
prevents misuse where it often
starts.”

In 2017 DEA worked with its tribal
law enforcement partners to set up
115 collection sites on tribal lands.
Opioid addiction impacts Native
American communities just as it
does all parts of American society. 

By partnering with FBI, BIA and
tribal law enforcement, the DEA was
able to greatly expand tribal partici-
pation in the Take Back program.
DEA remains committed to support-
ing public safety in American Indian
and Alaska Native communities.

This initiative addresses a vital
public safety and public health issue.
Medicines that languish in home cab-
inets are highly susceptible to diver-
sion, misuse and abuse. 

Rates of prescription drug abuse
in the U.S. are alarmingly high, as
are the number of accidental poison-
ings and overdoses due to these
drugs. Studies show that a majority
of abused prescription drugs are
obtained from family and friends,
including from the home medicine
cabinet, kitchen drawers and bedside

tables.
Disposing of unused medications

reduces accidents, thefts and the mis-
use and abuse of opioid painkillers
that accounted for 20,808 drug over-
doses — 78 a day — in 2014 (the most
recent statistics from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention).

Eight out of 10 new heroin users
began by abusing prescription
painkillers and moved to heroin
when they could no longer obtain or
afford those painkillers. 

DEA launched its prescription
drug take-back program when both
the Environmental Protection
Agency and the Food and Drug
Administration advised the public
that their usual methods for dispos-
ing of unused medicines — flushing
them down the toilet or throwing
them in the trash — posed potential
safety and health hazards.

Helping people to dispose of poten-
tially harmful prescription drugs is
just one way the Cloverdale Police
Department and the DEA are work-
ing to reduce the addiction and over-
dose deaths plaguing this country
due to opioid medications

—Submitted by Stephen Cramer

shooting in Texas, that maniac
killed people in a church and it was
terrible,” he added. “I don’t fre-
quently consider the reality of a
school shooting in Cloverdale
because I love our community so
much. I feel our community is
smaller and more nurturing and
more loving than other places out
there. I’m very proud of our town.”

Conway participated in the
March for Our Lives held in Santa
Rosa. “It was very cool to see a lot of
young people coming together and
trying to make a change in the
world. I’m happy there are people
my age who care about politics. It’s
important for them to get involved
so they can vote according to their
beliefs.”

He said the march, however,
didn’t accurately reflect the views of
every student. “Some people think
every student was on board with
everything that was happening and
that is not true. We are all for
decreased gun violence but I don’t
think we all agree on their methods.
Not every student is going to agree
with the policies that marchers at
the event wanted to enact.

“Students can agree that they
should be safer while attempting to
pursue an education. Every student
should expect to get through an edu-
cation without needing to experi-
ence a tragedy like Parkland — nor
should an adult,” he said. 

“Mass shootings are terrible, no
one should ever take an innocent
life. The Las Vegas shooter had a
mental issue. The point is that
someone in his mental state
shouldn’t have firearms, and
because he did, he was able to
wreak havoc on innocent civilians.”

Everett said he is in favor of
background checks. “I think people

should be checked thoroughly and
screened to make sure there are no
issues in their criminal history.
There should be mental health
inspections, and they should be
periodic to make sure you are capa-
ble of still responsibly handing a
firearm.”

“There were people [at the
March for Our Lives] who wanted a
ban on semiautomatics. As a future
adult American citizen, that scares
me. I want to be able to defend my
family from a potential threat,” he
said.

Conway said he thinks young
people can have an influential role
in politics. “I don’t think students
should be making policy. We should
be speaking out so adults know
what we want and so they can make
policy. I’m 17, and I plan to vote in
the upcoming November election.”

When asked what motivated him
to be proactive, Conway said, “I
think it’s very important that stu-
dents are educated and know what
they believe. I feel like a lot of kids
grow up and never do any of their
own research because their parents
voted a certain way. It’s not good to
copy someone else’s beliefs. I’d like
everyone to have all of their own
beliefs.” 

What motivated Santana to help
coordinate the student walkout
after Parkland? 

“Just because all these things are
happening around us … I feel like
it’s important for students to talk
about it. We’re all thinking about it
but not actively saying anything, so
the council and I agreed to do some-
thing to open the conversation up a
little a bit. It’s not something you
can just forget about. It’s something
you should talk about.” 

When the Parkland High School
shooting happened, she said: “It was
definitely scary, that’s for sure. It

was a regular school, just like ours
in a good neighborhood, and every-
thing just changed in a matter of
minutes. You think it can’t happen
to you, but it very well could,
because life is unpredictable.”

Santana didn’t go to the March
for Our Lives, but she learned a lot
on social media. “I think it’s good a
lot of these marches were taken up
by the students. It’s a really good
sign of unity and I’m glad people are
trying to give this more attention
because it’s causing more people to
talk about it and to want to find a
way to make violence in general
with assault weapons really stop.”

