
00
1

CLASSIFIED C1
COMICS INSIDE
FOOD B5

PUZZLES B4
OBITUARIES A3
OPINION A6   See gallery of the top Central Coast photos of 2018 at lompocrecord.com 

ONLINE TODAY

$3.00 • S • A Lee Enterprises Newspaper • Copyright 2018 Follow us online:  facebook.com/lompocrecord  twitter.com@lompocrecord

 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2018   |    lompocrecord.com    |    An edition of the Santa Maria Times 

‘Resolution Run’ 
planned for 
New Year’s Day 

Lompoc community members 
are invited to ring in a healthy 
new year by participating in the 
city’s annual Resolution Run, 
scheduled to begin at 9 a.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 1, at the River Bend 
Park fi tness trail, located at the 
north end of A Street.

The event, put on by the Lom-
poc Recreation Division, is open 
to people of all ages and fi tness 
levels. Participants will be able 
to walk or run the course. Reg-
istration is $20 and will open at 
8 a.m. on race day. T-shirts will 
also be sold at the event.

Lompoc YMCA to 
host open house 

The Lompoc Family YMCA, 
201 W. College Ave., will host 
an open house from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 5.

Members who sign up during 
the event will receive their fi rst 
month of membership for $20.19. 
The open house will include 
fl oor trainers who will conduct 
same-day Y-fi t appointments, 
program tables with information 
on YMCA programs, an outdoor 
obstacle course for children and 
snacks.

For more information, call 
805-736-3483.

LUSD enrollment 
applications 
available 

Lompoc Unifi ed School Dis-
trict is o� ering opportunities for 
students to apply for enrollment 
at another school within the dis-
trict, pending available space.

Applications for the 2019-
2020 school year are available at 
the District O�  ce at 1301 North 
A St., at school sites and online 
at www.lusd.org. Applications 
must be received by Jan. 15 to be 
included in the lottery. Trans-
portation will not be provided 
for approved applications.

For more information, contact 
LUSD’s Central Attendance of-
fi ce at 805-742-3244.

Flower Festival 
Queen applications 
available 

Applications for the 2019 
Flower Festival Queen are avail-
able at the Lompoc Valley Festi-
val Association o�  ce at 414 W. 
Ocean Ave. and online at www.
lompocvalleyfestivals.com. 
Completed applications must 
be turned in at the o�  ce no later 
than 4 p.m. Jan. 18.

Candidates must be at least 
17 years old and won’t reach 21 

WILLIS JACOBSON
wjacobson@leecentralcoastnews.com 

 Despite chilly early December 
temperatures and a steady rain-
fall, 42-year-old Chasta Roman 
was in an upbeat mood as she 
clutched a small paper bag and 
walked with a friend along an 
eastern Lompoc sidewalk.

Roman, an admitted intrave-
nous drug user, had braved those 
elements on this particular night 
for the particular purpose of ac-
quiring the contents of the bag 
gripped by her left hand: about 
a dozen new, clean syringes that 
she acknowledged she would 
soon begin using to inject herself 
with narcotics.

“It’s very much helpful,” Ro-
man said of having the sterile 
syringes. “Being able to get clean 
needles helps me not get ab-
scesses. Those are not awesome. 
It’s a lot better having these clean 
needles.”

The source of the syringes was 
a van and curbside table that had 
been set up by the Santa Barba-
ra-based Pacifi c Pride Founda-
tion about 30 feet south of where 
Roman had stopped to talk. 

She was able to get the devices 
through the organization’s Sy-
ringe Exchange Program, which 
is one of several services o� ered 
by the foundation in what it says 
is an e� ort to save lives and im-
prove health outcomes for a par-
ticularly vulnerable population 
in Santa Barbara County.

Several Lompoc residents 
who don’t utilize the services, 
however, have raised issues with 
aspects of the Syringe Exchange 
Program, with some accusing it 
of promoting drug use and/or 
endangering the local commu-
nity. At a recent public forum, 
at least a few Lompoc residents 
called for more oversight by the 
city on how and where Pacifi c 
Pride Foundation can operate 
within Lompoc’s borders.

