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In epochs past, San 
Marino High School’s 
boys’ varsity tennis team 
never needed to work 
past Spring Break to win 
a Rio Hondo League 
championship but with 
a fresh infusion of tal-
ent up north, all that has 
changed. 

The Titans needed all 
they could muster two 
weeks ago in a fierce 
showdown for Rio Hon-
do League superiority. 
The Spartans even took 
the extreme step of re-
questing a USTA official 
to assure that everything 
was on the up-and-up.

San Marino’s #1 dou-
bles team of John Carter 
& Tyler Tseng won a tight 
doubles match against La 
Canada’s Jack Mannion 
& Gabriel Llanes before 
eventually winning by a 
score of 7-5. The pair also 

San Marino Sweeps 
Spartans to Clinch Title
Titans Dispatch Upstart La Cañada In 
Consecutive High-Pressure Matches

won their other two dou-
bles matches. 

Andrew Wong & Aus-
tin Han won one of their 
matches and Scott Chen 
& Auberon Lai won two of 
their three doubles sets. 

A large part of San Ma-
rino’s success against La 
Canada was junior Leo 
Wang, who won all three 
of his matches including 
a singles match against 
La Canada’s best player, 
freshman Ryan Morgan. 
Junior Alex Ko defeated 
La Canada’s Reid Schreck 
in the final round of the 
match to clinch a San 
Marino victory over the 
Spartans for the 10th 
straight year.

The result was the same 
last Thursday as the Titans 
prevailed by the same 
score. Carter & Tseng 
compiled another sweep 
at #1 doubles while An-
drew Wong & Scott Chen 
took a pair. Wang again 
swept his three doubles 
events but the hero of the 
match was Lai, who—
with the match and ti-
tle on the line—upset 
Schreck 7-5 in the final 
singles match of the day 
to clinch the crown. 

“I give Auberon a lot of 
credit,” said head Coach 
Melwin Pereira. “He 
played hard and eventu-
ally figured out what he 
needed to do to get the 
win. This team has come 
a long way this season 
and I am very proud of 
them.”

The Titans defeated 
Monrovia and South Pas-
adena by identical scores 
of 17-1 to finish the sea-
son with an 8-0 league 
mark. San Marino now 
heads to next week’s Rio 
Hondo League prelimi-
naries. 

The Titan Shield’s Kurtis 
Tsai contributed to this 
story.

CAN’T GET CARTER: San Marino senior John Carter and his 
doubles partner Tyler Tseng took all six sets of their La Caña-
da opponents during two crucial 10-8 wins over the Spartans 
which clinched the Rio Hondo League championship.  Daryl 
Chan Photo

By Will Slocum
THE TITAN SHIELD

San Marino High 
School’s varsity base-
ball team beat the Tem-
ple City Rams 7-3 on 
the road last Friday af-
ternoon, completing 
a week during which 
the Titans defeated the 
Rams twice. 

San Marino got rolling 
when senior left fielder 
Ryan Sabin hit the first 
pitch of the contest to 
right center field for a 
leadoff triple. Shortly af-
terwards, Sabin scored 
on a passed ball which 
got the Titans out in 
front, 1-0.

That lead was short-
lived as the Rams got two 
runs across home plate 
in the bottom of the first. 
Those were scored from 
a combination of Temple 
City hits and Titan defen-
sive miscues.

After that inning, Ti-
tans starting pitcher, 
Blake Cabot, settled 
down and he ended up 
pitching the rest of the 
game. From the second 
inning on, Cabot al-

LIKE THE MAILMAN: He 
delivers. San Marino High 
School senior singles player  
Leo Wang swept his La Caña-
da counterparts as the Titans 
clinched. Mitch Lehman Photo

lowed only 1 run and 4 
while striking out four.

On his performance, 
Cabot said, “After the first 
innings, I knew that two 
runs wasn’t going to make 
a game and that I had to 
keep my confidence and 
composure and just pitch 
well. When I started to get 
the run support in the 3rd 
and 4th innings, I began 
to relax because I knew 
my teammates were hit-
ting the ball well. That’s 
when I feel like the game 
really shifted.”

On offense, the Titans 
scored 7 runs by solidly 
executing an aggressive, 
yet patient approach at 
the plate. San Marino took 
almost all of the pitches 
they saw that were not in 
the strike zone and put 
good swings on balls over 
the plate. The Titans were 
also helped by having 
seven combined walks 
and hit batsmen. 

