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By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
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———

Two longtime Tiburon Town 
Councilmem bers and one recent ap-
pointee to the board will look to re-
tain their seats this November. 

The terms of Mayor Jim Fraser, 
Alice Fredericks and Jon Welner are 

expiring, and all three say they plan 
to fi le for re-election to the fi ve-mem-
ber council. 

The fi ling period for anyone inter-
ested in vying for one of those open 
council seats —  and for a slew of 
other local boards — runs through 

By MATTHEW HOSE
mhose@thearknewspaper.com
———

Bob McCaskill is the new mayor of Belve-
dere, taking the reins from Marty Winter in 
the City Council’s annual rotating of seats.

Nancy Kemnitzer was also named vice 
mayor by a unanimous vote of the council at 
its July 9 meeting.

Councilmembers typically hold the may-
oral post on a yearly rotation beginning 
each July.

Belvedere has a council-manager govern-
ment system in which the mayor and vice 
mayor are nominated by the members of 
the elected, volunteer council. The titles are 

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

A rash of vandalism incidents at Old St. 
Hilary’s Landmark and the adjacent open-
space preserve has the volunteers who tend 
those spaces on alert.

Helen Lindqvist, a Belvedere-Tiburon 
Landmarks Society volunteer who works 
on the landmarks garden and also walks 
the Vistazo Fire Road to remove litter, said 
fi ve signs disappeared from the landmark’s 
wildfl ower preserve between June 23 and 
June 30:

By EMILY LAVIN
elavin@thearknewspaper.com
———

Cleo Norris understood the basic tasks 
she’d be doing to help build homes in New 
Mexico with Habitat for Humanity of Taos. 
She knew what type of building materials 
she’d be working with, she says, and she 

had been given information about the home 
site. 

But it was hearing directly from the fam-
ily that would own the house that made the 
Strawberry teen realize the impact of the 
work. 

The home was going to a single mother 
raising six kids. The woman, who had a 

military background, had been married, 
but after what she described only as a trag-
edy, her husband was no longer around, 
Cleo says. She could no longer work her pre-
vious job while caring for her children, and 
those circumstances had forced her move 

Three incumbents say they’ll look to 
retain seats on Tiburon Town Council

WelnerFredericksFraser

Filing period opens for candidates vying for seats on council and on fi re, school, sanitary, rec boards

 McCaskill 
takes over 
as mayor in 
Belvedere
Kemnitzer now vice mayor 
as part of annual rotation

Several signs 
vandalized at 
Old St. Hilary’s 

———
See MAYOR, PAGE 20

———
See VANDALISM, PAGE 20

———
See ELECTION, PAGE 27

Building homes and futures
Local teens travel to volunteer with Habitat for Humanity in Taos, 
where 90 percent of residents can’t afford to purchase a home

A group of teens 
mix clay to make 

adobe bricks 
while volunteering 

with Habitat for 
Humanity in New 

Mexico. The group, 
part of a mission 

trip organized 
by St. Stephen’s 

Episcopal Church 
in Belvedere and 

Church of Our 
Saviour in Mill Val-

ley, spent a week 
in June helping 
build houses in 

Taos, a community 
of nearly 6,000 
people located 

about 110 miles 
northeast of Albu-

querque.

PROVIDED BY 
DAVID HIRSCH

———
See HOUSES, PAGE 18
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to Taos. 
Cleo says she came into the trip with 

some preconceived notions about those 
struggling with housing .

“When you think about a family 
that needs a home, you think, ‘Oh, they 
must not work enough or something 
like that — how did they get to this 
place?’” says the 16-year-old Redwood 
High School student. 

However, hearing the woman speak 
changed Cleo’s understanding of the 
issue. 

“Even as stable as our lives are now 
today, it makes you realize that every-
thing can change in an instant,” she 
says. 

Cleo was one of 24 teens who trav-
eled to Taos June 17-24 to volunteer 
with the city’s local Habitat for Hu-
manity group as part of a mission trip 
organized by St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church in Belvedere and Church of Our 
Saviour in Mill Valley. The teens spent 
the week helping out at the home site, 
cleaning up the organization’s home-
improvement store and thrift shop and 
serving lunch at a local food bank — 
all part of an experience designed to 
help broaden their perspectives, says 
David Hirsch, the director of family 
ministry at St. Stephen’s. 

“Our thought process generally is ev-
erybody needs help, so be kind,” Hirsch 
says. “Love each other, be generous, be-
cause you don’t know somebody else’s 
story. Get to know their stories, listen.”

The mission trip began fi ve years 
ago and has grown each year since, 
thanks to word of mouth from those 
who have participated. The high-
schoolers who went this year were a 
mix of church-goers and their friends 
from outside the church, Hirsch says. 

New Mexico is close enough for the 
travel to be manageable, says Hirsch, 
but far enough that it makes an im-
pression on the youth.

