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Nevada County honors top employees 

Top honors were awarded 
Tuesday morning to a hand-
ful of the County of Nevada’s 
most innovative, helpful, 
productive, efficient, inspi-
rational and collaborative 
employees of the 2017 year.

Multiple rounds of ap-
plause sounded loudly from 
the standing-room-only 
crowd filling the board of 
supervisors chambers at the 
Rood Government Center 
while awards such as Super-
visor of the Year, Multipli-
er Employee of the Year, 

Innovative Employee of the 
Year, Above and Beyond 
Employee of the Year, Rook-
ie of the Year, Collaborative 
Employee or Team of the 
Year, and Employee of the 
Year were handed out.

The Atmospheric River 
Storm Response Team, 
made up of 15 employ-
ees from Nevada County’s 
Public Works-Sanitation 
division, received high fives 
from fellow county em-
ployees as they entered the 
supervisors chambers after 

Verizon drops 
wireless 
antenna plan

A more than three-year 
battle between Verizon 
Wireless and Nevada City 
is over. For now.

Last week, Verizon’s 
attorneys sent a letter to 
Nevada City’s city council, 
formally withdrawing its 
use permit application for 
a screened rooftop wire-
less facility at 109 North 
Pine Street. 

“It’s a small victory,” Ne-
vada City Council member 
Reinette Senum said.

But Verizon now wants 
to install “small cell facil-
ities” on existing power 
or telephone poles in 
downtown Nevada City, 
a move that has Senum 
concerned.

According to Senum, lo-
cal jurisdictions have little 
control over these micro-
wave radiation antennas 
called “small cells” on 
utility poles, street lamps, 

traffic lights and street 
signs. In October, Gov. 
Jerry Brown vetoed a bill 
backed by the cell phone 
industry that would have 
made it easier to install 
the small cell facilities. Se-
num was one of those who 
lobbied against the bill, 
arguing it created a risk to 
public health because of 
the dangers of radiation 
and electromagnetic fre-
quencies emitted by cell 
towers.

The bill would have 
downsized the role played 
by city and county officials 
in setting limits on where 
the equipment for new 
5G cellular service would 
be placed. Local govern-
ments would have had 

Witness: Suspect 
admitted to slaying

Christopher Bancroft, 
facing a murder charge 
in the death of Donald 
Ormsby, told a friend in 
2016 that he’d killed the 
51-year-old man — an al-
legation Bancroft imme-
diately retracted, saying 
he was testing his friend’s 
loyalty, a detective testi-
fied Tuesday.

Bancroft, 28, on June 18, 
2016, asked Ashlee Dalton 
about moving a body. Ban-
croft had arrived at Dalton’s 
home in Ormsby’s car, and 
they drove to the Roseville 
area to shop. Edgy and ag-
itated, Bancroft unsuccess-
fully tried to use Ormsby’s 
debit card at a Rocklin 
Target. At some point Ban-
croft told Dalton about an 
attack, Sheriff ’s Detective 
Rhiannon King testified.

“He had said that he’d 
killed him — that Mr. 
Bancroft had killed Mr. 
Ormsby,” King added.

Bancroft quickly retract-
ed the comment, saying 
he was testing Dalton, the 

detective 
said.

Dal-
ton told 
Bancroft 
she didn’t 
want to 
help him 
move 
someone’s 
body. 
At some 
point she 
spotted 
a shov-
el in the 
vehicle 
and items 
from 
Ormsby’s 

wallet, King said.
Dalton several weeks 

ago again spoke with 
King. Remembering King, 
Dalton cursed and said 
she wanted to protect 
Bancroft. The details Dal-
ton said she gave King in 
2016 weren’t correct, the 
detective testified.

ACCUSATIONS
King testified Tuesday 

In escrow

I t’s “99 percent” offi-
cial. The Holbrooke 
Hotel, one of western 
Nevada County’s old-

est historic hotels, is in es-
crow with the closing date 
scheduled for the middle of 
next month.

Jordan Fife, who made 
big news this spring when 
he purchased The National 
Hotel in Nevada City, is the 
buyer.

But unlike with the Na-
tional, which will be closed 
through the summer for 
an extensive renovation, 
Fife said he has no plans to 
shutter the Holbrooke for a 
major remodeling.

Both Fife and cur-
rent owner Ian Garfinkel 
stressed that the hotel, 
including the restaurant 
and the Golden Gate Sa-
loon, will stay open with no 
change in staff.

The hotel has been for 
sale for a while, Garfinkel 
said.

Garfinkel noted he 
bought the Holbrooke 
when it was just a day away 
from the auction block and 
in serious danger of closing.

