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WEATHER California OKs limited 
troop deployment for 
Trump’s request

SACRAMENTO — Gov. 
Jerry Brown agreed 
Wednesday to deploy 400 
National Guard troops at 
President Donald Trump’s 
request, but not all will 
head to the U.S.-Mexico 
border as Trump wants and 
none will enforce federal 
immigration enforcement.

“This will not be a mission 
to build a new wall. It will 
not be a mission to round 

up women and children 
or detain people escaping 
violence and seeking a 
better life,” Brown wrote 
in a letter to the Trump 
administration.

Trump wants up to 4,000 
troops sent to the border to 
combat illegal immigration 
and drug trafficking and 
has already won commit-
ments for about 1,600 from 
the Republican governors 
of the other states that 
border Mexico.

— Associated Press
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Andy Wirth has announced his retirement as chief operat-
ing officer of Squaw Valley Alpine Meadows.

Woman linked 
to NU deaths 
back in jail

The San Jose woman 
accused in 
the March 
25 deaths 
of two 
Nevada 
Union 
High 
School 
students 
is back 

in jail under $560,000 in 
bond, authorities said.

San Jose police on Tues-
day arrested Sabrina Distu-
ra, 21, on a Merced County 
warrant issued that day by 
a judge. The reason for the 
warrant is Distura’s initial 
bond of $100,000 — which 
she made hours after her 
March 31 arrest — was far 
lower than her charges call 
for, according to records 
and Travis Colby, deputy 
district attorney with the 
Merced County District 
Attorney’s Office.

“The bond schedule says 
the bond is much higher 
than that,” Colby said.

Held Wednesday in 
the Elmwood Women’s 
Correctional Complex 
in Santa Clara County, 
Distura awaits transfer to 

the Merced County Jail, 
authorities said.

Distura is scheduled to 
appear next week before a 
Merced County judge for 
her first appearance. At that 
time the judge will set fu-
ture court dates, Colby said.

Distura faces nine 
charges in connection with 
the deaths of Tyler Nielson, 
17, and Justin Gardner, 
16. She has eight felonies 
— two counts of gross 
vehicular manslaughter, 
three counts of DUI caus-
ing injury and three counts 
of DUI with 0.08 percent 
or more blood alcohol 
content. She also faces a 
misdemeanor: possession 
of a controlled substance, 
court records state.

Authorities say Distura 
on March 25 crossed the 
median of Interstate 5 near 
Los Banos and collided 
with the car driven by Niel-
son, who died at the scene. 
Gardner died later that day.

A third student in the 
car — 16-year-old Dawson 
Fay — had a broken hip, 
officials said.

To contact Staff Writer 
Alan Riquelmy, email 
ariquelmy@theunion.com 
or call 530-477-4239.

Regulations 
on short-term 
rentals OK’d

Grass Valley officials 
backed away from a pro-
posal to limit the num-
ber of vacation rentals 
in town. But during a 
meeting Tuesday, coun-
cil members voted to ap-
prove an ordinance that 
will regulate short-term 
rentals of rooms within 
homes as well as whole-
house rentals.

Short-term rentals 
have been a hotly de-
bated topic, with some 
saying such vacation 
homes are exacerbating a 
growing housing crisis by 
taking long-term rentals 
off the market.

The issue first came 
before the city council in 
June 2017. In September, 
the council agreed Grass 
Valley should estab-
lish regulation for such 
rentals. During Planning 
Commission hearings on 
the proposed ordinance 
in January and February, 

Good bones

Jordan Fife, the National Exchange Hotel’s owner, walks through the third 
floor of the historic hotel during work Wednesday afternoon. With the hotel’s 
former furniture removed, the toll of time on the building and the need for res-
toration became more apparent. Now workers can focus on the restoration of 
the historic elements of the building before demolition work begins.

I t’s been an arduous process so 
far.

But Jordan Fife, who bought 
Nevada City’s iconic National 

Hotel in February, remains excited 
about the renovation of the long-ne-
glected hotel. 

He has also remained optimistic 
about his initial, aggressive time-
line for the multi-million dollar 
restoration — which will include a 
complete renovation of the interior 
to rectify code violations and a roof 
replacement — and still expects to 
reopen by November.

Fife has said that the National 
Exchange Hotel Company will be the 
launch of the brand’s flagship loca-
tion in Nevada City. The company is 
funded by Eastern Real Estate and 
its niche market will be “mid-level 
luxury” hotels.

Fife and his team have been work-
ing steadily to empty the hotel of 
the accumulated decades of tables, 
chairs, mattresses, and even pool 
equipment, all of which seeming-
ly was stuffed in nooks and cran-
nies and unused rooms rather than 
thrown away.

