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CLARIFICATION
“Locals testify about historic use of Martha 

property,” Sept. 12, pg. 1: Whether the public’s 
use of Martha Co.’s trails is legally “trespassing” is 
the issue  to be determined by the judge. The citizens 
group Tiburon-Belvedere Residents United to Support 
Trails is, rather, suing over the company’s recent ef-
forts to curb alleged trespassers as it ramps up plans 
to the turn the land into a 43-lot subdivision.

The Ark strives to be accurate, fair and complete in 
its coverage, and it is our policy to correct errors of 
fact and to clarify potentially confusing statements. 
Request corrections or clarifi cations by contacting 
Executive Editor Kevin Hessel at editor@theark
newspaper.com or at 415-435-2652. 

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

A two-week trial over the public’s 
right to access trails on the 110-acre 
Martha Co. property on the Tiburon 
Ridge wrapped up Sept. 14 after a cou-
ple days of testimony from witnesses 
who backed the property owners’ 
claim the land has historically sported 
measures to curb interlopers, including 
fencing and signage. 

Judge Roy Chernus has given each 
side until Oct. 15 to present additional 
briefs on legal issues. He is expected 
to issue a written ruling two to four 
weeks after that.

The citizens group Tiburon-Bel-
vedere Residents United to Support 
Trails, or Trust, is suing the Martha 

Co. over the property owner’s recent ef-
forts to limit public access to the land 
as it plans for a 43-lot development 
there called Easton Point. 

Trust is arguing the public estab-
lished a right to use the trails because 
it had been doing so continually for 
fi ve or more years without signifi cant 
objection before 1972, when a state law 
greatly limited prescriptive easements. 

In 2000, the California Court of Ap-
peal ruled that such uses before the law 
went into eff ect still constitute an implied 
public right to use privately owned land.

Representatives of the Martha Co., 
which is owned and run by the John L. 
Reed family, say Trust is just trying to 
delay the property’s development. The 
Martha Co. maintains there’s substan-
tial evidence the land has always been 

restricted.
One of those family members, 

Tiburon resident Mark Reed, has said 
the lawsuit is simply the latest attempt 
to stop development on the property 
and force its sale to those who want to 
preserve it as open space.

“This is blackmail,” Reed told The 
Ark Sept. 12 in the court hallway. 

Defense presents witnesses 
after failed motion to halt trial

The trial got underway Sept. 4 with 
four days of witness testimony for the 
plaintiff , which sought to lay down 
a pattern of use of the Martha prop-
erty by local residents for recreational 
purposes without seeking permission 

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

The reopening of McKegney Field 
has been postponed fi ve months — 
from October until at least March — to 
give the fi eld’s new Bermuda and rye-
grass more time to take root, ensuring it 
can withstand the punishment of soccer 
and lacrosse play.

In recent weeks, crews from Hayward-
based Suarez and Muñoz Construction 
have been rebuilding and regrading the 
fi eld, complete with a new freshwater 
irrigation system. That work included 
laying down nearly 200,000 square feet 
of new Bermuda grass sod, section by 
section.

For the next two months, the contrac-
tor will be mowing the grass regularly 
to help it create new roots and adjusting 
the new irrigation system.

Because Bermuda grass goes dor-
mant in the winter months, the contrac-
tor will seed the fi eld with ryegrass 
— scattering the seed directly onto the 
fi eld without roughing up the new turf 
— and that ryegrass should keep the 
fi eld green through the cool months. 

The town will need to reseed the fi eld 
with ryegrass every fall, Tiburon Town 
Manager Greg Chanis said. 

“In future years, we will be able to 
time the overseeing a little better, and 
the time needed for the seed to get es-
tablished will get shorter,” he said.

Town offi  cials originally said the fi eld 
could reopen and be ready for use by 
early October, as it was estimated the 
fi eld would need about six weeks of rest 

after the sod was installed. 
However, at some point, the contrac-

tor and designer made a decision not to 
use Bermuda sod with ryegrass already 
mixed in, meaning the ryegrass would 
need to be overseeded at a later date. 

In addition, because the recent weath-
er has been on the cooler side, offi  cials 
didn’t feel the Bermuda grass had got-
ten the amount of sunshine it needed to 
get started properly. As a result, offi  cials 
said, the Tiburon Peninsula Soccer Club 
decided it would not use the fi eld during 
its fall season, and the town decided to 
leave the fence around the fi eld up until 
spring to keep the public off  while the 
grass takes root. 

“It’s a large investment of fi nancial 
resources from the town, and we want 
to give the fi eld every opportunity to be 
as healthy as possible before we allow 
play,” Chanis said. 

