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TribuneTAHOE DAILY Live tunes at
Lake Tahoe
From a Queen cover band to a
free show at Crystal Bay, there
are plenty of chances to take in
some live music around Tahoe.
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Fire prevention in
short-term rentals

TheNorth Lake Tahoe Fire
ProtectionDistrict has entered
into amemorandumof un-
derstandingwith the Board of
Realtors to educate the public
on short-term rentals.
The agreement comes in the
wake of a fire that forced 16
people to evacuate their Incline
Village vacation home rental
(VHR) in early February, and a
fatal fire at another short-term
rental on Tomahawk last year.
Incline Village and Crystal
Bay are becoming increas-
ingly aware of a lack of safety
knowledge among rentals— a
sharp contrast compared to
areas such as South Lake Tahoe,
where VHRs have been one of
themost hotly debated issues
for some time.
“TheNorth Lake Tahoe Fire
ProtectionDistrict saw the need
for safety checks on vacation
rentals,” said Ryan Sommers,
fire chief. “These vacation rent-
als need operating fire extin-
guishers, smoke detectors, and
adequate emergency exit plans
includingwindows and door-
ways, in order to be prepared
for theworst.We are now ask-
ing that rental property owners
and propertymanagers do their
due diligence to complete safety
inspections on their properties.”
According toWashoe County,
there are 980 short-term rent-
als in Incline Village andCrystal
Bay. These vacation rentals are
all 28 days or less, mostly being
Air B&Bs andVRBO’s.
Originally, theNorth Lake
Tahoe Fire ProtectionDistrict
created a resolution that would
mandate regular inspections
of rental homes to ensure that
theywere conforming to fire
codes for rentals, including
working smoke detectors,

having large enoughwindows
in upstairs rooms, etc. The res-
olution specified it would cost
about $200 per house.
North Lake Tahoe Fire Pro-
tectionDistrict hosted ameet-
ing and 60Realtors showed up
in protest. Theywere against
more red tapewhen it comes to
managing rentals.
The issue, according to the
Incline Village Board of Real-
tors, is amatter of balancing
protections for property owners
and safety for guests at short-
term rentals.
“Local Realtors are commit-
ted to protecting people and
property fromfires and other
hazards, while also protecting
the rights of property owners,”
ToddDisbrow, 2018 president
of the Incline Village Board of
Realtors, said in a statement.
“As part of this commitment,
members of the Incline Village
Board of Realtors (IVBOR) and
the statewideNevadaReal-
tors have beenworkingwith
theNorth Lake Tahoe Fire
ProtectionDistrict (NLTFPD)
and other community leaders
formanymonths to help them
educate property owners, visi-
tors and renters about how to
prevent fires and how to be safe
if a fire should occur.”
As a compromise, the fire
department agreed to an
memorandumwith the Board
of Realtors to educate the pub-
lic. This includes a $150,000
campaignwith flyers going to
residences and an informative
website on how tomake your
home fire safe. After one year
of this campaign, data will be
collected to see how effective
the campaignwas in reaching
people, whether the community
took action, andwhat problems
continue to persist. Theywill
also follow howmany people
visit the website.
If a renter has further ques-
tions about adequate safety
precautions regarding their
rental home, contact the Fire
ProtectionDistrict at http://
www.nltfpd.net/contact/.

Kelsie Longerbeam
klongerbeam@nevadaappeal.com

North Tahoe fire
district, Realtors
agree to educational
campaign

State of ride-sharing at Lake Tahoe

It’s been two years
since the ride-sharing
services Uber and Lyft
launched at Lake Tahoe.
With seasonal shifts in
demand, strict rules for
driving across state lines
and a relationship with
local taxi companies that
goes beyond friendly

competition, the industry
is still working to find its
footing in the basin.
Meyers resident Mon-
ika Taboada has been
driving for Uber and Lyft
since they arrived in Lake
Tahoe in December 2015
and July 2016, respective-
ly. She’s now a community
associate for both compa-
nies and runs a Facebook
group for Lake Tahoe
drivers with nearly 200
members.
Taboada takes care of
her children during the
day, then launches the

apps and starts taking
rides when her husband
gets home from work.
“Even with a marketing
background, I found that
the pay scale is so differ-
ent here in Tahoe that I
do better driving Uber
and Lyft and not having
to pay for childcare and
work when I want to do
it,” explained Taboada.
Taboada is one of 65
residents licensed in
South Lake Tahoe to op-
erate as an Uber or Lyft
driver. Most do both.
Though the city of

