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WEATHER 71-year-old man faces 
burglary charge

A 71-year-old  
Oroville man facing a 
second-degree bur-
glary charge remained 
Monday in the Nevada 
County Jail under 
$250,000 in bond, au-
thorities said.

Deputies arrested 
Michael Kent Sturgell on 
Sunday in Butte County 
after linking him to a 
local burglary involving 
the theft of firearms, 

sheriff’s 
Lt. Rob 
Bringolf 
and 
reports 
state.

“He 
tried to 
pawn 
some 

items in Oroville and we 
caught him,” Bringolf 
added.

— Staff Writer Alan 
Riquelmy

Lois Van Etten
Rosemary Ferrari
Harold Graves
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Police: Bank of the West robbed

Grass Valley police are 
searching for a suspect in 
the Monday afternoon rob-
bery of the Bank of  
the West on Brunswick 
Road.

The suspect — a man 
30 to 35 years old with a 
dark complexion and dark 
facial hair standing 5-foot-
10 to 6-foot and weighing 

between 160 to 170 pounds 
— stepped inside the bank 
in the 400 block of Bruns-
wick Road around 2:45 
p.m. He then handed an 
employee a note demand-
ing money, Capt. Steve 
Johnson said.

“He was provided that 
money and left on foot 
with an undisclosed 
amount of cash,” John-
son added. “It’s unknown 
whether he got into a car at 

this point.”
No weapon was shown 

and there are no injuries, 
authorities said.

Sheriff Keith Royal said 
the suspect walked toward 
Old Tunnel Road.

The suspect wore a 
blue-hooded rain jacket, 
light-colored blue jeans 
and dark shoes. He also 
had a camouflage beanie 
cap, Johnson said.

The bank’s doors 

remained locked imme-
diately after the robbery. 
Signs on the doors referred 
customers to an Auburn 
location.

Anyone with information 
about the robbery should 
call 530-477-4600 and ask 
for the investigation unit.

To contact Staff Writer 
Alan Riquelmy, email 
ariquelmy@theunion.com 
or call 530-477-4239.

Authorities searched for a suspect in the Monday robbery 
of the Bank of the West.

Candidates 
file campaign 
disclosures

Several local candidates 
have filed campaign dis-
closures, documents that 
detail the cash they’ve 
raised and spent, as well 
as naming those who have 
contributed.

Nevada County voters 
have a handful of races 
they’ll decide on June 5. 
If a candidate fails to get 
a 50 percent plus one vote 
on that day, a runoff will 
occur in November’s gen-
eral election.

Barring a late entry, vot-
ers will decide on June 5 
the District 3 Board of Su-
pervisors race, which has 
two candidates. The win-
ner of the sheriff ’s race, 
with three candidates, 
might not be known until 
late this year.

The sheriff ’s race drew 
its first candidate in 
December 2016. Sheriff 
Keith Royal, in office for 
almost 20 years, has said 
he won’t run again.

All contributions listed 
are for the July 1 to Dec. 
31 reporting period. The 
deadline to file was Jan. 31.

SHERIFF
Three people have said 

they’ll run for Nevada 
County sheriff: Former 
Grass Valley Police Chief 
John Foster, sheriff ’s Capt. 
Shannan Moon and sher-
iff ’s Lt. Bill Smethers.

Foster started the 
reporting period with 
$2,484.72 and received 
$29,724.47, bringing his 
total to $32,209.19. He 
spent $31,551.15 and now 

City to discuss 
volume of pot 
businesses

Medical marijuana 
businesses are on the 
table this week for the 
Nevada City Council and 
Planning Commission, 
which are set to meet 
Wednesday night and 
Thursday afternoon, 
respectively.

Council members 
Wednesday will discuss 
how the city should 
handle the volume of 
medical cannabis busi-
ness applications it has 
received.

According to a staff 
report, six prospective 
businesses have applied 

National treasure
Jordan Fife, the new owner of the National Hotel, details some of his plans for a $5 million restoration of the iconic 
Nevada City property.

