
VOLUME 141, No. 217
STAY CONNECTED MODBEE.COM

FACEBOOK.COM/MODESTOBEE
TWITTER.COM/MODBEE

NEWS ALL DAY.
YOUR WAY. SUNDAY AUGUST 5 2018 $3

SAVE UP TO

$563
IN COUPONS
INSIDE

SPORTS
A’s present the
new season
ticket, seat
optional 1C

LOCAL
Sheriff treats
beating of Sikh
man in Keyes as
a hate crime 3A

Nation 6A
Comics Inside
Issues and Ideas 1B

Local 3A
Lottery 2A
Obituaries 6B

Opinion 2B
Sports 1C
Religion 5B

CUSTOMER SERVICE
To subscribe or report delivery issues,

800-776-4233 or modbee.com/customer-service

Sunny with haze
94°/66° See 2A

At his lowest points, just a few
things have kept Army veteran
Eli Price from committing sui-
cide, he said: the thought of
causing his mother that pain;
not wanting his Army friends,
who’ve already seen so many of
their number kill themselves, to
endure another loss; and not
knowing what, if anything,
comes afterward.
“You know what’s going on in

your life, and if you killed your-
self, do you think it would be
over?” he said. “I’m not really
religious, but I have a hunch if
you kill yourself, you might go
to hell. I don’t know what
comes next, but … .” Looking
downward, he paused. “It’s an

ongoing argument in my head.
A few times, it’s been the only
thing. ‘What if because you’re
weak right now, you end up in
hell?’”
The Davis High graduate is

living his own personal hell
years after finishing a 12-month
deployment in Afghanistan.
Most wouldn’t know it,

though.
Price returned home in the

summer of 2011 a damaged
man, but unlike his military
brothers who lost arms, legs,
fingers, toes and eyesight. His
scars are on the inside, the re-
sult of being concussed by im-
provised explosive devices
(IEDs) and of the toll that
“hunting man” and being hunt-
ed takes on the psyche, he said.
“I know I’m not missing a

limb, but I feel like I’m missing

my brain … or at least the good
part of my brain,” the 28-year-
old said in talking about the
fight for his life that’s continued
long after his military service
ended.
Price, diagnosed with trau-

matic brain injury (TBI) and
post-traumatic stress disorder,
has a 100 percent disability
rating from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs. He
suffers seizures, sleeplessness
and depression.
He knew the risks when he

signed up to join the Army, he
said, and now seeks simply the
same level of care afforded to
guys who came back more obvi-
ously traumatized. Instead,
when he seeks VA help, Price
said, it sometimes begins with a
wait of weeks for an appoint-
ment. Doctors want him to try a

medication for six months, and
then try another pill when that
first one doesn’t help, he said.
Meantime, the suicidal thoughts
remain.
So far, counseling also has not

helped, though he has hope it
could, with the right fit. “But
they have a round hole and
they’re just throwing all shapes
at it,” he said of the VA con-
necting veterans with counsel-
ors.
Unlike many veterans, he’s

always been able to talk about
his experiences, Price said, “so
when I get a counselor, it’s,
‘OK, what do you want to
know?’” But then it gets to the
point where “he puts a light
display on or something to calm
me down, and it’s like, ‘Guy,
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Veteran suffers ‘invisible
injuries’, struggles to adjust

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

Veteran Eli Price, seen here at his home in Modesto on Thursday, has been dealing with PTSD since leaving the Army.

BY DEKE FARROW
jfarrow@modbee.com

At least six people dead.
More than 1,000 homes
leveled and another 16,500
under threat. More than
14,000 firefighters, from as
far away as Florida and
Maine to Australia and New
Zealand, battling ferocious
wildfires burning across Cali-
fornia.
California firefighters and

emergency responders are
being pummeled by increas-
ingly extreme and unpredict-
able wildfires as the state’s
climate becomes hotter and
the land grows drier.
“The need to protect these

communities … is requiring
more firefighters, more re-
sources all the time,” Cal Fire
Director Ken Pimlott said in
an interview. “Fire is a way of
life in California. It’s not
going away, so we have to
learn to live with it.”
The deadly blazes, in Sono-

ma County in 2017 and in
Shasta County this summer,
are prompting urgent calls for
a major change of course in
how California prepares for
and responds to wildfires.
State lawmakers, fire officials
and both candidates for gov-
ernor say if the state doesn’t
act, conditions will worsen in
years to come. More people
will die, more homes will be
lost, and large swaths of pris-
tine forestland will be wiped
out, they fear.
“We’re in for a really rough

