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WEATHER Highway 49 wreck 
causes serious injuries 

A Nevada City driver ac-
cused of sending a woman 
to the hospital with com-
pound leg fractures after a 
wreck is free on $75,000 in 
bond, authorities said.

Molly Jean Purvis, 33, 
faces a felony count of DUI/
drugs causing bodily injury. 
Authorities booked her ear-
ly Saturday into the Nevada 
County Jail after a wreck on 
Highway 49, north of Old 
Downieville Highway, said 

Officer Mike Steele, with the 
California Highway Patrol.

Authorities determined 
Purvis was responsible 
for the head-on collision 
that happened at 6:12 p.m. 
Friday, the officer said.

“Our primary collision 
factor is DUI,” Steele said.

The victim was flown 
by CalStar to a Roseville 
hospital. Her condition is 
unknown, Steele said.

Both vehicles received 
major damage, he added.

— Alan Riquelmy
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Man heads to 
prison on assault, 
attempted 
robbery charges

A man convicted of se-
riously injuring his wife 

while 
trying to 
rob her 
was sen-
tenced 
Monday 
to nine 
years in 
prison.

Ste-
phen 

Woodward, 31, was 
convicted last month by 
a jury on charges of false 
imprisonment, attempted 
second-degree robbery, 
assault with a deadly 
weapon and corporeal 
injury to a spouse. Jurors 
also found that special al-
legations of causing great 
bodily injury and use of a 
deadly weapon were true, 
Nevada County Superior 
Court records state.

Visiting Judge C. An-
ders Holmer was the sen-
tencing magistrate.  

“I think nine years is 
appropriate,” Deputy 
District Attorney James 
Morris told the judge. 
“Ultimately, I think (the 
victim) went through a 
horrific night and I think 
Mr. Woodward is finally 
being held accountable 
for it.”

Defense attorney Larry 
Montgomery said he 
explained to Woodward 
that his charges prohibit-
ed probation.

“I understand the 
court’s position,” Mont-
gomery said. “He’s had 

Water main break 
closes Deer Creek, 
Seven Hills schools

The second week of 
classes got off to a bumpy 
start for Deer Creek and 
Seven Hills schools in 
Nevada City Monday. The 
schools were forced to send 
students home early after 
a water main broke on 
Reward Street, near both 
campuses. 

Nevada City School Dis-
trict Superintendent Trisha 
Dellis said students were 
released to go home at 
11:43 a.m. and that the day 
will not have to be made 
up, much like a snow day 
would be. 

“We were informed by 
Nevada City Public Works 
that there was a water 
main break,” said Dellis, 
“and we could have our 
water service interrupted. 
We really wanted to get our 
minutes in so we don’t have 
to make the day up, and we 

were able to get a little over 
three hours of instructional 
time.” 

An announcement on 
the Nevada City School 
District website Monday 
afternoon stated the water 
main had been repaired 
and students will return to 
class today as scheduled. 

“I think (the kids) 
probably were pleasantly 
surprised, it’s just the sec-
ond week of school,” Dellis 
said. “It all went really well 
with no issues to speak of. 
Somebody described it as 

Honoring a 
storied past

Jordan Fife, the new owner of the Holbrooke Hotel in downtown Grass Valley, will renovate the historic building in 
stages.

C alifornia Klondike.
That’s the aes-

thetic mash-up 
new owner Jordan 

Fife is shooting for with 
his planned renovation of 
Grass Valley’s historic Hol-
brooke Hotel, with decor 
ranging from pure kitsch to 
more authentic pieces and 
even modern interpreta-
tions of a Western theme.

That renovation will roll 
out in stages, however, with 
Fife shooting to be done in 
six months.

The hotel on West Main 
Street closed temporarily 
late last week, but Fife said 
the initial transition will be 
a quick one and he hopes 
to be open again by this 
Sunday.

“Definitely before Labor 
Day,” he said. 

