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 By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Confi rmation that Michelin-starred ce-
lebrity chef Michael Mina will take over 
the waterfront restaurant space recently 
vacated by Guaymas has set Tiburon 
and much of the Bay Area abuzz with 
anticipation — even though no concept is 
publicly known and the opening date isn’t 
expected until late summer 2019.

“This is so awesome!!” wrote Casey 
Rooney Mancl on The Ark’s Facebook 
page. “My heart be still!!” wrote Emily 
Sanders Elam. “Fantastic!” wrote Rebec-
ca Winston.

Rumors had been swirling but careful-
ly denied since May, but in an exclusive 
announcement to The Ark on Sept. 17, 
Mina’s restaurant team, the Mina Group, 
said the executive chef would be opening 
his fi rst Marin restaurant in downtown 
Tiburon at 5 Main St. The news was 

By MATTHEW HOSE
mhose@thearknewspaper.com
———

Tiburon has agreed to a $200,000 set-
tlement for a wrongful-injury lawsuit in 
which a former resident accused a police 
offi  cer of negligently driving his motorcy-
cle and crashing into her car in 2012. 

Plaintiff  Cheryl Jordan’s case against the 
town was dismissed Sept. 19 as a result of 
the settlement, which will be covered by the 
town’s insurance policy with the Associa-
tion of Bay Area Governments. The town 
won’t face any out-of-pocket payments this 

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

California State Parks is pausing its ef-
forts to secure a long-term ferry operator 
between Tiburon and Angel Island after the 
state Lands Commission raised concerns 
about the contract — a move that suggests 

current operator and Tiburon resident Capt. 
Maggie McDonogh may be making strides 
in her fi ght to retain the service. 

State Parks spokeswoman Gloria San-
doval said Sept. 21 the agency will comply 
with a demand by the Lands Commission to 
suspend the formal bidding process intend-
ed to award a 20-year contract for a ferry 

operator to shuttle visitors between Tiburon 
and the island’s Ayala Cove.

The pier, dock, moorings and other im-
provements at Ayala Cove are on tide and 
submerged lands managed by the Lands 
Commission and leased to State Parks. The 

By DIANE SMITH
dsmith@thearknewspaper.com
———

For the past several years, the annual 
Blackie’s Hay Day country-style fair has 
included the Blackie’s Bake-Off  contest, in 
which kids 18 and younger can bake a sweet 
treat, with or without their parents’ help, and 

have it judged by a panel that awards prizes 
to the standouts in each age group.

Alicia Bell, the Belvedere-Tiburon Library’s 
children’s services librarian, is often one of 
those judges. It’s a job she enjoys — but one 
that also requires moderation, she says. 

State Parks to suspend bidding process 
for Tiburon-Angel Island ferry service 
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Luke Henry of Tiburon 
learns that balance 
is important as he 
participates in the 
U.S. Tennis Associa-
tion’s Kids’ Play Day 
on Sept. 22 at the 
Tiburon Peninsula 
Club. The event, which 
featured noncompeti-
tive games, a chance 
to meet and talk to 
pros and a special ex-
hibition performance, 
kicked off the Tiburon 
Challenger men’s pro 
tennis circuit tourna-
ment. The tournament 
continues through 
this weekend at the 
club, with main-draw 
matches through 
tomorrow, Sept. 27; 
quarterfi nal matches 
Sept. 28; semifi nals 
Sept. 29; and fi nals 
matches Sept. 30. 
For more information, 
visit tiburonchal-
lenger.com.
ELLIOT KARLAN / 
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quickly picked up and spread by Bay Area 
media outlets and foodie blogs, as well as 
across social media.

The Main Street space, which had been 
occupied by Guaymas Mexican restaurant 
for more than 30 years, boasts a killer shore-
line location, with high corner-space visibil-
ity as the last stop of Tiburon Boulevard, 
as well as two stories of outdoor decks and 
doors that open right off  the Tiburon Ferry 
Landing and walkway.

