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Calistoga resident 
Donald Williams 
has filed paper-
work to run for a 
seat on the Calis-
toga City Council. 

Senior Apartments 
finally opening 
doors to tenants

By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor
 

For Nora Hiller, the journey home has been a 
long and winding road.

Forced to move after becoming ill and losing 
her job, the nearest place she could afford was in 
Williams, 76 miles northeast of Calistoga on 
Highway 5 in Colusa County.

It wasn’t a nice place, she said of the run-
down apartment she rented in a complex where 
sketchy people came and went and she didn’t 
feel safe.

Tomorrow, Hiller, along with 28 other 
“senior” residents, will move into brand new 
digs at the Calistoga Senior Apartments on 
lower Washington Street. The 30-unit complex, 
an affordable housing project developed through 
a partnership between the city and the Corporation 
for Better Housing, was originally slated to open 
at the end of March. Then the end of April. Then 
June.

According to Bill Perryman of Domus 
Management Company, which will oversee 

Smoky skies grim reminder of wildfire threat

■ August rent has been waived 
for new residents, who were left in 
housing limbo by series of delays

First day of classes for new 
school year to start Aug. 16

By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor
 

Retired teacher and wood floor installer Donald 
Williams filed papers this week to run for a seat on 
the Calistoga City Council.

The terms of Gary Kraus and Jim Barnes expire 
this year, as does the mayoral term of Chris 
Canning.

Barnes is seeking re-election and has filed his 
paperwork with the city clerk’s office.

According to city clerk Kathy Flamson, Kraus 
has taken out the paperwork necessary to run but 
has yet to return it for an official filing. Canning has 

By Claudia Aceves
Tribune Reporter 

Calistoga resident Antonia 
Picardi read the disclaimer on 
the DNA test she took last 
August that warned “you may 
learn information about your-
self that you do not anticipate” 
but she thought nothing of it.

Twenty-two years old at the 
time, her curiousity about 
genetics testing had been 
piqued by a professor she had 
while working toward a zoolo-
gy degree at Humboldt State 
University.

As far as Antonia knew, she 
was about 50 percent 
Scandanavian on her mother, 
Allene Hansen-Picardi’s side, 
and 50 percent Italian on her 
father’s side. John Picardi died 
when Antonia was five. She 
wanted to know what a DNA 
test might reveal about her.

The 2012 Calistoga High 
School graduate purchased a 
23andMe DNA testing kit and 
followed the directions, send-

By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor 

Calistoga residents as well as those 
throughout the region began keeping a wary 
eye on the horizon – and the news – this past 
week after wildfires to the north claimed 
lives, destroyed homes and spawned mass 
evacuations in several counties.

A massive smoke plume from a rag-
ing fire that began July 23 near Redding 

in Shasta County clouded skies for hun-
dreds of miles, including Calistoga, where 
it sparked fear and triggered memories of 
the deadly October 2017 Tubbs Fire. That 
blaze, the cause of which remains under 
investigation, began the evening of Oct. 8 
three miles north of the city limits. It burned 
nearly 37,000 acres in Napa and Sonoma 
counties, destroyed 5,636 structures and 
killed 22 people. As of Aug. 1,  according 

to Cal Fire, it is ranked as the most destruc-
tive wildfire in the state’s history.

It’s understandable that many Calistoga 
residents – all of whom were forced to 
evacuate the city for five days due to the 
Tubbs fire – might be feeling nervous or 
uneasy, Calistoga firefighter Ryan Smithers 
said Wednesday. However, he noted that 

Don Williams decides to join 
race for seat on City Council

See FIRES on page 3

By Claudia Aceves
Tribune Reporter 

The first day of classes in the 
Calistoga Joint Unified School 
District is Aug. 16, and faculty and 
staff at both campuses are gearing 
up to prepare classrooms and final-
ize coursework for the students’ 
arrival.

Calistoga Junior Senior High 
School’s registration day, where 
students will receive their class 

schedules, is set for Aug. 8. Student 
orientation will follow on Aug. 9. 

CJSHS will welcome new math 
teachers Sara Raike and Rachel 
Wittenberg, and English language 
arts teacher Jessica Musser. 

New teachers at Calistoga 
Elemenatary School are Lindsey 
McFarland, Lauren Kurtz, Marc 
Morita, Bailey Tucker and Paulina 

See DNA page 5

See APARTMENTS on page 11

Smoke from several 
northern California 
wildfires has settled 

over Calistoga, 
causing dramatic 

sun-scapes like this 
one on the evening of 
July 27. Some 13,000 

firefighters state-
wide are battling 16 

major fires that have 
scorched more than 

320,000 acres and 
damaged or destroyed 

more than 1,600 
structures. Nearly 

17,000 homes con-
tinue to be threatened 
and 32,000 residents 

have been evacuated. 

