
Cheng was heading into 
his sophomore year at San 
Marino High School but 
lagging behind in stature. 
A specialist considered 
putting him on medica-
tion, but a quick reference 
to the family tree suggest-
ed otherwise. 

“My dad grew late and 
some of my uncles did, 
too,” Cheng added. “They 
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By Steve Whitmore
ASSISTANT EDITOR

A longtime school board 
member has presented a 
claim against the San Ma-
rino Unified School Dis-
trict, usually a precursor 
to a lawsuit, citing civil 
rights violations, defama-
tion of character and a 
demand to immediately 
cease and desist releasing 
any false incriminating 
information, including al-
legations of sexual assault 
or battery.

The San Marino Unified 
School District has 50 days 
from the April 23 presenta-
tion to respond to the two-
page claim filed by Guy 
P. Glazier, School Board 
Member Chris Norgaard’s 
attorney. After which time, 
Norgaard is prepared to 
file a lawsuit in state court 
and even possibly in fed-
eral court, according to 
Glazier, a San Marino res-
ident, who is a partner in 
the Glazier Yee law firm, 
with offices in Los Angeles 

and San Francisco. Nor-
gaard declined to com-
ment, referring all inquiries 
to Glazier.

“We wanted to be as in-
clusive as we could (with 
the claim),” Glazier said 
Wednesday afternoon 

By Mitch Lehman
EDITOR OF THE TRIBUNE

The Los Angeles 
County District Attor-
ney’s office has de-
clined to prosecute 
San Marino School 
Board Member Chris 
Norgaard, it was 
learned on Tuesday of 
this week, following 
an investigation into 
charges of alleged bat-
tery, sexual harassment 
and improper conduct, 
according to press re-

District Attorney’s 
Office Declines to
Prosecute Norgaard

School Board Member 
Chris Norgaard Presents 
Claim Against District
Sets Up Possible Civil Rights, Defamation Lawsuit; 
Attorney for District Says It Is “Without Merit”

By Steve Whitmore
ASSISTANT EDITOR

When San Marino Fire 
Chief Mario Rueda took 
the helm of the local fire 
department two years ago, 
he saw that there were 
some things that needed 
immediate attention. 

Those included es-
tablishing consistency 
among all three of the 
department’s shifts and 
ensuring emergency pre-
paredness plans were 
in place and approved, 

Fire Chief Finds Success 
With Audits, Inspections

By Mitch Lehman
EDITOR OF THE TRIBUNE

His fascination for the 
Spanish language and 
Latin American art will 
soon come together in 
a harmonious conver-
gence for the Rev. Can-
on George F. Woodward 
III, who in just a matter 
of hours will official-
ly step down from his 
position as the Seventh 
Rector of San Marino’s 
St. Edmund’s Episcopal 
Church.

It’s a role in which he 
has served with grace 
and dignity since 1995, 
but the affable Wood-
ward will be moving 
more up than out.

San Miguel de Allen-
de, located in the Cen-
tral Highlands of Mexi-
co, 170 miles northwest 
of Mexico City will soon 
be home for Woodward 
and after several de-
cades near the coast, his 
biggest challenge could 
very well be acclimat-
ing to the town’s 6,233’ 
elevation – more than 
a mile above sea level. 
Woodward will be tak-
ing over as rector of the 
English language parish 
at St. Paul’s Anglican 

In His Caring Hands, St. Edmund’s Thrived
Rev. Canon George Woodward Is Leaving Local Church After 23 Years for Next Assignment

By Mitch Lehman
TRIBUNE SPORTS EDITOR

Raye Cheng remembers 
all too clearly the words 
of his doctor.

“Four foot eleven,” 
Cheng says in his typical 
upbeat tone. “Actually, it 
was four foot eleven and a 
half, if I remember correct-
ly,” adding a hearty laugh. 

FINAL WORDS: Rev. Canon George F. Woodward III departs 
St. Edmund’s Episcopal Church this Sunday after 23 years as rec-
tor. Above, he holds a leather-bound copy of the 1979 Book of 
Common Prayer and the 1982 Hymnal. Woodward will soon 
become rector of a church in Mexico.  Rafael Najarian Photo

He’ll Stand Tall In the Long Gray Line
Though Undersized Most of His Life, West Point-Bound Raye 
Cheng’s Remarkable Work Ethic and Discipline Have Paid Off

among other items in 
need of attention.

When Rueda took over 
in 2016, San Marino’s 
command staff was also 
included with two oth-
er cities, South Pasadena 
and San Gabriel. That 
changed in 2017, when 
those two cities opted to 
go back to stand-alone 
fire departments.

“Everything is working 
fine,” Rueda said. “Our 
departments work well 
together.”