ride,” Gov. Jerry Brown said
at a news conference
Wednesday in Sacramento.
“It’s going to get expensive,
it’s going to get dangerous,
and we have to apply all our
creativity to make the best of
what is going to be an in-
creasingly bad situation.”
Officials are beginning to

undertake a broad, more
ambitious prevention strategy
that includes aggressively
thinning out thick forests in
rural, rugged parts of the
state; increasing state funding
for firefighters, training and
equipment; incorporating into
firefighter training new meth-
ods for battling unpredict-
able, wind-driven fires; and
working with local govern-
ments to update land use
plans and building codes that
discourage development in
fire-prone areas or call for
more safety measures.
“The risks are much bigger

than what we may have tradi-
tionally thought of,” Pimlott
said. “These are literally
100-, 150-foot flame lengths
… there’s no way we’re going
to stop that kind of a fire, so

New
normal:
A state
strained by
wildfires
BY ANGELA HART
AND TARYN LUNA
ahart@sacbee.com
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Stanislaus County is propos-
ing to open a temporary shelter
in two buildings of its former
hospital at its Scenic Drive gov-
ernment center to deal with the
growing homelessness crisis.
The shelter could be open for

about two years until the county

is able to open a permanent
access center at another loca-
tion and which would provide
comprehensive services for
homeless people.
County leaders unveiled the

plan for the temporary shelter at
a Friday afternoon Bee editorial
board meeting. They expect to
bring the proposal before the

County picks its
spot for temporary
homeless shelter
BY KEVIN VALINE
kvaline@modbee.com

SEE SHELTER, 10A
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I’m not here for your
experimental things.’”
When traumatized vet-

erans are returning from
duty and reintegrating to
civilian life, the military
and the VA need to pre-
pare them for a long and
challenging road, said
Sara Kintzle, a research
associate professor with
the University of Southern
California’s Suzanne
Dworak-Peck School of
Social Work, Military and
Veterans Programs. A
mental health expert with
the VA Palo Alto Health
Care System had not been
responded to a request for
comment by deadline.
Counseling definitely is

not a one-size-fits-all
treatment, she said, and it
unfortunately can takes
years of meeting with one
professional after another
to find the right match.
Complicating matters is
that if a vet is on a medi-
cation that’s not doing
what it should, counseling
still may be ineffective,
Kintzle added.
A VA page on TBI re-

search cites a 2015 study
that found “that veterans
with a combination of
depression, PTSD, and
military-related TBI had
the greatest difficulties of
all Iraq and Afghanistan
veterans in getting
around, communicating
and getting along with
others, handling self-care,
and accomplishing other
daily tasks. According to
the research team, many
Iraq and Afghanistan
veterans require highly
integrative treatment
approaches, and their
health problems need to
be dealt with in a compre-
hensive and coordinated
manner.”

BUDDY HAS HIS BACK
Corey Kent, a Coral

Gables, Fla., resident and
Price’s best friend, is an
Army vet and multiple
amputee who understands
how the Modestan feels.
Having appointments
booked so far out, being
given ineffective med-
icines time and again,
facing the risk of being
5150’d (placed under an
involuntary psychiatric
hold) because he may
pose a danger to himself
— “that’s not going to
make anyone reach out
for help,” Kent said.
Kent has been working

to get Price to move to
Coral Gables. He’d go to
his VA appointments with
him, he said, “and if they
give him crap, I’ll step in.”
It sounds like Kent has

won over his friend. Price
bought a one-way ticket to
Coral Gables and is set to
leave Aug. 15, said his
mother, Corky Price. “Bit-
tersweet for me, for sure.
But I want what’s best for
him.”
For a Davis High grad

who enthusiastically
joined the Army and pic-
tured it or law enforce-

ment as his career, rein-
tegrating to civilian life
has seemed an insur-
mountable struggle. One
that’s cost him his mar-
riage, forced his family to
once call the authorities
out of concern for his
mental health, and led
him to self-isolate.
Her son and his sweet-

heart wed while he was
home on leave, said Corky
Price, but split within
months of him being
home for good. At that
point, “he didn’t see any
hope,” she said. He went
to live with his parents.
“That’s when the whole
suicide kind of thing came
up, and it freaked me out,
and the rest of us.” So
they called 911, which
resulted in a 5150 re-
sponse.
Because of his combat

experiences and struggles
to get the care he needs,
Price said he has a tem-
per. He keeps to himself
because it’s safe. He’ll
walk through the family
almond orchard, where
it’s quiet and he can see
anybody coming his way.
It’s a release, he said. Out
there alone, no one can
say he’s offending them or
bothering them. “For a
while, I was in such a bad
place I wasn’t talking with
anyone outside my mom,
and her only occasional-
ly.”
Corky said she’s heard

“things a mother
shouldn’t hear. But if he
has to tell them and I’m
the only one there, then
I’m going to listen.”