Initially, Fife said, he had 
simply planned on keep-
ing the Holbrooke open 
pretty much as is during 
the beginning stages of his 
ownership.

“Then we figured, we 
might as well do it right 
from the beginning,” he 
said. “This hotel does have 
a following and we don’t 
want to alienate them — 
but we want to create a 

product we can be proud 
of.”

This week, the space will 
be spruced up with a “deep 
clean” and some reorganiz-
ing, but Fife said custom-
ers won’t see any major 
changes just yet.

“What people will notice 
first is the menu,” he said. 
“We are re-doing the bar 
menu, and we’re planning 
a temporary restaurant 
menu with farm-to-table 
pub food.”

Fife has tapped the ex-
pertise of Michael Worth, 
who has worked with him 
in the past in Palm Springs, 
to revamp the offerings at 
the Golden Gate Saloon.

Worth said the bar will 
continue to offer an ar-
ray of mixed drinks and 
domestic beers, with the 
addition of local craft beers 
and a trimmed-down wine 
list.

He is curating specialty 
cocktails in keeping with 
the Holbrooke’s storied 
past, he said.

“There’s so much history 
to this hotel, what I love 

about it is its resilience,” 
Worth said, citing its resur-
rection from the ashes after 
two separate fires as the 
inspiration for “When the 
Smoke Clears,” a cocktail 
with a smoky mezcal base. 

The “Miner’s Little 
Lady” will feature bour-
bon, agave, a ginger syrup 
and lemon, exemplifying a 
drink menu he calls “fun, 

Holbrooke 
Hotel’s new 
owner plans 

a phased 
renovation
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Grass Valley’s Holbrooke Hotel will be closed for a little 
more than a week during the ownership transition.

ELIAS FUNEZ/EFUNEZ@THEUNION.COM

“There’s so much 
history to this 

hotel, what I love about 
it is its resilience.”— Michael Worth

Stephen 
Woodward

“It all went really 
well with no 

issues to speak of. 
Somebody described it 
as ‘controlled chaos.’”— Nevada City School 

District Superintendent 
Trisha Dellis

“Ultimately, I 
think (the victim) 

went through a horrific 
night and I think Mr. 
Woodward is finally 
being held accountable 
for it.”

— Deputy District Attorney 
James Morris
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a life filled with drug 
abuse.”

Woodward in a letter to 
the judge said he started 
using methamphetamine 
at 19.

“I am not a bad per-
son,” Woodward states. 
“I’ve just made some 
horrible mistakes while 
under the influence of 
drugs.”

The victim described 
what she said happened 
on Sept. 16 and 17. 

In that letter she states 
she found evidence of 
drug use in her home. 
She left, returning early 
the following morning 
with a baseball bat to 
protect herself.

Woodward waited for 
her outside, dragging 
her inside her home and 

grabbing the bat, the let-
ter states.

“When I tried to grab 
for his cellphone, he hit 
my left hand with the bat 
and I thought it was bro-
ken,” she writes. “I took 
about 2 weeks to regain 
full use of my hand and 
left arm because of the 
injuries incurred.”

Woodward later forced 
her into her car. He drove 
to her bank and punched 
her when she refused to 
give him her bank card 
number, the letter states.

Days later the woman’s 
family and friends con-
vinced her to visit a hos-
pital and make a police 
report, she writes.

To contact Staff Writer 
Alan Riquelmy, 
email ariquelmy@
theunion.com or call 
530-477-4239.

‘controlled chaos.’”
Parents were surprised 

as well by the early dis-
missal, many left scram-
bling to keep their children 
occupied on an unexpected 
partial day. 

Kelly Stewart, mother of 
two children who attend 
Seven Hills, said she was 
lucky she had the day off 
work, otherwise she would 
have had to put her job 
on hold while arranging 
for transportation and 
supervision for her son 
and daughter with just an 
hour’s notice. 

“It was interesting for 
us,” said Stewart. “I saw 
the phone ringing from the 
school and I immediate-
ly thought my son was in 

trouble, but it was an auto-
mated message saying the 
kids would be dismissed in 
an hour.” 