“We found rooms upon rooms with 
so much (stuff ) that the entryways 
were blocked,” Fife said. “In some, we 
ended up going through the windows 
to get in. There were 15 mattresses in 
one room alone.”

According to Fife the crew has even 
been discovering hidden rooms, spac-
es that were not on any of the plans.

“Part of this has been a discovery 
process,” he said. “Some of them have 
been exciting, some have been a little 
cringe-worthy.”

But, Fife said, after the first long 
slog, his team is finally off to the 
races.

Renovation of National 
Hotel gets under way
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Wirth to retire 
from Squaw Valley 
Alpine Meadows

Andy Wirth, president 
and chief operating officer 
of Squaw Valley Alpine 
Meadows, has announced 
his pending retirement, 
according to an email ob-
tained by the Truckee Sun.

“I’m prideful in having 
worked here at Squaw 
Valley Alpine Meadows 
over the past eight years 

having spent the vast ma-
jority of that time as the 
Chief Executive Officer,” 
Wirth wrote. “I look back 
on these eight years with 
great pride associated with 
a great many initiatives, but 
in particular: the acquisi-
tion of Alpine Meadows, 
the deployment of near-
ly $100 million in truly 
transformative capital and 

By Justin Scacco
Special to The Union

This week, they have started the 
removal of moldings and other pieces 
of architectural detail prior to demoli-
tion and construction.

“We want to be careful not to dam-
age the charm and character of the 
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Sabrina Distura
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“You’re on a very 
slippery slope 

when you tell people 
what they can or 
cannot do with their 
homes.”— council member Lisa 

Swarthout

Throughout Our Showroom

through May 1

Throughout Throughout Throughout Throughout Throughout Our ShowroomOur ShowroomOur ShowroomOur Showroom
Special Home Show Prices

IN THE HOME CENTER    
324 IDAHO MARYLAND RD, GV   

SIERRATIMBERLINE.COM

(530) 273-4822

OPEN 7 DAYS

F
I
R
E
P
L
A
C
E
S

A
W
N
I
N
G
S

F
U
R
N
I
T
U
R
E

H
O
T
T
U
B
S

S
T
O
V
E
S

Plus ...WE PAY 
THE SALES TAX!

SAVE 
SAVE 
SAVE

S
O
L
A
R
S
C
R
E
E
N
S

BROKER ASSOCIATE/REALTOR®

530.274.2727
530.277.0368
www.cherylr.com

See my listings in 
today’s HOME Real 
Estate Showcase

Cheryl 
Rellstab

“Real estate  
shopping 

made as easy 
as pie.”

“Real estate  
shopping 

made as easy 
as pie.”



A6 | Thursday, April 12, 2018 | The Union

NATIONAL
From page A1

National,” Fife said. 
It would be cheaper just 

to replace those pieces with 
brand-new versions, he 
said, but added, “the chips 
and nicks are part of the 
authenticity.”

Everything will be coded, 
labeled and inventoried af-
ter it is removed and blan-
ket-wrapped, he said.

The actual construction is 
expected to begin within the 
next few weeks, Fife said.

While he wants to keep 
as much of the footprint 
and layout as possible, the 
hotel needs to be made 
ADA-compliant, and all 
the hotel rooms have to be 
outfitted with their own 
bathrooms.

The process of stripping 
the National down has been 
integral to re-imagining the 
hotel.

“To be able to see the 
space in its bare elements 
… it helps me recognize 
how beautiful it really is,” 
Fife said. “Once you see 
the building naked, so to 
speak, it changes how we 
look at things. Less is more. 
We want the bones to show 
through.”

During the last two 
months, the design of the 
revamped hotel has become 
much more of a living 
organism and has trans-
formed “a lot” since the 
initial concept, he said.

“Before, I was inspired by 
the building’s history, and 
now I’m inspired by the 
actual building,” Fife said, 
with plans to riff off mul-
tiple textures and patterns 
“in a more modern way.”

Fife has been spending a 
fair amount of time in town 
these days, living in the ho-
tel while he’s here.

And, he says, he has been 
buoyed by Nevada City’s 
energy.

“We’re happy to be a part 
of this,” he said. “There are 
so many people here doing 
exciting things.”

Contact reporter Liz Kellar 
at 530-477-4236 or by 
email at lizk@theunion.
com.

WIRTH
From page A1

advancing the Califor-
nia Express Gondola, a 
generations-old dream of 
so many.

“However, above all and 
most importantly, I’ve en-
joyed the time spent with 
our team at these truly 
remarkable and legend-
ary mountains.”