‘GODDAMN IEDS’
Price, with the 101st

Airborne out of Fort
Campbell, Kentucky, was
a “13 Bravo cannon crew
member, an
artilleryman,” he said. He
was trained to provide
heavy, long-range fire to
support infantry.
In 2010, members of

the 101st knew deploy-
ment to Iraq or Afghan-
istan was coming down
the pike, Price said. Then
they learned they’d been
retasked as provisional
infantry. After a few
months of infantry train-
ing, they found them-
selves in the Arghandab
River Valley north of Kan-
dahar, Afghanistan.
Capt. Norman Black,

who at the time was
Price’s lieutenant and
platoon leader for nine
months leading up to
deployment and three
months into it, called the
deployment “very signif-
icant.”
“Artillerymen histor-

ically have seen times of
combat, but in the war on
terror, not so much,” he
said earlier this year by
phone from Italy. “But
they made us provisional
infantry. We dismounted
and we met the enemy on
the ground.”
The 101st hit Afghan-

istan in summer, which

Price said is fighting sea-
son for the Taliban.
They’d get up in the
morning and shoot at U.S.
forces, stop firing during
the heat of the day, then
resume when the sun
started to go down, he
said.
Fighters with the har-

dline Islamic movement
didn’t tend to engage in
combat in the winter be-
cause there was no foliage
to hide them, Price said.
“They still will bury their
goddamn IEDs, though,
and you still have to patrol
in the winter.”
Describing the patrol

experience, Price said,
“We go out as quiet as we
can, because you’re hunt-
ing man, essentially, and
everyone is doing their job
to stay quiet and calm.
You move in a ranger file,
usually, which is just a
straight line spaced out in
case of the IEDs,” he said.
“When somebody hits
one, it’s a split second and
it goes from calm and
everything is relatively
fine to all of sudden your
ears are ringing, you see
white specks. … I was
close to 300 pounds with
all my gear on and I would
just get swatted to the
ground.”
When a fellow soldier

would lose an extremity or
otherwise be wounded, it
was the intact guys like
Price who had to pick
themselves up and leap
into action: Get the
wounded to safety, help
the medics, clear a land-
ing zone for medevac
helicopters and then pull
security duty, because the
Taliban would try to at-
tack the landing copters.

A STEP, THEN
WHITE-HOT PAIN
Among those badly hurt

soldiers was Corey Kent,
Price’s best friend at Fort
Campbell and since their
return home. Price de-
ployed earlier and so “was
always a few days or
weeks ahead of me when
we were bouncing out to
outposts,” Kent said.
Kent arrived July 4,

2010, at what would be
his final outpost, and was
wounded July 12. His

squad was on patrol when
the point man hit an IED.
The call was made to turn
around. “I took one or two
steps back and that’s
when I stepped on mine,”
he said.
Kent remembers lying

on his back, remaining
conscious and not scream-
ing, though he felt “white-
hot” pain and “steam-
roller pressure” all around
his legs. “I could feel I
was injured, but I’d never
even broken a bone be-
fore, so I didn’t know
what was going on,” he
said by phone from his
home in Coral Gables.
He’s been told that by

the time he got to a field
hospital, his heart had
stopped and had no blood
in it. He was revived
through heart massage. “I
woke up eight days later
at Walter Reed (National
Military Medical Center)
in Washington,” Kent
said. “All the fingers on
my left hand had to be
amputated because of
infection.” Doctors were
unable to save his legs, so
the right was amputated

at the hip, and the left at
mid-thigh.
Despite his terrible

injuries, Kent said that in
some ways, he thinks
Price has it worse. There’s
no way to accurately ex-
press what deployments
such as theirs are like,
Kent said. “They’re a
really hard thing to relate
to. … I was only there a
short time, and he was
there an entire year.”
Kent recognizes the

changes in himself after
his military experience,
including memory trouble
and a short temper. But
they’re not nearly as dra-
matic as what he and
others see in Price. “I
think the reason I am not
worse off is I was not
there a long time.”