“Personally, I didn’t know a lot
about gun control but I did look up
California’s and I found that it was
very strict. I think that if other
states aren’t strict, or as strict, that
we still need to improve gun control
in some way to ensure that people
who buy guns won’t ever misuse
them in the future — so that we can
really ensure people can go to
school and feel safe. I don’t want to
take away anyone’s rights, but I
think we should figure out a way.”

In response to the message of
kids her age saying they have the
power to change the world, Santana
said, “I think it’s something that is
very true. We are the next genera-
tion going out into the world. We
definitely have a voice and have our
own say. It’s very possible, highly
likely, we will be able to change
things.”

She believes she can make a dif-
ference in the future by registering
to vote so she can “give my say in
my own way.  If there are any walk-
outs in the in the future that I per-
sonally believe in, I could partici-
pate in them to show my support.” 

Next week: A conversation with
eighth grade students from
Washington School.

Editor’s Pick
Two wonderful children’s cele-

brations are being held on April 28.
There’s Kiwanis One Day for Kids at
the plaza, followed by Dia del Niño!
at the Cloverdale Performing Arts
Center. Treat your kids to free
books, crafts, piñata breaking, per-
formances and more. See story on
page 1.

Ongoing
Cloverdale City Council meetings

are held the second and fourth
Tuesdays of each month at 6 p.m.
Agendas are available approximate-
ly 72 hours in advance of City
Council meetings. The public is wel-
come to attend and participate in all
public sessions of the council.
Cloverdale Performing Arts Center,
209 N. Cloverdale Boulevard.
cloverdale.net

The Arts Alliance gallery pre-
sents “Translate,” an exhibit featur-
ing the works of two guest artists,
ceramist Ralph Broussar and
painter Adam Wolpert, along with
featured resident artist Laura Paine
Carr through May 18. Resident
artists include Jane Gardner,
Pamela Heck, Terry Holleman,
Sharon Kozel, Paul Maurer and
Hanya Popova Parker. Cloverdale
Arts Alliance Gallery, 204 North
Cloverdale Boulevard,
cloverdaleartsalliance.org, 894-4410.

The senior center organizes a
walking group that meets three
times a week at the River Park park-
ing area, near the cemetery by the
First Street Bridge. Participants
leave at 8:15 a.m. for a brisk, two-
mile roundtrip walk. 894-4826,
cloverdaleseniorcenter.com.

The Cloverdale Tuesday Farmers’
Market is in full swing now on
Tuesdays from 3 to 6 p.m. Always
easy to find under the sculptural
clothesline and next to Plank Coffee,
225 North Cloverdale Boulevard.
Find out what’s fresh:
facebook.com/cloverdaletuesday-
farmersmarket.

The Cloverdale History Center

and Museum’s exhibit, “A Woman’s
Work Is Never Done,” will be up
through summer. While there, look
at the historic timeline on the sec-
ond floor. The beautiful garden in
front of the center continues to
evolve. Open Wednesday through
Sunday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 215
North Cloverdale Boulevard,
cloverdalehistoricalsociety.org, 894-
2067.

April 28
National Prescription Take-Back

Drug Day: Rid your home of poten-
tially dangerous expired, unused
and unwanted prescription drugs.
Just bring them to the Cloverdale
Police Department between 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. No questions asked. CPD,
112 Broad St., Cloverdale. 

Kiwanis One Day for Kids, fol-
lowed by CPAC’s Dia del Niño. See
page 1 story.

Play and Learn Island, an all-day
event at the Cloverdale Regional
Library, 401 N. Cloverdale Blvd. 894-
5271.

May 3
Cloverdale Democratic Club regu-

lar monthly meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m.
in the back room of Mary's Pizza
Shack, 1143 South Cloverdale
Boulevard. Meetings held at same
location in May and June the first
Thursday of each month.

Jacob Szekely Trio, hailed by
Strings Magazine as one of the lead-
ers in the Creative String
Community. $15/Cloverdale Arts
Alliance members, $20/non-mem-
bers. 7 p.m. doors, 7:30 p.m. music.
Reservations: purchase online at
cloverdaleartsalliance.org or at the
Cloverdale Arts Alliance during nor-
mal business hours. Tickets also at
door.  cloverdaleartsalliance.org.

May 4–19
The 36th annual Cloverdale

Library Art Show, sponsored by
Friends of the Cloverdale Library, is
coming to an end. May 4: artists’
reception featuring paintings by

longtime curators Sharon Kozel and
Nancy Burres. Show: May 5 through
May 19, Monday to Saturday, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Wednesday evenings 5 to 8
p.m. Cloverdale Regional Library,
401 North Cloverdale Boulevard.
cloverdale@sonoma.lib.ca.us, 894-
5271.

