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Outbreak
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highly contagious viral bird 
disease aff ecting many do-
mestic and wild bird species. 
It can cause swelling around 
the birds’ eyes, a purplish 
swelling of the wattle and 
comb, a large amount of 
fl uid coming from the beak 
and nasal areas, a twisting 
of the neck and head, a loss 
of appetite, green diarrhea, 
and sudden death. There is 
no known treatment, CDFA 
offi  cials said at a meeting 
Wednesday at the Chino Po-
lice Department.

How it's spread
The disease is spread by 

direct contact among birds 
by coughing and sneezing, 
and through fecal droppings, 
CDFA offi  cials said. People 
can spread the disease by 
moving infected birds, mov-
ing equipment and feed, 
and by wearing clothing and 
shoes used in infected areas.

The local outbreak, which 
began in mid-May, is bor-
dered by Mission Avenue, 
the Pomona Freeway, Garey 
Avenue and Mountain Av-
enue. No other areas of Chi-
no are aff ected, according 
to USDA veterinarian Julie 
Lenoch. This time the local 
outbreak involves “backyard 
birds,” not commercial fl ocks, 
she said.

Giving notice 
Dr. Lenoch is part of a team 

of approximately 175 animal 
health professionals from 
throughout the nation on the 

ground here to monitor the 
birds and order euthaniza-
tion, if needed. The team 
members have been go-
ing door-to-door, identifying 
the number of birds at each 
home, providing information 
about the disease and its 
prevention, and giving notice 
of quarantine of the animals 
or mandatory euthanization, 
she said.

During the Wednesday 
meeting, local bird owners 
were told that even if their 
animals test negative for 
Newcastle they may have 
to be euthanized if diseased 
birds are found nearby, in or-
der to stop the spread of the 
fast-acting virus. If diseased 
birds are found near the 
edge of the current outbreak 
borders, the borders will be 
expanded, she said.

Dr. Lenoch told the Cham-
pion that 149 sites in South-
ern California had birds that 
tested positive for Newcastle 
and 34,000 birds have been 
euthanized since May.

“It’s a big deal,” Dr. Lenoch 
told the bird owners Wednes-
day. All of the birds in the 
center of the Chino area out-
break have been euthanized 
because birds tested positive 
there. “It’s terribly sad, none 
of us want to do this, but we 
have to get control of this 
or we’ll be here forever,” Dr. 
Lenoch said Wednesday.

Once birds are euthanized, 
an owner cannot bring birds 
back into the area for 120 
days or the offi  cial end of the 
outbreak, whichever is lon-
gest.

The disease does not af-

fect humans unless they 
come in direct contact with 
the birds and then it could 
result in pinkeye, a treatable 
eye condition, CDFA offi  cials 
said. Other types of animals 
are not aff ected by the dis-
ease. 

Unhappy residents
Ms. Schofi eld has com-

plained about what she per-
ceives as bullying tactics 
against her neighbors by the 
euthanization crews. She 
said a speaker at Wednes-
day’s meeting, who ap-
peared after the Champion 
reporter left, said the crews 
killed their birds with guns, 
spooking their horses and 
terrifying their children. 

Told of bullying that al-
legedly occured prior to 
Wednesday's meeting, Dr. 
Lenoch said she hadn’t 
heard about that and would 
consider such tactics “un-
acceptable.” She said the 
crews have clear instruc-
tions on how to profession-
ally handle the euthanization 
process.

Susan Ryan and her son 
Thomas, who live within the 
outbreak zone, attended 

Wednesday’s meeting to 
learn more. Mrs. Ryan said 
they would be “devastated” 
if they had to euthanize the 
chickens her son has raised 
since 2014 while participat-
ing in the agriculture pro-
gram at Don Lugo High in 
Chino. His 70 chickens have 
been tested twice this sum-
mer for Newcastle by the 
CDFA, with negative results. 
The young chicken farmer 
said he works at a feed store 
and realizes that if the gov-
ernment needs to euthanize 
the birds, he will have no 
choice but to comply. 

Enforcement
Dr. Lenoch said the CDFA 

and USDA do have the au-
thority to call in law enforce-
ment if a bird owner does not 
comply with a mandatory eu-
thanization.

Ms. Schofi eld said she 
would not let CDFA/USDA 
crews on her property the 
day before the scheduled 
euthanization because they 
did not have any offi  cial doc-
uments. On Thursday, she 
said she may seek legal aid 
to try and fi ght the manda-
tory euthanization.

