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 Big Backlash
Farewell
Concert!

See Page 2

A Canine Flu
Epidemic?

See Page 7

See Page 4

It’s Budget 
Season at 
PMC–and 

people may 
be going ... 

sane 
Continued on page 22

This week Hall Ambulance Service (right) had to answer to the Kern 
County Board of Supervisors for being in breach of contract in five of 
its “exclusive operating areas” for not getting to emergencies in time. 
Above: Owner Harvey Hall had a similar headache ten years ago 
when late arrivals in Pine Mountain Club led to an end to his exclusive 
hold on providing paramedic services in the county.
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Hall Ambulance is in breach of 2017 
contract, Kern County confirms

By TME team
The ambulance company 

with a virtual monopoly to 
serve 90% of the people in Kern 
County has received a stinging 
report card with failing grades.

Matt Constantine of the Kern 
County Public Health Services 
Department told the Board of 
Supervisors on Tuesday, Feb. 
6 that Hall Ambulance Service 
was in breach of its contract to 
provide emergency medical ser-
vices to Kern County’s citizens 
during much of 2017.

Kern County’s contract with 
Hall defines “out of compliance” 
as failing to meet required re-
sponse times on at least 90% 
of its calls. The definition of 

“breach of contract” is failing to 
meet required response times 
for three consecutive months 
or for any four months during 
the year. The company failed to 
meet response time standards 
in five of its exclusive operating 
areas (EOA) and was in breach 
for more than seven months in 
another. In the Frazier Park 
area, Hall was out of compli-
ance during August.

Larry Moxley spoke for Hall. 
He said they had provided ser-
vice for 47 years, and do not dis-
pute the report, but were blind-
sided by more than 108,000 
calls last year and 2,140 hours 
lost to hospital emergency 
rooms that were too slow to 

offload patients.
Becky Brooks told the board 

that 10 percent noncompliance 
by Hall (out of 108,000 calls) 
left over 1,000 people in dan-
ger, waiting for medical care.

Attorney Thomas Anton 
blasted the supervisors for 
“protecting this monopoly.” 
Hall’s exclusive deal with the 
county shuts out competitors.

Anton’s letter to the supervi-
sors says:
February 2, 2018
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On August 5, 2017, I wrote to 
this Board highlighting an exist-
ing concern with Hall Ambu-
lance Service’s acknowledge-
ment that it was in violation of 

Hi-Speed

Broadband,

the FCC &

our Mountains
See Page 3