May 5
Cinco de Mayo Fiesta by

Cloverdale Rotary Club in support of
Project Grad. Keep graduating
seniors safe on their big night by cel-
ebrating Cinco de Mayo. Cover band
with music from the ’60s, ’70s and
’80s (free admission). Meal tickets
($15) from Cloverdale High School
seniors, Cloverdale Rotary mem-
bers, The Mail Center, Cloverdale
Eagle Tech Collision and Towing,
the Law Office of James DeMartini.
Food from 5 to 7 p.m. Beverages
until 9.

May 6
Amy Gutierrez book signing by

an American sports journalist, writ-
er and a sideline reporter for NBC
Sports Bay Area who reports on the
San Francisco Giants. Reserve a

book and get it signed at the event or
pop in to say Go Giants! Free. Book
signings, 1-2:30 p.m. Ethical
Clothing, 113 E. 1st Street,
Cloverdale. 849-6260.

May 10
Live Jazz - Big Blue House. Live

jazz, funk and blues music. 6-9 p.m.
No cover. Cloverdale Ale House, 131
East 1st Street, Cloverdale.

Book Discussion, “True Grit” by
Charles Portis. Free and open to all.
New members are always welcome.
Lending copies available near the
self-checkout kiosk. 2-3 p.m.
Cloverdale Regional Library, 401 N.
Cloverdale Blvd. 894-5271.

May 11
Benefit concert for CARE

Foundation and Cloverdale schools.
Healdsburg Community Band will
present Songs of the Sea, including
performances by the Cloverdale
High School Wind Ensemble and
Coro de Paz, Cloverdale’s communi-
ty peace choir for children. 7:30 p.m.
$10/suggestion donation, kids free.
Tickets: Dahlia & Sage Community
Market, Cloverdale Key Club pop-up

tables around town, and at the door.
East Gym, Cloverdale High School,
509 N. Cloverdale Blvd.
cusdcare.org.

May 12
Sonoma County Master

Gardeners share food gardening
tips. Learn how to transition a veg-
etable garden from spring through
summer and how to extend your
harvest. Topics include water and
soil management, pest management
and succession planting. 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. Free. Cloverdale Regional
Library, 401 N. Cloverdale Road.

May 13
It’s Mother’s Day, and everyone

loves chocolate. Pick up a box or two
of See’s Candies, now available at
The Mail Center. This popular candy
sells out fast. Just drop in during
business hours and see Laurie. 207 N
Cloverdale Blvd # A. 894-3222.

May 16
Donate blood and get a free slice

of pizza or $5 off your next order.
Schedule appointment at blood-
heroes.com, click "donate blood" and
use sponsor code Eat More Pizza. 2-6
p.m. Papa's Pizza, 105 N. Cloverdale
Blvd.

May 18, 19, 25-27
“True West” is an American clas-

sic that explores human terrain as
complex as the California landscape
where it is set. Presented on CPAC’s
stage May 18, 19, 25 and 26 at 7:30 pm
and May 20 and 27 at 2 pm.
Suggested audience is high school
and older. $25/adults, $12/students.
Tickets available online at
cloverdaleperformingarts.com or in
person at The Mail Center, Etc. at
207 N. Cloverdale Blvd., 894-3222.
cloverdaleperformingarts.com.

Email calendar items to
patti@sonomawest.com at least one
week prior to desired publication. Send
text documents, not PDFs or flyers.
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TEENS speak out on gun control, school safety, making a difference 
Continued from Page 1

PRESCRIPTIONS:
Continued from Page 1

Others said they witnessed the inci-
dent and Bovee needed to be held
accountable. 

Brigham, a partner in Quonset
Botanicals with Bovee and his wife,
questioned why “a disciplinary item”
was going directly to the city council
without giving the individual a chance
to talk with councilmembers.

She apologized to the Bovee family,
saying Bovee had been “slandered and
libeled from this very dais, causing not
only emotional distress on his family
and himself but it also has a financial
impact.”

Several council members said the
incident was documented and his
actions were not acceptable for a city
representative. They thanked him for
his service.

Before the vote, Bovee was given the
opportunity to resign. He responded, “I
am at a loss for words. Do you want me
to resign? No, no, no.” He and his wife
walked out of the room.

After the meeting Bovee returned to
the chamber, speaking amicably to
some people remaining. As Russell
walked by him, she shook his hand. “I’m
sorry, Shawn,” and he thanked her.

A video of the meeting can be viewed
online at cloverdale.net.

COUNCIL:
Continued from Page 1

STRINGS — Don’t miss the Jacob Szekely Trio at the Clovedale Arts Alliance on
May 3.
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