South Lake Tahoe re-
quired a city business
license for ride-sharing
drivers to operate here
— including out-of-town
drivers coming up during
busy weekends — leg-
islation passed by Gov.
Jerry Brown last October
changed that. Under the
new law, which went into
effect in January, drivers
only need a license in the
jurisdiction where they
live to operate anywhere
within California.

Claire Cudahy
ccudahy@tahoedailytribune.com

‘Feast or famine’ ride
demand for Uber,
Lyft drivers
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WHITEOUT
If there was any doubt about win-
ter’s presence in the Sierra Nevada,
it was annihilated on Thursday.
Snow fell continuously through-
out the day, shutting down schools,
wreaking havoc on roads and adding

a small, albeit welcomed, layer to the
region’s meager snowpack.
Warnings from the National
Weather Service about blizzard
conditions held true as the wind
whipped fresh snow into a frenzy
and reduced visibility to nothing.
“This is a life threatening situa-
tion,” the weather service warned

Thursday. “Do not attempt to trav-
el! Road crews and first respond-
ers may not be able to rescue you.
Stay indoors until the snow and
wind subside. Even a short walk
could be deadly if you become
disoriented.”

Ryan Hoffman
rhoffman@tahoedailytribune.com

Biggest winter storm so far this season pounds Tahoe Basin

A snowplowmakes a turn in South
LakeTahoe as a jogger crosses the
street in near-whiteout conditions.
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Cruise Lake Tahoe

866.670.0429
LakeTahoeCruises.com

1979High
MeadowTrail
Sun. 12:00pm -
2:00pm
Mason Hibbard
$709,000

1944
Apalachee
Sat. 10:00am -
12:00pm
ShannonWitt
$775,000

3793Lucinda
Court
Sun. 2:00pm -
4:00pm
Mason Hibbard
$1,599,000

1944
Apalachee
Sun. 11:00am -
1:00pm
Nicole Ladd
$775,000

DEB@REALTORDEBCOM WWW.REALTORDEB.COM 866 5422912 3599 LAKE TAHOE BLVD, STE A, SOUTH LAKE TAHOE

ON THE MOVE FOR YOU WEEKEND OPEN HOUSES MARCH 34
2457Wagon
TrainTrail
Sat. 1:00pm -
3:00pm
Wally Johnson
$719,000



El Dorado supes reschedule VHRmeeting
The first time it was too many people.

The second time it was Mother Nature.
The El Dorado County Board of Super-

visors on Wednesday, Feb. 28, canceled its
meeting to discuss vacation home rentals
(VHRs) scheduled for Saturday, March 3,

ahead of a winter storm that struck the
Lake Tahoe region Thursday morning.
Supervisors first tried to host a meeting

on VHRs in South Lake Tahoe City Coun-
cil Chambers at the Lake Tahoe Airport
on Feb. 1. However, the room was filled
beyond capacity and the fire marshal in-
formed supervisors they would have to end

the meeting shortly after it started.
The county rescheduled the meeting for

Saturday at a larger location in Meyers.
But with multiple agencies advising

motorists not to drive to the Tahoe region
(four of the five county supervisors do not
live in the Tahoe Basin) fromWednesday
night to Sunday, supervisors decided to

cancel Saturday’s meeting.
The county intends to reschedule the

meeting at a location up at the lake, ac-
cording to Carla Hass, communications
and outreach director.
A storm watch issued by the National

Weather Service is set to remain in effect
until late morning Saturday, March 3.

