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MAKE A DATE!
Find things to do in the
central San Joaquin Valley
with our online calendar. And
if you’re planning an event,
share the details in the same
place: www.fresnobee.com/
calendars.

NEWS TIP?
Have a news tip to share?
Email metro@fresnobee.com.

SETTING IT STRAIGHT
It is The Bee’s policy to
acknowledge errors promptly.
Mistakes should be called to
the attention of Managing
Editor John Rich, 559-441-
6663, jrich@fresnobee.com.

LUCKY NUMBERS
DRAWN THURSDAY
Fantasy 5 10 13 22 30 31
Daily 4 1 0 1 6
Daily 3 Midday 7 8 5
Daily 3 Evening 4 7 4

ALSO
Thursday’s Daily Derby
numbers were released after
The Bee went to press. See
Saturday’s paper or visit
fresnobee.com/lottery for a
recap.

PAST DRAWS
POWERBALL
Wednesday ($171 million)

4 19 59 68 69 21
[WINNER]Next draw:
Saturday ($183 million)

MEGA MILLIONS
Tuesday ($172 million)

12 24 37 42 57 18
[WINNER]Next draw: Today
($190 million)

SUPERLOTTO PLUS
Wednesday ($26 million)

18 21 26 34 43 1
[WINNER]Next draw:
Saturday ($27 million)

SOURCE: CALIFORNIA LOTTERY
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Moscow and gave the
false impression to Con-
gress that the negotiations
had ended in January
2016, just before the Iowa
caucuses.
In fact, Cohen admit-

ted, the negotiations con-
tinued for at least another
five months, until June,
which was just after
Trump had clinched the
Republican nomination.
Cohen also admitted he
agreed in early May to
travel to Russia for meet-
ings on the project and
that he spoke to Trump
about it despite telling
congressional investiga-
tors that he had not done
so. The trips never hap-
pened.
Cohen concluded his

statement in court, saying:
“I made these misstate-
ments to be consistent
with Individual 1’s politi-
cal messaging and out of
loyalty to Individual 1.”
“Individual 1” is Trump,

officials said.
Trump said Thursday

that discussions about the
Moscow project took place

in early 2016 but that he
did not know the exact
timing of when he decid-
ed to stop pursuing it.
“We decided — I decid-

ed ultimately — not to do
it,” he said, adding,
“There would have been
nothing wrong if I did do
it.”
The president suggested

the Moscow business
consideration was a by-
product of running a com-
pany while campaigning
for president.
Cohen’s new guilty plea

in U.S. District Court
marks the first time the
office of the special coun-
sel, Robert Mueller, has
charged Cohen. In ex-
change for pleading guilty
and continuing to cooper-
ate with Mueller, he may
hope to receive a lighter
sentence than he other-
wise would.
Cohen, 52, had already

pleaded guilty to eight
charges, including cam-
paign finance, bank and
tax crimes, brought by
federal prosecutors in
Manhattan. He is sched-

uled to be sentenced for
those crimes in two
weeks.
This week, Mueller

accused Trump’s onetime
campaign manager, Paul
Manafort, of repeatedly
lying to investigators in
breach of a plea agree-
ment. And Trump’s law-
yers recently submitted
his written responses to
questions from Mueller,
whom the president ac-
cused on a tweet Tuesday
of operating a “Phony
Witch Hunt.”
It was just three months

ago that Cohen, pleading
guilty for the first time,
stood up in a different
Manhattan courtroom and
accused Trump of direct-
ing hush-money payments
during the 2016 campaign
to conceal potential sex
scandals. Those payments
formed the basis of the
campaign finance charges
against Cohen.
Although Cohen’s first

plea agreement did not
include a formal cooper-
ation deal, he had sat for
repeated interviews with
Mueller’s investigators.
He also offered assist-

ance to the office prose-
cuting him, the U.S. at-
torney’s office for the

Southern District of New
York, according to a per-
son briefed on the matter.
(Mueller’s investigators
referred the investigation
of Cohen to the Southern
District earlier this year).
The Southern District

said last month in a court
filing that it was contin-
uing to investigate “Mi-
chael Cohen and others.”
While the filing did not
identify other suspects,
the prosecutors are ex-
pected to examine wheth-
er people in Trump’s cir-
cle were aware of Cohen’s
criminal conduct.
In the Southern District

case, Cohen already faced
a potential prison sen-
tence of about four to five
years under the nonbind-
ing federal sentencing
guidelines, according to
his plea agreement. It is
unclear what additional
time he could face with
the new guilty plea.
During his plea hearing

in August, Cohen ad-
mitted to making a
$130,000 payment to an
adult film actress, Stepha-
nie Clifford, also known
as Stormy Daniels, to keep
her quiet about an affair
she said she had with
Trump.

The payment amounted
to an illegal contribution
to Trump’s campaign,
prosecutors argued, since
her silence bolstered his
election hopes and cam-
paign finance law prohib-
its individuals from donat-
ing more than $2,700 to a
presidential candidate.
Cohen also pleaded

guilty to arranging what
amounted to an illegal
corporate campaign dona-
tion when he helped to
silence a former Playboy
model, Karen McDougal.
At Cohen’s urging, tabloid
publisher American Media
Inc. bought the rights to
McDougal’s story of an
affair with Trump but did
not publish a story.
“I participated in this

conduct, which on my part
took place in Manhattan,
for the principal purpose
of influencing the elec-
tion,” Cohen said in court
in August when he en-
tered his plea.
He said the payments to

the women were made “in
coordination with, and at
the direction of, a candi-
date for federal office” – a
reference to Trump.
The special counsel

identified Cohen’s false
statements to Congress in
testimony Cohen provided
to the House and Senate
Intelligence committees,
which have been conduct-
ing their own, separate
investigations into pos-
sible coordination be-
tween the Trump cam-
paign and Russia.
Sen. Mark Warner of

Virginia, the top Demo-
crat on the Senate In-
telligence Committee,
said Thursday that the
committee had made
additional criminal re-
ferrals to Mueller, but he
did not offer specifics.
Rep. Adam B. Schiff of

California, the top Demo-
crat on the House In-
telligence Committee,
said Cohen’s plea only
added urgency for con-
gressional investigators
who plan to begin an in-
quiry into Trump’s foreign
business dealings when
Democrats take control of
the House in January.