Colette Schabram, the exec-
utive director of Pacifi c Pride 
Foundation, said recently that 
she hadn’t personally heard 
those complaints or accusations, 
but she stressed that her orga-
nization is aiming to help solve 
what is a nationwide problem.

“I think it’s important for 
people to know that there is a 

national opioid epidemic going 
on and that means that we have 
to do all we can as a community 
to help solve the problem,” she 
said. “The Syringe Exchange 
(Program) and our overdose pre-
vention programs are part of the 
solution and not the problem.”

Serving a purpose
The Pacifi c Pride Founda-

tion, according to its website at 
pacifi cpridefoundation.org, be-
gan in 1976 as the Western Ad-
diction Services Program, a drug 
and alcohol abuse counseling 
and referral center for gay men 
and lesbians.

The name was changed to Pa-
cifi c Pride Foundation in 1994 
and the organization expanded 
over time to encompass a wide 
range of services for people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS and those 
within the LGBTQ+ community 
in Santa Barbara County and 
throughout the Central Coast.

Through the Syringe Exchange 
Program, which has been in op-
eration for at least the past de-
cade, the foundation states that 
it o� ers sterile syringes on a one-
to-one exchange to people who 
turn in used syringes. In addition 
to syringes, clients can also re-
ceive health counseling, free and 

anonymous testing for HIV and 
Hepatitis C, and receive Nalox-
one, a medication designed to 
rapidly reverse opioid overdose.

The program is o� ered one day 
per week in Santa Barbara, Lom-
poc and Santa Maria.

To make it as convenient as 
possible for clients, services are 
o� ered out of the foundation’s 
Health Utility Vehicle in Lompoc 
and Santa Barbara.

In Lompoc, the vehicle parks 
near the corner of Oak Avenue 
and G Street from 4 to 6 p.m. on 
Tuesdays. It parks near a Santa 
Barbara intersection on Wednes-
day evenings and the services 
are o� ered out of a Pacifi c Pride 
Foundation o�  ce at 123 S. Col-
lege Drive in Santa Maria on 
Thursday evenings.

“This is all about harm reduc-
tion for us — meeting the clients 
where they are and then encour-
aging them and giving them tools 
and resources to make healthier 
decisions,” Schabram said.

During the 2017-18 fi scal year, 
according to Schabram, the 
foundation o� ered services to 
323 unique clients countywide.

Schabram said the foundation 
has had many clients go through 

Countywide Syringe Exchange 
Program raises concerns
Pacific Pride Foundation o�ers service in 
Lompoc, Santa Maria, Santa Barbara 

LEN WOOD, STAFF 

Nick Farley, left, and Ogui Gonzalez-Villa, of the Pacifi c Pride Foundation, wait for participants in the Syringe Exchange Program, near the corner 
of Oak Avenue and G Street in Lompoc, earlier this month.
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 The launch of a Delta IV Heavy 
rocket that had originally been 
planned for early December 
from Vandenberg Air Force Base 
has now been pushed into early 
2019, at the soonest.

United Launch Alliance, 
which is providing the rocket, 
announced Friday morning that 
the lifto�  will not occur before 
Jan. 6. That revelation follows 
a series of postponements and 
delays for the mission, dubbed 

NROL-71, which will carry a 
secret payload into orbit for the 
National Reconnaissance O�  ce.

Following the fi fth postpone-
ment on Dec. 20, ULA had an-
nounced that the launch would 
not occur before Dec. 30, a time-
line that was extended Friday.

The launch had initially been 
planned for Dec. 7 but was post-
poned that day “due to an issue 
with a redundant communica-
tion link between the control 
center and the launch site,” ac-
cording to ULA.

It was rescheduled for Dec. 8 
but was postponed again that 
day with just 7 seconds remain-
ing in the prelaunch countdown 
“due to a problem detected by 
the Terminal Countdown Se-

quencer Rack,” ULA reported.
It was rescheduled again for 

the evening of Dec. 18, but was 
called o�  early that afternoon 
due to high ground winds.

