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T
he people watching 
is pretty good at the 
Holbrooke Hotel. 

Thankfully, it ap-
pears it’ll stay that way.

The pending sale of the 
historic downtown Grass 
Valley hotel to Jordan Fife 
is a boon to our area. Fife, 
who also purchased the 
National Hotel in Nevada 
City, has said he’ll renovate 
both hotels and keep them 
operating.

These changes aren’t 
merely transactions of 
ownership from one person 
to another. The hotels are 
monuments of our com-
munity, landmarks of our 
downtowns that anchor our 
history and story in place.

Without them, we’d be as 
lost as the ghosts that sup-
posedly wander the halls 
of these brick-and-mortar 
icons.

Fife is taking a risk by 
purchasing these hotels, as 
any investor does. He de-
serves our thanks and well 
wishes. After all, his success 
is ours as well.

But let’s not overlook 

those hoteliers who operat-
ed both properties for years. 
We must commend Tom 
Coleman and Ernie Kehn 
at the National and Ian 
Garfinkel at the Holbrooke. 
They, and those who came 
before them, acted as 
business people as well as 
caretakers of community 
resources that existed long 
before we did. Hopefully 
these hotels will continue to 
dominate our downtowns 
for decades after we’ve left.

The greatest success we 
can hope for is that people 
a century from now will sit 
at the National and Hol-
brooke hotels and watch 
passersby while away an 
afternoon.

Some people might won-
der why the renovation and 
operation of two hotels in 
different cities have value to 
them personally. These are 
properties passing hands, 

as they’ve done many times 
since first constructed. 

We’d be wise to support 
these hotels, both vocally 
and financially. The Hol-
brooke and National are 
vital to our downtowns. All 
our local businesses are im-
portant to the vitality of our 
cities, and these hotels help 
them succeed. They provide 
the space for locals and 
visitors alike to eat, drink 
and sleep and then explore 
what our towns and county 
offers.

The hotels don’t just draw 
tourists here. They draw 
attention. They build mem-
ories and reputations. 

How many of you still 
mention the National Ho-
tel was featured in “The 
Christmas Card,” a 2006 
movie, when family is in 
town? How many visitors 
do you think visit our coun-
ty because of that movie?

And how many people 
decide to spend just a bit 
more time in Nevada Coun-
ty once they see what we’ve 
got to offer?

The beauty and history 
of our downtown historic 
buildings casts a spell on 
residents and tourists — 
an incantation that lasts 
year-round. 

For those of you not 
under that spell, visit the 
hotels when you can. Sit 
at the bar or by a window, 
sipping a cool drink as a 
hot sun heats the nearby 
concrete.

Or wait until tempera-
tures calm and the sky 
promises snow. Step into 
a movie scene featuring 
either Victorian or Cornish 
Christmas. 

The Holbrooke and Na-
tional hotels loom above 
you. Around you people 
move in costume, offering 
hot cocoa or candy. 

Take a moment to watch 
the passersby as they walk 
down the street or enter the 
hotel. The people and the 
buildings, the hotels that 
act as lifeblood through 
our towns, are part of the 
patchwork that makes our 
county unique.

Feel welcome. You’ve 
come home.
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at EditBoard@TheUnion.
com.

A downtown 
boon

IT TAKES A VILLAGE IDIOT BY R.L. CRABB

Time for Mueller to 
conclude meddling probe

I suspect many citizens 
will agree that it’s 
time to conclude the 
investigation into the 

2016 election meddling — 
and with a complete public 
report on the findings.  

We have a nation of citi-
zens divided and disgusted, 
and some who are down-
right angry, over the cir-
cumstances involved in the 
investigation.  

I think we all are tired of 
the continual piecemeal re-
ports, speculations, opinions 
and finger-pointing coming 
through various social me-
dia, from TV talking heads 
and from our politicians. 
Much of it merely creates 
more anger and divisive-
ness in those lining up for 
or against the issues and 
people involved.  

Our collective patience 
has been tested, and now we 
deserve conclusions.  

It was two years ago that 
the FBI began its investiga-
tion of Russian meddling 
into our election, accord-
ing to former FBI Director 
James Comey. Although our 
leaders in Congress were 
told about that prior to the 
election, they would not 
agree to allow the FBI and 
President Barack Obama to 
inform the public.  

And now it’s been 14 
months since the appoint-
ment of Special Counsel 
Robert Mueller to con-
tinue that probe. Mueller 
received the benefit of what 
the FBI already uncovered; 
and he also was direct-
ed to determine whether 
any individuals associat-
ed with President Donald 
Trump’s election campaign 

cooperated with Russians.  
It was only 12 months 

from when Archibald Cox 
was appointed special 
prosecutor in the Watergate 
break-in (May 18, 1973) 
to when the House Judi-
ciary Committee initiated 
impeachment proceedings 
against President Richard 

Nixon (May 9, 1974). And 
the Cox probe was climaxed 
within 15 months by Nixon’s 
resignation on Aug. 8, 1974.

Next month will mark 
15 months since Mueller’s 
appointment. So it would be 
best for all if he concluded 
his probe by September – by 
at least six weeks before our 
midterm voting. That allows 
time for all to examine the 
ramifications before voting.  

Many charges already 
have been filed; and many 
facts have been determined 
regarding Trump campaign 
staff members and their 
meetings with influential 
Russians.  

