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CORRECTIONS
The Ark strives to be accurate, fair and complete in 
its coverage, and it is our policy to correct errors of 
fact and to clarify potentially confusing statements. 
Request corrections or clarifi cations by contacting 
Executive Editor Kevin Hessel at editor@theark-
newspaper.com or at 415-435-2652. 

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Cecilia Vivian “Chita” Brun del Re Abbott, a prominent 
fi gure in Marin education circles in the 1980s and 1990s, 
died Sept. 14 after an 18-month battle with mesothelioma. 
She was 73.

The Marin County School Ad-
ministrators Association named 
the Strawberry resident its Citizen 
of the Year in 1989 in recognition 
of her active role in parent-teacher 
associations and as an advocate 
for the educational rights of chil-
dren with special needs.

Mrs. Abbott was spurred by 
her own experience as a mother. 
At age 1, her daughter Lauren had become deaf after con-
tracting meningitis. Mrs. Abbott turned her attentions to 
advocating for her daughter and ensuring Lauren had ac-
cess to all the educational opportunities available to other 
children.

Mrs. Abbott chaired four major fundraisers for her 
children’s schools in Mill Valley and served as president 
of the Mill Valley Council of Parent-Teacher Associations 
and the Tamalpais High School Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion.

While on those boards, she served as representative of 
its health and welfare, community concerns and legisla-
tion committees.

In 1986, Mrs. Abbott organized and helped spearhead 

Strawberry woman fought 
for educational rights of 
special-needs students

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

The Cove at Tiburon apartment 
complex is celebrating the unoffi  cial 
completion of a $50 million renovation 
of its 283 units, which began in 2014.

Ownership fi rm Maximus Real Es-
tate Partners, which bought the com-
plex in 2013 for $138 million, threw a 
grand-opening party on Sept. 13, al-
though the fi nal improvements to the 
most pricey section of the complex, 
The Pointe at Cove, won’t be fi nished 
until the end of October, according to 
Brandon Elliot, Maximus’ vice presi-
dent of operations.

The Cove apartments, as locals calls 
them, are a complex of some 32 build-
ings on Salt Landing, Captain’s Land-
ing, Seadrift Landing and Barbaree 
Way, four private streets that branch 
off  Greenwood Cove Road in unincor-
porated Tiburon, across Tiburon Bou-
levard from The Cove Shopping Center.

Maximus markets The Cove at 

Tiburon as a residential resort with the 
units as part of a “luxury community” 
with “resort-style living.”

Before the renovation, apartments 
there went for $1,900-$2,200 for a small 
one-bedroom unit and up to $4,800 for 

three-bedroom units.
Now, one- to three-bedroom apart-

ments, which range in size from 595 
square feet to 1,500 square feet, start at 

By MATTHEW HOSE
mhose@thearknewspaper.com
———

The San Francisco Yacht Club hit 
a snag during construction of its new 
Regatta Center when contractors dis-
covered small bone fragments while dig-
ging out a pipe.

As of The Ark’s Sept. 24 press dead-
line, the Marin County Coroner’s Offi  ce 
had not yet confi rmed whether the three 
bone fragments, discovered about 11:30 
a.m. Sept 20, were human or animal re-
mains.

As part of its approval to build the 

$6 million two-story, 6,805-square-foot 
Regatta Center at 98 Beach Road, the 
yacht club is required to work with an 
archaeological monitor. If any potential 
historic resources are found, work has 
to stop within the immediate vicinity 
of the fi nd until offi  cials have concluded 
whether they are historic. 

Ed Lynch, a spokesman for the yacht 
club, said the bones are likely not prehis-
toric remains, as the area has been dug 
out previously to put in the sewerage 
line.

“I would be very surprised to fi nd out 
they’re human bones,” Lynch said.

Lynch said the project does not in-
volve a large amount of excavation be-
cause the yacht club will actually have 
to import soil to build the site up. 

The area where the yacht club sits is 
identifi ed as one of fi ve prehistoric shell 
mound sites in Belvedere, according to a 
2009 historic resources study for the city. 

The study notes the 3-foot-tall Coast 
Miwok  shell mound was discovered 
while offi  cials were excavating for the 
Belvedere Hotel more than a century 
ago. Several artifacts from the mound 
were apparently stolen after being dis-
covered, according to the study.

The Cove at Tiburon apartments 
wraps $50 mil luxury renovation

Yacht club discovers bones during Regatta Center excavation

———
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———
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Final touches are still in progress Sept. 20 at The Cove at Tiburon apartment complex as 
owner Maximus Real Estate Partners announced it has fi nished its $50 million renovation. 
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“Everything is always so good, I forget how many entries 
there are and start out by taking big bites,” she says. “But by 
the end of the judging, I start to feel sick from all the sugar 
and take smaller and smaller bites. It happens every year.” 