On Dec. 19, it was called o�  
again due to “indications of el-
evated hydrogen concentrations 
within the port booster engine 
section,” ULA reported.

Following that Dec. 19 delay, 
ULA reported that it would at-
tempt the launch again on the 
evening of Dec. 20, but those 
plans were nixed early that 
morning several hours ahead of 
the planned launch window.

If the launch does go o�  on Jan. 
6, it will mark the fi rst of 2019 

Delta IV Heavy launch postponed again
VAFB lifto� pushed 
back to no sooner 
than Jan. 6

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO BY JEFF SPOTTS, UNITED LAUNCH ALLIANCE 

A United Launch Alliance Delta IV Heavy rocket, carrying a secret payload for 
the National Reconnaissance O�  ce, sits on its pad Dec. 19 at Vandenberg Air 
Force Base’s Space Launch Complex-6. The launch, which has been delayed 
several times, will happen no sooner than Sunday, Jan. 6, according to ULA.

Di�erence makers
These 11 stood out for 
contributions to their communities.   PAGE A2

New league, another Taua
Counting down the top 
Lompoc stories in 2018.    SPORTS,PAGE B1 

BATTLING OPIOID EPIDEMIC

Please see OPIOID, Page A2 Please see ABOUT TOWN, Page A4

Please see LAUNCH, Page A4



A2 | Sunday, december 30, 2018 Lompoc RecoRd

00
1

Send mail to: P.O. box 400, Santa maria, ca 93456

President & Publisher: cynthia Schur 925-2691, publisher@leecentralcoastnews.com
Managing Editor: marga cooley 739-2143, mcooley@leecentralcoastnews.com 
Assistant Managing Editor: Len Wood 739-2215, lwood@leecentralcoastnews.com
News Editor: emily Slater  739-2217 eslater@leecentralcoastnews.com
Sports Editor:  Joe bailey 739-2239, jbailey@leecentralcoastnews.com
Staff Writer: Willis Jacobson 249-8565, wjacobson@leecentralcoastnews.com

billing 925-2691
death notices 739-2142
Legal ads 739-2157
classified ads 888-422-8822
customer Service 1-877-286-1686 
 or 739-2207
POSTAL
Published Wednesday and Sunday mornings 
at the Santa maria Times building, 3200 Sky-
way drive, Santa maria, california. entered 
as “Periodicals” in the post office at Lompoc, 
california, 93438, under act of congress. 
POSTmaSTer: Send address changes to the 
Santa maria Times, P.O. box 400, Santa ma-
ria, ca 93456.
HOME DELIVERY
If you do not receive your paper by 8 a.m., 
notify our circulation department at 1-877-
286-1686 by 10 a.m. for same-day service. 
deadline for a temporary stop or restart is 
noon Thursdays.
COPYRIGHT
unauthorized publication, copying or 
distribution of news articles, photographs 

or advertisements from this newspaper is 
against the law. Violators will be prosecuted. 
The publishers of this newspaper reserve the 
right to accept or reject an advertisement or 
article at any time.
DISCLAIMER 
I understand that delivery and billing will 
continue beyond the initial order period 
unless I contact the newspaper at 1-877-286-
1686 or 805-739-2207. rates may change 
after introductory offer period. a nonrefund-
able account set up fee will be charged to all 
qualifying new starts of $6.99. Subscription 
rates are subject to change. Premium pub-
lications, including the Thanksgiving day 
newspaper, and newspapers containing 
premium sections will be included at a rate 
of up to $5 each. In addition to Thanksgiving 
day, there will be up to 20 (twenty) additional 
premium sections published throughout the 
calendar year that will be subject to a rate of 
up to $5 each. These charges will be reflected 
in your account and may accelerate the expi-
ration date of your subscription.

CHP kicks off New Year’s maximum enforcement period for motorists
 The California Highway 

Patrol kicked off its maxi-
mum enforcement period 
Friday night in an effort to 
catch impaired or distracted 
drivers leading up to the 
New Year’s holiday. 

The maximum enforce-
ment period began at 
6:01 p.m. Friday and will 
run through 11:59 p.m. 
Tuesday.

