
The Marin Board of Supervi-
sors played a high-stakes poker 
game with a group of Tam Valley 
residents that wound up costing 
county taxpayers nearly $90,000.

Taxpayers are paying the 
$89,935 legal tab that it cost the 
Friends of West Tam Valley to 
secure county records to which 
they deserved fair access. The 
county had sued the group’s law-
yer, Edward Yates of Larkspur. It 
was a lawsuit that Marin Supe-
rior Court Judge Paul Haaken-
son ruled was an unfair attempt 
to dissuade the group’s efforts to 
obtain the county records.

Judge Haakenson sided with 
Yates’ argument that the county 
lawsuit amounted to a Strategic 
Litigation Against Public Partic-
ipation — or SLAPP — lawsuit. 
SLAPP suits are designed to in-
timidate and silence critics. 

It is unseemly and disappoint-
ing that the county would have 
come even close to this strat-
egy. The Board of Supervisors — 
which includes two lawyers, Su-
pervisors Kate Sears and Damon 
Connolly — is ultimately respon-
sible for this costly and unneces-
sary misstep.

County Counsel Brian Wash-
ington called Yates’ description 
of the legal scuffle “highly in-
complete.”

The county’s lawsuit against 
Yates accused him of seeking 
county documents for purposes 
other than those for which he 
had made the request.

The county lawsuit raised the 
stakes. But Yates and the group 
did not back down. The lawsuit 
required Yates to hire his own 
lawyer and incur legal costs.

On Jan. 12, Judge Haakenson 
ruled that the county had failed 
“to establish any viable cause of 

action.”
The neighborhood group has 

been tracking an application 
to build a house on Alta Way, a 
street that exists on maps, but 
has never been built.

The development of so-called 
“paper street” lots has been a 
bone of contention in county-
governed areas of Mill Valley. 
Over the years, neighbors have 
voiced concern that county ap-
proval of the house will lead to 
development of other lots.

The county has hired a consul-
tant to study the building plan, 
but that study has not yet been 
finished. 

In late 2016, the group made 
requests for county records, but 
didn’t get all that it requested. It 
hired Yates to help pry loose the 
rest of the documents they had 
asked for.

Washington said the coun-
ty’s failure to provide all of the 
records requested by the group 
was due to poor communication 
between the county’s Commu-
nity Development Agency and 
Department of Public Works. 
The Community Development 
Agency provided its records, but 
the public works department, 
which maintained it needed 
permission from the property 
owner, did not. 

In hindsight, it should do so in 
the future.

County supervisors need to 
send a crystal clear message that 
they want to be on the side of the 
public’s right to know.

Its handling of this case is 
hardly a stellar example of re-
specting the freedom of informa-
tion. It should not come as any 
surprise that the county’s me-
dia team did not issue a press re-
lease on Haakenson’s ruling.
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Students lead the  
way on gun control

Anna Mae Maly (Readers’ Fo-
rum, April 3) seems to bring 
up two separate issues: teacher 
unions supporting Democratic 
candidates and teachers mo-
bilizing students for their own 
agenda. These issues are not 
one in the same.

I’m no expert on campaign fi-
nance or unions so I won’t pre-
tend to understand the nuances 
of it. What I can understand is 
why a teachers’ union would 
rather not give their donations 
to candidates who support arm-
ing teachers and putting more 
guns in schools. According 
to the Gun Violence Archive, 
there were 2,028 unintentional 
shootings in the United States 
in 2017, a number that would 
surely increase if there were 
guns in the classrooms of every 
curious student in the U.S.

Additionally, students and 
teachers alike are at risk from 
the lack of gun control. In the 
Parkland shooting alone three 
school employees were killed. 
Who can blame unions for sup-
porting gun control candidates?

As to Maly’s assertion that it 
is teachers who are mobilizing 
students to take action, she is 
completely deluded. According 
to the New York Times, since 
2000 there have been more 
than 188 shootings at schools 
and universities. Not one of 
these has mobilized the public 
in the way the Parkland shoot-
ing has and this is because of 
one factor: students.

The motivated, eloquent stu-
dents of Marjory Stoneman-
Douglas organized marches 
across the country in mere 
weeks, keeping the move-
ment alive and in the headlines 
through knowledge of social 

media that only Gen Z’ers like 
myself possess. 

Additionally, while teach-
ers should do their best to wel-
come all views in the classroom 
and foster an environment that 
is conducive to learning, what 
teacher in their right mind 
would deny their students the 
chance to meet their represen-
tative?

If teachers were truly “us-
ing” students as democratic “po-
litical pawns,” the debate over 
gun control would have ended 
long ago, and the 138 students 
and teachers who were killed 
in school shootings since Sandy 
Hook would still be with us to-
day.

— Nina Schmidt, Fairfax; 
senior, Drake High School

Shootings raise a  
gun control question 

April 3: Deranged shooter en-
ters YouTube headquarters with 
a handgun; wounds three be-
fore killing herself.

Feb: 14: Deranged shooter en-
ters Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School with an AR-15 
semi-automatic rifle; kills 17 and 
wounds 17 more.

Can anyone (not being paid 
by the NRA) seriously claim 
that restricting the sale of auto-
matic weapons would not save 
lives?

— Josh Libresco, San Rafael

Taxpayer questions 
school tax bill

As it’s time to pay my Marin 
County property taxes again, 
I took a good look at my bill. 
I noted that my annual prop-
erty tax includes about $857 in 
school bonds, $352 for Dixie 
schools and an additional $169 
for the San Rafael High School 

district.
Upon referencing the county 

of Marin website (“Where Your 
Tax Dollars Go”), I was sur-
prised to learn that almost 43 
percent of our property tax dol-
lars are dedicated to school 
funding. Considering the other 
important services that our 
county provides, it does seem 
like our schools are already re-
ceiving generous funding — 
thanks to Marin County home-
owners.