The bake-off  is just one of a slew of family-friendly activi-
ties to enjoy at the 13th annual fair, which runs from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., with early VIP admission at 9 a.m., on Sept. 29 
at Blackie’s Pasture in Tiburon. This year’s event will also 
have carnival games, a petting zoo, bounce houses, extreme 
air bungee, T-ball and a rock-climbing wall, as well as pony 
rides, crafts and gold mining. 

For the youngest fairgoers, there’s Tot Town, with a card-
board jail, hotel, bank, barn and Old St. Hilary’s Landmark, 
and a “quiet room” where the children can go to escape the 
commotion and listen to stories read by Bell.

Anyone who wishes to enter the bake-off  must bring their 
entries to the judges by 10:30 a.m. on the day of the fair. 

On-stage entertainment scheduled for the day-long festival 
includes Mr. Horsefeathers, a clown with comedy, magic and 
juggling, and the popular Fur, Scales and Tails Animal Show, 

a watch-and-touch show with all sorts of live critters. Also 
performing are DJ JD and Young Performers International. 

A variety of food will be available for purchase, including 
snow cones, ice cream and pizza, as well as soft drinks. For 
the adults, there will be a wine and beer booth. 

Blackie’s Hay Day is hosted by Bookmarks, an auxiliary 
of the Belvedere-Tiburon Library Foundation, with proceeds 
from the event going toward the library’s children’s and teen 
programs and services. 

When the fi rst Hay Day was held 13 years ago, Bookmarks 
was brand new and largely comprised a group of mothers 
with young children who wanted to help the local library 

move from its small, one-room building next to the local post 
offi  ce to a larger facility. 

After the current library was built, Bookmarks turned its 
focus to raising funds for children’s and teen programs. 

In addition to Blackie’s Hay Day, which now typically at-
tracts about 2,500 people from across Marin County, Book-
marks holds two other annual fundraisers: February’s Teddy 
Bear Tea party and a wreath auction in December. 

Of the three fundraisers, Blackie’s Hay Day is  by far the 
most extravagant, requiring more than 250 volunteers and 
15 special committees that operate under the direction of 
this year’s event co-chairs, Pam Goldman, Karen Ripenburg, 
Whitney Lee and Emilie Trimble. 

Those volunteers include current and former Bookmarks 
members as well as community residents, parents and grand-
parents. Also volunteering are teens who loved Hay Day as 
young kids and now want to help it continue. 

“This is our biggest fundraiser of the year,” Goldman says, 
“but, in our eyes, it’s also a great community-building event.” 

Diane Smith has been contributing to The Ark since 1980, 
writing and taking photos on everything from personalities 
to events.

Blackie’s, continued from page 1
———

if you go
Blackie’s Hay Day runs 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sept. 29 at Blackie’s Pas-

ture in Tiburon. Parking in the surrounding neighborhoods is free but 
limited, and walking and biking is encouraged. There will be a secured 
bike valet on the premises.

Tickets: $15 per person, free for ages 2 and younger. Activity 
tickets are $1 each or $50 for an unlimited activity bracelet. Gen-
eral admission and activity tickets will be available at the event 
entrance.

Info: blackieshayday.org.

$3,120 for a one-bedroom, $4,480 for a two-
bed and $7,065 for a three-bedroom unit. 
Rent is $16,000 per month for the exclusive 
four-bedroom, 2,610-square-foot unit atop 
The Pointe.

That compares with an average San Fran-
cisco one-bedroom renting for $3,261, two-
bedroom for $4,377 and three-bedroom for 
$5,142, according to real-estate tracker Yardi 
Matrix.

Keverne Denahan, 54, was among the 
residents off ered by Maximus to speak with 
media.

She moved into one of the renovated two-
bedroom units with her husband and dog in 
May 2017 after years in San Francisco.

They wanted to live in Tiburon, she said, 
and The Cove — which features a private 
marina with 50 slips — was the fi rst hit on 
the Google search.

“I was in the city a really long time, and the 
city has changed,” Denahan said. “I wanted a 
healthier lifestyle and a quieter environment. I 
liked the marina because we have a sailboat.”

She declined to say how much her rent is, 
but said the rent for this type of unit in the 
complex is $5,000. 

“It’s the smartest thing we’ve ever done,” 
she said. “You get more amenities here. I like 
amenities.”

Few stayed through renovation
Of the nearly 300 units, however, Elliot 

said just 10-15 of the tenants under lease be-
fore the renovation still live at the complex. 
Maximus was willing to connect The Ark 
with just one of them, 70-year-old Fred Fox.

After going through a divorce 14 years 
ago, he moved downhill from the Tiburon 
Highlands subdivision on Upper Cecilia 
Way just across Tiburon Boulevard, where 
he had lived for 10 years.

When he fi rst moved into The Cove, Fox’s 
rent was $2,200. By the time renovations 
began, rent had risen to $2,800. Rents for 
units like his now go for about $5,000 per 
month.

“It’s a lot of money but, for now, consid-
ering the market, I’m getting value for the 
money,” he said.