“I probably bit off more 
than I was planning on,” 
he said. “But I brought it 
through a bad economy.”

While he still calls the 
Holbrooke ”an amazing 
building,” Garfinkel said he 
was ready to let the respon-
sibility go.

“I want to spend more 
time with my kids, I want 
to do more music,” he said, 
adding “I want to thank 

the community for their 
support over the last eight 
years.”

Fife confirmed that 
escrow is set to close Aug. 
15 and said nothing will 
change until he begins a 

phased renovation, prob-
ably within the next six 
months.

“We will reconfigure the 
hotel in a respectful man-
ner,” he said.

Fife and his team are 

deep into the massive res-
toration of the National on 
Broad Street, with roofing 
slated to begin this week.

But Fife said it actually 
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WEATHER Teen rescued 
after river fall

It took authorities about 
two minutes to hoist 
a 13-year-old boy into 
the air after his fall near 
Purdon Crossing and 
fly him to the Eric Rood 
Administrative Center, 
the California Highway 
Patrol said.

The river rescue hap-
pened around 3:30 p.m. 
Monday. Helicopter pilot 
Kevin Vinatieri said he 
responded to reports of 

an injured juvenile who’d 
fallen near the South 
Yuba River.

“It was a kid that had 
fallen approximately 10 
feet,” Vinatieri added. “It’s 
a deep, steep canyon and 
quite a ways from any 
roadway.”

Reports state a  
CalStar helicopter then 
took the teen to UC 
Davis. His condition is 
unknown.

— Staff Writer Alan 
Riquelmy
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“It’s a small 
victory.”

— Nevada City Council 
member Reinette Senum
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The Atmospheric River Storm Response Team, made up 
of members from the Public Works-Sanitation divison,  
receive high fives as they enter the board of supervi-
sors’ chambers after being named Nevada County’s 
Collaborative Team of the Year for 2017.
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The sale of Grass Valley’s Holbrooke Hotel is currently in escrow. Jordan Fife, who pur-
chased the National Exchange Hotel in Nevada City, is the buyer of the historic hotel. 
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makes a lot of sense, due 
to the economy of scale, to 
undertake two renovations 
simultaneously.

“We might as well, as long 
as we have everyone here 
already working,” he said.

Fife is still working on the 
renovation design for the 
Holbrooke, he said, adding, 
“I have a lot of ideas.”

The Holbrooke includes 
17 guest rooms in the main 
building and 11 additional 
rooms in the rear “an-
nex,” known as the Purcell 
House.

Fife is not using a cook-
ie-cutter approach for the 
two properties, saying 
that the Holbrooke has 
a slightly different target 
demographic.

“The difference is that 
this property is more of 
a business hub,” he said, 
citing the banquet room 
and Purcell House and the 
potential to be a popular 
wedding venue. “It’s a really 
exciting project, and it’s in 
great condition.”

In particular, Fife said, 
he is fascinated with the 
under-utilized Iron Door 
space, which he envisions 
as a speakeasy.

And the saloon of course 
will still have live music, he 
promised.

“We’ll be very conscious 
of (catering to) the com-
munity as well as tourists,” 
Fife said. “Grass Valley as a 
whole is seeing so many in-
teresting businesses coming 
in ... Change is happening, 
people are ready to provide 
things for the locals. They 
need a great restaurant, 
they need a place to hang 
out. We want to still be a 
part of the lexicon of this 
community.”

A STORIED HISTORY
The site of the current 

Holbrooke Hotel originally 
was The Union and then 
the Gold Exchange, in 1851.

The Golden Gate Saloon, 
rumored to be the oldest 

continuously operating 
saloon west of the Missis-
sippi, burned down in a fire 
that consumed all of down-
town Grass Valley in 1855. 
The owners of the saloon, 
Stephen and Clara Smith, 
reportedly set up a tent the 
next day and began serving 
beer and whiskey.

They eventually rebuilt 
the saloon and another 
building that would become 
The Exchange Hotel. The 
hotel burned in 1862 and 
was rebuilt by Charles 
Smith, a relative of the orig-
inal owners.

Charles Smith ran the 
Exchange Hotel until 1877, 
when he defaulted on the 
mortgage. M.P. O’Con-
ner bought the hotel at 
a sheriff ’s sale and sold 
it for $12,000 two years 
later to Daniel and Ellen 
Holbrooke.

Daniel Holbrooke died 
in 1884, but his widow 
ran the Holbrooke Hotel 
until 1908, when she sold 
it to Oeter and Elizabeth 
Johnson.