Photo by Clark James mishler

See SCHOOL on page 7

See ELECTION on page 6

DNA test leads Calistoga woman 
to ‘mother’ she never knew existed 

Photo Courtesy of antonia PiCardi

Antonia Picardi, left, poses with Melissa Rost, who turned out 
to be the egg donor Picardi’s parents, Allene and John, chose 23 
years ago in order to have another child. The two women learned 
about each other through 23andMe DNA testing.
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August 9   LC Diamonds  6:30 - 8:30 pm

von Strasser & Lava Vine Winery and Madrigal Family 
Winery will be pouring wine during the concert to pair with 
Boxed Dinners being offered by these restaurants — just call 
ahead, order your favorite dishes and pick up dinner on the 

way to Pioneer Park every Thursday! 

Join your friends at Pioneer Park the next
9 weeks for wine & music!

Concerts in the Park &
THURSDAY BOXED DINNERS

FREE
MUSIC

Buster’s BBQ
942-5605

Calistoga Inn
942-4101

Cal Mart Deli
942-9686

Evangeline
341-3131

Susie’s
942-6710
Come by after!

Presented By
CALISTOGA BEVERAGE COMPANY

LC Diamonds, a vintage rock and rockabilly band brings 
the music you remember and love back to life! If their 
high energy show doesn’t get you on your feet, then 

you’ve got a hole in your rock and roll soul! 

A Community Partnership Ad sponsored in part by 
Calistoga Spa Hot Springs

only 3 weeks away

New eveNt LocatioN
Boys' & Girls' Club
1401 N. Oak Street

4 - 7 pm

Admission: 
$10 members; $25 non-members

our 30th annual
Instant wIne Cellar

auGuST 25

707-942-5911
www.sharpsteen-museum.org

1.800.648.4521 • 707.942.5556  
10–6 Daily

1458 LincoLn Avenue • no. 2 
Calistoga, Ca 94515
www.calistogawinestop.net

SaleS and TaSTing 
Room

Calistoga
Wine stop

And Those Are JusT A FeW 
oF The Wines We CArry! 
Come & see For yourselF

942-5605 • www.busterssouthernbbq.com • 1207 Foothill at lincoln
sunday thru thursday 10a.m. to 7p.m. • Friday/Saturday 10a.m. to 7:30p.m. 

Music by Rob Watson & Friends
featuring

Groovality with Paul Branin

Join us for a free concert of

SUNDAY JAZZ 
& BLUES

on the Garden Patio
Sunday, August 5, 3 -6 pm

DR. JULIE PERRY’S OPTICAL SHOP
Dr. Julie Perry is certified by the American Board of Ophthamology,
and her services include eye exams, refractions, contact lenses, small 

incision cataract surgery, glaucoma checks and
laser treatments. 

Optician Judy Flynn
fills visual, fashion and 

safety eyeglass prescriptions. Call today!

963-8898 or 963-1689

999 Adams St., Suite 200, St. HelenaDr. Julie Perry, MD Judy Flynn, Optician

FOR EXAMS OPTICAL SERVICES

Your One-Stop Full Service Auto Repair Shop

Porter’s Auto rePAir And smog

1020 B Foothill Boulevard, Calistoga, CA 94515

Phone 707.942.0178  •  mobile 707.580.7100
FAx 707.341.3343  •  smog 707.292.1204

hours oF oPerAtion

Monday to Friday 8 am to 5 pm • Closed: Noon to 1 pm

Smog Tests and Repairs • Preventative Maintenance Service
Tire Sales and Repairs • Shocks, Struts and Alignments

Engine Repairs and Maintence • Electrical Repairs and Diagnosis
Brake Repairs and Diagnosis • Battery Testing and Replacement

*Mobile Repairs Available

Porter’s Auto rePAir
Mark Porter, Owner

DNA
Continued from page 1 

ing a sample of her saliva back to the com-
pany to wait for the results.

It was at 2 o’clock in the morning that a 
sleepless Antonia opened the life-changing 
email revealing results that she didn’t under-
stand.

“I was perplexed,” Antonia said, recall-
ing her thoughts at the time. It did say she 
was about 50 percent Italian. But it also said 
she was only one percent Scandinavian with 
a “slew of Northern European genes,” she 
said.

She wondered whether her mother Allene 
had made a mistake when telling her about 
her heritage or whether she was simply 
unaware of her own background. The 
thought that she wasn’t Allene’s biological 
daughter did pop into her head but it seemed 
so unlikely she quickly dismissed it.

“It crossed my mind, but then I thought, 
no, she would have told me,” Antonia said. 

In the middle of the night, Antonia sent a 
screen shot of the email with her DNA 
results to her mother. The next morning 
Allene, who was sick and bedridden at the 
time, responded to her daughter’s text ask-
ing her to come discuss things in person.

Allene then revealed to Antonia that she 
had been conceived using a donated egg fer-
tilized by her father John Picardi’s sperm.