Fox’s apartment is right on the water. He 
says he likes the fact that, as a cyclist, he can 
ride right out the door to Greenwood Cove 
Road and to Blackie’s Pasture and Old Rail 
Trail.

He says he likes the feeling that he’s liv-
ing at a resort. There’s free use of kayaks 
and paddleboards, swimming pools, a gym, 
an exercise room and several lounge areas, 
while a full-time activities director manages 
events and classes for adults and kids and a 
dedicated sailboat and captain can be char-
tered by residents.

Though Fox was one of the few to stay, 
many more left, either evicted or priced out 
of the market.

‘I decided not to stay’
In the years leading up to the renovation, 

families who were not able to aff ord a home 
in Tiburon enjoyed The Cove complex be-
cause the units are in the Reed Union School 
District, close to Bel Aire Elementary School, 
and kids living there could ride their bicycles 
to school, the store and Strawberry Recre-
ation Center. Seniors liked them because they 
didn’t have to deal with maintenance issues 
and because they could walk or drive easily 
to The Cove Shopping Center or Blackie’s 
Pasture. Still others liked them because the 
complex is close to Highway 101 and off ers a 
quick drive to San Francisco.

When the renovation was fi rst announced 
in 2013, Maximus’ property manager, Sutro 
Management Group, began mailing out evic-
tion notices. Other tenants were off ered tem-
porary accommodations in the newly vacant 
units while the work on theirs was going on. 

Many alerted The Ark at the time, but 
most didn’t want their names or identifying 

information — including their rent — to be 
published. 

Tenants, particularly those with children 
in the Reed district, worried about where 
they could live and stay in the school dis-
trict. Some were worried about whether they 
would be able to aff ord the new rents, which 
they were told would be brought up to mar-
ket rates. Maximus off ered some residents 
who couldn’t aff ord to stay the opportunity 
to move to its Serenity at Larkspur complex 
near the Larkspur Ferry Terminal — out of 
the local school district.

“I decided not to stay,” said former Tiburon 
Mayor Joan Bergsund, who moved to The 
Cove for several years after moving back to 
the Tiburon Peninsula after a period in So-
nora. 

“I left because I didn’t want to go through 
the chaos of moving in and out, and because 
the rents were going to be so high,” she said. 
“I also didn’t like the way the property was 
being managed.”

Bergsund says she’s now happy in her 
apartment in Belvedere.

Tenant Dean Myers didn’t stay, either.
“The construction noise was  so bad from 

the renovations, and then I learned what my 
rent was going to be after my unit was ready, 
which I couldn’t aff ord.” 

He moved to a smaller apartment in Green-
brae before retiring to Redondo Beach in 
Southern California.

“It was very sad for people who had been 
there for so long,” Myers said of the renova-

tion evictions and rent spikes. “It was all 
about the bottom line. There was no compas-
sion.”

Another longtime tenant, Terry Graham, 
protested back in 2013 about how shabbily 
the new ownership company treated the 
longtime tenants, especially some of the el-
derly, in the period leading up to the start 
of renovations. Disabled herself, she agreed 
to move temporarily to another unit, but the 
management company moved her to a unit 
with stairs and other accessibility problems.

The Ark was unable to reach her for this 
report, but Myers said he appeared as a wit-
ness in her court case against Maximus over 
disability access, which he said she won.

Major improvements
Elliott, however, said his company is proud 

of how they handled the transition.
“We worked very hard to maintain great 

relationships with tenants through the con-
struction phase,” he said.

And the renovations weren’t minor. Elliot 
noted Maximus made major improvements 
to the buildings, infrastructure and facilities 
at The Cove over 10 phases, including:

• Sinking new pilings to bedrock.
• Replacing decks and railings.
• Updating the electrical and other sys-

tems.
• New fi xtures and fi nishes, including 

hardwood fl oors, stainless-steel kitchen ap-
pliances and in-unit washers and dryers.

• Painting all the units inside and out.
• Upgrading doors and installing double-

paned windows throughout.
• Completely remodeling the clubhouse, 

which also houses the leasing offi  ce.
• Renovating the marina.
Further, the 11 luxury residences in The 

Pointe at Cove section boast waterfront loca-
tions on the Richardson Bay Audubon Sanc-
tuary, with a private beach, views of the city 
and Richardson Bay, outdoor fi replaces and 
overhead heat lamps on the balconies.

“(The Cove) was a diamond in the rough 
when we acquired it, but we immediately 
saw the potential of the location and the 
opportunity to imagine what The Cove at 
Tiburon could become,” Elliott said. “We be-
lieve we have created something very special 
that captures the best of living in Marin.”

Deirdre McCrohan has reported on Tiburon 
local government and community issues for 
more than 30 years. Reach her at 415-944-
4634.

Renovation, continued from page 5
———
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A renovated dining and living room are seen Sept. 20 at The Cove at Tiburon apartment complex.