“(Taos) is a really good place to take 
the kids, because it feels diff erent,” he 
says. 

The city is located in the high desert 
of New Mexico, about 110 miles north-
east of Albuquerque. It’s home to Taos 
Pueblo, considered to be the oldest con-
tinuously inhabited Native American 
community in the U.S. It has a long his-
tory as an artist colony and still boasts 
a strong arts community. 

The town has a population of about 
5,700. Its main industry is tourism, 
according to information provided by 
Habitat for Humanity of Taos, and 
about 64 percent of homes in the city 
are owned by out-of-state residents as 
vacation or second homes. That’s driv-
en the price of real estate up, creating a 
housing crisis. 

The average home price in Taos is 
about $290,000, according to Habitat 
for Humanity of Taos, but the average 
income of a family living there is about 
$30,000, according to Census data. 

That data show about 20 percent of 
the population lives below the poverty 
line; according to Habitat, 90 percent of 
the local population can’t aff ord a home 
in Taos. 

As a result, there are more than 400 
people currently on the waiting or in-

terest list for a home from Habitat for 
Humanity of Taos, a locally run af-
fi liate of Habitat for Humanity Inter-
national. To participate in Habitat’s 
program, potential homeowners have 
to meet certain income eligibility and 
other requirements. They also have to 
participate in building the home and 
attend programs to learn budgeting 
and home repair and maintenance. 

The group from St. Stephen’s and 
Church of Our Saviour spent about 40 
hours over the course of fi ve days im-
mersed in the community. They helped 
organize and clean up the local Habi-
tat’s ReStore, a home-improvement 
and thrift store that benefi ts the orga-
nization. At the work site, they helped 
make and lay the adobe bricks used to 
construct the house and prepared the 
home for electrical work, among other 

tasks. They took a break one of the 
days to serve lunch to those in need at 
a local food bank. They spent Wednes-
day, their day off  from Habitat, helping 
paint and spruce up the local church 
that was housing them. 

Hirsch says the group held a couple 
of meetings before the trip to discuss 
the community and some of the issues it 
was facing. They talked about housing 
and about the value of a dollar in dif-
ferent parts of the world. The students 
undertook a letter-writing campaign to 
friends and family to help raise money 
for the trip, which included the $150 fee 
that Habitat asks all volunteers to pay. 

However, nothing the group dis-
cusses before the trip compares to the 
hands-on experiences the teens have 
while there, including hearing from 
the family that is going to receive the 
home and interacting with Taos locals, 
Hirsch says. 

Those experiences help put the teens’ 
own problems in perspective, he says. 

“If you can get them to get out of 
themselves and go, ‘Wait a minute, my 
life’s actually fi ne,’ that’s one of the best 
things you can do for them,” he says. 

The trip has helped serve that pur-
pose for Tiburon’s Matthew Fisher. 
This was the third visit to Taos for the 
19-year-old, who graduated from St. Ig-
natius College Preparatory last spring 
and is headed to Lehigh University in 

Houses, continued from page 1
———

PROVIDED BY DAVID HIRSCH

Nicole Peters helps make adobe bricks while volunteering with Habitat for Humanity in New 
Mexico as part of a mission trip organized by St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Belvedere 
and Church of Our Saviour in Mill Valley. Peters was one of 24 teens who spent a week in 
June helping build houses in Taos, a community of nearly 6,000 people located about 110 
miles northeast of Albuquerque.

———
See HOUSES, NEXT PAGE

‘
I think especially in 
the Bay Area and 
Marin, you can often 

kind of get trapped into 
thinking that’s the whole 
world and that’s the whole 
country. So it’s always good 
to go out and see a new 
perspective, a new location 
and just learn more.” 

— Matthew Fisher, 19, of Tiburon



f a c e b o o k . c o m / t h e a r k n e w s p a p e r  J U L Y  1 8 ,  2 0 1 8   •   T H E  A R K   |   NEWS        19        

Expert Housecleaning

518-4516 or 454-3155

TWICE
 AS CLEAN

SAN RAFAEL RARE COIN COMPANYSAN RAFAEL RARE COIN COMPANY

Estate Appraisals & Purchases  U.S. & Foreign Coins 
and Bank Notes Gold, Silver, Platinum coins or bars 

 Coin & Estate Jewelry Collectibles 
457-2646  1219 FOURTH STREET  SAN RAFAEL

Since 1973
PCGS 

 

Hours

The Largest Marin-Based Alarm Company

Same ownership for 27 years.

Mill Valley   388-5355
San Rafael  459-1122

State Contractor’s License #426887
Alarm Operator’s License #AC0219

P& H CLASS DETAILS
Hand Wax
Carpets Shampooed  
and Vacuumed
Upholstery Dressed
Trunk Cleaned
Overspray Removal

Buffed Wax
Windows Cleaned
Door Jams Cleaned
Tires Cleaned and Dressed
Trimmings Dressed

415 435-9485 415 332-9458

www.phclassdetails.com

We make house and office calls!