N evada City’s 
most visible 
landmark, the 
National Hotel, 

has been sold.
Escrow is set to close to-

day. New owner Jordan Fife 
is already well into the plans 
for a proposed multi-mil-
lion dollar restoration of 
what is believed to be the 
longest continually operat-
ing hotel — since 1856 — in 
California.

“I have been coming to 

Nevada City since I was 
a child, and even met my 
wife here when I was 12, 
but there has never been 
anywhere truly wonderful to 
stay that reflects the charm 
of the town and the sensibil-
ities of its tourists,” said Fife, 
whose parents and grand-
parents have Nevada County 
roots and who stresses that 
he’s no “carpetbagger” com-
ing in to take advantage of 
the town. 

“I have been in and out 
of this hotel my entire life, 
thinking if I could own only 
one hotel, this would be the 

property I would want,” he 
said. “The bones are amaz-
ing, and its history is the 

perfect backdrop for what I 

New owner plans $5M 
renovation of iconic hotel

ALAN RIQUELMY / ARIQUELMY@THEUNION.COM

LIZ KELLAR/LIZK@THEUNION.COM

By Alan Riquelmy
Staff Writer

By Alan Riquelmy
Staff Writer

By Liz Kellar
Staff Writer

By Matthew Pera
Staff Writer

Michael Kent 
Sturgell

NEVADA CITY

BUSINESSES, A8

DISCLOSURES, A8

Patrons of the National Hotel greet one another Saturday 
night in the hotel’s bar, the last night of operation before 
transferring ownership. 
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for operating permits in Nevada City. Four 
additional businesses have submitted 
zoning verification requests — an initial 
step before a complete application can be 
submitted.

Those applications and zoning requests 
have taken an “inordinate amount” of 
City Planner Amy Wolfson’s time, the 
report states. Wolfson is tasked with 
processing medical cannabis business 
requests.

The council on Wednesday will hash out 
how Wolfson should adequately account 
for the costs of processing those applica-
tions and ensure those costs are incurred 
by the applicants, rather than the city, 
according to the report. 

Council members will discuss whether 
the city’s medical cannabis business regu-
lations, adopted in June 2017, are consis-
tent with the state’s marijuana laws, which 
became effective in January, with regards 
to limitations on “excessive concentration” 
and “separation from sensitive issues,” the 
report states.

DISPENSARY OR DISPENSARIES?
The council will also vote on a proposal 

to change Nevada City’s regulations and 
allow three medical cannabis dispensaries 
instead of one. If approved Wednesday, 
that proposal will need another council 
vote at a future meeting before it can take 
effect.

The City Council is scheduled to meet 
6:30 p.m. Wednesday at City Hall, 317 
West Broad St., Nevada City.

FOUR APPLICATION REVIEWS
The Planning Commission on Thursday 

will review four proposals for medical can-
nabis businesses.

Three prospective manufacturing busi-
nesses — California Edibles, CBD Power 
Bar and Emerald Bay Wellness — have 
applied to operate at 138 New Mohawk 
Road.

The Searls Group, a manufacturing 
business approved for an operating per-
mit at 569 Searls Avenue by the Planning 
Commission last month, is applying for a 
distribution business license at that same 
location.

The Planning Commission is scheduled 
to meet 1:30 p.m. Thursday at City Hall.

To contact Staff Writer Matthew Pera, 
email mpera@theunion.com or call 
530-477-4231.
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has a balance of $658.04.
Contributors include 

Byers Enterprises, which 
gave $1,000; realtor Teresa 
Dietrich, who gave $950; 
Greg Zaller, who gave $190; 
Pauli Halstead, running 
for Nevada City Council, 
who gave $190; attorney 
Stephen Munkelt, who gave 
$190; and Ana Acton, ex-
ecutive director of FREED, 
who gave $200.

Foster paid Joey Jor-
dan, who’s consulting his 
campaign, $9,654.81 for 
consulting and fundraising 
events, as well as for cam-
paign expenses.

