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“FANTASTIC 
CUSTOMER SERVICE”

PMC Pete

For more info call 

661-245-5678

RUMMAGE SALE!
Three Days 

Friday, Saturday, Sunday
March 23, 24 and 25 

8 a.m.-2 p.m.

to Support the  
Performance and Competition Teams

Multi-Family Rummage Sale: Tons 
of items! Furniture, books, DVD’s, clothes, 
toys, baby items and much, much more! 

Stop by, do some shopping and support 
your local dance team!

Are you doing spring cleaning as 
well? Need a place to donate items? We 
are accepting donations as well. You can 
drop off donations at In the Wings any time 
during business hours.

3524 Mt. Pinos Way, Suite A & B  
Frazier Park, CA 93225

We thank you for your support!! 

7th Annual

Accepting
Donations
ANYTIME!
(during  

business 
hours)

Major plans for local forests 

Continued on page 22

By Gary Meyer, TME
Kern County has received 

a major grant to remove dead 
trees from the forest west of 
Pine Mountain Club later this 
year. The Mount Pinos Ranger  
District has also announced 
two proposed fuel reduction 
projects. One of the U.S. Forest 
Service plans is in Cuddy Val-
ley. The other is along Tecuya 
Ridge. Public comments on both 
projects are due by April 19.
Cuddy Valley Forest Health/
Fuels Reduction Project

This project is located within 
Cuddy Valley adjacent to Piñon 
Pines Estates and extends to 
the lower slopes of Mt. Piños.

“The project consists of ap-
proximately 1,200 acres of natu-
ral stands that we identified as 
overstocked and therefore at risk 
of loss to insect[s] and disease,” 
according to the project proposal.

“A combination of mechani-
cal thinning, mastication of 
brush and smaller trees, and 
hand treatments including hand 
thinning, brush cutting, prun-
ing, handpiling of material and 
follow-on burning of piles would 
be used to reduce the stocking 
in selected stands and to change 
the structure of live and dead 
material in treated stands.”

Since 1998 there have been 
15 fire starts within the project 
area. While all of these starts 
were stopped at 10 acres or less, 

there have been numerous fires 
over 1,000 acres in size within or 
adjacent to the project area, ac-
cording /

State takes Kern County to court over Hall 
Ambulance 47-year monopoly
Continued from page 1

paramedic services for this region. 
Hall Ambulance Service 

Owner Harvey Hall, the may-
or of Bakersfield for 16 years, 
went to war against the Moun-
tain Community’s effort to 
keep their communities safe. 

Now the rest of the county, 
including the city of Bakers-
field, is experiencing what 
residents of rural areas of Kern 
County have long endured.

The lack of a county-wide 
firefighter paramedic pro-
gram—fought with political 
vigor by Harvey Hall for four 
decades—now also puts city 
residents at risk.

Larry Moxley said the com-
pany’s problem with timely re-
sponse is due to 2,140 hours lost 
to hospital emergency rooms 
that are too slow to off-load pa-
tients and because the company 
discovered last year that its data 
collection, collation and report-
ing had “significant issues.”

Attorney Brooks said that 

Kern County’s residents 
are held hostage and unable 
to negotiate for acceptable 
prices because of the lack of 
competition. She points to 
improper data management 
and incorrect reports know-
ingly submitting to the county.

“If you’ve ever had a ride 
in a Hall ambulance, you’ll 
see that the company bills ef-
ficiently, with detailed time, 
date and cost, but we’re told 
that it can’t keep accurate 
records of how long it took 
to arrive,” Brooks scoffed.
The Hearings

Last week Administrative 
Law Judge Samuel Reyes held 
a multi-day hearing in the Kern 
County Department of Health 
building to hear the state’s 
concerns and to consider Kern 
County’s appeal and rebuttal.

The state’s attorney, Steven 
McGee, argued that EMSA 
rejected Kern County’s 2012 
plan for exclusive operating areas 
(EOAs) and on April 21, 2016 

filed an official letter of rejection. 
The method by which the county 
justified the Hall Ambulance 
Service monopolies in multiple 
EOS zones is not consistent with 
state standards, McGee said.

Kern County maintains 
that Hall Ambulance has been 
“grandfathered” into serving 
90% of the county’s population 
because it has been providing 
services in the area since 
before January 1, 1981—the 
date the EMSA regulations 
began. But the state says that 
there have been significant 
changes in “manner and scope” 
of ambulance service in Kern 
County’s EOAs during that 
time, especially as Hall has 
bought out its competitors. 
The state says that the manner 
in which Hall has expanded 
is outside the acceptable 
guidelines of “grandfathering.”

Kern County Counsel Mark 
L. Nations and Chief Deputy 
Gurujodha S. Khalsa have 
waged a vigorous defense.

McGee, reached in Sacra-
mento, said both sides are writ-
ing and submitting their final 
briefs, and then rebuttals, to 
be submitted early in April.

Administrative Law Judge 
Reyes will probably not pres-
ent his recommendation in 
the case until May, McGee 
said. That document goes be-
fore the state Commission on 
Emergency Medical Services, 

which is not obligated to ac-
cept the recommendation. 

The public is invited to com-
ment before the commission, 
which meets quarterly. In June 
it meets in Sacramento; in Sep-
tember it meets in San Diego.

“The commission places 
great weight on the testi-
mony of citizens who make 
an effort to come to appear 
before them,” McGee said.

Hall Ambulance Service personnel are always greatly appreciated, 
but questions about pricing and management persist. 
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