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Newcastle Disease outbreak hits north Chino

Champion photo by Brenda Dunkle

Connie Schofi eld feeds some of her ducks and geese on her property in the 
unincorporated area of north Chino. The area is part of a large outbreak 
zone for the highly contagious Newcastle Disease that affects poultry.

By Brenda Dunkle
Throwing out grain to some 

of her more than 100 geese, 
ducks, and chickens, Connie 
Schofi eld said “Everyone de-
serves a last meal, right?”

For more than a week, 
Ms. Schofi eld who lives on a 
large property in the unincor-
porated area of north Chino, 
has been weeping, barely 
eating, hardly sleeping, and 
visiting with her birds, whom 
she calls “her babies.” 

Ms. Schofi eld received 
notice Sept. 26 that all her 
birds would be euthanized 
two days later because of an 
outbreak of virulent Newcas-
tle Disease in the area. She 
was stunned because recent 
county tests had found them 
negative for the disease. The 
appointment was later can-
celled and as of this Friday 
morning, the birds had not 
been euthanized.

A peacock and 10 chickens 
at neighbor Helen Rivera’s 

home were euthanized Sept. 
28, leaving the woman in 
tears.

Ms. Schofi eld and Ms. Ri-
vera are among thousands 
of residents in the Chino, 
Ontario, Montclair, and Po-
mona area aff ected by a new 
outbreak of Newcastle Dis-
ease, that is also hitting other 
areas in San Bernardino, 
Riverside and Los Angeles 
counties, according to offi  -
cials from the United States 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) and the California 
Department of Food and Ag-
riculture (CDFA). There was 
also an isolated outbreak in 
Ventura County when a fl ock 
was moved from Compton to 
that county. 

In the early 1970s, com-
mercial fl ocks of chickens 
throughout the area were 
destroyed to stem the virus 
from spreading.

Newcastle Disease is a 

See OUTBREAK, Page A3

Chino Hills man completes 30-half marathons in 30 days

Submitted photo
Chino Hills resident Ravi Singh completed 30 
non-sanctioned half-marathons (13.1 miles) in 
30 days last month, just two months after be-
ing diagnosed with Bell’s Palsy. He has a goal 
to break the world record for sanctioned half 
marathons in a month. The current record is 18. 

By Josh Thompson
There hasn’t been a 

challenge too big that 
37-year-old Chino Hills 
resident Ravi Singh can’t 
handle.

As a high school stu-
dent in India, he was 
given two weeks’ notice 
before running a mara-
thon for a meet between 
three schools. He later 
successfully quit a heavy 
smoking habit, learned to 
play tennis, and became 
a competitive runner. 

His latest accomplish-
ment is running 30 half-
marathons in 30 days 
just two months after be-
ing diagnosed with Bell’s 
Palsy.

“I told my wife I was go-
ing to do this, and she 
believed in me,” said 
Mr. Singh, a member of 
the Chino Hills-based 
Inland Empire Running 
Club since 2015. “I felt 
like I could do this since 
I usually ran about 400 

miles a month during my 
peak training periods, but 
I had never done anything 
like this. It requires a lot of 
discipline to run 13.1 miles 
every day for 30 days.”

Diagnosed in June with 
Bell’s Palsy, a condition in 
which the muscles on one 
side of the face become 
weak or paralyzed and 
causes one side of the face 
to droop or become stiff , 
Mr. Singh had to take a 
break from the Inland Em-
pire Running Club and take 
a steroid to recover.

He started his journey 
Aug. 15, running his fi nal 
half-marathon distance on 
Sept. 13, covering a total of 
395 miles. 

“I’m really into nutrition, 
and I went on the Keto diet, 
which is a low-carb, high-
fat diet, but wanted to run 
each half-marathon without 
taking any supplements,” 
he said. “I ran each half-
marathon at a slow pace. 
All of the half marathons I 
did, I did not intake one sin- See RUNNER, Page A2

Synthetic dogs fi nd a home at Don Lugo High

gle calorie during the runs.”
The last 15 days, he also 

didn’t drink any water dur-
ing his runs.

Mr. Singh, a 3-D animator, 
moved to Chino Hills with 
his wife Deepa in 2009, and 
found a tennis partner and 
learned the game.

“I would play one set, then 
smoke,” he said. “We would 
play until the lights turned 
off .” After the tennis partner 
was no longer available to 
play, a friend asked him if 
he wanted to run.

“I didn’t have any real 
running shoes. My fi rst pair 
were $130,” he said. 

He would run two to three 
miles a week, working up 
to three to four miles a day. 
He learned about the run-
ning club, which meets at 
7 a.m. Saturday mornings 
at Butterfi eld Park in Chino 
Hills.

Soon after, he found him-
self running thousands of 
miles a year.

Submitted photo
Agricultural science teacher Mary Jane Ashley (from left), veterinary sci-
ence teacher Alyssa Berry (at the exam table) and assistant principal Jessica 
Holbrook are among the fi rst humans at Don Lugo High to examine a new 
surgical canine simulator that arrived at the school last week.