Stewart said in addition 
to her own children, she 
picked up the kids of a 
close friend for whom she 
is listed as an emergency 
contact. The children’s 
mother was unable to leave 
work in time to meet them. 

“Lucky for me I had the 
day off, and the only reason 
is that my boss is on va-
cation,” she said. “It was a 
total fluke I was available.”

The cause of the main 
break was unknown at 
press time. 

Jennifer Nobles is a staff 
writer for The Union. 
She can be reached at 
jnobles@theunion.com or 
530-477-4231. 

easy and accessible, but 
interesting.” 

CREATING A BRAND
Fife also is in the midst 

of a major renovation of 
Nevada City’s iconic Na-
tional Hotel after purchas-
ing it this spring — but has 
had to pivot somewhat to 
get the Holbrooke back up 
and running as quickly as 
possible.

“There’s no breathing 
room,” he said, citing the 
desire to be considerate of 
the local market. “We can’t 
have this hotel closed. I 
want to keep this as short 
a transition as possible. 
It’s an incredibly short 
turnaround.”

The hotel’s transforma-
tion will be carried out in 
stages.

Fife plans to start reno-
vations at the Holbrooke 
immediately, he said, 
starting with the Purcell 
House in back of the main 
building.

“Once that’s done, we’ll 
start on the upstairs rooms, 
moving down,” Fife said. 
“The bar, lobby and restau-
rant will be last.”

One of the changes the 
hotelier is most excited 
about is the restoration of 
the saloon.

The bar used to span the 
entire length of the build-
ing, Fife explained, adding 
that he plans to restore 
that aspect, taking out the 
double doors that current-
ly mark off the “library” to 
create one large bar and 
restaurant with courtyard 
seating. Live music will 
still be on tap, with Fife 
hoping to book a regular 
Sunday band.

The registration desk will 
be removed and that area 
will turn into a commu-
nal “hang-out” space with 
board games and musical 
instruments available.

“Guests will check in 
at the bar,” Fife said, 
“We’ll give them a glass of 
whiskey.”

This week, all the Hol-
brooke employees are in 
training, Fife said.

“We retained most of the 
old staff and added some 
new members,” he said. 
“We are still looking for 
some additional employ-
ees. We’re building a team, 
we’re trying to institute 

brand standards and really 
exemplify who we are as 
hoteliers.”

Contact reporter Liz Kellar 
at 530-477-4236 or by email 
at lizk@theunion.com.

The Golden Gate Saloon, incorporated into the hotel after the building was rebuilt fol-
lowing a fire in 1855, is seen in this file photo from earlier this year.

ELIAS FUNEZ/EFUNEZ@THEUNION.COM

A closed sign promises a mystery saloon hour daily until 
the Holbrooke Hotel reopens next week.

LIZ KELLAR/LIZK@THEUNION.COM

“We retained 
most of the old 

staff and added some 
new members. We are 
still looking for some 
additional employees. 
We’re building a team, 
we’re trying to institute 
brand standards and 
really exemplify who 
we are as hoteliers.”— Jordan Fife
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Utah firefighter died after fire retardant drop

SACRAMENTO — A 
firefighter died last week 
from falling tree debris after 
thousands of gallons of re-
tardant were dropped on the 
area where he was helping 
battle California’s largest-ev-
er wildfire, according to a 
preliminary report from 
investigators. 

The summary report by 
California fire officials says 
Battalion Chief Matthew 
Burchett was struck by de-
bris on Aug. 13 at the Men-
docino Complex Fire. Three 
other firefighters had minor 
injuries. 

Funeral services for the 
42-year-old Burchett were 
held Monday in his home 
state of Utah. He is survived 
by a wife and 7-year-old son. 

The two-paragraph sum-
mary calls for an immediate 
corrective action, saying fire-
fighters must remain clear of 
areas with overhead hazards 

during a retardant drop. 
“That is what we’re trained 

to do,” said Scott McLean, a 
spokesman for California’s 
firefighting agency. “Look 
up, look down, look around.” 