During the enforcement 
period, all available per-
sonnel will be on duty and 

will be on the lookout for 
impaired driving, as well as 
distracted driving, speed-
ing, seat belt violations and 
motorists in need of help. 

“Impairment of any 
kind while driving is ille-
gal,” said California High-
way Patrol Commissioner 
Warren Stanley. “Alcohol,  
cannabis, or legal or illegal 
drugs can all affect your 
driving. Impaired driving is 
a serious crime that can lead 
to an arrest, serious injury 

or death.”
During the 2017 New 

Year’s maximum enforce-
ment period, 40 people died 
in traffic collisions on Cali-
fornia roadways, according 
to the CHP. More than two-
thirds of the vehicle occu-
pants killed within CHP ju-
risdiction were not wearing 
a seat belt. 

In addition, CHP made 
936 arrests for driving un-
der the influence during the 
2017 New Year’s maximum 

enforcement period, which 
was one day shorter than 
the upcoming holiday en-
forcement effort. 

The CHP reminds the 
public that planning for a 
safe ride to and from fes-
tivities is easy and smart, 
as numerous alterna-
tives to driving impaired 
are available, including 
ride-hailing services, pub-
lic transit, or calling a cab 
or a sober friend or family  
member. 

LOTTERY
 To see Saturday’s Lottery numbers, including those for Mega 

Millions, Powerball and Superlotto, go to lompocrecord.com.

recovery and return to share 
their success stories. Oth-
ers, she said, have shared 
other issues they face, such 
as domestic violence, and 
Pacific Pride Foundation 
has helped direct those 
people to other appropriate 
agencies for assistance.

“It’s a touch-point for a 
marginalized community, 
for sure, and it also helps 
them with a variety of is-
sues,” Schabram said.

Courting controversy
During an Oct. 17 meet-

ing of the Lompoc Public 
Safety Commission, sev-
eral residents raised con-
cerns about Pacific Pride 
Foundation and its syringe 
program.

One man said he picked 
up his son from a bus stop 
near where the program 
operates in Lompoc and 
was shocked to see that 
the Health Utility Vehicle 

was parked there as chil-
dren were getting off the 
bus. Having it there at that 
time, he said, was endan-
gering those children by 
potentially exposing them 
to dangerous needles and 
the clientele that the ser-
vice attracts.

Others at the meet-
ing said they felt like the 
program was leading to 
more used needles being 
dumped in various loca-
tions throughout Lompoc 
— “There’s a lot of them; 
there’s more than there 
should be,” Police Chief 
Pat Walsh said at the meet-
ing, referring to discarded 
needles around town — and 
accused Pacific Pride Foun-
dation of not adhering to its 
own policy of offering the 
syringes on a one-to-one 
exchange.

It was suggested by some 
at the meeting that the city 
should force the vehicle to 
operate in a safer location, 
such as near the plaza that 
contains City Hall and the 
Lompoc Police Department 
headquarters.

Opioid
From A1

Both Walsh and City 
Manager Jim Throop ac-
knowledged at that meet-
ing that there was little 
they could do as far as 
forcing the organization, 
which has approval from 
the Santa Barbara County 
Board of Supervisors to 
operate, to move to a spe-
cific location. Walsh noted 
that there was very little 
likelihood of it moving to 
the area near City Hall, in 
particular, because of its 
proximity to the police and 
county probation offices, 
which would likely scare 
off would-be clients.

Schabram, after being 
told of the concerns raised 
at that Oct. 17 meeting, 
said the bus stop issue 
was a one-time occur-
rence that only happened 
because the Health Utility 
Vehicle was serviced that 
same day and was taken to 
the Lompoc location at an 
earlier-than-usual time. 
She noted that it typically 
arrives well after any bus 
drop-offs.

As for the choice of lo-
cation to operate, she said 
that a lot of research went 
into settling on that partic-
ular area.

“We choose the location 
based on where there’s 
heightened activity of cli-
ents who might need the 
service,” she said. “The 
way we identify that is by 
having community con-
versations with medical 
providers, other commu-
nity nonprofits, health or-
ganizations, and even some 
of our clients from other 
parts of our communities 
to identify certain spots.”

