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If Democrats are trying to re-
assure anyone that they won’t
impeach President Trump, they

aren’t doing a very
good job of it.
Just days after

her party won con-
trol of the House,
Rep. Nancy Pe-
losi made clear
that Democrats
might impeach
the president even

if Trump-Russia special coun-
sel Robert Mueller does not find
evidence to warrant charges
against him.
“Recognize one point,” Pe-

losi told the Atlantic. “What
(Trump-Russia special counsel
Robert) Mueller might not think
is indictable could be impeach-
able.”
“We’re waiting to see what

the special counsel finds,” Rep.
Jerrold Nadler, who will run
the House Judiciary Commit-
tee, told CNN. “And we will then

have to make judgments. I cer-
tainly hope that we will not find
the necessity for an impeach-
ment. But you can’t rule that
out.”
Before Pelosi and her fellow

Democrats turn down the road
to impeachment, they might do
well to listen to the last speaker
of the House who tried to re-
move a president. Newt Gin-
grich famously led the Republi-
can impeachment of Bill Clinton
in 1998 and 1999. Today, he has
regrets.
In a recent interview at the

Washington Examiner’s Sea Is-
land Political Summit, I asked
Gingrich about Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch McConnell’s re-
cent statement that the Republi-
can campaign against Bill Clin-
ton backfired on the GOP. “The
business of presidential harass-
ment, which we were deeply en-
gaged in in the late 1990s, im-
proved the president’s approval
rating, and tanked ours,” McCo-

nnell said.
“I think McConnell is largely

right,” Gingrich told me. “I
think we mishandled the (Clin-
ton) investigation … and I think
that we should have been calmer
and slower and allowed the
country to talk to itself before
we reached judgment.”
Gingrich pointed to another

House leader, Democrat Tip
O’Neill, who handled House ac-
tion against Richard Nixon dur-
ing Watergate. “O’Neill was bet-
ter than I was at managing that
process,” Gingrich said.
Gingrich’s words — and Mc-

Connell’s, too — are extraordi-
nary admissions of mistakes.
Together, they serve as a warn-
ing to Democrats to be cautious
when it comes to impeaching
Trump.
On the other hand, some

might see Gingrich and McCo-
nnell as simply trying to scare
Democrats away from pursu-
ing a Republican president. In

any event, though, they point
out that impeachment can put
a party in a very dangerous po-
sition.
Of course the Trump and

Clinton cases are different. Yes,
Trump’s job approval is nearly
the same as Clinton’s was at this
point in his presidency, accord-
ing to Gallup. But Trump has
been the target of relentlessly
negative media commentary,
while during the Clinton scan-
dals much less of the commen-
tary targeted the president, and
a good portion instead targeted
Republican investigators.
Today, there is one group that

really wants impeachment, and
that is Democratic voters. Ac-
cording to an NBC News exit
poll, 78 percent of Democrats
who voted in the midterms say
Congress should impeach the
president, versus just 17 percent
of Democrats who oppose the
move.
Outside of Democrats, 57 per-

cent of independents are against
impeachment, versus 34 percent
who support it. And 94 percent
of Republicans oppose it, versus
5 percent who support it.
House Democrats will inves-

tigate Trump on a whole range
of topics. But any impeachment
would likely be based on the
Russia affair.
What is extraordinary, given

some Democrats’ appetite for
impeachment, is how little a
role the Russia investigation
played in the midterms that
brought Democrats to power in
the House. Democratic candi-
dates did not campaign on an
elect-me-and-I’ll-impeach-the-
president platform. Indeed, in
many races the issue never came
up at all. Democratic strategists
warned candidates against us-
ing the I-word, suggesting they
instead pledge to serve as a
“check and balance” on the pres-
ident and hold him “account-
able.”

Trump-Russia

As Dems weigh impeachment, GOP leaders regret pursuing Clinton

Cartoonist’s take

Trump is not a role
model for other men
Ruth Ruhl-LaMusga recently

wrote a sentence with which I
take some issue: “Like God’s Old
Testament heroes, Moses, Sam-
son, and King David, President
Donald Trump is imperfect; but
he knows he’s a man, more than
just a suit.”
Trump is what men recog-

nize as “an empty suit.” Watch-
ing him insult and bully women,
particularly women of color, does
not bring to mind the words
“hero.” As a veteran who served
his country and did not avoid the
draft I view Trump as a coward.
Watching him attack others with
withering insults and then com-
plain that he was not respected
is clear proof of cowardice.
I understand that Ruhl-La-

Musga was trying to make a
point about the traditional roles
of gender but to use Trump as a
role model is an insult to men
everywhere who try to do right,
who are polite, who are respect-
ful but who demand that oth-
ers observe fundamentals of
civilized behavior. Trump has
reduced the status of men every-
where and his behavior accounts
for why there are so many more
women in politics. And for those
men who seek to follow his be-
havior I trust you will get what’s
coming to you.

— Larry L. Baumbach, Chico

Paradise can reinvent
itself as green city
The Camp Fire firestorm just

made our climate crises per-
sonal: Paradise Lost, 56 dead so
far. Paradise City Council mem-
bers are talking about lowering
building standards to rebuild
faster.

