
David Little, Editor
Laura Urseny, Business Editor
Steve Schoonover, Reporter

EDITORIAL BOARD

How to have your say: Letters must be 250words or fewer, signed, typed and should include a first and last name,
home address and telephone number for verification. Letters may be edited for length, taste, libel and clarity. We print
letters that are accepted in the order they are received. No anonymous letters will be printed. Editorials are the opinion
of the editorial board. Columns and letters are the opinion of the writer and not necessarily that of the newspaper.

Email: letters@chicoer.com
Mail to: Letters, P.O. Box 9,
Chico, CA 95927
Fax: 342-3617

Facebook: Leave
comments at
FACEBOOK.COM/
CHICOER

Twitter:
Follow and
send tweets to
@CHICOER

“Nobody would have ever thought this could hap-
pen,” President Donald Trump said while touring
the Camp Fire devastation on Saturday.
That’s not true. The Camp Fire

was inevitable. It is the event that
so many dreaded for so long.
People prepared. Fire pre-

vention officials planned. They
drilled. They worked with home-
owners. They invented fire-safe
councils and Fire on the Ridge
and sent fire prevention officials
to schools via a program called
Fire Pals. They raised money to
keep fire lookouts open when the
state said it wouldn’t.
Eventually, geography and to-

pography proved to be the trap ev-
eryone thought it was.
Paradise and Magalia sit on top

of a pine-studded ridge between
several canyons. There are very
few subdivisions. Instead, homes
are built one at a time and tucked
into trees. Fly over the area in a
helicopter and those trees stand
like matchsticks surrounding
well-hidden homes.
Most cities have grass. Para-

dise’s predominant ground cov-
ering is pine needles — extremely
flammable pine needles.
It wasn’t a well-planned city,

but rather a village that grew into
a city. The grid pattern of Para-
dise’s roads is haphazard. There
are few arterials. Instead, there
are two-lane roads without much
connectivity. When people tried to
evacuate in a flash, those bottle-
necks were pronounced. Several
people died in their cars, trapped
by gridlock.
The large roads leading out of

town aren’t large. Only Skyway is
two lanes in both directions. Two
summers ago, the town decided
to turn Skyway from four lanes
to two in the downtown area to
“calm” traffic and make things
more quaint. That couldn’t have
helped the escape.
Clark, Pentz and Neal are rural

roads, one lane in each direction.
The town, in a lesson from the
2008 Humboldt Fire, learned that
all lanes on Skyway, Clark and
Pentz should be used for downhill
traffic out of town in an evacua-
tion. That’s what was done Nov. 8.
It had to help, and still there was
unprecedented loss of life.
The area around Paradise and

Magalia burns every summer.
Sometimes homes are destroyed.
Usually, aggressive firefighting
saves a disaster — and the town
would again breathe a collective
sigh of relief over escaping the big
one.

People always warned it was
coming. That’s why Congressman
Wally Herger, Supervisor Kim Ya-
maguchi and others fought so
hard early this century for the up-
per ridge escape route through
Butte Meadows. The government
purse strings were only loosened
when enough politicians became
convinced, after years of hammer-
ing by our local representatives
that this was a disaster waiting to
happen. The upper ridge escape
route helped last week. Again, it
wasn’t enough.
There were overt signs. Larry

Mitchell, a retired former Para-
dise Post and Enterprise-Record
reporter, recalls when a new fire
chief was hired in the 1980s with
strong credentials. He was imme-
diately concerned about the fire
danger. He took Mitchell on a tour
of places that he said were espe-
cially dangerous. “He showed me
places along the canyon edges
where there were ravines full of
brush and talked about how the
fire could rush up them, like a
chimney,” Mitchell wrote to us
this week.
The chief lasted a short time.