The announcement also comes as local 
white-tablecloth favorite The Caprice — 
just across Shoreline Park above Elephant 
Rock Pier on Paradise Drive — is making 
upgrades under its new owner, Jerry Dal 
Bozzo, who’s known for Salito’s Crab House 
& Prime Rib in Sausalito and Osso Steak-
house in San Francisco, as well as S.F. tourist 
favorites the Stinking Rose, the Franciscan, 
the Crab Shack and the Old Clam House. 

Mina’s restaurant development team, which 
includes at least one representative of landlord 
A&C Ventures of Sonoma, has already begun 
discussions with town planning offi  cials 
about exterior and interior improvements 
they’d like to make, although at press time, 
no applications for design review or building 
permits had been fi led at Tiburon Town Hall.

Cairo-born Mina made his start in San 
Francisco with Executive Chef George Mor-
rone, opening Aqua together and eventually 
becoming executive chef there, establishing it 
as a San Francisco favorite. In 2006, his San 
Francisco namesake restaurant earned two 
Michelin stars — one of just four Bay Area 
restaurants to receive two stars at a time when 
none had yet earned the three-star maximum.

Since partnering with tennis star Andre 
Agassi in 2002 to start the Mina Group, 
Mina has opened some 55 restaurants 

around the country and beyond, exploring 
a range of concepts. That includes his lat-
est high-profi le projects in San Francisco: 
International Smoke barbecue with Ayesha 
Curry, wife of Golden State Warriors star 
Stephen Curry, and Trailblazer Tavern, a 
Hawaiian restaurant at Salesforce Tower 
with James Beard-nominated chefs Michelle 
Karr-Ueoka and Wade Ueoka.

But for his fi rst restaurant in Marin, few ap-
pear to know exactly what Mina has planned.

Mina, who lives in Nicasio, reportedly 
told Marin Magazine in 2009 that if he ever 
opened a restaurant in the county, “it would 
be the quaint, family-style Italian restaurant 
that my wife, Diane, has always dreamed of 
opening and running.”

But that was nearly 10 years ago, and Ital-
ian may not be the right fi t, with Servino 
Ristorante next door and Don Antonio’s up 
the street. The Mina Group has now con-
fi rmed as much.

At the same time, Diane Mina is now, at 
least temporarily, running her own pop-up 
restaurant, Diane’s Bloody Mary, an instant-
ly popular brunch spot on Greenwich Street 
in San Francisco’s Cow Hollow district. That 
spot — with casual fare despite white table-
cloths at the ready for formal dining — in-
cludes a small kitchen-goods shop with a 
branded line of gardening tools, clothing 
and bottles of mixers, plus Diane herself be-
hind the bar.

The space is also more formally known 
as the Mina Test Kitchen, meaning Diane’s 
will likely go away — or perhaps move else-
where, closer to home? — to make room for 
Mina’s next pop-up iteration.

If not Italian or bloody-mary brunch 
bars, what would locals like to see in the old 
Guaymas space?

“I think they should break the restaurant 
into two spaces: a casual, family-friendly 
space like Fish in Sausalito on the ground 

fl oor and the other, upstairs, a more formal 
restaurant with white tablecloths,” says Bel-
vedere City Councilmember James Campbell.

Bryan Chong, a Design Review Board 
member who just moved from Corinthian 
Island to Belveron with his family, says 
he misses being so close to the downtown 
Tiburon dining scene and is jazzed about a 
new reason to head to Main Street.

“I would like to see something like Mina’s 
Bourbon Pub near Levi’s Stadium in Santa 
Clara,” he says. The snacks on the Bourbon 
Pub menu, which off ers “a casual atmo-
sphere serving reinvented pub fare,” include 
truffl  e tater tots, Egyptian-style hummus, a 
petite lobster pot pie and warm pretzels with 
a beer cheese dip.

“I would love to see Michael Mina’s new 
restaurant refl ect his Egyptian roots, the 
wonderful food he grew up with,” says en-
trepreneur and author Magdalena Yesil, a 
Lyford Cove resident who was a founding 
board member and fi rst investor in Sales-
force, where Mina’s Trailblazer Tavern is set 
to open.