DOUG MILLS NYT

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters as he leaves the White House on Thursday morning. Michael Cohen, the
president's former lawyer, made a surprise court appearance on Thursday morning.
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COHEN PLEA

ison, some strains of mari-
juana can vary from 10
percent to 20 percent.
Farmers aren’t the only

ones getting excited about
hemp.
Entrepreneurs like Al-

icia Porras of Fresno are
using a chemical com-
pound from the hemp
plant, called cannabinoid
or CBD, to produce a
cream and oil for pain
relief, anti-anxiety and
inflammation. Although
her small company,
Humble Hemp Products,
has only been in business
for several months, she
has already sold about
$10,000 worth of prod-
uct.
“I’ve sold out of product

three times because of the
demand,” said Porras, a
Fresno State student.
Porras said that while

CBD products made from
hemp are an emerging
market, there’s still some
reluctance from people
who think it’s just like
marijuana.
“It’s very hard to get

past the image of cannabis
when you are talking
about hemp CBD and I
am hoping to educate
people about that,” Porras
said. “I still get people
who think I am just trying
to get them high.”
Porras is among those

eager to see California
ramp up its production.
Currently, her products

are made by companies in
Colorado and Connecti-
cut, since California’s
hemp industry has not
been fully given the green
light.
But that’s in the works.
California voters ap-

proved the growing of
industrial hemp as part of
the 2016 landmark ballot
measure making recre-
ational marijuana legal.
But rolling out the regis-

tration process and reg-
ulations for growing in-
dustrial hemp has taken
some time. Recently, the
California Department of
Food and Agriculture
issued draft regulations
along with some cleanup
language that will allow
for the growing of indust-
rial hemp. The public has
until Dec. 24 to submit
written comments.
Up to now, only estab-

lished research institu-
tions, as defined by
CDFA, were allowed to
grow industrial hemp.
That restriction is gone
under the new rules.
Once the public com-

ment period is complete,
CDFA expects to finalize
the regulations and begin
accepting applications and
licenses for commercial
production in early 2019.
The state’s county agri-

cultural commissioners
will be responsible for
receiving the applications
and issuing the first li-

censes.
As a member of the

state’s Industrial Hemp
Advisory Board, Pires is
pushing for quick adop-
tion of the regulations.
“There are farmers out

there who want to grow it,
but they also want to fol-
low the law,” Pires said.
If everything falls into

place, Pires plans to plant
his first crop of hemp by
the spring of 2019. He
estimates that about 15
percent of the 65 farmers
in the cotton cooperative
he manages are also in-
terested in planting.
Industry experts predict

that California will play a
major role in growing
hemp, processing it manu-
facturing it into different

products.
“The number of prod-

ucts that can be made
from hemp is unbeliev-
able,” said Brian Webster,
a hemp business
consultant in San Francis-
co. “The three biggest
companies that are using
hemp are buying from out
of the state or out of the
country.”
Hemp manufacturer

Lawrence Serbin, who
also sits on the state’s
hemp advisory board, is
also eager for California’s
hemp production to bear
fruit. His company makes
particle board out of hemp
and he’s exploring the
possibility of building a
factory in Riverdale or the
Imperial Valley.

Other countries are
already using industrial
hemp to make a variety of
products, including in-
sulation, “hempcrete” (a
building material), particle
board, plaster, roofing and
flooring.
Serbin said using hemp

is more environmentally
friendly because hemp is
an annual plant.
Serbin estimates he

would need at last 4,000
acres of hemp to supply
his particle board factory.
And he doesn’t think he
will have a problem find-
ing people to grow it.
“It seems like I get calls

every week from farmers
interested in growing
industrial hemp,” Serbin
said.

ERIC PAUL ZAMORA ezamora@fresnobee.com

Alicia Porras, who has launched her own company selling oil and cream with CBD,
displays her website Nov. 21 in Fresno.
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HEMP FARMING

Fresno police and FBI
officers Thursday arrested
a man on a federal charge
of conspiracy to commit
murder after a police
vehicle collided with the
suspect’s truck in central
Fresno.
The suspect was identi-

fied as Jorge Jaso, 26.
Lt. Mark Hudson said

police MAGEC gang offi-
cers and the FBI agents
were conducting surveil-
lance near Ashlan Avenue
and Highway 41 when
Jaso was seen driving
away in a white pickup
truck.
An officer drove along-

side the pickup, and a
collision occurred mo-
ments later, Hudson said.
There was a semi-auto-

matic rifle in the truck
and one of the three peo-
ple inside the vehicle with
Jaso was carrying a hand-
gun, Hudson said. Jaso
sustained minor injuries in
the crash and was taken to
a hospital to be checked
out. None of the officers
was hurt, nor were the
others in Jaso’s pickup,
Hudson said.
Hudson said he did not

have details about the
federal charge against
Jaso. The three other
people in Jaso’s truck were
being detained but it
hadn’t determined what
charges, if any, they
would face, Hudson said.

Suspect
in murder
plot caught
in Fresno
BY JIM GUY
jguy@fresnobee.com