We already have guilty 

pleas by five Americans as a 
result of Mueller’s inves-
tigation. And I expect we 
will see more Americans 
charged within the next few 
weeks.  

With Mueller’s 29 pages 
of indictments against a 
dozen Russian military of-
ficers, a total of 25 Russian 
citizens have been charged. 
The latest charges also indi-
cate Mueller has uncovered 
many specific details, in-
cluding verbatim messages 
and conversations those 
Russians had with Ameri-
can citizens.  

Mueller has proven his 
thoroughness with those 
results.  

So now it’s time to end 
the speculation on whether 
other criminal or treason-
ous acts occurred – and by 
whom.    

I believe most of us are 
just getting damn tired of 
it all. And voters deserve 
a public report with final 
conclusions prior to this No-
vember’s midterm congres-
sional elections.  

We deserve to be provided 
with specifics on election 
tampering rather than 
continued speculations that 
provoke mounting divisive-
ness, disgust and anger.  

We also want to know de-
tails about what actions are 
being taken to keep Russia 

and any other foreign coun-
tries from meddling in 
our elections in the future 
– and especially for this 
November.  

I don’t care whether you 
are liberal, conservative, 
independent or whatev-
er, we as voters should 
not be expected to go into 
November’s election with 
an unknowing cloud of 
wondering how Mueller’s 
investigation will end.  

Meanwhile, many con-
tentious domestic issues 
and foreign policies are not 
getting the proper attention 
they deserve as a result of 
the continual distractions 
caused by the speculation 
on Mueller’s probe.  

Voters should not be 
forced to wait until after 
November’s midterm elec-
tions to learn the facts about 
which Americans partici-
pated or deliberately assist-
ed in the Russian meddling.  

Afterward, we don’t 
want voters to be saying: 
“If I knew all that when I 
voted, I would have voted 
differently.”

Collusion may not be a 
crime; but conspiring with 
members of foreign nations 
to ignore and break our U.S. 
laws falls into the realm of 
treason. And November’s 
voters deserve to know 
who merely colluded and 
who is being charged with 
conspiracy.

Darrell Berkheimer, who 
lives in Grass Valley, is a 
frequent contributor to The 
Union. He is the author of 
five books available through 
Amazon. Contact him at 
mtmrnut@yahoo.com.

The important flip side
In response to Mr. Avan-

sino’s letter in the July 11 
edition of The Union, I’d 
ask him the flip side of the 
discussion, to wit: 

What protects a wom-
an in whose body is an 
embryo for which for, any 
reason at all, she does 
not to wish to completely 
change her life for the next 
18 years plus a handful of 
months by incubating it 
into a constitutionally pro-
tected person? 

A philosophy held by 
many people that an 
embryo is such a per-
son should not force her 
to have no choice in the 
matter. Roe v. Wade got 
it right. Hopefully Judge 
Kavanaugh will continue 
to abide by stare deci-
sis — the legal principle 
of determining points in 
litigation according to 
precedent.

Timothy Jensen
Grass Valley

Misuse of apostrophe 
not missed

I’m a little slow getting 
to read the paper. Just fin-
ished the paper from July 5 
and I see the sub-headline: 
“Ain’t Necessarily Dead 
Festival returns for it’s 
fourth time this July.”

Can’t you just explain to 
The Union staff that the 
apostrophe means “it is” 
and maybe that would help 
them remember when to 
use the apostrophe or not? 

Texting and Facebook 
have all but eliminated 
spelling of words ... let 
alone proper spelling and 
proper grammar. I wonder 
what is being taught in 
schools?

Elaine Ashton
Grass Valley

The lack of civil discourse
I, too, like Nancy Garcia 

wrote in her “Other Voices,” 
am dismayed by the lack of 
civil discourse in American 
society these days. 

I remember fondly 
when we all could discuss 
our opinions and listen 
to others with respect 
and openness. I disagree, 
though, with the source of 
this change.

In fact, I wrote a letter to 
The Union over 20 years 
ago protesting the decline 
of civility, when it first 
started with Rush Lim-
baugh. I remember being 
shocked at the name call-
ing, and belittling of those 
he disagreed with. This all 
started and continues with 
the conservative media.

And now, we have Presi-
dent Trump who daily rips 
into people in a disgusting 
manner, and lies incessant-
ly. As of May 1, The Fact 
Checker reports that his 
misstatements in 366 days 
topped 3,000.

If you want to return to 
an atmosphere of respect 
for others, start with in-
sisting that the head of our 
national government be an 

example that we should all 
follow.

Judi McKeehan
Nevada City

On the closure of 
the Book Swap

Thank you to Liz Kellar 
for the nice article on the 
Banner Guilds Community 
Book Swap closure.

All the volunteers have 
really enjoyed sharing their 
love of books with all the 
swappers and are trying to 
continue some version of 
the swap. We should have 
information on the Au-
gust swap, which we hope 
will be in town at a local 
business. 

If it happens, it will be a 
Pop-up swap, which means 
the books brought that day 
will be what is available to 
swap. At the end, the books 
will be donated to local 
charities.  

Please stay tuned.
Becky Peabody

Grass Valley

We deserve to be provided with 
specifics on election tampering rather 
than continued speculations that 
provoke mounting divisiveness, disgust 
and anger.
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