All Kids & Teens
Discover more about your connection 

with the God who loves you. 
Sunday Service 
Sunday School 10 am  -11am

www.christiansciencebelvedere.com501 San Rafael Ave, Belvedere

Pennsylvania in the fall. 
“I think especially in the Bay Area 

and Marin, you can often kind of get 
trapped into thinking that’s the whole 
world and that’s the whole country,” he 
says. “So it’s always good to go out and 
see a new perspective, a new location 
and just learn more.” 

One of the more meaningful experi-
ences for Matthew from the most re-
cent trip was working on a retaining 
wall for a house the group had helped 
build the previous year. The owners of 
that home, the Padillas — a husband 
and wife with three young children — 
had just moved in a few months ago. 

Matthew remembered the work the 
group did on that home, which includ-
ed digging trenches through the clay-
based soil. Seeing that eff ort pay off  
was satisfying. 

“A lot of times you just get caught 
up in the work and the other stuff  that 
goes on during the trip,” he says. “It’s 
almost easy to forget how important 
our work is to these families. That was 
a good reminder.”

That experience was also a trip high-
light for 17-year-old Camilla Tarpey-
Schwed, who attends Tamalpais High 
School. Like Matthew, Camilla, a Mill 
Valley resident, was a part of the group 
that worked on the Padilla family’s 
home the previous year. 

Camilla says the father of the family 
shook her hand and asked if she had 
worked on his house. When she told 
him she had, he was grateful. 

“I loved seeing the house that was 
fi nished and how happy they were,” 
she says. 

Like Cleo, Camilla says the trips she’s 
taken to Taos with the church group 
have changed her perception of those 
who are homeless. Before, she says, she 

thought homelessness was primarily a 
result of a drug or alcohol addiction or 
of someone not trying hard enough to 
get a job. 

Now, she says, she understands peo-
ple are often in need due to unforeseen 
circumstances. 

“I realized that many times home-
lessness is something completely out of 
your control,” she says. 

Hirsch says the trip helps the teens 
learn more about both the causes and 
potential solutions to issues such as 
homelessness. That way, he says, not 
only will they better understand why 
people need help with housing, but 
they’ll have the ability to think criti-
cally about those types of social issues, 
which are also relevant to Marin and 
California. 

“That’s our deeper goal for them as 
humans,” he says. 

Though Marin has good schools, 
they’re often limited on what issues 
they can address in-depth, Hirsch says. 

“When we have a group of them to-
gether, we can bring stuff  up and say, 
‘Let’s discuss,’” he says. “That’s our 
job.” 

The group also tackles other topics in 
an eff ort to broaden students’ perspec-
tives while on the trip, which includes 
a couple of days over the weekend for 
the students to experience the culture 
of the area. Hirsch says he confi scated 
the teens’ phones for the week to help 
them understand how to be present in 
the moment. After returning from the 
work site in the evenings, in between 
watching World Cup soccer matches, 
swimming, playing basketball and 

hanging out, the group talked about 
gratitude and giving back and topics 
including depression and anxiety. 

“We try to work on some personal 
growth, as well, so they come back 
with a couple more skills,” Hirsch says. 

Matthew, Cleo and Camilla all say 
their Taos experiences have stayed 
with them after they’ve returned to 
Marin. 

Cleo says the trip has shown her how 
to appreciate what she has in life. 

“We’re used to just kind of having 
everything, most people here, and we 
sometimes take it for granted,” she 
says. 

Camilla says she appreciates the 
chance to challenge herself with new 
experiences. 

“Stepping outside of my comfort 
zone has allowed me to have an open 
mindset and has let me be accepting 
of everyone, no matter what situation 
they are in,” she says. “Having one 
view of everything is not a way that I 
want to live my life.”

Hirsch says he hopes those lessons 
will continue to infl uence the teens 
as they grow up. Their potential is 
limitless — they have the resources, 
support and skill-set to do just about 
anything, he says. 

“If we catch them early, you’ve got 
this army of resourceful, very capable, 
wonderful kids that can do a bunch of 
good,” he says. 

Emily Lavin is The Ark’s assistant 
editor and Strawberry reporter. Reach 
her at 415-944-3841.

PROVIDED BY DAVID HIRSCH

A group of teens and chaperones from St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Belvedere and Church of Our Saviour in Mill Valley traveled to 
Taos, N.M., in June to help build houses with Habitat for Humanity. Here, the group poses in front of a house the group  helped build last 
year; the family who owns the home was able to move in a few months ago and gave this year’s group a tour of the fi nished home. 

Houses, from previous page
——— ‘

Everybody needs help, so be kind. Love each other, 
be generous, because you don’t know somebody 
else’s story. Get to know their stories, listen.”

— David Hirsch, the director of family ministry at 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Belvedere


