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“FANTASTIC 
CUSTOMER SERVICE”

PMC Pete

China Red House

661-350-1172
Open 7 days, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. • 223 Frazier Mtn. Park Rd. • Lebec, CA 93243

NOW  
OPEN

IN 
LEBEC!

WE

DELIVER

TO
PMC!

CHINESE

RESTAURANT
CALL FOR TAKE 

OUT

Courage comes in unexpected packages

     Frazier Mountain’s 
Freedom Rider
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This historic photo from the Vicksburg Post in 1964 shows FBI agents 
sorting through the rubble of what remained of Freedom House on 
Sunday, Oct. 4, 1964. A bomb placed under the building used as 
a community center and a schoolhouse in Vicksburg, Mississippi 

Texas, but he stepped up to 
make it his mission to get the 
legislation passed. Eight months 
later, Johnson succeeded.

Discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex or national 
origin was outlawed by the Civil 
Rights Act. Unequal application 
of voter registration rules was 
banned, as was racial segrega-
tion in schools, in the workplace 
and in facilities that served the 
general public. 

But worthwhile change is 
rarely easy. In the early 1960s, 
Mississippi was the most 
violently segregated state. 

Systematic terrorism was 
used by the KKK to suppress 
integration and voting rights. 

In 1964, college students 
from universities around the 
country volunteered to come to 
register voters and hold class-
es in nonviolent activism at 
Freedom Schools. There were 
deaths, bombings, churches 
burned to the ground and con-
stant intimidation. But, slowly, 

there was also change.

The telephone conference 
between Walker Wright and 
Fran O’Brien on October 17, 
2014 started with both being a 
little shy. Then they began to 
share questions and memories 
from 50 years earlier.

Walker Wright:  How did you 
get to Mississippi, Fran? That 
was pretty radical…to get on 
a bus, and travel across the 
country all by yourself. 

Fran O’Brien: What decided 
me was the movie, Judgement 

at Nuremberg (about World 
War II). It came out in 1962 
and it took a while to get to 
our school. I had heard about 
the Mississippi Project. Then 
I saw the movie. There was a 
German housekeeper, and the 
judge asked her what it was 
like, living under Hitler, with 
the atrocities against Jewish 
people. She said, “We were just 
little people, we couldn’t do 
anything about it.”

I imagined myself being 
asked, 30 years down the road, 
“What did you know about 
black people and how they were 
being treated in the South?” I 
decided I didn’t want to answer 
“I was in some debates….” 

That would have been 
nothing.

WW: What did your father say 
when you told him you were 
going?

FO: He asked, “Do you know 
what you are getting into?” 
I said “Yes.” But it was 
different from what you saw 
in the news…. When I told my 
father I wanted to go, he said, 
“This proves that genetics are 
stronger than environment.” I 
grew up in Whittier, California. 
That was not much of a place 
for radical training.

But my grandmother was 
active for the right of women 
to vote. Moses Herman, my 
grandfather, was an advocate 
for women’s right to vote and 
the right to own property. Both 
of them were advocates in the 
early part of the 20th century 
for rights of people of all races.

WW: That was really radical 
then.

FO: Yes, very radical.

WW: Ross Barnett was an evil 
governor in Mississippi. He 
knew about the plan to kill civil 
rights workers in Vicksburg.

My great aunt cooked and 
cleaned house for a lawyer. He 
was a Ku Klux Klansman and 
a staunch segregationist. She 
raised his children. He would 
say, “You have to call my son 

exploded in the night  with 14 people inside. Most people (including 
a family with small children) were in bed.  Walker Wright (inset, left) 
was 14 at the time. He lived just down the hill from Freedom House 
and went to school there. Fran O’Brien, now of Frazier Park (inset, 
right), had just finished her junior year at college in Oregon when she 
went to teach small children at this house during Freedom Summer. 
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