He and other spokesmen 
could not say what went 
wrong in this case, citing the 
ongoing investigation. That 
includes disclosing the type 
of aircraft involved, why the 
four firefighters were un-
derneath, or even if all four 
firefighters were from the 
same unit. 

Cliff Allen, president of 
the union representing state 
wildland firefighters, said 
he understood investiga-
tors were still conducting 
interviews. But he said fire 
supervisors should have 
made sure the firefighters 
were well clear of the drop 
zone or that their positions 
were clearly marked for the 
air tanker pilot and the pilot 
of the lead planes that guide 
in the huge aircraft, showing 
them where to go and when 

to start and stop slurry 
drops. 

There could have been a 
radio miscommunication 
or the crew may not have 
heard or chose to ignore 

the radio warning, he said. 
He cautioned that it’s not 
clear from the preliminary 
report whether the tree was 
weakened from the fire or 
from the retardant drop, or 

if the firefighters were hit by 
fire retardant slurry, which is 
a mixture of water, fertilizer 
and red dye. 

“Anytime you’re working 
in trees, you have trees that 
are fire weakened, then 
strong winds or water or 
retardant drops could po-
tentially cause them to fall 
and possibly injure folks,” he 
said. “It’s often referred to as 
‘widow makers.’” 

Modified DC-10s can drop 
12,000 gallons of slurry, 12 
times the amount carried 
by the standard smaller air 
tanker used by the California 
Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection. It can lay 
a swath of fire retardant as 
wide as a football field for as 
long as a mile. 

CalFire says the modi-
fied 747 can drop 24,000 

gallons, double that of the 
DC-10. It uses a system that 
can release the slurry under 
pressure or as gently as fall-
ing rain from an altitude as 
low as 400 feet. 

Firefighters who can’t get 
out of the way are trained 
to lie face down toward the 
oncoming aircraft, helmet 
on, chinstrap secured, one 
hand holding the top of the 
helmet as it takes the brunt 
of the impact, McLean 
said. The firefighter’s legs 
should be spread to provide 
stability, because the force 
of the falling slurry and the 
air turbulence can other-
wise lift a firefighter off the 
ground. 

“If you’re in that particular 
area and you can’t leave, you 
want to get to a safe posi-
tion,” McLean said.

By Don Thompson
Associated Press

Firegfighters carry the casket of Battalion Chief Matt 
Burchett of the Draper Fire Department into the Maverik 
Center in West Valley City, Utah, for his funeral on Monday. 
Battalion Chief Matt Burchett was hit by a tree Monday 
while fighting a wildfire north of San Francisco. He was 
flown to a hospital where he succumbed to his injuries.
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“That is what we’re trained to do. Look up, 
look down, look around.”

— Scott McLean, a spokesman for  
California’s firefighting agency

Trump ready to ease rules 
on coal-fired power plants

WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration is 
set to roll back the center-
piece of President Barack 
Obama’s efforts to slow 
global warming, the Clean 
Power Plan that restricts 
greenhouse gas emissions 
from coal-fired power 
plants. 

A plan to be announced 
Tuesday would give states 
broad authority to de-
termine how to restrict 
carbon dioxide and other 
greenhouse gas emissions 
that contribute to global 
warming. The Environ-
mental Protect Agency 
announced late Monday 
that acting administrator 
Andrew Wheeler planned 
to brief the news media by 
telephone Tuesday on what 
the administration is call-
ing the “Affordable Clean 
Energy” rule — greenhouse 
guidelines for states to set 
performance standards for 
existing coal-fired power 

plants. 
President Donald Trump 

is expected to promote the 
new plan at an appear-
ance in West Virginia on 
Tuesday. 

The plan is also expected 
to let states relax pollution 
rules for power plants that 
need upgrades, according 
to a summary of the plan 
and several people famil-
iar with the full proposal 
who spoke to The Associ-
ated Press on condition of 
anonymity because they 
weren’t authorized to dis-
cuss the plan publicly. 

