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• Modern Retirement 
   Planning
• Wealth Management
• Investment Trends 
• Social Security / Medicare
• Long Term Care 
• Life Insurance
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$100 GIFT CARD
to � e Restaurant of Choice

Get a Valuable Second Opinion 
on Your Portfolio and Receive a

Call today to schedule an appointment
($100,000 investable assets required)
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Women’s Travel Made Easy

Let Mary Barnett, a specialist in customizing fun-filled special interest group tours, 
help plan your organization’s next travel experience.

• Join Our 2018 Women’s Tours •
Southern Africa, Botswana, Victoria Falls

SOLD OUT February 16, 2018 - March 2, 2018

Medieval Croatia and Montenegro
A Thousand Islands in the Sun – June 8-16 2018 Limited Cabins Left

Enchanted Morocco
April 8-20, 2018 - Sold out in 2017

Colors of India & Diwali Festival
October 29 – November 10, 2018 - Sold out in 2017

Enchanted Islands of Galapagos
December 4-10 2018

800.421.5643 ext. 1518 • email: maryb@sitatours.com • www.sitatours.com 50
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It’s the New Year and that next great adventure awaits
 River cruising 
seen as an exciting 
travel alternative

Photos by JOHN LOESING/Acorn Newspapers 

WELCOME ABOARD—Above, AmaWaterways owner Kristin Karst 
introduces passengers to the ship’s crew. Karst began the company 15 
years ago with her husband, Rudi Schreiner. Below, a knowledgeable 
tour guide takes passengers on a day trip into the historical Vienna, 
Austria city center. The company is known for its creative entertainment.

By John Loesing
newstip@theacorn.com

 Everyone wants to have their 
dream vacation, and how can you 
blame them?
 Sailing to distant shores, 
strolling atop quaint European 
cobblestones or tasting the fi ne 
wine from a vineyard that is cen-
turies old: These are the things 
that make life truly worth living.
 AmaWaterways, the fast-
growing river cruise company 
based in Calabasas, is in the 
business of selling dreams, and 
business is good. 
 Not the biggest river cruise 
company in the world—that 
would be Viking out of Woodland 
Hills—but arguably the most 
luxurious and most intimate, 
AmaWaterways rolled out the 
red carpet in mid-December and 
took passengers, including this 
reporter, on a 370-mile Danube 
River cruise across Hungary, 
Slovakia, Austria and Germany.
 Buoyed by an affl uent baby 
boomer  market—and a lso 
younger families looking for a 
richer vacation experience—
AmaWaterways has built and 
placed more than 20 ships onto 
the rivers of Europe, Africa and 
Southeast Asia. The company 
was founded 15 years ago by 
Westlake Village couple Rudi 
Schreiner and Kristin Karst. 
 “They had a vision, they had a 
dream and started their company 
literally around the kitchen table,” 
said passenger Judie Graham-
Bell, a family friend and travel 
agent from Malibu who boarded 
our ship, the AmaViola, for her 
ninth AmaWaterways cruise.
          Bon voyage
 AmaViola picked up its 125 

passengers at the Hungarian capi-
tal of Budapest where the lights 
from bustling Christmas markets 
and the famous Royal Parliament 
building perfectly illuminated the 
night sky.
 “Ama” comes from the Latin 
word for love, and with almost 
two crew members for every 
passenger, the company’s pen-
chant for catering became read-
ily apparent.
 “It’s all the attention to detail,” 
Graham-Bell said. “Rudi Sch-
reiner, the co-owner, was the fi rst 
one to put bicycles on board and 
the fi rst to create wine cruises, 
which other companies are now 
trying to do.” (A seven-night 
Taste of Bordeaux wine cruise in 
France is one of the company’s 
more popular trips.)
 Each Ama ship keeps at least 
a dozen bicycles on board, and on 
our trip, the handful of passengers 
who braved the winter temps and 
rode along the banks of the Dan-
ube to visit the Klosterneuburg 
Monastery in Vienna were duly 
rewarded. Another group took a 
day trip to the Austrian capital’s 
famous Schönbrunn Palace, the 
1,440-room Baroque masterpiece 
that is one of the most important 
architectural and cultural monu-
ments in Europe. 
 Comfortable buses, knowl-
edgeable guides and meticulous 
itinerary planning turn each 
AmaWaterways shore excursion 
into a lasting memory.
 While Budapest and Vienna 
were the big catches, daily stops 
at smaller villages gave the cruise 
deeper meaning.
 “We don’t go just to cities, 
we go to the little towns as well 
to appreciate the people who live 
there,” said Peter Whitehead, 
AmaViola cruise director.
 Holly Serokos of Punta Gorda, 
Fla., another travel agent who was 
giving the Ama product a test 
drive, said, “I prefer what I call 
the cobblestone stops. They’re 

more quaint, more local.”
 Each year, travel agents book 
the lion’s share of AmaWaterways 
business and, Serokos said, “Our 
customers almost always book a 
second trip.”
 With day excursions like the 
one we took to Český Krumlov, 
a picturesque medieval village 
in the Czech Republic, what’s 
not to like? A soft snow had 
just fallen and Christmas was 
only days away. And nestled 
in the grape-growing region of 
Austria’s Wachau Valley lay the 
small river town of Dürnstein, 
where England’s King Richard 
the Lionheart once visited and 
became imprisoned by his eastern 
European enemies. A climb to the 
castle ruins overlooking the river 
hundreds of feet below was the 
highlight of the day. 
 The village trips are delightful 
and the excursions come alive 
with history—but what also 
makes passengers happy is the 
ability they have to just stay on 
board and live in the moment as 
the days roll by. 
 It helps that the on-board food 
and elegantly-appointed cabin 
accommodations are fi rst class 
all the way. AmaWaterways is a 
member of La Chaîne des Rôtis-
seurs, the exclusive international 
culinary society. “There are many, 
many hidden gems and the food is 
always so delicious,” Karst said. 


