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Rumors lead to anxious moments 

for high school students, parents
By Judi Bowers
jbowers.grizzly@gmail.com

There was no threat of an active shooter at 
Big Bear High School last week contrary to the 
highly active Big Bear rumor mill.

Mary Suzuki, superintendent of schools for 
Bear Valley Unified School District, said no one 
threatened to shoot anyone. A fight between 
two students on March 9 at Big Bear High 
School escalated via social media, Suzuki said. 
One student has been suspended as a result 
of the incident, she said. That student was not 
allowed back on campus, Suzuki said. He was 
not found hiding on campus, she said.

Posts to social media were made, accord-
ing to Suzuki, but the posts did not involve the 
student in question making a credible threat 
to shoot anyone. Bear Valley Unified takes all 
social media posts, even those not involving a 
possible shooting, very seriously, Suzuki said. 

Law enforcement was on campus due to the 
fight March 9. Suzuki said there were a number 
of social media posts, many made by parents 
using names of students, that exaggerated the 
matter and caused a lot of anxiety among stu-
dents, staff and the community. The fact that 
the names of students were used in the posts 
made by parents is being discussed with legal 
counsel, Suzuki said. This could be a matter of 
slanderous comments defaming character, she 

explained.
The comments with students names were 

removed from the Facebook page in question, 
but new ones continue to be posted, along with 
a thread of comments.

Students did plenty of posting to social 
media, as well, Suzuki said. One student appar-
ently provided a post encouraging other stu-
dents to stay home because the school district 
takes active shooter threats seriously, accord-
ing to Suzuki. “The reality is that there was no 
active shooter threat,” Suzuki said.

Once law enforcement arrived on campus 
the rumors spread quickly that someone was 
going to “shoot up the school,” Suzuki said, 
which just wasn’t the case. Social media has 
been a real challenge in controlling the situa-
tion, she said. Any post that there was an active 
shooter or the threat of an active shooter is a 
“baldfaced lie,” Suzuki said.

Emails went out in the wee hours from the 
school principal to staff members to make 
sure they all had correct information that 
there was no active shooter or threat of such, 
Suzuki said. Announcements were also made 
on campus when classes resumed Monday and 
Tuesday.

When students are involved in a physical 
fight on campus, the district has several pro-
cedures to follow. The students can and will be 
suspended, according to Suzuki. If there are 
threats of violence such as social media posts 

threatening to physically harm or kill someone, 
those are taken very seriously, she said. At that 
point, the district can also set up an expulsion 
hearing for a student involved in making those 
threats, Suzuki said.

Following the most recent school shooting 
in Florida, communities around the country 
are seeing an increase of awareness for any 
possible threat. Big Bear students have spo-
ken out, and the district is working with local 
authorities and other agencies regarding how 
to keep the local schools safe. A safety com-
mittee includes members of the administration, 
law enforcement, staff and students.

On Wednesday, March 14, a walkout is 
planned on campuses around the country, 
including Big Bear High School and Big Bear 
Middle School. The students who choose to 
take part will not be penalized in any way, 
Suzuki said. The students will be invited to 
meet in the quad at Big Bear High School 
that will provide a forum for sharing opinions, 
Suzuki said. 

The walkout is set for 10 a.m. and scheduled 
to last 17 minutes in recognition of the 17 lives 
lost in the Parkland, Florida, shooting.

“The reality is that there was no 
active shooter threat.”

Mary Suzuki, BVCHD superintendent

Above: Deputies were on campus at 
Big Bear High School March 9 after 
two students fought. 

Left: Concerned parents took to 
social media to discuss the poten-
tial of a shooting threat at Big Bear 
High School. The student in ques-
tion was not back on campus as the 
post indicates.


