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groups, and there isn’t great animosity between 
groups.”

Obernolte also praised Big Bear High School’s 
inclusive campus environment, citing how the popu-
lation calls itself an Ohana, or family. He said the 
way to prevent these types of shootings is to have a 
campus and community where people are supported 
and happy. 

“We do celebrate a lot of our students, which is 
a very good thing,” Obernolte said. “However, I do 
think we have a population of students that I feel are 
isolated.”

In the wake of the Feb. 14 shooting, students from 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School have taken 
up activism.

“I personally think it is absolutely wonderful,” 
Obernolte said of the activism he sees in his fellow 
teens. “I make an active effort to talk to most of my 
close friends about these very intimate issues.”

He said he feels the discussions need to take 
place, and the only way people are going to get 
reform is through voicing opinions. 

“I really respect the way that most of these stu-
dents are voicing their opinions as well,” Obernolte 
said. “Our generation is taking a stand as activists 
and not anarchists.”

A protest is scheduled for March 14 at 10 a.m. 
as part of a 17-minute #NationalSchoolWalkout 
to pressure Congress to address gun violence in 
a greater way than offering thoughts and prayers, 
according to the group. For more information, visit  
www.actionnetwork.org/events/enough-big-bear-
high-school-walkout.

Not every Big Bear student is in favor of the walk 
out. “I personally don’t agree with it,” Contreras said. 
“Because if you want to change something, you can’t 
just walk out. You can’t walk away from it. You have 

to speak up.”
Contreras, Saderup and Sanford expressed inter-

est in speaking to the school district about their 
ideas to change the level of safety on the campus.

“I understand there are things that haven’t been 
fully decided on, or there are things the school keeps 
to themselves and not the kids,” Saderup said. “But 
for a lot of us, we want to know what’s going on, and 
we want to know what they’re planning to do with 
our safety. Because when it comes down to it, it’s our 
lives on the line. It’s our safety. There’s a very strict 
line between discussing it, or planning it, and actu-
ally putting it into effect and applying it.”

When asked what advice they’d give to younger 
kids, Sanford, Contreras and Saderup said to not let 
it dictate your life, but to take the possibility of a 
school shooting seriously. 

“Live your life as you feel like you should, but 
know — hopefully — that our school will do some-
thing on their end to make you feel safe to where you 
can go to school and just be an average kid,” Sanford 
said. “But definitely, don’t let your guard down.”

Teens talk about mass shootings and safety at Big Bear schools
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Computer club gears 
up for next meeting

The Big Bear Computer Club holds 
their general meeting 1:15 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 6, at the Big Bear 
Valley Senior Center. Presenter Bob 
Gostischa from Avast virus protection 
program discusses why and how things 
that are connected to the internet 
need to be secured and protected. The 
presentation covers Windows and Mac 
computers, tablets, phones and the loT 
(Internet of Things).

The public and prospective com-
puter club members are invited to 
attend at no charge. Dues are $25 for 
the year and include a variety of learn-
ing tools and the monthly newsletter. 
Refreshments are provided during the 
break.

For more information, contact Yomar 
Cleary at  ycleary@hotmail.com or  
909-214-6990, or visit  
www.bigbearcc.org.

The Big Bear Valley Senior Center 
is at 42651 Big Bear Blvd., Big Bear 
Lake.

“There’s a very strict line between discuss-
ing it, or planning it, and actually putting it 

into effect and applying it.”

Kailee Saderup, Big Bear High School senior

In Brief

Rocking on air
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Chris Diaz, center, leads the way during his air rock performance at the Feb. 23 assembly. Diaz was 
crowned Winterfest King at the dance the following night. See more photos at www.bigbeargrizzly.net.