“Mediterranean cuisine fi ts so well with 
our Northern California’s healthy lifestyle,” 
says Yesil, who grew up in Turkey. “Tiburon 
resembles a quaint Mediterranean seaside vil-
lage, so a Southern Mediterranean restaurant 
situated by the sea would be very fi tting.”

“I think if it is going to be successful, then 
it has to cater to the Tiburon/Belvedere com-
munity, but also special enough to draw the 
weekend tourist industry, which we need for 
our retail survival,” James Draeger of Belve-
dere wrote on community website Nextdoor.
com. “Perhaps not as fancy as some of the 
S.F. locations. Just great food similar to Luna 
Blu. I also think Poggio and Salito’s have 
fi gured out how to make everyone happy 
in Sausalito. Michael Mina’s restaurants are 
so diverse. I think he can pull it off . In any 
event, I love French food.”

“I’m a big fan of Michael since his Aqua 
days!” Nora Cliff ord of Belvedere wrote on 
Nextdoor. “So happy to hear this news.  
Tiburon could use a sushi/Asian-fusion-
style restaurant (Pabu-esque) featuring the 
ahi tartare a la Mina!  Can’t wait.”

Angela McInerney says she was disap-
pointed to lose both Lily Kai Chinese res-
taurant at Point Tiburon Plaza and Tanoshi 
Sushi at 41 Main St. within the past few 
months, so she’d also like to see an Asian-
fusion restaurant.

Real estate agent Scott Woods says he 
would like to see “a high-end California-style 
seafood restaurant” like Waterbar on the 
Embarcadero in San Francisco.

Former Sam’s Anchor Cafe co-owner 
Brian Wilson says he wants Mina to bring 
on the barbecue and open up an Interna-
tional Smoke downtown. One of Sam’s new 
owners, Conor Flaherty, says he knows that 
Mina’s restaurant will be big competition 
but that he still sees it as “a great thing for 
Sam’s and for downtown Tiburon.”

“I’m very excited about it,” Flaherty says. 
“He’s a Michelin-starred chef known for the 
quality of his restaurants.”

DeAnn Biss, the new executive director 
of the Tiburon Peninsula Chamber of Com-
merce, says she might know more about the 
plans than most people but doesn’t know 
what kind of food they are going to have.

“What we need here is an elegant spot 
to go out and for people to gather and have 
parties, and that’s what I think they’re going 
to do,” she says. “We need more spaces that 
cater to adult birthday parties and lun-
cheons. More options would be good.”

Locals could get a big hint as to what 
Mina has in mind for Tiburon when the res-
taurant development team fi les its permit 
applications. That’s supposed to happen as 
early as this week, according to Tiburon 
Planning Associate Kyra O’Malley.

Mina, continued from page 1
———

year; it had in a previous year paid its 
$50,000 insurance deductible toward 
the claim, according to town attorney 
Benjamin Stock.

On Nov. 15, 2012, Tiburon police Offi  -
cer Mike Slobodnik crashed his depart-
ment-issued Harley-Davidson into the 
back of Jordan’s car on Tiburon Boule-
vard while he was heading to the scene 
of a car accident.

Jordan had alleged Slobodnik was 
traveling 50-60 mph heading around a 
curve in the road when he lost control 
of his motorcycle and crashed into her. 
Another witness at the scene, however, 
reported Slobodnik was only traveling 
about 15 miles per hour.

Jordan also alleged Slobodnik had 
negligently disabled the anti-lock brak-
ing system on the bike, which caused the 
wheels to lock when he was faced with 
a sudden-stop situation as he rounded a 
bend on outbound Tiburon Boulevard 
near Trestle Glen Boulevard.

Slobodnik admitted he disabled the 
anti-lock brakes, asserting he did so 
because the system had failed on him 
twice previously and that he was more 
experienced with manual brakes “due 
to his lengthy professional and personal 
experience driving motorcycles.”

Though Jordan did not report injuries 
at the time of the accident, she alleged 
that her head struck the door of the car 

and her neck, spine, left arm and left leg 
were all severely jarred.

Slobodnik suff ered a broken collar-
bone and a concussion in the crash, 
leaving him hospitalized for several 
days and off  the force for half a year.

