
Dead again
■ Marvel dives back into the drink with 
‘Deadpool 2,’ the second installment in its 
mutant anti-hero franchise. PAGE B3

Sports: Baseball Dragons lack fire
Cougars claw out North Coast win. A5

Music: Marty O’Reilly’s old soul
Sonoma musician returns to his roots. B1
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The revolving door at 17850 
Railroad Ave. hasn’t stopped 
much in the last year.

That’s the address of  the 
Sonoma Valley Unified School 
District, and in the last year the 
district has seen almost all of  
its senior administrator posi-
tions turn over. It started when 
Superintendent Louann Carlo-
magno resigned last June. She 
was followed by Curriculum 
and Instruction Director Karla 
Conroy, who retired, and Chief  

Valley Advisory Commission  
rejects dispensary proposals

The Sonoma Valley Citizens 
Advisory Commission found 
itself  in the crosshairs of  con-
troversial cannabis-operation 

proposals, scheduling reviews 
of  four applications in a single 
meeting on Wednesday, May 23.

When the smoke cleared, 
the SVCAC rejected two of  the 
applications and endorsed one. 

The fourth – Glen Ellen res-
ident Mike Benziger’s applica-
tion for limited cultivation on 
Jack London Road – was pulled 

By CHRISTIAN KALLEN
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

But SVCAC endorses 11,000-square-foot cannabis 
growhouse on East MacArthur

School 
district’s 
revolving 
door 
Must replace
almost all
senior staff
By BILL HOBAN
INDEX-TRIBUNE MANAGING EDITOR

See School, A4

See Dispensary, A4
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James Munley retreats from the podium at the Sonoma Valley Citizens 
Advisory Commission meeting on Wednesday, May 23, while Tammy 
Bryant continued a verbal assault against a dispensary applicant. 
Commission members described the comments as inappropriate and 
called a short recess to quell the chaos. 

Death doesn’t seem like a delight-
ful subject to gather round and 
discuss. Maybe the reason there’s so 
much to say about it is because the 
inevitable end is not usually consid-
ered polite conversation.

It is now. 
Death Cafés, as they are called, 

started in London in 2011 and 

approximately 64,000 sessions have 
been held in 52 countries around the 
world. Now they’ve reached Sono-
ma, where professional facilitator 
Tess Lorraine is leading group 
discussions about end of  life issues 
at Vintage House. 

You can sip iced tea, nibble a cook-
ie and nod politely as a participant 
wonders aloud about what happens 
after you die and another asks if  
the refrigerator door is really the 
correct place to post your Do Not 
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Krave had grand plans for its tasting room on West Napa Street, but its promised ‘meat to mouth experience’ never came to fruition.

Death and cookies

By CAROLE KELLEHER
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

New ‘death café’ discussion 
group brings end-of-life front 
and center in Sonoma

See Death, A6

“Straight from 
California’s wine 
country. Krave is 

all-natural and exploding 
with flavor,” reads the 
promotional copy for the 
Krave Jerky brand on the 

Hershey website.
That copy will need to be 

edited. 
The candy behemoth 

has told its dozen Sono-
ma-based employees that 
its Krave operations are 
moving to Austin, Texas, 
sometime this year.

Jon Sebastiani sold his 
baby, the Krave Jerky line, 
to Hershey in 2015. Three 
years later, despite assur-
ances that the company 
was committed to it re-
maining in Sonoma, plans 

By LORNA SHERIDAN
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITERSonoma-born jerky 

brand to move its 
dried-meat  
operation to Texas

Krave no longer craves Sonoma 

See Krave, A6
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Stan Pawlak and his service dog, Ming, sample the nibbles 
at a ‘Death Cafe’ gathering at Vintage House Senior Center.

Steven Roth-
schild called 
911 and told a 
Sonoma County 
sheriff’s deputy 
his wife may 
be dead inside 
their home, say-
ing “I got angry. 
I think I killed 
her,” the deputy 
testified Thursday.

But lawyers argued in a 

Rothschild
murder 
hearing
continued
No motive offered;
lawyers argue over
premeditation
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

See Rothschild, A7

Steven  
Rothschild