Buildings in Sonoma where
Santa Rosa suffered a similar
fate two years ago, is just now
beginning to rebuild. Accord-
ing to licensed contractors, it
will take about two years be-
fore any building starts. So-
noma 350 are about to get their
City Council to commit to re-
build green and all electric, no
gas, via solar — just as I be-
lieve Paradise should do. Cli-
mate change induced droughts
are creating a perfect storm
for more devastating wildfires
to come. As Gov. Jerry Brown
said last Sunday, this is the new
abnormal, and these fires are
caused by climate change.
Starting 2020, California

building codes require all new
residences and small apart-
ment buildings to have solar in-
stalled. Why should residents
be required this and not gov-
ernment buildings? Currently
our new laws SB 100 and SB
2045 put 2045 as the deadline
to go 100 percent clean energy
and carbon neutral, but the
UN’s latest report gives us just
12 years. Climate crises can-
not be mitigated without dras-
tic and vast changes. Over 100
cities around the world are al-
ready doing this — including a
town in Kansas, Greensburg,
that rebuilt totally green en-
ergy after a supercharged tor-
nado destroyed it a few years
ago.
Why not Paradise? Why not

transform this tragedy into an
opportunity for Paradise?

— Mary Kay Benson, Chico

Sheriff Honea the leader
we need right now
Examples of greatness in

these anxious and terrify-
ing times in Butte County are

many. As darkness persists,
heroines and heroes continue
to emerge from varied back-
grounds. Perhaps the most
consistently remarkable of
those is sheriff and coroner of
Butte County, Kory Honea.
In his leadership example,

there exists a very public pres-
ence I was once assured was
possible, but had begun to
doubt would emerge in my life-
time.
“Personal greatness,” said

my long-ago mentor, Peter
Koestenbaum, “is not a birth-
right, and not merely a prod-
uct of formal education or
wealth. Usually a product of
disaster, it’s challenged into
being. Personal greatness re-
veals itself when you face
what’s happening squarely and
with courage and respond in a
way that brings out the best in
yourself and others.”
Every time Sheriff Honea

comes on screen as the reso-
lute and reassuring leader he
is, I imagine the tension he is
facing and marvel at his com-
posure. Surely, he too has
lost something precious dur-
ing this horrendous episode in
Butte County life. No doubt, he
is as anxious as we are.
But here is what Peter notes

as benefits incurred by a great
leader’s anxiety: “It’s choosing
life in the face of death; it’s the
experience of thought becom-
ing action, reflection becoming
behavior, and theory becoming
practice.”
This brand of leadership,

rare as it is, is a spiritual prac-
tice. Thank you, Kory Honea,
for your unforgettable example
to us, and for showing us what
is possible in our own darkest
times.

— Linda Clark-Borre, Chico

Your opinions

Reporters from throughout the country and
even a few from overseas have taken an
interest in Paradise. It’s a welcome devel-
opment. The more statewide and national
attention we get, the less likely we will be
forgotten when it’s time to rebuild.
We need a lot of help.
One of the questions most

out-of-town journalists ask
is rudimentary as they try to
get acquainted with a town
that’s not there: What was
Paradise like?
Paradise is a proper noun

and a description. It’s a place
that has 100-degree days in
the summer and snow days at
school in the winter. It sits on
a ridge between several steep
canyons, a town on the edge.
You can see what some people
call the Little Grand Canyon
from there. On one side of the
ridge is the Sacramento River
drainage. On the other side is
the Feather River drainage.
A crazy collection of flumes
moves water around.
It’s 15 minutes away from

the valley floor but it feels
like 150 miles with pine trees
replacing valley oaks and red
dirt replacing Vina loam. You
don’t want to get that red
dirt on your pants, either. It
doesn’t come off easily.
It’s a retirement commu-

nity, filled with equity refu-
gees. They sell their urban
home and live like royalty in
Paradise, frequently buying
a home that’s twice as big for
half the price — and with a
stunning view.
The town logo celebrates

Paradise’s many pine trees.
The trees provide shade that
offer a slight respite from the
valley heat. When it’s 100 in
Chico, it’s 90 in Paradise. The
elevation and pines make a
difference.
When building homes and

roads, the town would insist
that as many trees be kept
as possible. There used to be
a tree growing right in the
middle of Clark Road. The
town couldn’t bear to take it
out.
It’s quieter in Paradise.

Maybe because it’s closer to
heaven. Head out into the
back yard and look up at the
trees filling the sky and you
can’t hear anything, except
maybe some birds.
Even on the main streets,

life seems slower. Though
slower, the streets are still
terrifying. Paradise streets
are filled with old driv-

ers, doing old driver things.
The town’s layout doesn’t
help drivers, young and old.
There’s always a sense you
never quite know where you
are because all the roads look
the same — little roads that
have little ditches running
next to them, no sidewalks,
houses tucked back into the
trees.
Deer and bears are present

year-round. Big bucks come
out in November, chasing the
does around. Bears become a
nuisance when people leave
their garbage cans out. Both
the deer and bears seem very
comfortable there.
It’s a place that hosts

community events like Gold
Nugget Days, Johnny App-
leseed Days and Living His-
tory Days. All pay homage to
the old mining town’s his-
tory.
Gold Nugget Days com-

memorates the discovery of
the 54-pound Dowtown Nug-
get, which was discovered in
1859 on the slopes of Sawmill
Peak. Johnny Appleseed Days
recalls a time when apple or-
chards lined the ridge.
It’s a town where it seems

there are more thrift shops
and antique stores than res-
taurants. There is no sewer
system. Everything is on sep-
tic, which stunts the town’s
growth. Hard to run a restau-
rant when you’re restricted
on using the dishwasher or
offering bathrooms.
It was a town dead-set in

its ways. How many times
did citizens vote against in-
corporating? Two? Or was it
three? The demographic was
changing, though. Families
were moving in. Residents
even passed a sales tax in-
crease, something that never
would have happened in the
old days. Two days before the
fire, residents then voted to
extend the sales tax an ad-
ditional 10 years to help the
police and fire departments.
That’s irony. So is the fact
that many of the stores that
would collect the sales tax
burned down.
That was Paradise, and for

thousands it is paradise. Or
was. And will be again.

Editorial

So ... what is
Paradise like?
Good question
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