
By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Executive chef Michael Mina’s downtown Tiburon res-
taurant, slated to open in late summer, will have a “beat-
nik poets bayside bungalow retreat” theme, his restaurant 
group announced Nov. 14 at a packed hearing of the Tiburon 
Planning Commission.

The commission, which was meeting to review the Mina 
Group’s operating permit for the former Guaymas Mexican 
restaurant site at 5 Main St., voted 4-0 to:

• Expand allowable operating hours to 7 a.m.-2 a.m. daily; 
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Winner — Landscapes: Leela 
Pratt for ‘Sunset on the Lagoon’

Winner — Black & White: Matthew James 
Gormley for ‘Corinthian Moon’

Winner — Wildlife & Animals: Joyce Bell for 
‘Anna’s Hummingbird on My Deck’

Winner — People: Tyler Rosengren for ‘Mud Buds’

Winner — Architecture: George Brewster for ‘Winter’ Winner — Youth 5-18: Caleb Jordan-McDaniels for ‘Bewick’s Wren’

Concept for 
Mina project: 
‘Bohemian’ 
‘beatnik poets 
bungalow’
Restaurant from star chef wins 
OK for later hours, outdoor sound

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Marilyn Beck Olson Kessler, the award-winning former 
co-owner, co-publisher and co-editor of The Ark, died Nov. 
10 at a hospice facility in Springfi eld, Mo., follow ing treat-
ment for a broken leg after a decade-long battle with Al-
zheimer’s disease. She was 85.

She began writing and editing news stories for The Ark 
— then owned independently by Tiburon resident James B. 
McClatchy of McClatchy publishing company fame — in the 

Former publisher, 
editor of The Ark left 
impact on community

marilyn kessler: 1933–2018

———
See MINA, PAGE 14
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Guaymas opened at 11 a.m. and closed at 9 p.m. Sundays-
Thursdays, 10 p.m. Fridays-Saturdays. 

• Reduce seating from 412 to 273.
• Allow the installation of new open-air trellis structures 

with retractable awnings on the upper and lower outdoor 
patio areas.

• Allow the installation of a new upper-fl oor bar.
• Allow the installation of 157 small speakers for “soft, 

ambient music” on both levels, indoors and outdoors.
• Allow space for valet parking.
The commission’s vote also included a condition that it 

will hold another public hearing on the use permit three 
months after the restaurant opens to determine whether 
there have been problems — particularly with the noise and 
later hours — and make necessary changes.

Commissioner John Corcoran was absent.
The project now faces at least one permit hearing before 

the Tiburon Design Review Board.

Concerns over noise, hours
The as-yet-unnamed two-story, 8,292-square-foot restau-

rant from Mina, a Michelin-starred celebrity chef, sits ad-
jacent the Tiburon ferry landing, which Guaymas occupied 
for 30 years. It plans to off er a full drinks and food menu 
on both fl oors, although the upstairs will attempt to create 
a more relaxed, living-room environment, complete with a 
billiard table and audio room, Mina Group President Patric 
Yumul said. An elevator will be installed to make sure the 
upper fl oor will be accessible to all.

Yumul said the space would “hark to Tiburon’s bohemian 
past” — though the suggestion that Tiburon was ever bohe-
mian might come as a surprise to local historians. 

Tiburon was a rough-and-tumble town of working-class 
railroad workers who drank at the many bars on Main 
Street, making it a place genteel Belvedere families would 
only allow their daughters to go with a chaperone, if at 
all. Belvedere even had its own downtown on Beach Road, 
with a drawbridge separating it from Corinthian Island and 
Tiburon until the 1950s. While a few artists took advantage 
of the cheap digs, Sausalito was the bohemian hub of Marin. 
Almost as soon as the railroad left Tiburon, businessmen 
and architects took up residence.

While everyone appeared to support the restaurant, the 
audience seemed divided between those who don’t have any 
concerns and those worried about the amplifi ed noise and 
later hours.

Among the latter was Mel Ronick of Ridge Road, in the 
Hill Haven neighborhood above Old Tiburon facing the res-
taurant.

“I am defi nitely concerned about noise,” Ronick said. “Any 
time there’s an event downtown, we hear it. I don’t want to be 
on the phone at 11 p.m. at night to a manager.”

“I have no problem with (the restaurant) being open until 2 
a.m. on New Year’s Eve, but not every weekend,” said Chris 
Wagner, also of Ridge Road, who urged the commission to 
impose rigid limits that can’t be violated.