Wirth cited spending 
time with his daughters 
and desire to be closer to 
the family’s new home 
in San Juan Capistrano, 
California, as reasons 
for stepping down from 
Squaw Valley Alpine 
Meadows.

“It is after careful con-
sideration and reflection 
that I have made this 
decision,” said Wirth in a 
statement. “My retirement 
will allow me to not only 
spend more time with my 
family, but focus on some 
of my passions, includ-
ing the active support of 
wounded warriors and 
environmental causes – 
advocacy and action. I’m 
prideful in having worked 
with this tremendous 
team and take note of our 
many accomplishments 
over the past eight years.”

Alterra Mountain 
Company, which oper-
ates Squaw Valley Alpine 
Meadows, will announce 
new leadership for the 
resort in the near future, 
according to a statement 
from the company. Ron 
Cohen, Alterra Deputy 
General Counsel, will 
serve as Interim Presi-
dent and Chief Operating 
Officer for Squaw Valley 

Alpine Meadows. Cohen 
has been working in the 
ski industry for 16 years, 
including eight years with 
Mammoth Mountain.

“On behalf of Alterra 
Mountain Company, I 
want to thank Andy for 
the dedication and com-
mitment he has brought 
to Squaw Valley Alpine 
Meadows for the past 
eight years,” said Da-
vid Perry, President and 
COO of Alterra Mountain 
Company. “His energy 
and innovative approach 
has helped set up this 
incredible mountain 
community for an even 
more vibrant future. We 
respect Andy’s decision 
to retire and wish him 
the very best in his new 
endeavors.”

Justin Scacco is a reporter 
with the Truckee Sun, a 
sister publication of The 
Union in eastern Nevada 
County.

“My retirement 
will allow me 

to not only spend 
more time with my 
family, but focus 
on some of my 
passions, including 
the active support 
of wounded warriors 
and environmental 
causes – advocacy 
and action.”

— Andy Wirth, president 
and chief operating officer 

of Squaw Valley Alpine 
Meadows

Furniture and other items sit in a corner of the National  
Exchange Hotel. Some items will be restored and included 
in the remodeled hotel.

“Before, I was 
inspired by the 

building’s history, and 
now I’m inspired by the 
actual building.”— Jordan Fife

National Exchange Hotel owner Jordan Fife stands in the 
second story lobby of the historic hotel. A two-day estate 
sale last month cleared most of the unwanted furniture 
from the building, while select pieces were saved for 
restoration.

National Exchange Hotel owner Jordan Fife leans against a piano from the 1850s that will be going to a member of the 
Red Hot Chili Peppers. A total of 15 pianos were in the historic hotel when Fife took ownership. Fife is standing in the 
second story lobby which will eventually become the dining room of the restaurant.
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many locals came out 
to speak, mostly on the 
topic of vacation rental 
homes.

The new ordinance 
creates a new section to 
allow short-term rentals, 
which are categorized as 
hosted short-term rental 
units (with no more than 
two rooms to be rented 
in a home), and vacation 
rental homes (the whole 
home can be rented). 
A swift process will be 
created to address vio-
lations of the operating 
standards.

Among other require-
ments, homeowners or 
property managers must 
live within 30 miles of 
the vacation rental and 
be readily available in 
the event the city needs 
to make contact.

Both rental categories 

would be required to pay 
transient occupancy tax-
es and obtain business 
licenses.

The draft ordinance 
also proposes scaling 
back requirements for 
traditional bed and 
breakfast inns in order 
to level the playing field 
for those businesses, 
which compete with 
online rentals through 
websites like AirBnB, 
VRBO and HomeAway.

One proposed portion 
of the ordinance, to limit 
the number of per-
mits for vacation rental 
houses to 20, proved 
controversial.

Community Develop-
ment Director Tom Last 
said city staff estimated 
the number of current 
vacation rentals in the city 
at between 50 and 60, 
leading to questions about 
the selection process to 
whittle down that number. 

“Are we stripping peo-
ple of their rights?” said 
council member Jason 
Fouyer.

Last pointed out that va-
cation rentals are not per-
mitted and are in violation 
of the city’s zoning code. 

“This would legitimize 
them,” he said.

“We have granted 

permission by not en-
forcing the rules on the 
books,” Fouyer said. “I’m 
not necessarily interest-
ed in taking that away.”

Council member Lisa 
Swarthout agreed, say-
ing. “You’re on a very 
slippery slope when you 
tell people what they can 
or cannot do with their 
homes.”

According to Swarth-
out the ordinance was 
initiated by one com-
plaint from a neighbor, 
as well as the desire by 
one council member to 
collect transient occu-
pancy tax on the rentals.

“I hate the fact that we 
are being put in the posi-
tion of mediating issues 
between neighbors,” she 
said. “This is not really 
within our purview.”