In my family, our kids at-
tended 12 years of private 
school, so we received no direct 
benefits from our county’s excel-
lent public schools. This was our 
choice, and as a result, we dedi-
cated a substantial share of our 
family budget to provide the ed-
ucational features we value to 
our children.

The May 8 vote-by-mail spe-
cial election featuring Dixie 
School District’s Measure B re-
news the $352 (per parcel, per 
year) funding that doesn’t ex-
pire until mid-2019 and adds an 
additional $118 (per parcel, per 
year) for 12 years. It’s important 
to provide a quality education 
to all of our county’s children, 
but is it fair to ask our family to 
defer an additional $470 from 
our family budget for this 12-
year expenditure?

Why can’t public school par-
ents organize campaigns that 
won’t further burden our coun-
ty’s homeowners to raise funds 
for the extra educational ben-
efits that Measure B will sup-
posedly provide? I’m usually 
inclined to check the box for 
school funding on my voter’s 
ballot because I value educa-
tion. But after making my prop-
erty tax payment, I will have to 
give it some serious consider-
ation this time.

— Ed Baquerizo, San Rafael

Readers’ Forum

Cartoonist’s take

“How about they worry about fixing their broken sidewalks 
instead?”

Samantha Jones, on a Mill Valley requirement that contractors 
remove paint on pavement marking underground pipes.

“Typical American accomplishments of our times: studies, 
committees, commissions, analysts, environmentalists, 
safety boards and lots and lots of orange reflective vests...”

Andrés Restrepo, on officials in hardhats and vests who an-
nounced completion of a Novato Narrows segment.

The first thing to remember 
about precipitation in Califor-
nia is that it’s unpredictable, as 

the past several 
winters have once 
again shown us.

Several years 
of severe drought 
ended in the 2016-
17 winter with 
near-record rain 
and snow storms 
that filled the 

state’s badly depleted reservoirs.
The 2017-18 “water year,” as 

hydrologists call it, began with 
what seemed to be a return to 
drought but then, in March, 
the state experienced a steady 
stream of storms that added to 
the Sierra snowpack upon which 
Californians are so dependent.

It may not have been a “March 
Miracle” on the scale of 1991, 
when the mountains were vir-
tually bereft of snow until one 
month of heavy storms ended 
the deficit. But what happened 
last month was at least a minor 
miracle, increasing the snow-

pack to more than 50 percent of 
average.

Combined with leftover stor-
age from the previous year, Cal-
ifornia will enter the warmer 
months, when precipitation is 
rare, with fairly healthy water 
reserves.

Not only have the past several 
years demonstrated anew that 
“normal” is alternating periods 
of wet and dry, they also under-
score just how dependent Cali-
fornia is on its massive array of 
reservoirs, canals and other wa-
terworks.

It collects water during the 
wet periods, as it did in 2016-
17, and releases its reserves 
to maintain human life, wild-
life and economy when condi-
tions turn dry. Life as 39 mil-
lion Californians know it would 
be impossible were it not for the 
state’s water system that federal, 
state and local governments 
maintain.

The state’s hydrologists be-
lieve that climate change will 
have a massive effect on our wa-

ter supply in future decades, per-
haps making the peaks and val-
leys of precipitation steeper and 
deeper and likely making more 
of it rain and less of it snow.

If, indeed, we will be getting 
more rain and less snow, it will 
degrade the snowpack as the 
state’s largest and most impor-
tant reservoir. And that means 
we need to replace the snow-
pack with more manmade stor-
age, allowing us to capture more 
winter rains that otherwise 
would flow to the ocean.

The need for more storage 
has been evident for decades, 
and although Southern Califor-
nia’s water agencies, particularly 

the Metropolitan Water District, 
have been diligent about adding 
it, Northern California, where 
most of the rain falls, has been 
negligent.

The last state water bond is-
sue contained several billion 
dollars to jumpstart planning 
for new storage projects, partic-
ularly the off stream Sites reser-
voir on the west side of the up-
per Sacramento Valley and the 
Temperance Flat project on the 
San Joaquin River.

Together, they would add just 
over 3 million acre-feet of stor-
age, or almost the equivalent of 
a new Lake Oroville.

However, state water officials 

have been somewhat lackadaisi-
cal about moving these projects 
along for reasons best known to 
themselves.

Meanwhile, there’s some 
movement on a long-standing 
proposal to raise Shasta Dam 
and expand Lake Shasta’s stor-
age, now 4.5 million acre-feet — 
a project that is much more con-
troversial because of its effects 
on land local Indian tribes con-
sider to be sacred.

The recent drought was by 
no means the first. Gov. Jerry 
Brown’s first governorship four 
decades ago saw a very severe 
one. And it won’t be the last.

If we continue to drag our 
feet on building more storage, 
we will pay the price, and it will 
be a steep one.

CALmatters is a public interest 
journalism venture committed 
to explaining how California’s 
state Capitol works and why 
it matters. For more stories by 
Dan Walters, go to calmatters.
org/commentary

California voice

Recent years of rain prove we need more water storage
Not only have the past several years 
demonstrated anew that “normal” is 
alternating periods of wet and dry, they 
also underscore just how dependent 
California is on its massive array of 
reservoirs, canals and other waterworks.
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