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screened from the park-
ing lot to create a “secret 
garden” feel. The concrete 
that currently anchors the 
patio will be torn up and 
replaced with gravel eating 
areas and water features. 
Fife envisions a fire pit that 
will function as the setting 
for interactive campfire 
dining featuring “hobo 
dinners” (think old-school 

cookout meals wrapped in 
tinfoil) and “mountain pies” 
with both sweet and savory 
fillings.

“This will be a romantic 
courtyard,” Fife said. “It’s 
really under-utilized right 
now.”

Fife and his staff already 
have unveiled a menu 
developed with the help of 
Nate Overstreet and Ashly 
Amador, whose highly 
anticipated restaurant, 

Watershed, is set to open on 
Mill Street in the coming 
months.

“We want to be really 
proud of what we’re serv-
ing, with the best possible 
ingredients and the clean-
est, loveliest food we can 
produce,” Fife said of the 
menu, which he charac-
terizes as Western camp-
fire food, updated — i.e., 
a “pork & beans” that is 
actually more of a cassou-
let with ham hocks, garlic 

sausage and navy beans. 
Some of the hotel’s old fa-
vorites, such as potato skins 
and fish & chips, remain 
on the menu, “elevated” 
with fresh, from-scratch 
interpretations.

The Holbrooke will bring 
back the tradition of “house 
bands” on Wednesday and 
Sundays, but will skew the 
sound to bluegrass and old-
time country with Ragged 
But Right, and Past Due 

and Playable, on tap so far. 
Open mike and karaoke 
nights, as well as trivia, are 
also being planned.

Fife next plans to turn his 
attention to the free-stand-
ing Victorian-era Purcell 
House that sits behind the 
main hotel. He will grade 
and landscape in front into 
a romantic garden suitable 
for wedding receptions. 
The house will be available 
to rent by the room or as a 
whole, and the rooms will be 
refurbished to have a com-
pletely different vibe from 
the main hotel, Fife said.

After the Purcell House 
is revamped, the team will 
move back to the Hol-
brooke, starting with the 
upstairs rooms. After that, 
the bar and lobby will be re-
configured. And last on the 
list will be the Iron Door 
downstairs, re-imagined as 
a speakeasy.

“For now we are open 
(as is), but the changes will 
be really spectacular,” Fife 
promised.

Contact reporter Liz Kellar 
at 530-477-4236 or by 
email at lizk@theunion.
com.

about a 1,900-foot section 
of the canal.

The project approved on 
Wednesday is to grade a 
portion of the abandoned 
canal for stormwater, a 
mitigation measure that 
was part of the California 
Environmental Quality Act 
document for this project. 
The district has received 
approval of the drainage 
plans by the property own-
ers that this grading will be 
affecting, district spokes-
woman Susan Lauer said 
in a press release. Hansen 

Bros. Enterprises submitted 
a proposal in the amount of 
$234,782 in order to com-
plete the grading for four 
properties. Due to budget 
constraints and design 
plans still in process, the 
remaining portion of the 
canal will be regraded next 
year.

The board also approved 
a $111,354 contract with 
NMI Industrial, based in 
Sacramento, to install a 
new trash rack for the Com-
bie South Powerhouse. The 
rack is mounted to the face 
of Combie Dam over the 
intake to the south power-
house penstock to protect 

hydroelectric operations. 
According to the staff 
report, the existing trash 
rack is badly deteriorated 
and the cleaning system 
does not adequately remove 
debris.

The next regular meet-
ing of the NID Board of 
Directors will be held at 9 
a.m. on Sept. 26, at the NID 
Business Center located at 
1036 West Main St., Grass 
Valley. NID Board meetings 
are open to the public.