See CHENG page A-5

Church. Or Iglesia Angli-
cana de San Pablo. 

“I love the culture and 
I speak the language,” 
Woodward said from his 

See NORGAARD page A-4

City Is Seeking
Volunteers for
Commissions

See DA page A-7

The City of San Marino 
is seeking volunteers to fill 
eight seats on citizen com-
mittees. Three seats on the 
Design Review Commit-
tee and an alternate posi-
tion are all available. The 
three current seat holders 
are eligible to seek reap-
pointment to their posi-
tions, but the alternate 
position is open due to a 
resignation. The Design 
Review Committee meets 
the first and third Wednes-
day of each month in 7:00 
p.m. at City Hall. 

Two seats will become 
available on the Plan-
ning Commission and the 
current seat holders are 
termed out and not eli-
gible to return. The Plan-
ning Commission meets 
on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in City Hall. 

Three seats on the San 
Marino Recreation Com-
mission will also soon be 
vacant. Each of the seat 
holders are termed out 
and may not seek reap-
pointment. The Recreation 
Commission meets six 
times each year, mostly at 

IT’S PANCAKE BREAKFAST TIME! The San Marino Firefighters Association’s annual pan-
cake breakfast is scheduled for Saturday, May 19 in Lacy Park from 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 
noon. Attendees can take advantage of an all-you-can-eat selection that includes pan-
cakes, sausage, coffee and juice while enjoying the many activities for children—and even 
adults! A series of raffle drawings will also take place during the event. Tickets are $10 
each and are available at the Fire Station or at the gate. PICTURED ABOVE: San Marino 
Mayor Steve Talt purchases the first five tickets for the pancake breakfast. Left to right, Fire-
fighter/Paramedic Eric Gashi, Firefighter/Paramedic Dave Tannehill, Mayor Steve Talt, Engi-
neer Dan Wagenbrenner and Firefighter/Paramedic Brian Campbell. Mitch Lehman Photo

Annual Pancake Breakfast  
Is Right Around the Corner

See WOODWARD page A-7

See INSPECTIONS page A-7

Titanium Robotics took its robot, Joys[Ti]ck, to Wednesday 
evening’s school board meeting at the SMUSD district office.

TITANIUM ROBOTICS
Robotics Attends Board 
of Education Meeting

By Kimia Hassibi
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

This week, San Marino 
High School’s Titanium 
Robotics attended the 
SMUSD Board of Educa-
tion Meeting for the first 
time. They listened to 
matters regarding the city, 
such as the progress of 
the district’s four schools 
in the past month and a 

resolution for the borrow-
ing of funds. Afterward, 
Titanium Robotics seniors 
Joshua Duncan, Wesley 
Su, and Kyle Weng pre-
sented to the board mem-
bers and audience. They 
described the founding 
of the team, the Titanium 
Robotics’ goal to promote 
STEAM (science, technol-
ogy, engineering, arts, 

said I was fine. I was just 
four years late.”

Now just a few weeks 
shy of graduation, Cheng 
has sprouted to 5’7.” And 
in the estimation of all who 
know him, he never lacked 
the aforementioned “stat-
ure,” even when he wasn’t 
very tall. His journey will 
come to the first of many 

See VOLUNTEERS page A-7

San Marino firefighters stand at attention behind their gear that 
is going to get a closer look by the SM Fire command staff. Pho-
to courtesy of the San Marino Fire Department

office overlooking Hun-
tington Drive that is en-
hanced by colorful art 
and artifacts. “This is a 
dream come true. I have 

wanted to live in Lat-
in America for a long 
while.” 

San Miguel de Al-
lende could possibly 
provide the ideal tran-
sition for Woodward. 
San Miguel de Allen-
de is a town of about 
80,000 that includes 
between 8,000-10,000 
expatriates from the 
United States, Cana-
da and Great Britain. 
San Miguel de Allende 
is home to a popular 
art school and major 
English-speaking writ-
ers conference. It was 
a destination for GIs, 
who emigrated to the 
town following WWII.

“It’s a pretty happen-
ing place,” Woodward 
added with a smile. 

Woodward admires 
the church’s vision and 
said his new parish fre-
quently provides meals 
for less fortunate mem-
bers of the community 
and supports children 
in need. 

“They are helping 
to break the cycle of 
poverty in these far off 
and far flung villages,” 
Woodward added with 
a sense of pride. 

ONE TOUGH CUSTOMER: San Marino High School senior Raye Cheng 
has been a solid performer on the volleyball court and soccer pitch for the 
Titans. Cheng recently accepted an appointment to attend the U.S. Military 
Academy at West Point.  Tribune Photos by Daryl Chan and Mitch Lehman

See ROBOTICS page A-7