Throughout the years the 
hotel has hosted luminar-
ies such as Mark Twain, 
Bret Harte, Jack London, 
prizefighter “Gentleman 
Jim” Corbett and entertain-
ers Emma Nevada, Lola 
Montez and Lotta Crab-
tree. Five U.S. Presidents 
— Grover Cleveland, James 
Garfield, Ulysses S. Grant, 
Benjamin Harrison and 
Herbert Hoover — stayed 
at the hotel. Black Bart, 
the infamous stagecoach 
robber, also stayed at the 
Holbrooke, according to the 
registry books.

But after a series of neg-
ligent owners, the building 
fell into a state of disrepair.

In the late 1970s, Arletta 
Douglas became interest-
ed in the property and set 
about restoring the inside 
of the building. She kept 
the back bar, the same 
mahogany slab that sailed 
around the Cape Horn to 
be delivered to the hotel in 
the late 19th century. The 
wholesale renovation of 

the hotel was completed in 
1982.

Howard and Peggy 
Levine bought the property 
in 1991 and sold it in 2002 
to the Matt Weaver family.

In 2005, a group of inves-
tors, including Jim O’Brien, 
Mike Nudelman and Real-
tor Cheryl Rellstab, bought 
the property for about 
$2.35 million.

In March 2009, the 
investors announced the 
hotel would have to close 
down if it wasn’t sold, after 
receiving no bites on a $4.4 
million asking price. Two 
different operation groups 
came in on lease-to-own 
contracts but ran into fi-
nancial trouble.

Two Utah investors, Toni 
Johnson and Gareth Atkin-
son of Salt Lake City, oper-
ated the hotel from March 
16 to July 31, 2009, before 
pulling out due to financing 
issues. Atlantic First oper-
ated the hotel from Aug. 1, 
2009 to Jan. 4, 2010 before 
leaving hastily and failing 
to pay staff. 

The two investment 
groups ended up owing the 
city more than $41,000 
in back taxes and overdue 
sewer and water charges, 
resulting in liens filed 
against the property. 

In late July 2010, Citizen’s 
Bank, which held the mort-
gage on the historic property, 
said the owners were in de-
fault and the hotel would be 
placed on the auction block. 
Citizen’s later postponed that 
sale to make time for Garf-
inkel to close escrow on the 
property in 2011. The hotel 
had been listed for $1.4 mil-
lion, but the sale price was 
not disclosed.

During Garfinkel’s tenure 
the Holbrooke has been the 
star of several reality TV 
shows, including makeover 
show “Hotel Impossible” in 
2013 and “The Dead Files” 
in 2015.

Contact reporter Liz Kellar 
at 530-477-4236 or by 
email at lizk@theunion.
com.

HOLBROOKE
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in Nevada County Superior 
Court in the preliminary 
hearing of Bancroft and 
Schennal Christina Gomez, 
39. Both face a murder 
charge in connection with 
Ormsby’s death. 

Authorities in 2016 called 
Bancroft a person of inter-
est in Ormsby’s death. They 
charged Bancroft and Go-
mez in May with murder.

A handful of witnesses 
testified Tuesday in the 
case, including Wallace 
Tarp, who once dated Go-
mez. Currently incarcerated 
in Nevada, Tarp was given 
immunity by prosecutors to 
testify in the case.

On the witness stand, 
Tarp said Gomez ap-
proached him, nervous and 
scared, in June 2016.

“She said, ‘Don was 
dead,’” Tarp said. “Christo-
pher Bancroft had done it.”

According to Tarp, the 
slaying happened during 
a burglary planned by 
Ormsby, Bancroft and Go-
mez. On that night Ban-
croft struck Ormsby with a 
shovel. Gomez then tried to 
decapitate Ormsby.

Bancroft told Dalton that 
Ormsby had received a cash 
settlement of over $40,000, 

King testified.
“She said she ended his 

life with a shovel,” Tarp said 
of Gomez. “I didn’t believe 
her. Our relationship was 
full of lies.”

Under questioning by 
defense attorney David 
Alkire, who represents Go-
mez, Tarp said he’d struck 
Gomez in the past. He also 
clashed with Ormsby over 
who should sell drugs near 
a downtown Grass Valley 
grocery store. 

TIMELINE
Grass Valley Police Offi-

cer Brian Covella testified 
Tarp assaulted Gomez on 
June 10, 2016. Seven days 
later the officer responded 
to an altercation involving 
Tarp and Ormsby. Tarp 
told the officer Ormsby was 
going to the hospital with 
Gomez. 

According to King, Dal-
ton said Bancroft arrived at 
her home in Ormsby’s car 
on June 18, 2016. Sheriff ’s 
Sgt. Robert Jakobs testified 
that he saw Bancroft and 
Dalton on video surveil-
lance at the Rocklin Target, 
and that Bancroft unsuc-
cessfully tried to use Orms-
by’s debit card twice.