Contact reporter Liz Kellar 
at 530-477-4236 or by 
email at lizk@theunion.
com.
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“We want to be really proud of what 
we’re serving, with the best possible 

ingredients and the cleanest, loveliest food we can 
produce.” — Jordan Fife

The Holbrooke Hotel has re-opened for business under new ownership. 
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Storm’s uncertain track sows fear; 10 million in crosshairs

MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. 
— Hurricane Florence put 
a corridor of more than 
10 million people in the 
crosshairs Wednesday as 
the monster storm closed in 
on the Carolinas, uncer-
tainty over its projected 
path spreading worry across 
a widening swath of the 
Southeast.

Faced with new forecasts 
that showed a more south-
erly threat, Georgia’s gover-
nor joined his counterparts 
in Virginia and North and 
South Carolina in declaring 
a state of emergency, and 
some residents who had 
thought they were safely out 
of range boarded up their 
homes.

The National Hurricane 
Center’s best guess was 
that Florence would blow 
ashore as early as Friday 
afternoon around the North 
Carolina-South Carolina 
line, then push its rainy way 
westward with a potential 
for catastrophic inland 
flooding.

Florence’s nighttime 
winds were down to 110 
mph from a high of 140 
mph, and the Category 3 
storm fell to a Category 2, 
with a further slow weak-
ening expected as the storm 
nears the coast. But au-
thorities warned it will still 

be an extremely dangerous 
hurricane.

“Do you want to get hit 
with a train or do you want 
to get hit with a cement 
truck?” said Jeff Byard, an 
administrator with the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.

Tropical storm-force 
winds extended 195 miles 
from Florence’s center, 
and hurricane-force winds 
reached out 70 miles.

The National Weather 

Service said 5.25 million 
people live in areas un-
der hurricane warnings or 
watches, and 4.9 million 
live in places covered by 
tropical storm warnings or 
watches.

At the White House, 
President Donald Trump 
both touted the govern-
ment’s readiness and urged 
people to get out of the way 
of Florence.

“Don’t play games with it. 
It’s a big one,” he said.

As of 11 p.m., the storm 
was centered 280 miles 
southeast of Wilmington, 
North Carolina, moving 
northwest at 17 mph. The 
hurricane center said Flor-
ence will approach the coast 
Friday and linger for a while 
before rolling ashore.

As of Tuesday, more than 
1.7 million people in the 
Carolinas and Virginia were 
warned to clear out. Airlines 
had canceled nearly 1,000 
flights and counting. Home 

Depot and Lowe’s activated 
emergency response centers 
to get generators, trash bags 
and bottled water to stores 
before and after the storm. 
The two hardware chains 
said they sent in a total of 
around 1,100 trucks.

Duke Energy, the nation’s 
No. 2 power company, said 
Florence could knock out 
electricity to three-quarters 
of its 4 million customers 
in the Carolinas, and out-
ages could last for weeks. 

Workers are being brought 
in from the Midwest and 
Florida to help in the 
storm’s aftermath, it said.

Boarding up his home 
in Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina, Chris Penning-
ton watched the forecasts 
and tried to decide when to 
leave.

“In 12 or 18 hours, they 
may be saying different 
things all over again,” he 
said.

Computer models of ex-
actly what the storm might 
do varied, adding to the un-
certainty. In contrast to the 
hurricane center’s official 
projection, a highly regard-
ed European model had the 
storm turning southward 
off the North Carolina coast 
and coming ashore near 
the Georgia-South Carolina 
line.

Reacting to the possibility 
of a more southerly track, 
Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal 
declared an emergency but 
did not immediately order 
any evacuations.

“I ask all Georgians to 
join me in praying for the 
safety of our people and all 
those in the path of Hurri-
cane Florence,” Deal said.

By Jeffrey Collins
Associated Press

Sand bags surround homes on North Topsail Beach, N.C., Wednesday, as Hurricane Florence threatens the coast. 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

“In 12 or 18 hours, 
they may be 

saying different things 
all over again.”— Chris Pennington
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supply within 30 feet. A 
tenant or property owner 
must be present, Thorsby 
said, adding this is designed 
to prevent visitors from 
bringing a portable barbe-
cue to the river 
and trespassing 
on private land.