Combined with a 
planned rollback of 
car-mileage standards, the 
plan represents a signifi-
cant retreat from Obama-
era efforts to fight climate 
change and would stall an 
Obama-era push to shift 
away from coal and to-
ward less-polluting energy 
sources such as natural 
gas, wind and solar power. 
Trump has already vowed 
to pull the U.S. out of the 
Paris climate agreement as 

he pushes to revive the coal 
industry. 

Trump also has direct-
ed Energy Secretary Rick 
Perry to take steps to 
bolster struggling coal-
fired and nuclear power 
plants to keep them open, 
warning that impending 
retirements of “fuel-secure” 
power plants that rely on 
coal and nuclear power 
are harming the nation’s 
power grid and reducing 
its resilience. 

A three-page summa-
ry being circulated at the 
White House focuses on 
boosting efficiency at coal-
fired power plants and 
allowing states to reduce 
“wasteful compliance 
costs” while focusing on 
improved environmen-
tal outcomes. Critics say 
focusing on improved effi-
ciency would allow utilities 
to run older, dirtier power 
plants more often, under-
cutting potential environ-
mental benefits. 

The White House rejects 
that criticism. 

By Matthew Daly
Associated Press

IN BRIEF
Cars stop traffic, 
speed in circles on San 
Francisco bridge

SAN FRANCISCO — 
Officials are investigating 
a series of reckless driving 
in California, including 
an incident on the San 
Francisco Bay Bridge in-
volving three cars speed-
ing in circles around each 
other.

The California Highway 
Patrol says one of three 
drivers was arrested 
Sunday on charges of reck-
less driving and speeding 
after he and several other 
stopped bridge traffic.

In a video posted by 
CHP, three cars are filmed 
speeding in circles with 
tires screeching.

Other drivers who 
helped stop traffic were 
fined, and two cars were 
impounded, including that 
of the driver taken into 
custody.

A similar incident 
occurred late Sunday 
evening in Los Angeles. 
The Los Angeles Times 
reports that as many as 40 
cars blocked traffic to spin 
in circles in the middle of 
intersections in Compton 
and Willowbrook.

Colorado man charged 
with murder says wife 
killed daughters

DENVER   — A Colorado 
man told police that he 
killed his pregnant wife in 
“a rage” when he discov-
ered she had strangled 
their two daughters after 
he sought a separation, 
according to an arrest affi-
davit released on Monday.

Colorado prosecutors, 
though, filed formal 
charges earlier in the day, 
accusing the former oil 
and gas worker of murder-
ing his entire family days 
before he was interviewed 
by local television stations 
and pleaded for his miss-
ing family’s safe return 
home.

Christopher Watts, who 
is being held without bail, 
is due back in court on 
Tuesday morning to be 
advised of the charges filed 
against him.

District Attorney Michael 
Rourke declined to answer 
most questions about the 
case Monday but said his 
office has three prosecu-
tors assigned to it. Rourke 
also said it was too early 
to discuss whether he will 
seek the death penalty.

AP sources: Prosecutors 
preparing charges 
against Cohen

NEW YORK — Michael 
Cohen, President Donald 
Trump’s former personal 
lawyer, could be charged 
before the end of the 
month with bank fraud 
in his dealings with the 
taxi industry and with 
committing other finan-
cial crimes, two people 
familiar with the federal 
probe said Monday.

The people con-
firmed reports that 
federal prosecutors in 
Manhattan were consid-
ering charging Cohen 
after months of specu-
lation over a case that 
has been a distraction 
for the White House with 
the midterm elections 
approaching.

The people, who 
weren’t authorized to 
discuss the case and 
spoke on Monday on 
condition of anonymity, 
refused to answer ques-
tions about speculation 
that Cohen still might 
strike a plea deal with 
prosecutors requiring his 
cooperation.

— Associated Press