 Trial over access to Tiburon Ridge trails 
wraps up as judge considers decision

 Town targets March to reopen McKegney Field

———
See TRIAL, PAGE 19

Full Service  
Car Concierge

THINKING OF 
BUYING, LEASING 
OR SELLING A CAR?

1640 Tiburon Blvd. Suite 11 | By appointment

Call for a free consultation

415.450.1486

stephen@surreycarco.com

www.surreycarco.com

If you don’t want the hassle and want  
to get the best deal – we can help:

• Save money
• Save time
• Enjoy the experience

For more information, please call  
Zohre Grothe, Realtor 
Owner of Marin Land Company  
415-435-4428 or 415-847-9009
marinland@aol.com
www.marinlandcompany.com

 JUST LISTED Novato
Fantastic 4bd/3bth large family home
Great location. Just reduced: $1,199,000
PREMIER DOWNTOWN TIBURON 
6-unit luxury apartment: $4,200,000 Sold
JUST LISTED GREAT INVESTMENT San Rafael
4 unit residential apt. bldg.
2 and 3BD w/ 2BA, carports: $1,495,000
JUST LISTED San Francisco
9 units Victorian apartment building
Best location and great opportunity
$2,500,000 Just Sold
129 PALOMA STREET, SAN RAFAEL
5 Unit $2,300,000 Sold
64 LYFORD DRIVE, TIBURON
3BD, 2 1/2BA: $859,000 Sold
90 RED HILL CIRCLE, TIBURON
3BD, 3BA: $1,695,000 Sold

415.789.5239 Direct

415.254.0253 Mobile

www.MarinIsMyHome.com

1550 Suite U, Tiburon Blvd., Tiburon/Belvedere, CA

Jim Fraser, Realtor

5-month delay needed to 
ensure new grass takes root

Michelin-starred executive chef Michael Mina is bring-
ing his talents to downtown Tiburon.

A Mina Group restaurant will be taking over the 5 Main 
St. space along Tiburon’s shoreline that was occupied by 
Guaymas Mexican restaurant until earlier this month, a 
company representative said in a brief announcement to 
The Ark at press deadline Sept. 17.

Jamie Law of the Mina Group said she could only con-
fi rm the long-swirling rumors, but at press time she could 
provide no additional information, including a name for 
the restaurant, any potential concept, any potential part-
ners or a target opening date.

Rumors the Mina Group would take over the space 
began swirling in early May but faded for several months 
until Guaymas’ owner, Specialty Restaurants Corp., an-
nounced Aug. 17 that Guaymas would close for good 
after dinner service on Sept. 3. 

On Aug. 21, Law, of the Mina Group, appeared to be 

Famed chef 
Mina to open 
new restaurant 
in Tiburon 

———
See MINA, PAGE 16
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Professional Evaluation

 Tree Sculpturing

 

Tree Preservation
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Insect and Disease Control

 
www.marintrees.com

 

 

Specializing in Tree Preservation

Since 1976

MARIN TREE SERVICE INC.

Certified Arborist #176

Fully Insured
License 648230

 Proudly Serving the Tiburon 
Peninsula since 2002!

-- Clean and well-maintained storage units and drive-ups
-- State-of-the-art security system
-- Minutes from the Tiburon Peninsula   
-- Friendly, professional management
-- Competitive rates 
-- Right off Hwy. 101 North
-- Call for our specials

fordestorage.com 
   rupskraL ,yaW lairtsudnI 24

415-924-7144 
manager@fordestorage.com

Planning a remodel? 
Staging your home to put on the market?
Downsizing?
Need more room at your home or business?
Want your garage back?

President Bids Strikers 
to go to Work or Join Army

Washington.— President Wilson took the war labor situ-
ation in hand personally September 13 and applied to “law-
less and faithless employees” force in keeping with drastic 
measures which he disclosed had been adopted with his ap-
proval in dealing with recalcitrant employers.

Striking machinists and other war plant workmen at 
Bridgeport, Conn., were informed in a letter addressed di-
rectly to them by the President that they must return to their 
work and abide by the decision of the War Labor Board or 
be barred for a year from all employment over which the 
government exercises control and lose all claims for draft 
exemption on occupational grounds. 

At the same time the President announced that the plant 
and business of the Smith & Wesson Company of Spring-
fi eld, Mass., the fi rst employer to fl aunt the rules of the War 
Labor Board approved by Presidential proclamation had 
been commandeered by the War Department to be operated 
for the period of the war.

In eff ect the President gave notice to both employees and 
employers that no labor controversies will be permitted to 
stand in the way of production of materials needed for win-
ning the war. 

