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FELTON

State gives Loch fishing opportunities

The California Department of Fish and Game re-
leased mature rainbow trout into Loch Lomond Res-
ervoir this week after a two-year lull.
The state hatchery stocking program trucks in the

fresh-water fish primarily as a public recreational op-
portunity — the trout are unable to spawn in the city
of Santa Cruz drinking water reservoir. Area osprey
also often benefit from the program, officials have
said in past years.
The trout join existing populations of largemouth

bass, bluegill and channel catfish in Loch Lomond.

SANTACRUZ

Striping project to close Highway 9
Caltrans will conduct a striping operation from 8

a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Wednesday on Highway 9 from Key-
stone Way in Santa Cruz and Glengarry Road in Fel-
ton.
The work requires a full closure of the 3-mile sec-

tion of Highway 9 between Keystone Way and Glen-
garry Road. Graham Hill Road will be used to detour
traffic. Motorists can expect delays of up to 15 min-
utes but roadwork should be completed the same day.
Electronic message boards will be posted to alert

motorists of this roadwork. The CHP will assist with
traffic control.
The purpose of this maintenance project is to in-

crease the lifespan of this section of roadway, accord-
ing to a Caltrans release.

SANTACRUZ

Free swim lessons available Saturday
Seahorse Swim School is offering free swim lessons

to all ages, levels & abilities 10 a.m. to noon Saturday
at the Elks Lodge, 150 Jewell St.
No appointment is needed and swimming experi-

ence is not required. A level assessment will be per-
formed for all new swimmers.
These free swim lessons are part of an effort to pre-

vent and reduce accidental drownings in our commu-
nity. Information: seahorseswimschool.com or call
831-476-7946.

APTOS

Work begins Monday on Soquel Drive
Soquel Drive, near the frontage of 8040 Soquel

Drive, will be subject to traffic delays up to 15 minutes
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday through June 20.
Santa Cruz Underground & Paving will complete

underground utility work. The Santa Cruz County
Department of Public Works would like the motoring
public to avoid this area.
Inforamtion: 831-750-2928 or 831-688-1382 or email

Greg@santcruzup.com.

APTOS

History walk slated Sunday
A history walk will take place at 11 a.m. Sunday at

Seacliff State Beach on State Park Drive.
Participants should meet on the deck of the Visi-

tor Center. The talk will cover the concrete ship, great
storms from 1889-today, “The Madman of Seacliff”
and more during a 50-minute 1-mile stroll to the Ap-
tos Creek Bridge and back.
The event is made possible by Friends of Santa

Cruz State Parks and California State Parks.
The talk is free; day-use vehicle fee is $10. Dogs

must be on leash. Information: 831-685-6444.
— Sentinel staff reports

Send us your Coast Lines
If you have a news event or announcement for Coast
Lines, email newsroom@santacruzsentinel.com and
place “Coast Lines” in the email subject line.
Coast Lines items are run at no charge. Please include
contact information for questions.
Information: 831-706-3252Tuesdays to Saturdays.

Setting it straight
The San Lorenzo Water District Board of Directors will
discuss a Santa Cruz County civil grand jury report at the
board’s regular meeting 5p.m. June 21at Highlands Park
Senior Center, 8500Highway 9in Ben Lomond. A story
on A2Friday contained wrong information.

Government corner

Wrap up
BOULDERCREEK
The San Lorenzo Valley Water District board met Friday
for a special meeting to discuss a board vacancy.
The board voted to fill the vacancy on a short-term basis,
through certification of the November general elections.
Applications for the vacancy are due 5p.m. June 14and
are available at slvwd.com, by contacting District Secre-
tary Holly Morrison, hmorrison@slvwd.com or 831-430-
4636or at the district office, 13060Highway 9.
The district board vacancy will be up for a formal election
as a four-year term in November.

SANTACRUZ

Red Cross Hero honorees:
James Gruber and Paul Guzman

The American Red Cross of the Central Coast will
honor a group of community members for their acts
of courage or compassion at the chapter’s 13th An-
nual Heroes Breakfast on June 15.
With background provided by the American Red

Cross of the Central Coast, the Sentinel will highlight
honorees ahead of the event at Twin Lakes Church,
2701 Cabrillo College Drive, Aptos.
Doors open at 8 a.m. with the program set for 8:30-

10 a.m. For tickets, visit redcross.org/centralcoast or
call 831-624-6921. Tickets are $50 per person.
Today’s honorees are Disaster Services Heroes

James Gruber of Salinas and Paul Guzman of Sole-
dad.
It can be a nervous shift for Water Resources

Agency staff who pull overnight river monitoring du-
ties during heavy storms. But two workers assigned
to the Pajaro River during a recent stormy night
ended up rescuing residents from a fire, not a flood.
When pulling up to the Main Street bridge levee in
Watsonville at 4 a.m., Gruber and Guzman saw smoke
coming from the roof of a building near San Juan
Road. Two businesses in the complex were ablaze,
and fire threatened apartments across the driveway,
prompting the two to start evacuations. As the fire
spread, Gruber and Guzman acted as first respond-
ers, entering burning structures, alerting people to
the danger, and rushing many out to the street and
safety. They also rescued nine dogs.

