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LIGHTEN UP—Above, on European river cruises, many of the sights are spectacular, such as the always-
illuminated Royal Parliament building shown here majestically astride the Danube River in Budapest, 
Hungary. Below, the AmaKristina, AmaWaterways’ newest ship christened in 2017, measures 443 feet long.  

DAY TRIPPER—Above, a passenger descends from the castle walls 
at Dürnstein, a medieval fortress on the Danube River in Austria. The 
ship stops each day at a new an exciting village on the river. Below, 
AmaWaterways is renowned for its meals. The company belongs to 
La Chaîne des Rôtisseurs, the exclusive international culinary society.

 “Dinner is all about sitting back 
and letting the waiters do all the 
hard work,” said Gemma Corco-
ran, the boat’s hotel manager. 
 After eight delightful days 
of cruising—at the fi nal stop in 
Vilshofen, Germany—passen-
gers ate sausages and pretzels, 
watched children perform a tradi-
tional Bavarian dance, and sipped 
Pilsner beer, which the historic 
old town is said to have invented.

Welcome home
 The hardest part of the jour-
ney? Seeing it come to an end. 
 The future of the industry 
looks bright, however. The intro-
duction of the European Union, 
the opening of international trade 
borders, and the construction and 
maintenance of complicated river 
locks have made modern river 
cruising a breeze. 

 “The perception of river cruis-
ing was so different a while ago, 
and now everyone is talking 
about it,” Karst said. “There are 
so many ways to cater to your 
options and it really is no longer 
one size fi ts all.
 “The word has gotten around 
how beautiful it is, and it really 
has become the best way to see 
Europe.”
 And while the challenges are 
greater, AmaWaterways says it 
sees the potential for big business 
on the Mekong River in Vietnam 
and Cambodia and on the Chobe 
River in Africa’s Botswana. 
 No castles and old cathedrals 
in Africa, but the animal sightings 
are said to be legendary.
 For information about fu-
ture river cruise options, visit
amawaterways.com.
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Sunday
January 7, 2018

11AM - 3PM
Bridal Exhibits and Fashions

805-376-3515
Free Admission with this ad

VIP Special Offer At Groupon.com

Plan the Perfect Wedding at the Bridal Premiere
 • Over 100 Wedding Professionals
 • Fashion, Food, Music, Venues & more
 • Dance & DIY Demos, Casino Play & Lawn Activities
 • Grand Prize:  7-Day South Pacific Honeymoon, TravelSTORE

THIS SUNDAY!
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