He didn’t want to be fire chief
of a town that could explode in
flames.
With hounding, some residents

did an excellent job of creating
what firefighters call “defensive
space” around their homes. Oth-
ers weren’t about to touch their
pines. And they didn’t like anyone
else doing it either. When PG&E
went into Paradise earlier this
year to cut trees that were near
power lines, people complained.
Pines were the very reason many
people move to Paradise. They ac-
cepted the danger, despite warn-
ings from so many people.
There are countless stories

in our archives like this head-
line from 2003: “Firestorms not
a matter of if, but when.” It’s not
like our headline writer was pre-
scient. That’s what everybody
says up here, every year.
And it finally happened.
Now what? Paradise needs

to decide how it will rebuild.
The maze of streets doesn’t look
so charming. The city’s forest
doesn’t seem so quaint. The two-
lane Skyway downtown looks
like a trap.
Paradise will come back, but

it can’t be what it once was. It
shouldn’t be.
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This is the fire
we were all
warned about

Chico evacuation center
could help more people
I have been volunteering

at the Neighborhood Church
since early last Thursday.
Early on the shelter was feed-
ing 500-plus every meal. As
people found family the num-
bers reduced to around 250-
300.
Yesterday the Red Cross

ran off all the people who
were sleeping in their cars.
The dinner count dropped
to 150. They are also not let-
ting any new people into the
shelter. Meanwhile, there are
1,000 evacuees living in the
Walmart parking lot.
There are more Red Cross

people from throughout
the United States standing
around with clipboards than
there are evacuees at the shel-
ter. I am just frustrated be-
cause so many people need
help and it just seems like the
Red Cross has lost their com-
passion and has become a
government bureaucracy.

— Eric Moxon, Chico

Those far away have
heavy hearts for us
The below note was from

a friend’s Facebook page. She
lives over a hundred miles
away and reflects her empathy
for our community.
“This afternoon I was in

Clayton, in the Mt. Diablo
foothills. I was observing the
heavy, dusty gray cloud that
was hanging eerily over the
mountain. It hit me that I
wasn’t just seeing particles of
dust from the big leaf maples
and foothill pines that were
being consumed by the Camp
Fire 150 miles north. I real-
ized that every endlessly fall-
ing flake of ash was all that
was left of someone’s life —
an actual piece of what our
neighbors to the north have

lost. A stark reminder that
people so close to us are in de-
spair. By now, the whole coun-
try has seen the inferno that
is the deadliest fire in Califor-
nia’s history.
“When we look at the sky,

we see showers — but not of
much-needed rain, of pow-
dery ash. Tiny remnants of
their world silently falling
on our windshields, which
we nonchalantly wipe away.
The small town nestled in the
foothills has been almost com-
pletely incinerated and what
once was Paradise is now be-
ing carried out into the Pa-
cific by the wind. I took in
the smoke and I could taste
the tears these suffering peo-
ple are shedding. I find myself
wishing I could somehow rec-
reate something — anything
— out of these gray flakes so
I could return to a broken-
hearted neighbor a single lost
piece of their lives, be it ever
so small. But I can’t.”

— Bob Callery, Chico

Careless driver breaks
hearts of a family
So, Mr. Henshaw Ave.

Speeder, you made it from
Guynn to Alamo in a flash.
Caught a glimpse of a cat out
of the corner of your eye, but,
what the hey, it was just a cat.
In your carelessness, you

snuffed out the life of a much-
loved innocent little kitty. His
name was Mishmish, an in-
credibly handsome, orange
and white male with a lux-
urious coat and a fluffy tail.
Sweet and friendly to all, he
was liked by everyone in the
neighborhood.
His family — parents and

four kids — is devastated. He
was their first-ever pet and
had quickly become their dar-
ling. You could have been
careful, but you weren’t. You
continued on your careless

way and left behind more
than just little Mishmish
bleeding in the street; You left
behind a multitude of broken
hearts.

—Michael Herman, Chico

Knee-jerk reactions on
Trump aren’t helping
As usual, the knee-jerk

Donald Trump haters are low-
information empty cannons.
A recent E-R letter by Dave
Schwartz is merely an exam-
ple. Schwartz seems to be as
easily hooked by a Trump
tweet as he and others are a
Maxine Waters or Nancy Pe-
losi outburst and falsehood.
For instance, writers decry-

ing Trump’s tweet about no
dollars for California’s fire di-
sasters. Of course there will
be federal assistance, just as
there is in instances of hur-
ricane and earthquake disas-
ters. Here is a quote from the
Sacramento CBS TV affiliate
just a day after the fire in Par-
adise erupted. “The federal
government has granted Cal-
ifornia emergency funds to
assist agencies battling the
Camp Fire in Butte County. …
The grant, which is provided
through the President’s Disas-
ter Relief Fund, will assist lo-
cal, state and tribal agencies
responding to the fire to apply
for 75 percent reimbursement
of their eligible fire suppres-
sion costs.”
FEMA is already “on the

ground” in Butte County.
And, just as I am writing

this response (early Monday),
it has been broadcast that the
president has issued a “major
disaster declaration” for Cal-
ifornia. Never mind that Gov.
Jerry Brown did not request
this declaration until Sunday.
“Nonsense” such as writ-

ten in Schwartz’s letter is not
helpful at all.