Staff Report

“We have a huge problem with
Sacramento drivers coming up,” said
Taboada. “Sacramento has some of the
lowest rates because they have a ton of
drivers. So when they are slow they all
want to come up here.”
Due to the seasonality of South

Lake Tahoe, the fares for Uber and
Lyft are slightly higher up the hill to
offset the slow season for drivers, ac-
cording to Taboada.
“I can spot them a mile away be-

cause their car is clear and shiny, it
doesn’t have four-wheel drive and
they are tailgating,” said Taboada.
“But it’s just part of the industry.
People come from all over the Bay Are
to drive in San Francisco. It happens
everywhere.”
Across the state line, Virginia City

resident Clay Mitchell is one of a
handful of Uber and Lyft drivers oper-
ating on the Nevada side of the lake.
Mitchell started driving for Uber

and Lyft in Reno a little over two
years ago before deciding to focus his
attention on Lake Tahoe. He estimates
that fewer than five Nevada drivers
actually live up at the lake — the rest
drive up from Reno or Carson.
“Driving in Tahoe, at least on the

Nevada side, is either feast or famine,”
said Mitchell. “The reason is the state
line. If I pick up someone at the casi-
nos and take them to the Keys, then
I have a 10-minute plus ride before I
can get my next ride request.”
Nevada drivers can drop off pas-

sengers to California, but they cannot
pick them up there. The same goes for
California drivers with drop-offs in
Nevada.
But even with drivers coming up

during the busy seasons, it’s still not
enough to meet the demand coming
through the apps on the Nevada side
of the lake.
“I’ve told Uber that there is a prob-

lem on the Nevada side because so
many people make requests, they
are not fulfilled because there aren’t

enough drivers and the prices surge
up,” explained Mitchell.

TURFWAR
But on both the California and

Nevada side, taxicab companies are in
agreement: There are too many Uber
and Lyft drivers.
Jose Yanez Aldaz, owner of Crown

Taxi in South Lake Tahoe, said his rid-
ership has dropped 40 percent since
the arrival of the ride-sharing com-
panies. He’s had to reduce his drivers
from eight to five.
“The biggest thing that taxi com-

pany owners are trying to get locals
to understand about Uber and Lyft is
that even though they’re local drivers,
the money is not staying in the com-
munity,” said Yanez Aldaz.
Frank Walsh, the general manager

of Sunshine Yellow Cab, estimates
that the ride-sharing companies have
caused his business to drop by 20 per-
cent. The company is licensed to drive
in both California and Nevada.
“With ridesharing what concerns

me is the fairness and safety to the
passengers involved,” said Walsh,
pointing to a lack of oversight in ve-
hicle maintenance and out-of-town
drivers not familiar with the roads or
driving in snow.
“Our dollars are staying in this com-

munity,” said Walsh. Sunshine Yellow
Cab also donates rides to and from
the Warm Room and Christmas Cheer
food pantry.
According to the ride-sharing driv-

ers, cab drivers’ feelings about the
perceived intrusion of Uber and Lyft
on the community can translate to
aggressive behavior on the road.
“Unfortunately they hate us and

they love to make it clear, especially to
the female drivers. There are several
cab drivers in particular — we know
who they are — who will flip us off
or try to run us off the road. It’s very
scary,” said Taboada. “I ignore them.
I smile and wave. I have a dash cam
and that protects me tremendously.”
Both Taboada and Mitchell said

they’ve heard similar experiences

from other drivers around the lake.
The cab companies insist these

claims are not true.