Coast Lines

The Associated Press

GOLETA» Officials declared
the largest wildfire in re-
corded California history
officially extinguished Fri-
day, nearly six months after
it ignited and later burned
hillsides that washed away
in deadly mudslides north-
west of Los Angeles.
Los Padres National For-

est officials made the des-
ignation after detecting no
hotspots within the perim-
eter of the Thomas fire for
more than two months.

The flames broke out on
Dec. 4, 2017, near Thomas
Aquinas College and
burned more than 440
square miles (1,140 square
kilometers) in Ventura and
Santa Barbara counties.
Two people were killed,

including a state firefighter.
The flames destroyed more
than 1,000 buildings before
they were fully contained
on Jan. 12.
A massive downpour on

fire-denuded mountains
Jan. 9 unleashed massive
debris flows that ravaged

hundreds of homes in the
community of Montecito,
killing 21 people and leav-
ing two missing.
The blaze erupted as

powerful Santa Ana winds
swept the region, caus-
ing power outages. The
gusts swept the fire out of
a semirural area and into
neighborhoods.
A spate of lawsuits by

victims claim losses from
the blaze and the resulting
flooding were due to negli-
gence by Southern Califor-
nia Edison.

In response, the util-
ity has said the cause of
the fire remains under in-
vestigation and the claims
don’t stem from official
findings.
More than half the

burned territory was in
Los Padres National Forest,
where officials said crews
were repairing roads, trails
and fences damaged by the
blaze and fire suppression
actions.

GOLETA

State’s biggest-ever wildfire declared extinguished

By JohnWoolfolk
Bay Area News Group

In a year when mass
school shootings in Florida
and Texas grabbed head-
lines and prompted stu-
dent protests, a raft of pro-
posed new gun regulations
is finding little resistance
from lawmakers in Califor-
nia, already home to some
of the nation’s most exten-
sive gun laws.
Legislators on Friday ad-

vanced many of the bills in-
troduced in the Senate and
Assembly. If approved by
both houses and signed by
the governor, they would
raise the age for buying ri-
fles and make it easier for
authorities to confiscate
guns from people believed
to be dangerous.
“Everything is certainly

moving forward,” said
Amanda Wilcox, legislative
advocate for the California
Chapters for the Brady Cam-
paign. “Together, all these
bills make a difference.”
Gun rights supporters op-

pose many of the bills but
said they face an uphill bat-
tle.
“There is always hope,

but we have to work hard

during the second half of
the session,” said Sam Pare-
des, executive director of
Gun Owners of California.
Among the bills the Brady

Campaign considers a prior-
ity are AB 3 by Assembly-
manRobBonta, D-Oakland,
and SB 1100 by State Sen.
Anthony Portantino. Both
would raise the legal age to
purchase all firearms to 21,
the same as for handguns in
California. Portantino’s bill
also would limit purchases
of all guns, not just hand-
guns, to one every 30 days.
Critics argued that some-
one who at 18 is entrusted
to drive a car, enlist in the
military and vote shouldn’t
be deprived of gun rights.
The bills were inspired

by February’s Parkland,
Fla., high school shooting in
which a 19 year old legally
bought a military-style rifle
and used it to kill 17 people
at the school that had ex-
pelled him. Last month, a
17-year-old student armed
with his father’s revolver
and shotgun killed 10 peo-
ple at his Santa Fe, Texas
high school.
Another Brady Campaign

priority that advanced is SB
1200 by Sen. Nancy Skin-

ner, D-Berkeley. It would
strengthen her 2014 Gun
Violence Restraining Order
legislation, which allows
family members to seek a
court order to disarm a rel-
ative they fear is dangerous.
The bill would include gun
parts and components as
items to be surrendered. The
National Shooting Sports
Foundation argued the bill
is overly broad in banning
parts that aren’t dangerous.
Late Thursday, the As-

sembly approved AB 2382
by AssemblymanMike Gip-
son, D-Carson, that would
close the “ghost gun loop-
hole” by regulating parts
and components that peo-
ple barred from having a
gun could use to assemble
one. Gun Owners of Cali-
fornia argued the regula-
tion is overly broad and im-
practical.
“California has led the