In regards to the sugges-
tion that the program is 
causing a rise in discarded 
syringes, at least one per-
son involved in the program 
said that the opposite effect 
is more likely true.

“It’s not like we’re just 
giving out needles to every-
one,” Ogui Gonzalez-Villa, 
a community education 
associate with Pacific Pride 
Foundation, said while 
helping coordinate the pro-
gram in Lompoc.

“It’s a one-for-one ex-

change and, if anything, we 
actually encourage people 
to pick up needles, because 
sometimes when someone 
comes and they don’t have 
any needles to give, we en-
courage them to pick up 
needles they find and give 
them to us so we can dis-
pose of them and give them 
clean needles.”

Working together
The issues that were 

raised in Lompoc don’t 
seem to have been brought 
forward in other communi-
ties served by Pacific Pride 
Foundation.

Schabram said she hadn’t 
fielded any concerns out-
side of the isolated incident 
involving the bus stop in 
Lompoc, and Santa Maria 
City Manager Jason Stilwell 
said this past week that 
his office hadn’t received 
any comments, questions 
or concerns related to the 
Syringe Exchange Program, 
or any other service offered 
by the foundation, in Santa 
Maria.

Those associated with 
Pacific Pride Foundation 
said they hope that critics 
will be able to see the bene-
fits of the services. The dis-
tribution of Naloxone, they 
say, is one example that has 
directly saved lives.

Nick Farley, a volun-

teer with Pacific Pride 
Foundation, has been in-
terviewing clients as part 
of his research toward a 
sociology degree at UC 
Santa Barbara. Although 
he hadn’t yet compiled his 
data in early December, he 
said that he had noticed a 
common theme in many of 
those interviews.

“Pretty much anyone you 
talk to has a friend or fam-
ily member who’s died, and 
pretty much everyone you 
talk to has recently been 
present at an overdose and 
either called 911 or resus-
citated [the victim] using 
Narcan (a brand of Nalox-
one) or some other means,” 
Farley said.

“Sure, there’s a place 
that needles come from, 
but also there’s larger sys-
temic problems that in-
volve the heroin epidemic 
in Lompoc,” he added. “You 
can pick at all the symp-
toms — it’s just way more 
complicated than any sin-
gle factor.”

Throop, the Lompoc 
city manager, said that he 
planned to invite Pacific 
Pride Foundation repre-
sentatives to give a presen-
tation to the Lompoc City 
Council to help educate the 
public about its services.

Schabram said she was 
amenable to any such 

outreach and encouraged 
people with concerns to 
contact the organization 
directly.

“Sometimes, if people 
don’t know the full scope 
of the program, they might 
make assumptions, so I’d 
really encourage people to 
understand the full scope 
of what we’re doing; not 
just pinpoint something 
and jump to conclusions, 
because there’s a lot of 
services and wraparound 
solutions that we’re trying 
to address here,” she said.

Meanwhile, Roman, a 
regular client of the ex-
change program, said she 
is thankful for the service.

“If they weren’t here,” 
she said of Pacific Pride 
Foundation, “everybody 
would be sharing needles. 
Some people don’t care, so 
they’d be sharing.”

She acknowledged, how-
ever, that she can see why 
some people don’t want the 
program around.

“I understand some peo-
ple don’t like it being here 
because of the fact that 
we’re drug users,” she said, 
“but at least we’re being 
clean about it, you know 
what I mean?”

Willis Jacobson covers the 
city of Lompoc for Lee 
central coast newspapers. 
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during evening rain showers earlier this month, Pacific Pride Foundation staff members 
distribute needles and supplies through the Syringe exchange Program, near the corner of 
Oak avenue and G Street in Lompoc.
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 What makes a community more 
than just a collection of homes 
and businesses are the people 
who live there and care about their 
neighbors.

Those who turn that care into 
action to improve the community, 
without any thought of recogni-
tion, are special people who de-
serve our thanks.

Here we list 11 people who made 
a difference in their communities 
in 2018 and, in all cases, long be-
fore that.