Then again, Wagner said, his neighborhood may not have 
to worry because the restaurant may fi nd out not many peo-
ple will be coming into Tiburon late at night.

Hank McWhinney, a resident of the Point Tiburon condo-
minium complex across the street, said 14 of the 157 speak-
ers are subwoofers, which accentuate bass, and 60 speakers 
are outdoors.

Business community shows support
The other side of the argument included the local competi-

tion, business leaders and a former Tiburon mayor.
“This is a cornerstone important project for Tiburon,” said 

former Mayor Emmett O’Donnell, another Hill Haven resi-
dent. “We’re living in the Amazon era of shopping. When we 
have an opportunity to have a cornerstone project, we need 
to support it.” 

O’Donnell said he had heard no valid concerns.
DeAnn Biss, executive director of the Tiburon Peninsula 

Chamber of Commerce, said the project had the support of the 
chamber and that local business people hope for its success.

“There’s no doubt this project will energize our down-
town,” she said.

Sam’s Anchor Cafe co-owner Conor Flaherty urged ap-
proval, saying Tiburon has a tradition of giving support to 

people doing great things.
“Guaymas was really an embarrassment,” he said, add-

ing that a restaurant of Mina’s caliber would challenge every 
business in town. 

Natale Servino, whose family owns Caff e Acri and Ser-
vino Ristorante, also urged support.

“This is a much diff erent conversation than we’ve been 
hearing with more places closing down,” he said.

Kendra Lee of Tiburon said when she wants to go out now, 
she heads out of town. When her kids go off  to college and are 
home for breaks, she said, she’d like a place she can take them 
in town. 

“We’re looking at this as a gift to Tiburon,” she said. 
Jamal Modir, a resident of Old Tiburon, said the number 

of vacant storefronts in downtown Tiburon scares him. He 
seemed reassured that, with many small speakers, the res-
taurant’s sound engineer was optimizing the sound so it 

would reach patrons but would not be heard beyond the 
small immediate area.

Though Jennifer Juma of Tiburon said her family “moved 
here for the quiet,” she said she doesn’t think the sound will 
travel the same way as the live music from Fridays Nights 
on Main street festivals in downtown Tiburon. “I feel com-
fortable with the sound studies I’ve seen.” 

She said she is looking forward to having a place to bring 
visiting family members that is in Tiburon.

Yumul, the Mina Group president, said the sound system 
was engineered to use many small speakers, each working 
at a low level to reach just the patrons nearby.

He said it was important for the restaurant to have the 

Mina, continued from page 1
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Artist’s render-
ings of the Mina 
Group’s restau-
rant project at 
5 Main St. in 
downtown Tiburon 
show interior 
(above) and deck 
(left) designs for 
the so-called ‘bo-
hemian’ ‘beatnik 
poets bayside 
retreat’ theme, as 
described by Mina 
Group President 
Patric Yumul. The 
restaurant, from 
Michelin-starred 
celebrity chef 
Michael Mina, is 
expected to open 
in summer and 
has won approval 
to stay open as 
late as 2 a.m. 
and have outdoor 
speakers.

PROVIDED BY 
THE MINA GROUP

———
See MINA, NEXT PAGE

‘
I have no problem with (the restaurant) 
being open until 2 a.m. on New 
Year’s Eve, but not every weekend.”

— Chris Wagner, whose Hill Haven 
neighborhood home faces the restaurant‘

This is a cornerstone important 
project for Tiburon. We’re living 
in the Amazon era of shopping. 

When we have an opportunity to have a 
cornerstone project, we need to support it.”

— Emmett O’Donnell, former Tiburon mayor 
and another Hill Haven resident
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We are non-denominational ministries who minister to the elderly 
and the sick. Any donation helps us give to those in need. Big God 
Ministries is an IRS (501)(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Donations 
can be mailed to P.O. Box 2122, Mill Valley, CA 94942. Please feel 
free to contact me at 797-2567 if you have any questions.
Sincerely, Pastor Hall

Help us raise money to provide 
gifts for the children this holiday.

fl exibility to stay open until 2 a.m. — although it didn’t 
necessarily plan to post those hours — so it could draw 
San Francisco patrons in addition to locals. 

Sam’s, which also draws a signifi cant crowd from the 
city, is allowed to stay open until 2 a.m. but closes at mid-
night Fridays and Saturdays, 11 p.m. Sundays through 
Thursdays.