More relieved at the time that Allene was 
not facing a life-threatening condition, she 
said she didn’t really process the news until 
she walked out of her mom’s room.

It hit her very hard, then, she said, and 
she started crying. She immediately called 
her boyfriend to share the news but then 
continued on with her life as if it hadn’t 
been turned upside down.

Weeks later, however, Antonia could not 
stop wondering, “Who am I?”

All she knew about the woman whose 
egg had been used to conceive her was what 
Allene knew – her name was Melissa.

Allene was 41 when she gave birth to her 
eldest child,  son Gianni. She got pregnant 
with her second child at 43 but suffered a 
miscarriage. A few years later, her husband 
John learned he had prostate cancer. Aware 
that the surgery associated with removing 
the cancer could cause infertility issues, the 
couple chose to save several vials of John’s 
sperm.

“We felt we really wanted another child 
because the idea was never to have Gianni 
be an only child,” Allene told the Tribune 
this week.

Attempts to fertilize Allene’s eggs with 
John’s previously frozen sperm, however, 
were unsuccessful.

Allene’s doctor suggested they consider 
an egg donor, which they eventually decid-
ed to use.

“It was more important for us to have a 
child than to have a child with my genetic 
material,” said Allene.

The couple looked through books with 
pictures of each egg donor, Allene recalled. 
When she couldn’t find a donor with a 
Scandanavian heritage like her, she spied a 
woman with blond hair and blue eyes who 
looked like a cousin of hers in Minnesota.

“John and I decided not to say anything 
to anyone because Gianni was not [from a 
donated egg],” Allene said. “It didn’t seem 
necessary unless a medical reason came 
up.”

Allene said she was aware that Antonia 
had ordered the DNA kit and intended to 
tell her the truth, but never found the right 
opportunity before the results came back. 

After a few months had passed, Antonia 

decided to make some inquiries about who 
her egg donor was at the Marin-based clinic 
that Allene had used.  

“I was mostly really apprehensive to find 
out that she’s a bad person – or that she 
voted for Trump,” Antonia said, giggling. 

However, she learned that it would be a 
difficult process to get the information from 
the clinic.

“It was going to be a lot of work and I 
wasn’t ready,” Antonia said, so she let it go.

Fast forward a few more months and, 
without even trying, Antonia got the answer 
she was looking for in her inbox.

“We predict Melissa Rost is your moth-
er,” Antonia read in an email from 
23andMe, which automatically informs peo-
ple of DNA matches in the system. 

She immediately sent Melissa a message 
through the 23andMe website, astounded at 
the odds that Melissa had taken the same 
DNA test. 

On the other end, Melissa was already 
aware of Antonia’s existence. 

“I about had a heart attack,” Melissa 
recalled of seeing Antonia’s name atop the 
list of her relatives on 23andMe. “I couldn’t 
form words, I was hyperventilating.”

Melissa decided to donate her eggs at the 
age of 21, after having her first child at 17. 
She had been watching a show about egg 
donation, she said, that “struck a cord” with 
her.

“Here I was, this young girl who had a 
baby by accident, and here are these people 
who want to have a baby but can’t,” Melissa 
said she thought to herself.

With full support from her family, she 
signed up to become an egg donor.

“It’s kind of crazy. It was never on my 
radar to actually find them,” Melissa said. “I 
just remember lying there during the egg 
retreival and thinking ‘as long as this child 

grows up happy, healthy and loved, I know 
I’ve done my job.’”

As much as she immediately wanted to 
contact Antonia after finding out about her, 
her family convinced her to leave it up to 
Antonia to reach out if she wanted. 

“At this point I didn’t know if Antonia 
knew,” said Melissa. “I was so worried 
about blowing up this girl’s world.”

Her fears were put to rest when she 
received Antonia’s message asking if she’d 
like to get to know her.

They began emailing each other first and 
then as their confidence with each other 
grew, they moved to texting. Then they 
decided to meet.

Just last month, Antonia traveled to 
Southern California where she met her bio-
logical mother at a restaurant. 

“It was like meeting a stranger you 
already knew,” Melissa said about the expe-
rience, and laughing that she and Antonia 
tried hard not to cry “ugly tears.” 

The two learned they had similar quali-
ties, tastes and personality traits, including 
their love of puzzles, even finding out they 
play the same word games.

“The fact that everything turned out okay 
is the silver lining,” Melissa said. 

Allene is happy with the way things ulti-
mately unraveled, and is glad that Antonia 
has discovered more about who she is. 

“It’s all interesting to me and, of course, 
we wouldn’t have Antonia if it weren’t for 
Melissa,” she said. 

Antonia has since been in touch with 
Melissa’s four children, all of whom have 
known about Melissa’s decision to donate 
her eggs.

“I think it’s one of the coolest things to 
ever happen,” Antonia said. “I wish I could 
have known them sooner. It’s just fun and 
now I have all these new friends.” 
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