About those walks and 
hit batsmen, Sabin said, 
“Every base we can take 
is an advantage. If we get 
walks, that is something 
we’ll use to help us win 
and we did.”

San Marino got runs 
batted in from Grant 
Spitzer, Kade Wentz, 
Austin Urbach, Noah 
Herrera and Will Steele. 
Other contributors on of-
fense were Sabin, short-
stop Harrison Dunkel 
and second baseman 
Sean Richardson.

That allowed San Mari-
no to score 6 more runs 
and win, 7-3.

Earlier in the week, 
the Titans won 4-3, on a 
walk-off single by Spitzer 
that scored Urbach in the 
9th inning against Temple 
City, at home on Tuesday.

Throughout the con-
test, San Marino had 19 
base runners, although 
they had poor production 
with runners in scoring 
position as they strand-
ed 11 runners on base. 
Meanwhile, the Rams 
offense was mostly shut 
down, although they got 
timely hits.

With the Titans being 
down to their final out 
in the 7th inning and the 
bases empty; Dunkel and 
Urbach got back-to-back, 
2 out doubles to tie the 
game, 3-3.

“Our guys didn’t go 
in thinking that we had 
it lost when we were 
down to our final out. 
Sometimes we get the 
breaks and other times 
we don’t. We just got 
them when we hit the 
ball well in the 7th 
and it worked out for 
us,” stated head Coach 
Mike Hobbie on the 
7th inning rally.

The bottom of the 9th 
started with controver-
sy as Urbach reached 
base on a dropped 
third strike. Temple City 
thought they recorded 
the out, although Ur-
bach ran to first base 
and was called safe. 
Temple City protested 
the call, though it stood 
and Urbach was safely 
on base. That was fol-
lowed by Herrera sin-
gling and Spitzer ending 
the game with a walk-
off single to give San 
Marino the 4-3 win.

San Marino doesn’t 
play again until Mon-
day, April 30, when the 
Titans travel to South 
Pasadena to take on the 
Tigers.

These intrepid grads showed up at McNamee Field last Saturday morning to take on San Marino High School’s 2018 var-
sity baseball team in the annual Alumni Game. Despite the heroics of Alumni starting pitcher Robert Kral, the youngsters 
prevailed by a final score of 7-3. Kral and his mound counterpart, Lachlan Streeter (complete game, 3RBI at the plate) 
were named the MVPs of their respective squads. PICTURED ABOVE, left to right, are FRONT ROW: Tom McKissick 
(1980), Chandler Caldwell (2009), Mike Escalante (1981), Matt Halliday (1977) and Dan Giddings (1990). TOP ROW: 
Dan Slaught (1980), Manager (and Mayor) Steve Talt (1976), Mike Turpin (1979), MVP Robert Kral (1982), Kris Jones 
(1995), John Slaught (1982), and Blair Slattery. The Alumni handily won last year’s contest.  Lachlan Streeter Photo
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fruitions in early July 
when the son of Charlene 
and Ted Cheng heads to 
West Point and the United 
States Military Academy.

Fully prepared for the 
next chapter of his life, 
Cheng admitted that at 
one point he had severe 
doubts about the future.

“Soccer is my main 
sport and I remember 
during my freshman year, I 
was considering quitting,” 
said Cheng. “I felt I was 
too far behind. I thought I 
couldn’t keep up. My club 
coach convinced me to 
stick with it.” 

Evan Loomis is the 
coach who encouraged 
his undersized midfielder 
to stick with the fight, and 
his foresight was soon re-
warded. 

“Coach Loomis has 
played a big part in how 
I have turned out,” Cheng 
said. “He has been a big 
mentor for me.”

Cheng also plays volley-
ball at San Marino High 

School, and anyone famil-
iar with the sport knows it 
could be called “The Land 
of the Giants,” but the size 
disparity has never side-
tracked Raye. Several years 
ago, the sport introduced 
a position called the libe-
ro, a defensive specialist 
who can enter the game 
at any time but plays un-
der substantial offensive 
restrictions. Though ideal 
for a shorter player, Cheng 
wanted no part of it. He’d 
rather mix it up at the net 
with the big boys.