Moon started the report-
ing period with $3,365.14. 
She received $16,794.40 
in contributions, as well 
as a $250 miscellaneous 
increase, for a total of 
$20,409.54.

She spent $14,202.26, 
leaving her $6,207.28.

Contributors include 
Joanne Bodine, who gave 
$2,000; Lauren Maddux, 
who gave $1,000; and 
Nevada City Councilwom-
an Evans Phelps, who gave 
$600.

Moon’s expenses include 

Nevada City-based Rob-
ins, McNamara & Perkins, 
who received $9,000 for 
consulting.

Smethers received 
$19,226.37 in contribu-
tions, plus a $10,000 loan 
from himself, for a total 
of $29,226.37. He spent 
$4,926.53, leaving him 
$24,299.84.

Contributors include 
Cami Rhodes, who gave 
$1,000; Jeff Hansen, who 
gave $1,500; and former 
Nevada County Supervi-
sor Fran Freedle, who gave 
$200.

Smethers’ expenses 
include $1,789.81 to First 
Class Mailing for campaign 
literature.

DISTRICT 3 BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS

Hilary Hodge is running 
against Supervisor Dan 
Miller for the District 3 
seat on the Nevada County 
Board of Supervisors.

Hodge raised $29,587.68 
last year, and received a 
$500 loan from herself, for 
a total of $30,087.68. She’s 
spent $13,694.43, leaving 
her $16,393.25. 

Contributors include Neil 
Bodine, who gave $3,370; 
Cathy Knight, who gave 

$776; and Margaret Jo-
ehnck, who gave $285.

Hodge spent $2,600 
of her contributions on 
Meredith Mohr of Grass 
Valley; Eric Robins, of 
Nevada City; and Robins 
McNamara & Perkins, of 
Nevada City, for consulting 
services.

Miller started with $4,417 
and received $16,250 in 
contributions. That gave 
him a total of $20,667.

Miller spent $11,599 
during the same period, 
leaving him with $9,068 in 
the bank.

Running for re-election 
to his District 3 seat, Miller 
received contributions 
from people and groups 
including the Nevada 
County Contractors As-
sociation Political Action 
Committee, which gave 
$2,000. Supervisor Hank 
Weston and Kandy Weston 
gave $200; Mike Brat-
ton State Farm Insurance 
gave $500; and George 
and JoAnn Rebane gave 
$1,000. 

Out of Miller’s $11,599 in 
expenses, $7,800 went to 
Roseville-based Dauntless 
Communications for con-
sulting fees.

DISTRICT 4 BOARD 
OF SUPERVISORS

Sue Hoek, currently 
running unopposed for the 
seat, received $4,497.56 
in contributions, plus a 
$2,000 loan from herself, 
for a total of $6,497.56. She 
spent $2,565.06, leaving 
her with $3,932.50.

Contributors to Hoek 
include the Nevada County 
Contractors Association 
Political Action Committee, 
which gave $1,000; Thom-
as Browning, who also gave 
$1,000; and Joey Jordan, 
who’s running John Foster’s 
campaign for sheriff, who 
gave $100.

Hoek’s largest expense was 
Dauntless Communications, 
which received $2,416.06, 
for consulting and informa-
tion technology fees.

Weston, who isn’t run-
ning for re-election to his 
District 4 seat, also filed 
a campaign disclosure. 
Weston raised no money 
during the last reporting 
period. He already had 
$1,337.36 in the bank.

Of that money, Weston 
donated $1,002.56 to Hoek, 
who he endorsed.

The remaining $235.80 of 
Weston’s money was spent 
on professional services.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY
Running for a fourth 

term, Cliff Newell reported 
no contributions between 
July 1 and Dec. 31. Howev-
er, he started with $49,354 
in the bank.

Newell gave $450 to 
Community Recovery 
Resources. He now has 
$48,904. 