Covella testified that 
over the next few nights he 
spotted Ormsby’s vehicle 

parked near Condon Park. 
Contacting Ormsby’s 
mother, Covella learned 
she’d last seen her son on 
June 17, 2016.

Early June 25, 2016, 
Covella was flagged down 
by someone concerned 
about a possible car 
break-in.

The officer found Ban-
croft by Ormsby’s vehicle. 
Bancroft said he’d recently 
bought the car, and locked 
his keys and guitar in the 
trunk.

Bancroft was briefly de-
tained and then released. 
Another officer hours later 
spotted Bancroft driving 
that car, Covella said.

King testified that on 
June 27, 2016, she re-
sponded to a body that 
had been discovered on 
Countrywood Lane. The 
body, partially covered by 
foliage, later was identified 
as belonging to Ormsby.

Dr. Gregory Reiber, who 
performed the autopsy, tes-
tified that Ormsby’s death 
was a homicide. He died of 
blunt force head trauma.

The preliminary hearing 
continues today.

To contact Staff Writer 
Alan Riquelmy, email 
ariquelmy@theunion.com 
or call 530-477-4239.
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being named the 2017 
winner of the Collaborative 
Team of the Year. 

Kristen Plante, who was 
nominated for Multiplier 
Employee and Supervisor 
of the Year, happily accept-
ed the honor of Supervisor 
of the Year. 

Multiplier Employee of 
the Year, described as an 
employee who demon-
strates a leadership style 
that amplifies and brings 
out the best thinking and 
capabilities of those around 
them, went to Jeff Thorsby. 

Innovative Employee 
of the Year, someone who 
implements new ideas or 
technology, was awarded to 
Joshua Pack. County em-
ployee Kevin Gunning beat 
out 13 other nominees to 
win the Above and Beyond 

Employee of the Year.
Rookie of the Year, de-

scribed as an employee in 
their first or second year 
who makes their work en-
vironment more produc-
tive or efficient, went to 
Taylor Wolfe.

Employee of the Year 

went to longtime Nevada 
County employee Georgea-
na Pilcher. 

Other nominees for 
the Employee of the Year 
award included Angie 
Coffey, Karen Heggarty, Jo 
Paden, Micah Pierce, Tim 
Walz and Jeremy Vance.

Nevada County’s Supervisor of the Year award for 2017 
went to Kristen Plante, who was also nominated for the 
Multiplier Employee of the Year award.
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The Golden Gate Saloon was incorporated into the hotel after the building was rebuilt 
following the great Grass Valley fire of 1855. It is said to be one of the longest continu-
ously operating saloons on the west coast. 
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 Meet GVPD Sergeant
 Dan Kimbrough

✭ Hometown?
I grew up in Alta Sierra and 
graduated from Bear River 
High School in 1997.

✭ Hobbies?
I love to fish. I have also 
started trying to learn to 
draw.

✭ What made you want 
to become a police 
officer?
After serving in the military, 
I wanted to do something 
similar but without having 
to move my family around 
all the time. So, I thought 
returning to my hometown 
and becoming a police 
officer would be a good fit.

✭ Do you have 
any family in law 
enforcement?
I had an uncle that was a 
sheriff’s deputy.

✭ How long have you 
been in law enforcement?
11 years. 

✭ What did you do 
before you became a 
police officer?
I spent five years in the 
United States Marine Corp.

✭ If you weren’t in 
law enforcement, what 
would you be doing?
I would like to think that 
I would be a professional 
bass fisherman. More likely, 
I would probably work for 
the FAA as an Air Traffic 
Controller. That is what I did 
for the Marines and I really 
enjoyed it.

✭ Do you have any role 
models?
I have quite a few people 
that I admire, many of whom 
I now work with, but if I had 
to pick one I would say my 
grandmother. She is a very 
strong and loving person 
who has always been there 
when I needed someone.

✭ What you like 
about your job?
I believe this is one of the 
best professions in the 
world. As a police officer, we 
are constantly seeing things 
that most people could never 
even imagine. We are always 
being challenged and it is 
never boring. Above all, I 
really enjoy trying to help 
people in need.

CORE VALUES: 
Dedication, Excellence, and Partnerships. 

Dedication in all we do – no act of kindness is too 
small – dedication to our employees who are the #1 asset 
of the organization.  Excellence – providing excellent 

service delivery.  Partnerships – things get done through 
relationships – partnerships are the natural byproduct and 
necessary component to being successful at our mission.
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