The ordinance, minus 
any limit on permits, 
was approved by the 
council on a 3-1 vote 
with Swarthout voting 
against it and Mayor 
Howard Levine recusing 
himself.

FUNDING PITCHES
Local arts organiza-

tions had the opportu-
nity to make community 
funding pitches to the 
council for inclusion in 
the budget for the up-
coming fiscal year. 

Each year, several com-
munity groups request 
funding from the city, 
typically to assist with 
their day to day operat-
ing budgets. Due to fiscal 
constraints, the city now 
requests that each group 
propose project-oriented 
funding requests rather 
than more general opera-
tions support.

For the next fiscal year, 
the Center for the Arts 
has requested $45,000. 
The Nevada County 
Arts Council asked for 
$5,000 for its Sierra 
Poetry Festival. Wild 
& Scenic Film Festival 
requested $5,000. The 
Nevada County Econom-
ic Resource Council and 
the Greater Grass Valley 
Chamber of Commerce 
partnered to request 
$10,000 to develop a 
Grass Valley Destina-
tion mobile application. 
Grass Valley Downtown 
Association requested 
$20,000.

Contact reporter Liz 
Kellar at 530-477-4236 
or by email at lizk@
theunion.com.

“Are we 
stripping 

people of their 
rights?”— council member Jason 

Fouyer

Speaker Ryan to retire, leaving 
big election-year GOP vacuum

WASHINGTON — 
House Speaker Paul Ryan 
abruptly announced 
Wednesday he will retire 
rather than seek another 
term in Congress as the 
steady if reluctant wing-
man for President Donald 
Trump, sending new ripples 
of uncertainty through a 
Washington already on 
edge and a Republican 
Party bracing for a rough 
election year. 

The Wisconsin Repub-
lican cast the decision to 
end his 20-year career as a 
personal one — he doesn’t 
want his children growing 
up with a “weekend dad” — 
but it will create a vacuum 
at both ends of Pennsyl-
vania Avenue. It will leave 
congressional Republicans 
without a measured voice 
to talk Trump away from 
what some see as damag-
ing impulses, and it will 
rob Trump of an influential 

steward to shepherd his 
more ambitious ideas into 
legislation. 

It’s unusual for a House 
speaker, third in line to 
succeed the president, to 
turn himself into a lame 
duck, especially so for 
Ryan, a once-rising GOP 
star who is only 48 and was 
the party’s vice presidential 

candidate in 2012. His deci-
sion fueled fresh doubts 
about the party’s ability to 
fend off a Democratic wave, 
fed by opposition to Trump, 
in November. And it threw 
the House into a leadership 
battle that could end up 
pushing Ryan aside sooner 
than he intended and crush 
any hopes for significant 
legislation before the 
election. 

Ryan, though, said 
he had no regrets after 
having accomplished “a 
heckuva lot” during his 
time in a job he never 
really wanted. He said 
fellow Republicans have 
plenty of achievements to 
run on this fall, includ-
ing the tax cuts Congress 
delivered, which have 
been his personal cause 

and the centerpiece of 
his small-government 
agenda, even though they 
helped skyrocket projected 
annual deficits toward $1 
trillion. 

“I have given this job ev-
erything I have,” Ryan said. 

Speculation over Ryan’s 
future had been swirling 
for months, but as he dialed 
up colleagues and spoke by 
phone with Trump ear-
ly Wednesday, the news 
stunned even top allies. 

Ryan announced his 
plans at a closed-door 
meeting of House Repub-
licans. Rep. Mark Walker 
of North Carolina said an 
emotional Ryan “choked 
up a few times trying to get 
through” his remarks and 
received three standing 
ovations. 

He later briefly thanked 
Trump in public for giving 
him the chance to move 
GOP ideas ahead. 

While Ryan was crucial in 
getting the tax cuts passed, 
a prime Trump goal, he 
and the president have 
had a difficult relationship. 
Trump showed impatience 
with Congress’ pace in 
dealing with his proposals, 
and Ryan had to deal with 
a president who shared 
little of his interest in policy 
detail. 

Still, for many Repub-
licans, it’s unclear who 
will be left in leadership 
to counterbalance Trump. 
Ryan has been “a steady 
force in contrast to the 
president’s more mercu-
rial tone,” said Rep. Mark 
Sanford of South Carolina. 

By Lisa Mascaro
Associated Press

Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, R-Wis., tells reporters he will not run for re-election 
amid Republican concerns over keeping their majority in the House of Representatives, 
during a news conference at the Capitol in Washington, Wednesday.
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“I have given this 
job everything I 

have.”— Speaker of the House  
Paul Ryan