A third excep-
tion will allow 
fires inside a 
fire ring or fire pit at least 
25 feet away from struc-
tures with water available 
within 30 feet. The ban will 
include smoking, with ex-
ceptions for those smoking 
in an enclosed vehicle or 
building or while stopped 
in an area that is cleared.

The ordinance will be 
complaint-driven and will 
be enforced as a misde-
meanor, punishable by a 
fine of up to $1,000 or a jail 
sentence of up to 90 days.

Education is a huge 

component, Thorsby told 
the supervisors, pointing 
to continuing the “Love 
the Yuba Like a Local” 
campaign.

“On any weekend in 
(the town of) Washing-
ton, they can get 2,000 
visitors, and only 50 peo-

ple live there,” Supervisor 
Hank Weston said. “We 
know this is an issue ... 
The public wants more 
enforcement, they want 
more patrols.”

Supervisor Heidi Hall 
called the ban “one more 
small step” in protecting 
the county from wildfire. 
Fellow board member Ed 
Scofield said enforcement 

is crucial and asked how 
that would be addressed.

“If the public sees 
something … they are 
going to phone 911 and 
lodge a complaint,” 
Weston said, adding that 
the Sheriff ’s Office had 
committed to addressing 

that. 
Weston agreed 

more staff would 
be needed, and 
suggested adding 
river patrols next 

year. 
“Enforcement is the 

weakest part of the or-
dinance,” Hall acknowl-
edged, adding that per-
mits and penalties could 
be possible in the future.

Contact reporter Liz 
Kellar at 530-477-4236 
or by email at lizk@
theunion.com.

“Enforcement is the weakest part 
of the ordinance.”

— Supervisor Heidi Hall
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PUBLIC NOTICE OF SPECIAL DISTRICT VACANCIES

NEVADA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS IS SEEKING 
INTERESTED PERSONS TO SERVE ON THE FOLLOWING:

*KINGSBURY GREENS COMMUNITY SERVICES DIS-
TRICT: (1 vacancy) One resident of Kingsbury Greens 
CSD to fill an unexpired term ending December 4, 2020. 
The District shall provide for the collection, treatment, 
and disposal of sewage, waste and storm water of the 
district and its residents. Applicant must be a regis-
tered voter within the District. For further information, 
contact Kingsbury Greens CSD office, (209) 544-3422 or 
(888) 862-3335. Open until filled.

*RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT: (2 positions) 
Two public representatives for terms ending November 
25, 2022. Members shall be a landowner or agent of a 
landowner in Nevada County or Western Sierra County 
with a demonstrated interest in soil and water conserva-
tion. Activities of the District include short- and long-
term planning, financial responsibility, sound District 
management and natural resource conservation. 
Applicant must be a registered voter within the District. 
For further information, contact the District, (530) 272-
3417. FINAL FILING DATE: October 19, 2018.

*TRUCKEE CEMETERY DISTRICT: (1 vacancy) One 
public member appointed by the Board of Supervisors to 
fill an unexpired 4-year term ending July 1, 2022. This 
Board meets on a monthly basis and determines action 
and policies in the maintenance and management of 
the Truckee Cemetery District. Pursuant to Health and 
Safety Code Sections 9021 and 9022. Applicant must be a 
registered voter within the District. For further informa-
tion, contact the District office at (530) 587-6553. Open 
until filled.

*Members must file a Financial Disclosure Statement.
All newly appointed and reappointed members will 
be required to sign an Oath of Office prior to serving. 
Persons interested in serving may submit a Special 
District Application which may be obtained from the 
Board of Supervisors office, Second Floor, Eric Rood 
Administrative Center, 950 Maidu Avenue, Nevada City or 
phone 265-1480 or on the County website: https://www.
mynevadacounty.com/DocumentCenter/View/13789. If 
further information is requested, contact Julie Patterson 
Hunter, Clerk of the Board (530) 265-1480. Applica-
tions must be submitted to Nevada County Clerk of the 
Board’s office.


