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Vanessa Valdez, left, leads the walkout at Big Bear High School the morning of March 14. Valdez organized the Big Bear walkout through social 
media.

Students walk out for solutions
By Natalie Williams 
and Judi Bowers

More than 100 students filled the 
Big Bear High School quad from 10 
to 10:17 a.m. March 14. Across town, 
another 100 or so filled the quad at 
Big Bear Middle School. Some held 
protest signs, others spoke about the 
issue of gun violence and most stood in 
the cold, listening to what their peers 
had to say. This was part of a National 
School Walkout where students advo-
cated for solutions to gun violence. 

“It’s come to a point where it’s nor-
malized,” said Vanessa Valdez, high 
school walkout organizer. “I don’t think 
that’s right. We shouldn’t be afraid to 
go to school.”

“I have a dream that we can stop 
school shootings,” said August Haston, 
middle school walkout organizer.

Valdez said she saw numerous posts 
on social media about the walkout, but 
didn’t see one for Big Bear. She, along 
with fellow student Elena Palacios, 

decided to officially host one locally.
“We’re using social media, but we’re 

using it to our advantage to get our-
selves noticed,” Valdez said.

Valdez wasn’t sure if students were 
going to attend, and was pleasantly 
surprised with the crowd, which she 
estimates around 150-175 students. 

“I started getting emails from people 
in the community who wanted to come,” 
Valdez said. “That’s when I realized it 
was bigger than I anticipated.”

The situation was similar at the 
middle school. The student organiz-
ers, Haston, Laurel Stamer, Sophia 
DeMarco, Charlotte Boda and Gianna 
Nourok, said social media can be used 
in a negative way, but it did help to 
get the word out about the walkout. 
The younger students shared similar 
opinions as their high school counter-
parts. They told the crowd gathered in 
the quad that they may feel they can’t 
make a difference, but simply speaking 
up could save a life.

See WALKOUT Page 5
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Organizers of the walkout at Big Bear Middle School share their mes-
sage through posters and speeches March 14. Pictured are, from left, 
Charlotte Boda, Sophia DeMarco, Laurel Stamer and August Haston.