Two years after the accident, Jordan 
was again rear-ended by a driver on 
Tiburon Boulevard, an accident that 
her attorney Charles Roe has said ex-
acerbated the injuries she allegedly sus-
tained in the crash with Slobodnik. She 
also fi led a suit against that driver; that 
suit was also settled this year for an ad-
ditional $100,000.

Jordan had sought to recoup damages 
for medical expenses and loss of wages 
after she claimed the accidents caused 
injuries that she “will probably never 
recover from,” including neck and back 
pain that have required multiple surger-
ies, according to documents from her 
suit.

Roe has estimated her medical 
bills have been between $150,000 and 
$200,000.

While the case against Tiburon origi-
nally appeared to be heading for a jury 
trial, Roe said it would have been diffi  -
cult to isolate which injuries and medi-
cal expenses were the results of which 
accident. He said it ultimately seemed 
like the best course to settle with both 
parties.

Reach Mathhew Hose at 415-944-4627 
and on Twitter at @matt_hose.

Lands Commission in a Sept. 13 letter informed 
State Parks isn’t allowed to sublease the struc-
tures or enter into third-party agreements — 
such as a long-term contract for a ferry-service 
provider — without the Lands Commission’s 
approval.

“California State Parks is going to work with 
the state Lands Commission to understand the 
implications of a lease on the current and future 
ferry-service operations at Angel Island State 
Park,” Sandoval said in an emailed statement. 

State Parks has said it wants to lock in a long-
term contract to ensure a reliable ferry provider 
in advance of its plans to build 13 cabins on 
Angel Island. It had been in the process of re-
viewing the only submitted bid for the service, 
from Blue & Gold Fleet, which already operates 
the Angel Island service from San Francisco 
and the daily Tiburon-S.F. tourist ferry.

McDonogh’s Angel Island-Tiburon Ferry Co. 
has been operating the Tiburon runs to Angel 
Island since 1959 and has been operating under 
a month-to-month contract with the state since 
1993. She declined to submit an offi  cial bid by 
State Parks’ Aug. 24 deadline, calling the terms 
of the long-term contract “ruinous.”

Among her concerns, she said the contract as 
proposed would shift millions of dollars worth 
of deferred maintenance on the piers and other 
parts of the dock infrastructure to the ferry op-
erator. The contract also didn’t factor rises and 
falls in passenger numbers due to economic 
conditions into the rent requirements, she said.

Though she failed to submit a bid, she has 

since said she’ll continue to fi ght to retain the 
ferry-service contract, starting a Change.org 
petition that argued her business should be 
given special consideration because it’s woman-
and family-owned and all its employees live in 
Marin. 

She’s also rallied the support of two state legis-
lators, state Sen. Mike McGuire, D-Healdsburg, 
and Assemblyman Marc Levine, D-San Rafael. 
The pair wrote a joint letter to the parks depart-
ment earlier this month concluding the bidding 
process was unfairly weighted toward larger 
providers and appeared alongside McDonogh 
at a Sept. 17 press conference at McDonogh’s 
Tiburon dock where she highlighted the Lands 
Commission’s concerns. 

McDonogh said she is optimistic about the 
outcome of the discussions between State Parks 
and the Lands Commission. 

“I am looking forward to fi nally, after all these 
years, sitting down and coming to an agree-
ment, so we can continue to service Tiburon, 
the community and the island,” McDonogh said 
Sept. 21. “I’m fl exible. Let me do what I do best.”

Meanwhile, the paused process raises ques-
tions about Blue & Gold Fleet’s role in the equa-
tion. 

Blue & Gold President Patrick Murphy in a 
statement reiterated expanding the company’s 
service to include the Tiburon-to-Angel Island 
route was a “natural fi t.”

He noted the company had “carefully and 
thoughtfully prepared a proposal which was de-
livered to the California State Parks Department 
in Sacramento before the bid process closed.”

“We trust the process will be handled fairly,” 
he said. 

Lawsuit, continued from page 1
———

Ferry, continued from page 1
———