Yumul said he wanted the commission and public to 
see the big picture.

“We want to create a members-club experience,” said, 
speaking to the audience. “We want to create a space 
where people can curate their experience.” 

Commissioners weigh interests
After public comment, Planning Commissioner Erica 

Williams said the commission’s job is to balance compet-
ing interests, preserving the town’s village character but 
also “to promote local business.”

Commissioner Kathleen Defever said she could under-
stand the concern about noise.

“Property values are high,” she said. “You’re buying 
that peace.”

But she said a struggling downtown means commu-
nity members can’t meet as much, and people can’t gather 
with their neighbors, hurting “community social cohe-
sion,” she said.

“In the balance, I am in full support, despite serious 
concerns about noise,” Defever said. “I think we should 
give them a chance. We’d be foolish to say no.”

Commissioner Daniel Amir agreed.
“We really need to fi nd ways to help downtown Tiburon,” 

he said. “This is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to 
bring a world-class organization to a small town like this. 
… We have the opportunity to see how it works, and, if it 
doesn’t, we have the opportunity to change (the permit).”

Williams also favored approving the use permit as pro-
posed.

“We shouldn’t give them any restrictions and give 
them a chance,” Williams said. “Be bold. … It’s exciting 
they chose us.”

The Mina Group has opened some 55 restaurants 
around the country and beyond, exploring a range of con-
cepts. That includes his latest high-profi le projects in San 
Francisco: International Smoke barbecue with Ayesha 
Curry, wife of Golden State Warriors star Stephen Curry, 
and Trailblazer Tavern, a Hawaiian restaurant at Sales-
force Tower with James Beard-nominated chefs Michelle 
Karr-Ueoka and Wade Ueoka.

Cairo-born Mina, who lives in Nicasio, made his start 
in San Francisco with Executive Chef George Morrone, 
opening Aqua together. He eventually becamie executive 
chef there, establishing it as a San Francisco favorite. His 
two namesake restaurants, in San Francisco and Las 
Vegas, have earned Michelin stars.

Plans and application materials for the Tiburon project 
are available for review at the Tiburon Community Devel-
opment Department at Tiburon Town Hall, 1505 Tiburon 
Blvd. Questions regarding  the project should be directed 
to Tiburon Associate Planner Kyra O’Malley at 415-435-
7397 or komalley@townoftiburon.org.

Mina, continued from previous page
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With little progress made over the 
next several months, city staff  at the 
November council meeting recom-
mended imposing a fi ne of $1,000 per 
day retroactive back to August until 
the Krauses fi xed the code violations.

Paul Smith, a former mayor of 
Tiburon and the attorney for the Kraus-
es, asked the council to give the broth-
ers more time to get the issues fi xed. 
He said on the day of the council meet-
ing they had gotten the roof replaced, 
which would allow them to begin work 
on the interior.

“It’s a huge step forward,” Smith 
said, to which Van Son replied: “Yes sir, 
most defi nitely.”

Smith also said the family is trying to 
appoint an uncle as a trustee who would 
be able to sign checks and get contracts 
for work moving more quickly.

Smith told the council it was “well-
known to everyone here” the broth-
ers have hoarding disorder, which is 
recognized as a mental disability by 
the American Psychiatric Association 
and occurs in an estimated 2 to 6 per-
cent of the population. It’s about three 
times more common among adults 55 
to 94 than among younger adults; the 
Krauses are all in their 60s.

“What you and I consider to be junk, 
they don’t,” Smith said. “They can’t get 
rid of those things. It’s like asking them 
to get rid of a child. It’s like cutting an 
arm off .”

He continued: “There is no easy an-
swer to this. This is not something 
that I can tell you that there’s a magic 
bullet for, and that we’re just going to 
clear this house out and everything’s 
going to be fi ne and it’s never going to 
go back. … That’s not how this works.”

In 2012, the city fi led a lawsuit 
against the homeowners for similar 
nuisance complaints. The case was 
settled when the Krauses’ satisfactorily 
cleaned up the house, and the city was 
reimbursed for its costs.

Since then, Smith said, the family has 
been working with a hoarding remedia-
tion specialist, and the hoarding has 
improved relative to the fi rst go-around. 

“The circumstances are better,” Smith 
said. “The fi re load is lower. It is better.”

But he noted he realizes with steep 
hillsides and narrow streets on Co-
rinthian Island, the home is a risk to 
the family and to the community as a 
whole.