IMPACT ON PUBLIC TRANSIT?
Ride-sharing companies like Uber

and Lyft have long marketed their
services as a complement to public
transportation and a means of getting
fewer cars on the streets. But recent
studies suggest that in some cities the
apps are pulling passengers off of bus-
es, subways, bicycles and sidewalks
and creating more congestion.
One study surveyed 944 ride-shar-

ing passengers in the Boston area over
four weeks in late 2017. Almost six in
10 said they would have used pub-
lic transportation, walked, biked or
forgone the trip if the services weren’t
available.
Additional studies reported on by

the Associated Press found that taxis
and ride-sharing vehicles are signifi-
cantly contributing to congestions in
Manhattan, and on a typical week-
day in San Francisco, Uber and Lyft
drivers make more than 17,000 trip
— roughly 12 times the number of taxi
trips — in the most-congested parts of
the city.
But in Lake Tahoe, it’s difficult to

determine if ride-sharing vehicles
are reducing the use of public transit
and contributing to congestion on the
roads. After all, the tourist-dependent
region receives roughly 24 million
visitors a year and 10 million vehicles.
“Transit wise, whatever we know

[about Uber and Lyft] is anecdot-
al,” said Carl Hasty, district manager
for Tahoe Transportation District.
“I don’t know how significant their
impact is.”
However, Hasty noted that

ride-sharing services could be respon-
sible for a drop in car rentals up at
the lake.
“We are seeing fewer cars rented up

here. We don’t know why, but maybe
that’s a reasonable assumption that
it has to do with Uber and Lyft,” said
Hasty. “We do know that travel’s back,
tourism’s back and traffic’s back.”
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The winds hampered
area ski resorts, with
some closing for the day
and others operating on a
severely limited level.
Blizzard conditions shut

down Interstate 80 for
several hours Thursday.
Closer to Tahoe City, a
truck driver lost visibility
in sudden whiteout con-
ditions and went over an
embankment, temporarily
closing California Route
89, according to the Placer
County Sheriff. The trucker
reportedly could not see be-
yond the front of his truck,
whichwas not chained up.
Chain requirements

on the region’s mountain
passes went into effect ear-
ly Thursday and remained
in place throughout the
day.
Schools in South Lake

Tahoe and Incline Village
did not wait long to cancel
classes Thursday. Lake
Tahoe Community College
and Sierra Nevada College
also closed for the day.

As of press deadline, no
information was available
regarding whether or not
schools would be open Fri-
day (check www.tahoedai-
lytribune.com for up-to-
date information).
The heaviest snow was

expected to fall Thursday
through 4 a.m. Friday,
when a blizzard warning
was set to expire. Howev-
er, a winter storm watch
issued by the weather
service was, as of press
deadline, expected to re-
main in effect until 10 a.m.
Saturday, March 3.
An additional 4 to 10

inches of snow is possible
Friday, according to the
service, which recom-
mends avoiding travel
through the duration of
the storm.
An avalanche watch is

in effect in the Sierra from
Yuba Pass to Ebbetts Pass,
an area that includes the
Lake Tahoe Basin. Ava-
lanche danger is expected
to remain high through
Saturday, according to the
Sierra Avalanche Center in
Truckee.

SNOW
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A truck driver went over an embankment, temporarily
closing California Route 89Thursday, March 1.

PLACER COUNTY SHERIFF VIA TWITTER

Where success adds up.

Your taxes deserve
personal attention
Let the experienced accounting team at

Ludmila CPA alleviate your tax fears and
anxiety. We will provide the most favorable

2017 return preparation possible and help you
understand and plan around 2018 Tax Reform

and your specific financial situation.

Tax Day
is Tuesday,
April 17

Call NOW

to make an

appointment!

775.636.6601

Offices in
Incline Village
& Reno

ludmilacpa.com

10021 Martis Valley Rd., Ste. B, Truckee • Mon–Thurs 8 a.m.–5 p.m. • www.drwestortho.com

JERAD L. WEST, DDS

BRINGING YOU THE

CONFIDENCE OF
A GREAT SMILE!
Ask us about…Ask us about…
Family Discounts & Interest Free Payment Plans
Clear Braces &

Call for a complimentary consultation

(530) 587-5582
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