Former Assistant District 
Attorney Glenn Jennings, 
who announced this month 
he’ll run for Newell’s seat, 
hasn’t yet filed a campaign 
disclosure.

NEVADA IRRIGATION 
DISTRICT

Ricki Heck, running 
for Division 1 in the 
Nevada Irrigation Dis-
trict, raised $11,949 and 
spent $2,932.78. She has 
$9,016.22 in the bank.

Heck’s contributors 
include Mike Snegg, who 
gave $2,500; Neil Bodine, 
who gave $1,000; and 
Caleb Dardick, former exec-
utive director of the South 
Yuba River Citizens League, 
who gave $100.

Heck spent $1,474.93 on 
consulting fees and infor-
mation technology costs 
with Winter Street Design 
Group of Nevada City.

District 1 incumbent 
Nancy Weber has said she 
won’t seek re-election.

Three men have said 
they intend to run for the 
Division 2 seat: Incumbent 
John Drew, Bruce Herring 
and John Volz.

Herring raised $16,365, 
$5,000 of which is a loan 
from himself. He spent 
$4,248.57, leaving him 
$12,116.43.

Contributors include 
C. Roy Herring, who gave 
$5,000; Mark B. Herring, 
who gave $2,500; and 
Edward Beatty, who gave 
$500.

Volz raised $22,439, 
$10,000 of which are loans 
from himself and Linda S. 
Volz. He spent $1,483.91, 
leaving him $20.955.09.

Contributors include Bob 
Wright, who gave $2,000; 
Snegg & Snegg, which gave 
$1,000; and Susan Cope-
land, who gave $500.

Drew hasn’t yet filed a 
campaign disclosure.

No one has filed a dis-
closure in the Division 4 
race.

To contact Staff Writer 
Alan Riquelmy, email 
ariquelmy@theunion.com 
or call 530-477-4239.

Folks leave the iconic National Hotel in Nevada City 
earlier in the year. The more than 150-year-old building 
is on the national registrar of historic places and is a last-
ing remembrance of California’s gold rush. The building 
has been sold to new owners who plan to renovate the 
hotel.

ELIAS FUNEZ/EFUNEZ@THEUNION.COM

want to create.”

PRIME LOCATION
Fife said he and his wife 

began looking for a poten-
tial hotel property about six 
months ago, after relocat-
ing to the area to help care 
for her father. Initially, he 
said, they looked at the 
Bank Building in down-
town Grass Valley. 

Coldwell Banker Grass 
Roots Realty broker Jon 
Blinder suggested they take 
a look at the National. 

“I always loved that 
property,” Fife said. “It 
happened to be serendipity 
that it became available.”

On Monday, Blinder de-
clined to provide the specif-
ic sales price, as escrow had 
not formally closed.

Fife estimated the cost of 
renovation at about $5 mil-
lion. The entire roof needs 
to be replaced, he said, 
adding that the complete 
renovation of the interior 
will rectify code violations 
that need to be addressed.

Fife’s vision for the hotel 
— which is being renamed 
The National Exchange 
Hotel in a nod to one of its 
earlier incarnations — will 
tread a fine line between 
historic preservation and 
modern aesthetics — what 

he calls “a nod to the past 
and an eye to the future.”

“I’m terribly excited to 
bring the property back to 
its former glory,” he said. 
“I think the town is owed 
that.”

Fife is planning work in 
two phases, starting with 

the main building. The 
bar closed Monday night 
and room reservations are 
being canceled. Fife said 
he plans to keep two rooms 
available in the back, how-
ever, in order to keep the 
“continuously operating 
hotel” designation,

He is hoping to complete 
the renovation in eight 
months, acknowledging 
that is an “aggressive” time 
line. 

START OF 
SOMETHING BIG?

According to Fife, The 
National Exchange Hotel 
Company will be the launch 
of the brand’s flagship lo-
cation in Nevada City. The 
company is funded by East-
ern Real Estate and its niche 
market will be “mid-level 
luxury” hotels — somewhere 
between the Ace Hotel 
brand and the Four Seasons, 
said Fife, whose hotel expe-
rience includes working as 
the director of development 
and operations for L’Hori-
zon Resort and Spa in Palm 
Springs.