“I recognize the patience is wearing 
thin,” Smith said.

McCaskill said that wasn’t quite 
right.

“I think I would correct that by say-
ing our patience has worn out,” Mc-
Caskill said.

McCaskill noted the council is aware 
of the “extenuating circumstances” of 
the brothers’ situation, but he said the 
Krauses’ home is a tinderbox and al-
ready a danger to public safety. 

McCaskill asked city staff  to try to 
work with the Krauses to voluntarily 
come to an agreement that the Krauses 
would allow for regular inspections to 
make sure rubbish isn’t accumulating 
again.

“I fear because of the extenuating 
circumstances that that fi re hazard is 
just a continuing treadmill that we’re on 
unless we fi nd some fi x for it that is a 
defi nitive fi x,” he said.

He said he’s “fearful that we’re ulti-
mately going to end up in a receivership 
on this.”

Receiverships can be used in hoard-
ing cases to have a court-appointed re-
ceiver who can oversee and enforce the 
cleanup of a home.

Councilmember Nancy Kemnitzer 
said the hoarding issue was causing 
two types of harm to the city, in the 
form of a public hazard to the neighbor-
hood and the cost in staff  time to try 
to deal with the issue “in as gentle of a 
way as possible.”

“It is a very sad thing to consider pe-
nalizing someone for not taking care of 
themselves,” Kemnitzer said.

Councilmember Claire McAuliff e 
said she liked the idea of giving them 
a deadline, after which the city would 
impose steep fi nes.

“It’s a frightening situation for every-
body who lives here, and I’d very much 
like to get to a conclusion,” McAuliff e 
said.

Ultimately, the council decided to 
give the Krauses 120 days to get all the 
code issues fi xed, or they would be lev-
ied fi nes that apply retroactively to Jan. 
1, 2019. 

Smith said he thought the Krauses 
would be able to bring the home into 
compliance, noting that in his experi-
ence they respond well to authority. 

Doug Baird, a next-door neighbor, 
said he was encouraged by the incen-
tive nature of the looming fi nes, noting 
the rat problem at the Krauses’ was 
spreading to his own house.

“It’s really more than a nuisance,” 
Baird said. “It’s a very, very upsetting 
and ongoing problem.”

Marcia McGovern, a Madrona Ave-
nue resident, urged the council to show 

compassion in the case.
“I understand that these are horrible 

code violations and my heart goes out 
to the neighbors, but this is a commu-
nity of compassionate people, and we 
really do need to help people who need 
help — everybody, not just those who 
can aff ord the fabulous homes,” Mc-
Govern said.

Fence at 241 Bayview Ave. 
In other action at the same meeting, 

the City Council also decided to allow 
241 Bayview Ave. homeowner J. Mi-
chael Bishop to build a new fence on 
city property to prevent deer from get-
ting onto the roof of his carport. 

The council voted 4-0 by consent, 
with James Campbell recused because 
he lives within 500 feet of the property, 
to approve the 4-foot-tall fence, which 
will be placed 2 feet behind a 4-foot re-
taining wall.

City staff  noted in a report the fence 
would lie on city property and therefore 
would be in confl ict with the city’s ad-
ministrative policy, which discourages 
fencing that encloses the city’s property 
for private use.

However, back in September the 
Planning Commission felt that consid-
eration was outweighed by the safety 
benefi ts from the new fence. Commis-
sioners noted that deer launching off  
the carport into the street could be a 
signifi cant safety issue, and the poten-
tial for erosion of the hillside or collapse 
of the carport from deer activity were 
other safety considerations.

The City Council agreed, on the con-
dition the fence be placed 2 feet behind 
the existing retaining wall, have a row 
of boxwood plants in front of it and 
have spacing between slats to protect 
some of the public view.

McCaskill said it once again raised 
the issue of requiring homeowners to 
get a lease to put public land behind a 
fence — an issue the council would pre-
sumably save for a later date.

81 Belvedere Ave.
The council also voted 5-0 by con-

sent to allow 81 Belvedere Ave. home-
owners Melissa and Patrick Feder to 
build a driveway, trash enclosure and 
landscaping in the city right of way as 
part of a project to build a new garage, 
carport and accessory dwelling unit. 

Reporter Matthew Hose covers the city 
of Belvedere, as well as crime, courts 
and public safety issues on the Tiburon 
Peninsula. Reach him at 415-944-
4627 and on Twitter at @matt_hose.

Hoarding, from page 5
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