What can you do about Newcastle?
If you think your birds 

are sick or you fi nd a dead 
bird (wild or domestic), 
immediately call the Sick 
Bird Hotline at (866) 922-
2473.

Keep your birds away 
from other birds.

If you visit family or 

friends with birds, shower, 
wash your clothes, and 
change your shoes before 
handling your birds. Don’t 
visit others with birds with-
out taking the same steps.

Try to keep people who 
also own birds from visit-
ing your property.

Submitted photo

Chino resident Demi Stwertnik, right, poses for 
a picture with 9-year-old Cole Schatz, of Irvine, 
after she gave the birthday boy a hockey stick she 
was given earlier that night that was game-used 
by Anaheim Ducks captain Ryan Getzlaf. 

Hockey
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hockey stick.”
Cole stood in shock, just 

staring at Ms. Stwertnik, try-
ing to believe what had just 
happened.

The boy asked if she was 
serious and Ms. Stwertnik 
said “yes, it’s your birthday.” 

Cole burst into tears. 
They took a photo togeth-

er, but because of the com-
motion of the large crowd, 
they parted ways without 
exchanging names.

Matthew Schatz, Cole’s 
father, posted the photo the 
next day on Facebook say-

ing “My wife & I can’t stop 
thinking about the kindness 
and generosity of this girl. 
Our thank you last night 
doesn’t seem like enough. 
If anyone by chance knows 
who she is, please have her 
contact us” 

He added, “We briefl y 
passed this angel in the 
hallways with her prize in 
hand. She must’ve seen 
us because as we walked 
out of the bathroom she 
was waiting. ‘It’s your son’s 
birthday, he looked sad, so I 
want him to have this stick.’ 
The boy who was trying to 
keep smiling immediately 
started crying with joy. You 
can see his red eyes in the 
picture.” 

Three hours later, Mr. 
Schatz knew Ms. Stwert-
nik’s name.

Ducks public relations 
employees also got word 
of the generosity too, invit-
ing Ms. Stwertnik and her 
family and the Schatz fam-
ily back to a game two days 
later when the Ducks host-
ed the Los Angeles Kings.

“When I got to my seats, 
I saw the little boy’s family 
was there and it was just a 
super sweet surprise,” Ms. 
Stwertnik said. “We just 
started crying. The boy’s 
mom and I were just hug-
ging each other. It was just 
a whirlwind of emotions to 
see the little boy again be-
cause he was so happy.”

Ms. Stwertnik and Cole 
were invited down to the 
ice level during the fi rst in-
termission and a photo of 
them was shown on the vid-
eo board as the public ad-
dress announcer read their 
story to the crowd.

Cole also received a 
signed hockey stick from 
Ducks player Patrick Eaves, 
his favorite player, and Ms. 
Stwertnik was handed a 
Ryan Getzlaf signed stick.

“The entire situation was 
an amazing experience. I 
got to meet this super sweet 
family and now we will al-
ways have this connection. 
This is one of the memories 
I’m super happy to have,” 
she said.

Candidate forum for 
Chino Hills Oct. 10

A candidate forum for the 
Chino Hills City Council Dis-
trict 4 seat will be 7 to 8:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 10 
at city council chambers, 
14000 City Center Drive.

The District 1 and 2 seats 
are not included because 
the incumbents, Ray Mar-
quez in District 1 and Peter 
Rogers in District 2, are run-
ning unopposed.

District 4 candidates are 
Brian Johsz, Gabriel DeLu-

na, Rossana Mitchell-Arrie-
ta, and Ron Eaton.

Doors open at 6:15 p.m.
The event is sponsored by 

the Chino Valley Chamber 
of Commerce.

Reserved audience seat-
ing is available by email-
ing ZWelborn@ChinoVal-
leyChamber.com.

Persons receiving re-
served seating must arrive 
early to confi rm their atten-
dance.

Car show set for Nov. 10
Home Depot in Chino will 

host an Autumn Classic Car 
Show beginning at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 10 at the 
store’s location, 14549 Ra-
mona Ave.

Entry fee is $5 per car. 

All proceeds will benefi t lo-
cal charities.The event will 
include music, food, drinks, 
raffl  es, and awards.

Registration: spe-
cialtyasm_6876@homede-
pot.com.