‘WASTING AWAY’
Price once was so light-

hearted, the funnyman of
the unit, Kent said. Now,
it’s tough to get that out of
him. “I feel like I’m one of
the few people who can.”
Both friends agree that
Price seems at his best
when he’s with Kent and

Kent’s family.
Playing with Kent’s

daughter, who turned 1 in
April, Price minds his
language and temper. “He
makes her laugh and she
makes him laugh. I think
it’s really good for him.”
Asked if he has even the

slightest apprehension
about bringing his trou-
bled friend into his family
fold, Kent said no. “I trust
him more than anybody,
besides my wife. I know
he’s got my back, and I’ve
got his.”
In talking about Price

and other vets with TBI
and PTSD, Kent used a
common term, “invisible
injuries.” Thing is, the
consequences are plainly
visible, as Kent noted in
talking about Price’s per-
sonality change. Anyone
who knew pre-deployment
Price and the man he is
now can speak of the
difference.
And when her son was

being processed for hon-
orable discharge from the
Army, an EEG (electroen-
cephalogram) test of the
brain activity came back
abnormal, Corky Price
said. Then there’s his
dramatic weight loss — a
topic Eli has long tired of
hearing. He once weighed
in the 230-250 range, but
now is about 145, and not
from healthy living. “He’s
just slowly wasting away,”
his mother said.

CIRCLE OF SUPPORT
Sitting in a dark room

all day isn’t going to help
him, Price acknowledged.
He said he knows he
needs hobbies, and so has
taken up gardening. “It’s
hard on my knees and
back, but it does bring me
calm when I’m out there
doing it.” He enjoys rais-
ing chickens, too, he said.
Price also appears to be

finding hope and help
with Modesto’s True
Patriots support group,
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Veteran Eli Price has been dealing with PTSD and traumatic brain injury since leaving
the Army.
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veterans who also feel the
VA has largely failed
them, so struck out to help
themselves. “That seat’s
been waiting for him. We
hold a special place for
those having a hard time
adjusting,” said Carlos
Lara, president and co-
founder of the group, said
this spring.
In May, Price started

attending attending meet-
ings of the True Patriots,
mostly Vietnam War vet-
erans. He shared with his
mother that the experi-
ence is bittersweet be-
cause he relates to the
older men and their expe-
riences but hopes he
doesn’t find himself still
struggling decades from
now.

At one meeting, Price
shared that he uses a
cannabis compound in a
vape pen to help with
sleeplessness and sei-
zures. But he quit telling
VA doctors that he uses
marijuana because they
kept telling him it’s bad
for him. He said he’s been
told things like, “’You
might get emphysema
when you’re 60.’ I said,
‘Well, I might be dead
tomorrow because I don’t
have any.’”
A recent New York

Times article said the VA,
citing federal law, will not
recommend cannabis
products for patients and
for the most part has de-
clined even to study their
potential benefits

Price told the True
Patriots that when he
returned from his Afghan
deployment, it was almost
routine to have to go to a
service for a fellow soldier
who’d killed himself. And
at some point after leaving
the Army, he stopped
using Facebook “because
it seemed like every time I
was going on, it was, ‘Hey,
did you hear about …?’ It
was just bad news.”
There was no Facebook

when Jerry Wood returned
from Vietnam, but he
could relate. At that time,
fellow veterans were com-
mitting suicide in part
because of the way the
American public per-
ceived them, he said.
He understands, too,

Price’s need to isolate. “I
learned real fast not to
share with anybody be-
cause they wouldn’t un-
derstand,” he said at the

meeting. “All they wanted
to hear is if I killed some-
body.”
He’d have rather talked,

though, about more light-
hearted experiences, like
“the crazy s--- I did when
I went on R&R.” Not
reintegrating well, “I went
to ground,” he said. He
became a trucker “and
spent 38 years in a truck,
which was great therapy
for me.”
Kintzle said it’s good

that Price has found some
solace among the veterans
support group. “While it’s
not necessarily ‘treat-
ment,’ it helps,” she said.
Veterans groups are pla-
ces to hear what’s working
for others and gather
referrals and connections.