It is far from a definitive list. 
There are hundreds upon hun-
dreds of people who are worthy 
of recognition, and indeed, those 
named here are among many who 
were nominated by our staff.

Jim Glines 
Well-known in financial cir-

cles, Jim Glines is the semi-retired 
chief executive officer of Commu-
nity Bank of Santa Maria.

 � Glines is also considered one 
of Hancock College’s most ardent 
supporters and has led the Bulldog 
Boosters’ effort to raise hundreds 
of thousands of dollars for Han-
cock College athletics through 
the Joe White Memorial Dinner 
and Auction.

 � Since 2001, the annual event 
has raised more than $700,000 for 
capital improvements to benefit 
Hancock athletics, including the 

renovation and renaming of Joe 
White Gymnasium, renovation 
of the baseball facility and John 
Osborne Field as well as the soft-
ball field.

 � Funds have also been used to 
purchase new bleachers, score-
boards, floors, a sound system 
and scorer’s tables on the Han-
cock campus.

 � In 2017, the funds covered the 
approximately $130,000 cost of a 
new state-of-the-art scoreboard 

for the football field.

Agnes Johnson 
Agnes Johnson is a Santa Maria 

Valley dairy farmer turned straw-
berry grower.

 � Johnson and late husband 
Everett, son Alan and daughter 
Pam raised hundreds of thousands 
of dollars for Hancock College 
through the Blaine Johnson Me-
morial Golf Tournament, which 
was started to honor the couple’s 

youngest child killed in an on-
track crash during an NHRA drag 
race in Indianapolis.

 � Tournament proceeds ini-
tially went to Hancock’s Auto-
motive Tech program, which was 
almost defunct when the tourna-
ment was launched.

 � Funds from the tourney not 
only resurrected Hancock’s Au-
tomotive Tech offerings, but also 
turned them into a state-of-the-
art program with top-notch facil-
ities and a waiting list of students 
eager to enroll.

 � Mission accomplished, the 
tournament funds were subse-
quently directed to student schol-
arships.

 � While the tournament is no 
longer held, an endowment still 
provides scholarships for stu-
dents.

Orie and Gladys Johnson 
In 1970, Orie and Gladys John-

son moved to Santa Maria to build 
Johnson Temple Church of God 
in Christ, now Victory Harvest 
Church.

 � After seeing that some of 
their neighbors did not have 
enough food for their families, the 
Johnsons began buying groceries 
for those in need and fed hundreds 
of families before the Foodbank of 
Santa Barbara County became es-
tablished in Santa Maria.

 � After the Foodbank began 
feeding the needy, the couple 

founded Harvest Community 
Center in 2017 to provide edu-
cational programming and fami-
ly-centered events as well as food 
for those in need.

 � The Johnsons have been 
members of BRAG, or Blacks 
Recognizing a Goal, as well as the 
NAACP, the Ministerial Alliance 
and the All American City Dele-
gation; in 2005, Santa Maria de-
clared a Rev. Orie Johnson Day and 
named a street after him.

 � The couple’s ultimate dream 
is to create a homeless shelter.

Alice Patino 
Alice Patino was not only the 

first woman to be elected mayor 
of Santa Maria, but she was also 
re-elected to a second four-year 
term. In addition to improving 
public safety and addressing 
homelessness, her focus has been 
on economic development:

 � Patino was among the lead-
ing proponents for the new Enos 
Ranch commercial and residential 
development on 113 acres of for-
mer agricultural land. The project 
brought 600 to 700 new jobs and 
boosted property and sales tax 
revenues for the city with major 
anchor stores, smaller shops and 
restaurants, with a number of car 
dealerships, a new school and a 
318-unit apartment complex yet 
to come.

Making a difference Eleven whose contributions to 
our region stood out in 2018
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eleven who made a difference include (top row left to right) Pat Sullivan, 
Jordanna rea, Tom Thompson, claudia Terrones, (middle row left to right) 
agnes Johnson, Gladys and Orie Johnson, Jim Glines, (bottom row left to 
right) Kevin Walthers, alice Patino and Tina Tonascia.
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