“Entering this year, I told 
the coaches that if I wasn’t 
going to play the front row, 
I wasn’t playing volley-
ball,” Cheng explained. 
“We had a good libero 
and I didn’t want to be a 
defensive specialist. I love 
sports and I want to play. I 
made up my mind at the 
beginning of the season 
that I would play front 
row. I worked hard to im-
prove myself. I am thank-
ful for my athleticism. It 
has helped me overcome 
my lack of height.”

Tony Chou, who coach-

es the Titan varsity volley-
ball team, doesn’t really 
see a lack of anything 
when it comes to his start-
ing opposite hitter.

“Raye is a great kid, all 
around,” Chou said.  “He 
is very hard working and 
humble and he is a great 
leader. I have coached 
him for two years and 
I love the kid. He has 
earned everything he has 
gotten. It was a no-brainer 
to get him into the lineup.”

Senior Nate Wang has 
competed alongside Raye 
in youth soccer and most 
recently on the volleyball 
court. Wang long ago 
surrendered any doubts 
about Cheng’s abilities. 

“Raye’s work ethic and 
discipline are unrivaled as 
far as anyone else I know,” 
Wang said. “I think those 
qualities will serve him 
well at West Point. It has 
always been so fun to play 
with someone who hus-
tles as much as Raye.”

Titan varsity soccer 
Coach Ozzy Monroy, 
who wrote Cheng’s name 
on the starting lineup for 

four years, called Raye 
“the perfect picture of an 
outstanding athlete.”

“He has dedication, 
consistency and he puts 
everything he has into ev-
ery play,” Monroy said of 
his team MVP and all-Rio 
Hondo League first team-
er. “He understands the 
game at a level above ev-
eryone else. It has been a 
privilege to coach Raye.”

Cheng was introduced 
to the military academies 
by former Titan soccer 
and volleyball teammate 
Xavier Beck, who graduat-
ed last year. Raye was so 
moved that he attended 
the Summer Leadership 
Experience at West Point 
last year. 

“The whole point is to 
give rising seniors a taste 
of what life is like at West 
Point,” Cheng explained. 
“I got to throw a grenade 
and shoot an M4 rifle and 
attend academic work-
shops. And we woke up at 
5 o’clock in the morning, 
basically living life at West 
Point. Right then I knew I 
would be applying there, 

but it wasn’t at the top of 
the list.”

Senators Diane Fein-
stein and Kamala Harris 
and Congresswoman Judy 
Chu put Raye at the top of 
their list and their letters of 
recommendation sealed 
the deal.

“I think the challenges 
at West Point will be bet-
ter for me,” said the young 
man who has faced and 
overcome challenges all 
his life. “I like its similari-
ty to sports. All the downs 
are what make the ups that 
much sweeter. If I went to 
a civilian college, I know 
I would just be floating 
through college. West Point 
will be more fulfilling.”

Cheng has been in touch 
with Army soccer coaches 
and nobody should be sur-
prised if he ends up on the 
varsity squad next year. Ei-
ther way, his sporting days 
are far from over. 

“One of the sayings at 
West Point is that every 
cadet is an athlete,” Cheng 
said. 

“We are encouraged to 
play a sport. Whether it’s 

soccer or something else, I 
will be competing.”

Athletic skill apparently 
runs in the family as Raye’s 
brother, Ryan—a 2016 
graduate of San Marino 
High School—attends Yale 
and is a member of the 
Bulldog tennis team. 

After graduation, Cheng 
and all the new members of 
the Long Gray Line – a term 
which honors the West 
Point corps of cadets from 
inception to the end of time 
– will move on to five-years 
of military service.

“That’s my commit-
ment,” he said. We’ll see 
what happens.”

Looking back on the 
struggles of his younger, 
height-challenged days, 
Cheng, instead, chose to 
look ahead. 

“I am thankful for it as 
I am with everything else 
that has happened in my 
life,” he said. “It has giv-
en me a new sense of 
self-awareness. Without 
that obstacle, I wouldn’t be 
who I am today.”

Pity anyone who tries to 
sell him short.

Varsity Holds On For Alumni Game Win

WEARING ONE: Austin Urbach took one for the team last 
Friday during San Marino’s 7-3 won over Temple City, which 
put the Titans squarely in second place with four to play.

Titans Top Temple City – Twice
San Marino Takes Hold of Second Place With Hard-Fought Wins

HATS OFF: Senior shortstop Harrison Dunkel has provided 
timely hitting and solid defense for the Titans, who have two 
games against Monrovia next week.  Lachlan Streeter Photos