nation in moving common
sense gun reform, and this
Legislature is continuing to
stand firm in our commit-
ment to the people we rep-
resent by passing bills like
AB 2382,” Gipson said in a
statement.
Last year, a man barred

by a restraining order from

having guns used home-
built military style rifles in
a rampage that killed five in
Tehama County.
Another priority bill for

gun-control advocates, AB
2222 by Assemblyman Bill
Quirk, D-Hayward, passed
in the Assembly with bipar-
tisan support Thursday. It
would require law enforce-
ment agencies to log every
recovered firearm used in a
crime into a justice depart-
ment database to help track
gun trafficking patterns. Po-
lice record-keepers had ini-
tially argued that a provi-
sion for reporting the infor-
mation within three days
would be impractical, but it
has since been extended to
seven days.
Wilcox said a couple of

bills her organization sup-
ported stalled. One, SB
1185 by Sen. Jerry Hill, D-
San Mateo, would require
law enforcement agencies
to account for all firearms
in their possession, whether
service weapons or confis-
cated guns. It did not ap-
pear to have organized op-
position, but Wilcox sug-
gested costs to implement
the law may have been a
concern.

LAWANDORDER

California lawmakers advance gun bills

allegations. A new trial is
sought in that case and
the special allegation from
Geare’s attack that lacked
a verdict, Assistant District
Attorney Jason Gill said.
Geare, who testified at

trial, said she is not satis-
fied that she was the only
rape victim validated with
convictions. The 41-year-old
woman who had been at-
tacked near Nisene Marks
must await a new proceed-
ing.
“It’s been a really grueling

process,” said John Geare,
Jody’s father. He attended
most of the trial in Superior
Court.
The Geares have strug-

gled to cope with what hap-
pened to the second-young-
est of four siblings.
“I’m not going to be over

it,” John Geare said. “She
was involved in a death
struggle. I’m affected by it.”

Her chances
Women in the U.S. are

less likely to be raped by a
stranger than someone fa-
miliar to them, according to
theU.S. JusticeDepartment.
Roughly three out of four

women raped in the U.S.
from 1994 to 2010 were as-
saulted by a partner, rela-
tive or acquaintance; strang-
ers perpetrated 22 percent
of sexual violence against
women in the U.S. during
that period, according to the
Justice Department.
Jody Geare was one of

nearly 100,000 female rape
victims in the U.S. in 2004,
according to the FBI.
Gearepreferrednot todis-

close her employer but attri-
butes her fire service as a
healing force in her busy life,
which is hectic during fire
season. She serves as a fire-
apparatus engineer, leading
a teamoffirefighters, driving
fire engines and serving as
needed as on-scene incident
commander. Her job that is
similar to a city fire depart-
ment’s lieutenant, she said.
“I remained a firefighter,

continued in my job and
didn’t end uphomeless or on
heroin. The odds againstme
were ridiculous,” Geare said.
“But you can survive some-
thing like this and still be-
come a well-adjusted mem-
ber of society. You can adapt
and overcome.”
The struggles with anx-

iety and post-traumatic

stress required years of re-
search, therapy and “a lot of
work,” Geare said.

Comeback
She returned to the fire

service after her battered
face healed in 2004 and
soon learned how her life
had changed drastically.
“I was a 22 year old who

was afraid of the dark,”
Geare said. “I wasn’t able
to function as a firefighter
or a human.”
Her supervisors recom-

mended that she take a
break from the fire service.
“I had nightmares, panic

attacks and Iwasn’t eating,”
Geare said. “Essentially, I
was falling into a depres-
sion where I was isolating
myself. I was having issues
with working around men
and that was my entire job.”
When she returned to fire

service, she responded to a
fatality at a structure fire
in Hollister in 2013. Geare
entered a burning building
alone and pulled a man’s
body from the blaze think-
ing she saved his life, she
said. But the man died at
the scene.
“That destroyed me,”

Geare said. “All of the Band-
Aids I put on my PTSD the
past 10 years had just been
ripped off.”
That was how she began

to face her fears and prob-
lems she attributes to be-
ing raped and, last year, she
sought professional help
with managing her trauma.
Shewent to a trauma retreat
for firefighters.
“It was like a year of ther-

apy in five days,” Geare said.
“I finally got the help that I
needed. It’s a trip what it
does to your body. It never
goes away, but it gets easier.”
Now, she travels, a hobby

she abandoned during the
dark days of her recovery: to
Costa Rica, Hawaii, Mexico
—placeswhere she can surf.
“That’s my thing now,”

Geare said.
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Jody Geare talks about how she has been healing the last
14years since she was attacked near Aptos. Her rapist was
convicted Wednesday in Santa Cruz.
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