A CALL FOR CHANGE
Kent feels for Price

when they’re in public
together, he said. “People

would thank me for my
service, and it’s awkward
because he did it, too,
longer than me. It makes
me feel a little guilty, but I
don’t want to point out
that he’s a vet, too, be-
cause he doesn’t like to
talk to strangers.”
Kent said he hopes that

Price and other veterans
sharing their experiences
is a catalyst for change in
their health care and gen-
eral treatment. “People
need to understand trau-
matic brain injury is a real
thing … a physical injury.
You’re feet away from an
explosion. To think that
wouldn’t cause a physical
injury is absurd.”
Price said he wants

veterans’ pleas for help to
be truly heard and acted
upon effectively. Of the
many suicides he’s heard
about, “I’ve not heard of
one guy yet who went to

no one. They all went and
told someone, ‘I’m think-
ing of killing myself.’”
The VA’s latest national

report on veteran suicide,
released in June and cov-
ering the years 2005-15,
states, “After adjusting for
differences in age, the
rate of suicide in 2015 was
2.1 times higher among
veterans compared with
non-veteran adults.”
The VA’s 2018-2024

Strategic Plan report says
suicide prevention is the
department’s highest
clinical priority. It notes
that in his May 2017
“State of the VA” briefing,
VA Secretary David J.
Shulkin outlined “veteran-
facing challenges that
include the disability
claims backlog, the lack of
consistent quality care
throughout the system,
and veteran suicides.”
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Board of Supervisors at its
Aug. 28 meeting as part of
a comprehensive dis-
cussion about homeless-
ness, the county’s efforts
to address it and potential
next steps.
Stanislaus County CEO

Jody Hayes said he will
ask supervisors for a 30-
day waiting period if they
approve the shelter pro-
posal Aug. 28 to give com-
munity members the
chance to offer alterna-
tives and raise questions
and concerns about the
county’s plan. Supervisor
Terry Withrow said those
questions and concerns
could be incorporated into
the shelter’s final plan.
Supervisors also will be

asked to declare a shelter
crisis, which Hayes said
would eliminate some of
the state’s requirements to
open the shelter. County

officials believe the decla-
ration is necessary for the
county to receive $7.3
million in state funding to
address the area’s home-
lessness crisis.
Hayes said the declara-

tion also would emphasis
the severity of the
problem. “It sends the
right message,” he said,
“that this is an emergen-
cy.”
The proposal could face

opposition.
The Scenic Drive loca-

tion is near the La Loma
neighborhood. Dry Creek
and city parkland separate
the two. Some La Loma
residents already believe
the neighborhood shoul-
ders more than its share
of the homelessness crisis
by having the Modesto
Gospel Mission nearby on
Yosemite Boulevard.
County officials have

just started reaching out
to Modesto and La Loma
leaders. Modesto Neigh-
borhoods Inc. President
Brad Hawn, who joined
Hayes and Withrow at the
editorial board meeting,
said his nonprofit will
hold a meeting for La
Loma residents this
month about the proposal.
Hayes said he hopes

Modesto will become a
partner in this proposal
but added the county does
not need any official ap-
provals from the city or its
City Council to open the
shelter.
Withrow said the home-

less problem won’t go
away by itself and will get
worse unless more action
is taken. The temporary
shelter is proposed to have
60 beds and be what is
called a low-barrier shel-
ter. Unlike traditional
shelters, these facilities
take couples and their
possessions and pets.
The shelter would have

a day center for the home-

less staying there and
offer services so the
homeless can take the
next step in their lives,
including getting into
transitional and then per-
manent housing or getting
treatment for an addic-
tion.
The idea is for homeless

people to cycle through
the shelter. They would
come in, get help, and
then leave as they take
that next step. Hayes
estimated the shelter
could serve several
hundred people a year.
Hayes said homeless

people could not just show
up and get a shelter bed.
He said those working
with the homeless would

decide who gets in.
He said priority would

be given to the homeless
people who are causing
the most distress to them-
selves and the communi-
ty. Those are the home-
less people who are fre-
quently being placed on
mental health holds, re-
peatedly showing up at
emergency rooms or hav-
ing constant contact with
the police.
Stanislaus County and

Modesto have launched
what they call the CARE
program to work with
those homeless people.
Withrow said the low-

barrier shelter is crucial
because it can be difficult
to find a bed for a home-

less person who is ready
to change. Beds need to
be available when people
are willing to accept help
because that willingness
may not last long, and it
could be weeks, months or
years before it comes
back.
“When we get a yes,”

he said, “we need a place
for them to go.”
The county has been

working on opening a
temporary shelter for a
couple of years. An initial
effort with the city fell
through over concerns
about the cost.
The county then worked

with Stanislaus Food
Products about opening a
shelter on tomato cannery
property. But that fell
through in May because
the cannery’s concerns
about legal liability and
how the shelter would
affect its operations could
not be resolved.

FROM PAGE 1A

SHELTER ‘‘WHEN WE GET A YES, WE NEED A
PLACE FOR THEM TO GO.
Stanislaus County CEO Jody Hayes