The Flag of Civilization
The accumulated good of all the ages past is represented 

by our fl ag, the red, white and blue. The best thoughts, the 
best ideals, the brightest and most comprehensive vision for 
tomorrow fi nd an expression in our fl ag. It is the hope of 
civilization and Christianity. Truly, it represents the ideals 
of the Master. It has never been carried onto a fi eld of battle 
for territory or gold, but rather to right human wrong and 
establish justice and equity.

America is chosen by the God of nations to drive out of the 
temple the money changers, autocracy.

Our boys in the trenches and on the high seas are going to 
make sacred our fl ag again, for they shed their blood not for 
glory but for humanity.

We honor this fl ag not by outward appearances and cere-
monies alone, but by inward purity, by being brave, by being 
true, by giving and making whatever sacrifi ce is needed to 
bring a complete victory on the fi eld of battle.

— Governor Hardin (sic) of Iowa in a speech at Kansas 
City.

William L. Harding, governor of Iowa 1917-1921, was 
known for his hostility toward immigrants, including is-
suing an edict forbidding the use of foreign languages in 
public. 

American Dash in Battle Wins Praise
American troops overseas have made a tremendous im-

pression on the French because of their military skill and ag-
gressiveness and their ability to learn, according to Edward 
R. de Groot, associate supreme director of recreation for the 
allied armies.

“Before the Americans reached France,” said De Groot 
“the allied and enemy armies had one plan of military ac-
tion — a system of alternating attacks followed by counter 
attacks, when one side got far enough into the other’s terri-
tory. One portion of an army would be used for the front-line 
trenches and for cannon fodder; the other was held in reserve 
in case the expected counter-attack appeared alarming.”

“But when the Americans got into action, they not only 
carried the expected ground, but they refused to wait for a 
counter-attack. They kept right on going, until they got the 
Germans on the run. To show you how they operated, take 
the American victory at Chateau Thierry. The Germans 
fi rst used crack Prussian shock troops and held Bavarian 

and Saxons back in the line as reserves. The marines rushed 
through the Bavarians and Saxons without shooting them, 
reached the Prussian crack troops and put them to rout. 
Then they walked back and shooed the Bavarians and Sax-
ons in as prisoners. The French and English were amazed 
and so were the Germans.”

Tiburon is Dry Town
The liquor dealers of Tiburon received word yesterday af-

ternoon that on, and after next Monday, during the duration 
of the war, no alcoholic liquor would be permitted to be sold 
in Tiburon as it was within the military dry zone. This rul-
ing would aff ect four saloons, two grocery stores, and the 
Corinthian Yacht Club, in Tiburon. The liquor men are try-
ing to secure an extension of time in order that they may 
have an opportunity to dispose of their goods. 

These “dry zone” laws would be generally in eff ect until 
Prohibition in 1920, when the entire country became a “dry 
zone.” 

A Sister’s Prayer
Dear God, if I were but a boy,
I would enlist at once and fi ght
For liberty. Oh, what a joy
To give my life for Thee and Right.
My hand, o God, I shall not give
To one who has not taken part
In this great war that freedom lives!
A soldier, Lord, will have my heart.

Contributor Hillary Don, a Tiburon-Belvedere historian, 
began writing this column May 7, 1992 — and he hopes to 
one day include history from his birth year, 1932. Contact 
him at hdon@thearknewspaper.com.

leaving open the possibility something might be happening.
“We are currently reviewing growth opportunities in the Bay 

Area, and something in the North Bay could certainly be a good 
fi t,” Law said, adding that “nothing has been confi rmed to date.”

Mina, a Nicaso resident, earned Michelin stars for two name-
sake restaurants in San Francisco and Las Vegas. After partner-
ing with Ayesha Curry — wife of Golden State Warriors star 
Stephen Curry — to open International Smoke in San Francisco’s 
Millennium Tower and in Houston over the past year, Mina’s lat-
est endeavor is the Trailblazer Tavern, a Hawaiian-themed res-
taurant set to open in November in S.F.’s Salesforce Tower.

Other Bay Area properties include Bourbon Pub and Bour-
bon Steak in Santa Clara and Diane’s Bloody Mary & Brunch, 
a popup at The Mina Test Kitchen space in San Francisco’s Cow 
Hollow district that features Mina’s wife, Diane, behind the bar.

— Deirdre McCrohan 

100 YEARS AGO …  Sausalito News, Sept. 21, 1918

Mina, continued from page 5
———

Guaymas Mexican 
restaurant, as 
seen in 2010, 
featured a rear 
deck with expan-
sive views of the 
San Francsico Bay 
and city skyline. 
The restaurant 
closed Sept. 3, 
and the Mina 
Group — behind 
Michelin-starred 
celebrity chef Mi-
chael Mina — has 
confi rmed it will 
open a restaurant 
in the space.
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