By Dawn Marks
Two synthetic canines that 

look like real Labradors, mi-
nus fur, arrived last week at 
Don Lugo High in Chino. 

They will be used for les-
sons on anatomy, physiol-
ogy and animal procedures, 
including practice surgeries, 
said Don Lugo principal Kim 
Cabrera.

They don’t just look real, 
they also respond like real 
animals.  

SynDaver, the company 
that makes them, said syn-
thetic versions are replacing 
cadaver dogs at universities 
and medical schools. 

“Cornell University has 
three,” said Mrs. Cabrera.

Don Lugo the fi rst
“We are the fi rst high 

school in the world (literally) 
to have one,” she said.

The dogs are designed for 
multiple and repeated sur-
geries.   

Mrs. Cabrera said Don 
Lugo staff  tested intubating 
the dog and hooking it up to 
a respirator. 

“It’s exactly as it would be 
if you were intubating a real 
dog for surgery,” she said.  

“You can feel its pulse and 

watch it breathe.” 
Students will practice 

giving injections, drawing 
blood, urinary catherization, 

and other procedures, in-
cluding surgeries.    

Surgery will entail cutting 
through layers of muscle 

and fat. 
If the dog starts to “wake 

up” from anesthesia, its 
heartbeat will increase.

A simulated ventricle sys-
tem also allows it to bleed. 

Mrs. Cabrera said that un-
like a real cadaver, which 
she worked on in college, 
the muscles, organs and ar-
teries of the simulated ver-
sion felt “very real.”

“The tissues are dried 
up on real cadavers, while 
these feel like living tissues 
that are fi lled with blood,” 
she said.   

“There are so many learn-
ing applications with the 
synthetics,” the principal 
added.

Synthetic human body
SynDaver also produces 

a synthetic human body, 
which is something the prin-
cipal said she would love to 
purchase for the school.   

Grant money that was 
used to build the veterinary 
simulation lab last year is 
now being used to purchase 
equipment for the lab, and 
the synthetic dogs are part 
of that equipment, said Mrs. 
Cabrera. The lab currently 
has exam tables and bright 
overhead lights, like those 
found in a veterinarian’s of-
fi ce.

Act of kindness brings two hockey fans together
By Josh Thompson
She’s a lifelong Anaheim 

Ducks hockey fan.
So when a Ducks equip-

ment manager handed 
19-year-old Chino High 
School graduate Demi St-
wertnik the game-used stick 
of Ducks team captain Ryan 
Getzlaf during the fi rst-peri-

od intermission Sept. 24, 
she exclaimed “I’m going to 
be buried with this.”

Getzlaf, a Ducks player 
since 2005, is Ms. Stwert-
nik’s favorite player.

She handed the once-in-
a-lifetime souvenir to an 
usher who took the stick to 
the Honda Center’s guest 
services booth for safe 

keeping. 
Seated a few rows behind 

her was Cole Schatz, who 
was attending the game 
on his ninth birthday with 
his father. He was holding 
a sign that read “birthday 
boy.”

“I was trying to get him a 
stick because I knew how 
badly he wanted one be-

cause of the look on his 
face,” Ms. Stwertnik said.

Unfortunately, it didn’t 
happen.

After the Ducks defeated 
the Arizona Coyotes, 4-2, 
Ms. Stwertnik went to re-
trieve the stick. When she 
and her sister started to 
leave the arena, they no-
ticed the little boy and his 

father standing near the re-
stroom.

“My sister and I looked 
at each other and said we 
have to give it to him,” she 
said. “I walked up to the boy 
and said I know it is your 
birthday and I don’t want 
you to be sad, so here is a 

See HOCKEY, Page A3

Columbus Day holiday closures listed
County, state and federal 

offi  ces will be closed Mon-
day, Oct. 8 in observance 
of Columbus Day.

Post offi  ces will be closed 

Monday and there will be 
no mail delivery that day.

All three branch librar-
ies in the Chino Valley will 
be closed Monday for the 

holiday.
The cities of Chino, Chi-

no Hills and Ontario will be 
open. 

Trash pick-up in those 

cities will not be aff ected 
by the holiday.

All Chino Valley school 
district offi  ces and cam-
puses will be open Mon-

day.
Retail stores, banks, and 

the Champion Newspa-
pers offi  ce will be open.

See DOGS, Page A2

On the
INSIDE
In the
pink!
The Champion's
banner, front 
page teaser box, 
and Classifi ed 
page are going 
pink in October
to show our 
support during
Breast Cancer
Awareness 
Month. See 
like-minded
advertisers on             
Page A4

More
candidates
Candidates vying 
for the Chino
Valley school 
board and a water
district talk about
the issues.
Pages A6, A7, A9

Good
news
The Champion
celebrates National
Newspaper Week
with a letter 
from a fan. 
Page B4

Signal
addition
License plate
readers are being
installed in
Chino Hills. 
Page B1

Got 
Milk?
Tickets for the 
annual Chino vs. 
Don Lugo Milk 
Can football game 
go on sale Monday.
Page C1
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