— Tom Neill, Chico
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Gavin Newson will not be-
gin his governorship in January
with a budget deficit, but never-

theless, Gov. Jerry
Brown will leave
him a stack of
knotty managerial
and policy issues
that cannot be ig-
nored.
The two most

obvious are
Brown’s two pet

public works projects, twin tun-
nels to carry water beneath the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta
and a north-south bullet train.
While Brown portrays them

as vital to California’s future,
Newsom has blown hot and cold
on both, reflecting their high
costs and highly controversial
nature. But at some point — and
probably very early in his gover-
norship — he must declare go or
no-go on both.
The tunnels are being pushed

by Southern California water
agencies, hoping that bypass-
ing the ecologically fragile Delta
would allow larger, or at least
more reliable, water deliveries

southward via the California Aq-
ueduct.
But Newsom is from San

Francisco and the tunnels are
very unpopular among Northern
California environmentalists —
an important Democratic Party
constituency — who see them as
a water grab that will doom the
Delta.
An initial segment of track is

being laid for the bullet train in
the San Joaquin Valley but for
the project to begin actually car-
rying passengers it would need
to connect to a major metropol-
itan area.
Current plans call for a con-

nection to San Jose, which then
would allow passengers to flow
southward from San Francisco
via Caltrain service on the San
Francisco Peninsula. But the
connection’s costs are immense
and Brown’s High-Speed Rail
Authority has been unable to
identify a source of financing.
Brown’s departure two

months hence will doubtless
leave two managerial messes
still simmering — a service
meltdown in the Department

of Motor Vehicles compounded
by allegations of corruption
among DMV clerks, and allega-
tions that the California Depart-
ment of Corrections and Reha-
bilitation (CDCR) has been falsi-
fying reports on psychiatric care
of inmates mandated by federal
courts.
Brown resisted efforts in the

Legislature to require the DMV’s
long wait times and voter reg-
istration errors to be probed by
the state auditor’s office. But
pressure for an audit will crank
up again when the Legisla-
ture returns to Sacramento, es-
pecially with new revelations
about clerks taking bribes to
give driver’s licenses to appli-
cants that flunked tests.
The prison scandal is play-

ing out in federal court, cen-

tered on a “lengthy, detailed re-
port” by the department’s chief
psychiatrist, Dr. Michael Gold-
ing, alleging falsified reports on
the treatment of mentally ill in-
mates.
“CDCR has a broken system

of care because information is
not accurately reported upon,
and reliable, commonsensical
action has not been taken,” the
161-page report from Golding,
released by a federal judge, says.
“I have documented that pa-

tients are not getting to appoint-
ments on schedule and in confi-
dential spaces, that appropriate
consultation is not occurring,
and worse, appropriate medical
decision-making by psychiatric
physicians has been overridden.
I have documented that CDCR
has prevented errors from be-

ing fixed, and worse, CDCR has
not allowed anyone to know that
there has been inaccurate re-
porting to the courts and to our
leadership.”
The Golding report under-

mines what Brown has por-
trayed as successful responses
to federal court orders to reduce
prison overcrowding and im-
prove inmate care. A shift of fel-
ons into local jails and proba-
tion is also being criticized by
some law enforcement officials,
who say it increases criminal ac-
tivity.
Where the prison situation

could lead is still very uncertain,
but no matter what happens in
court it will land on Newsom’s
desk. And it’s just one of the left-
overs he will find there.

Dan Walters has been a
journalist for nearly 57 years,
many as a columnist with the
Sacramento Bee. CALmatters
is a nonprofit journalism
venture focused on engaging
Californians in how their state
government works and why it
matters.
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