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Pin-Ups On Tour?
‘Maybe Not Such a 

Great Idea’
VFW Chief Says

Ji
m

 H
ac

ke
tt 

ph
ot

o
P

at
ric

 H
ed

lu
nd

 p
ho

to

See page 4

There’s a New 
Sheriff in Town

Stolen Truck 
crash on MPH

See page 6

See page 8

Hall Ambulance founder steps 
down as appeal verdict nears

Tejon Ranch sells $8 million in 
water in first 3 months of 2018
By Patric Hedlund and Gary 
Meyer, TME

The first quarter financial 
report from Tejon Ranch 
Company (TRC) was 
released this week, showing 
a profit of $1.5 million, due 
to a hefty $8 million in sales 
of water in the first three 
months of 2018. 

“Moderate drought condi-
tions in Kern County during 

the first quarter increased 
water sales opportunities, 
generating $8.0 million in 
revenue,” the report says. 
The $2.66 million a month 
in water sales are catego-
rized as “mineral resources” 
in the financial statement, 
along with oil.

The company’s stock 
soared to a high of $26.25 on 
Tuesday, May 8. In  October 

of 2017 that same stock was 
selling as low as $18.80. 

Tejon Ranch is not selling 
groundwater from Moun-
tain Community aquifers, 
Barry Zoeller, vice president 
of communications and in-
vestor relations, said. But 
Zoeller was not forthcoming 
about where TRC is obtain-
ing the water it is reselling. 
His comment: “The best way 

to describe the transactions 
is from surface water con-
tracts the company has ac-
quired over the years.”

The Mountain Enterprise 
and others have reported 
about the Nickel Family, 
LLC water contract acquired 
by Tejon Ranch from DMB, 
their former Tejon Moun-
tain Village partner. That 
is Kern River water, said to 
have been partially subsi-
dized by public bond money 
and uses public facilities to 
transport to buyers.

Tejon Ranch has been 
buying up water rights from 
agricultural entities for sev-
eral years. A surge of inter-
est in TRC stock has been 
triggered, with an unusually 
high volume of purchases 
by institutional investors, 
including Deutsche Bank. 
Tejon Ranch stock has a his-
tory of rapid fluctuations in 
stock prices, accompanied 
by notable trading at such 
times by officers and board 
members of the company.

Enterprise
16-vehicle chain-reaction crash and 
fires clog NB Grapevine for 13 hours

See story on page 3

16 vehicles were caught in a ‘violent high speed crash’ that 
backed up northbound Interstate 5 traffic over the Grapevine 
for 13 hours Tuesday night and Wednesday morning, May 8-9. 
Big rigs burst into flames, causing three fires on Tejon Ranch.

By Patric Hedlund, TME
By the end of April the Emer-

gency Medical Service Authori-
ty of the State of California filed 
their brief with an Administra-
tive Law Judge in the appeal by 
Kern County against the state’s 
allegations that the virtual 
monopoly granted to Hall Am-
bulance Service has continu-
ously violated state regulations 
for over a decade. Now Kern 
County has filed their brief in 

response. The judge has 30 days 
to render a recommendation. 
Then the state EMS Commis-
sion will make a final decision 
in June or September.

On May 7 Hall Ambulance 
Service posted an announce-
ment at their company web-
site that founder Harvey L. 
Hall, the always-dapper four-
time mayor of Bakersfield, has 
stepped down as president of 
the company, due to illness. 

“His wife, Lavonne Hall, 
has been named president and, 
supported by the company’s 
long-time executive staff and 
employees, will continue to op-
erate the company,” the state-
ment says.

Until recently, Hall Ambu-
lance Service bragged on its 
website that it serves over 90% 
of the population of Kern Coun-
ty. After the lawsuit, they are 

Continued on page 22
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