“We’re trying to do some-
thing different with the 
hotel experience,” he said. 
“We’re here to cultivate 
the environment and tell 
a story for our consumers 
and guests, to come in and 
fill in the blanks. If we do it 
right, they will have a mag-

ical experience and enjoy 
this town in the way this 
town really deserves.”

The exterior will not 
change beyond a paint job, 
Fife said, promising that 
the veranda will remain a 
primary attraction. The in-
terior is a different matter.

“The layout doesn’t really 
make much sense,” Fife 
said.

Fife intends to make 
the veranda much more 
accessible, as part of the 
restaurant, which will 
move upstairs, to where 
the lobby is now. The 
lobby will be relocated 
downstairs and will be 
re-imagined as a clubby, 
Victorian-era library and 
hangout spot.

“We want to dive into the 
quintessential moments of 
this property,” he said.

The pool area will be 
substantially upgraded and 
the rooms upgraded so they 
all have bathrooms. Fife 

swears the bar will retain 
its intimate, slightly funky 
feel. And, he said with a 
laugh, he will do his best to 
keep the ghosts around.

Fife intends the re-
vamped National Exchange 
Hotel to be a place for lo-
cals as well as tourists, with 
weekly karaoke, bingo and 
trivia nights planned.

“Part of the charm (of the 
National) is that it is part of 
the fabric of the communi-
ty,” he said. “It’s important 
to keep (that charm) intact.”

Contact reporter Liz Kellar 
at 530-477-4236 or by 
email at lizk@theunion.
com.

NATIONAL
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“I’m terribly excited to bring the property 
back to its former glory. I think the town 

is owed that.”— Jordan Fife, new owner of the National Hotel

Lawmakers 
boost dam 
checks after 
near disaster

SACRAMENTO — Cal-
ifornia would beef up dam 
inspections under legis-
lation sent to Gov. Jerry 
Brown Monday, a year after 
a near disaster prompted 
the evacuation of nearly 
200,000 residents living 
downstream from the tallest 
U.S. dam. 

The Assembly unani-
mously gave final approval 
to the bill requiring an-
nual inspections for dams 
deemed to be high hazards. 

The measure also sets 
standards for inspections, 
requires inspectors to 
consult with independent 
experts to update dam safety 
measures every 10 years 
and requires that inspection 
reports be available to the 
public with certain sensitive 
information withheld if it 
creates a security risk. 

Republican Assemblyman 
James Gallagher was among 
those who evacuated when 
officials feared the collapse 
of both the main and emer-
gency spillways before they 
were deemed safe days later. 

“We left not knowing if we 
would even have a home to 
return to. But we came back 
vowing ‘Never again,’” said 
Gallagher, who sponsored 
the bill. “This disaster jeop-
ardized lives, property and 
California’s water supply.” 

The bill implements 
several subsequent experts’ 
recommendations, includ-
ing requiring that inspectors 
no longer simply accept the 
safety presumed in original 
design and construction 
materials, said Democrat-
ic Assemblywoman Susan 
Talamantes Eggman of 
Stockton. 

The annual inspections 
would be required for dams 
classified as being signif-
icant, high or extremely 
high hazards, and every two 
years for dams classified as 
low hazard. Critical spillway 
control features would have 
to be tested each year and 
witnessed by state inspectors 
at least every three years. 

The federal rankings are 
based on factors including 
the size of the dam and its 
degree of risk to people 
downstream, not the dam’s 
current condition. 

A separate new law 
requires California dam in-
spectors to also consider the 
dam’s condition. California 
has 678 dams deemed high 
hazard, 271 deemed signif-
icant hazard and 289 low 
hazard under the federal 
guidelines. 

By Don Thompson
Associated Press “We came back 

vowing ‘Never 
again.’”— Republican Assemblyman 

James Gallagher
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