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Is this how we should teach our children?

Letters to the editor

editoriaL

 The Acorn welcomes your letters 
and comments. “Letters to the Editor” 
should be no longer than 350 words, 
although The Acorn reserves the right 
to make occasional exceptions to 
this policy. Hand-written letters are 
acceptable only if they are legible. 
Letters must contain the writer’s 
telephone number and address, for 
verification purposes only. Anonymous 
letters will not be accepted and no 
more than one letter per month may 
be submitted. The Acorn reserves the 
right to accept, reject or edit letters 
and other editorial material. The Acorn 
does not return letters, photos or 
other editorial submissions. Editorial 
material may be mailed to The Acorn, 
30423 Canwood St., Ste. 108, Agoura 
Hills, CA 91301, or faxed to (818) 
671-1873,  or emailed to newstip@
theacorn.com.  The deadline is 5 p.m. 
Sunday prior to issue date.
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one solution for 
homelessness

resident wants 
brad halpern 
back in office

supporters like 
ray Pearl

 Just a comment about a place 
that could be used for homeless. 
 I’m not sure about the status 
of the old fire station in Newbury 
Park on Hillcrest Drive, but it 
seems to be ideal for this problem. 
 The location has showers and 
a kitchen and the truck bays could 
accommodate many beds.
 It’s not near schools or neigh-
borhoods but is close to some 
retail as well as a transitional 
housing option in a nearby motel.
Rob Adams
Newbury Park

 When Ray Pearl told me he 
planned to run for City Council at 
a Westlake Village summer event 
at which we both volunteered, 
I could not have been more de-
lighted. 
 My husband and I have known 
Ray for several years and deeply 
admire his commitment to public 
service. 
 Ray gives so much of himself 
to making Westlake Village a 
great place to live. 
 We’ve benefited from his 
strong, effective leadership: at 
White Oak Elementary, where 
as president of the Parent Faculty 
Club he made sure our children 
had the resources they needed 
to succeed at school; and on the 
Westlake Village Cultural Recre-
ation Advisory Board, where as 
chair he helps organize numer-
ous concerts and other events 
that make our small city truly 
special.  
 Ray inspires people to want to 
work with him and makes sure that 
things get done right. His integrity 
and devotion to his family is truly 
admirable. 
 We know Ray’s years of ex-
perience working on housing and 
community development issues 
make him well equipped to play 
a role in our local government, 
preserving what we love about 
Westlake Village while at the same 

time moving the city forward.
 Please join my husband and 
I in voting for Ray Pearl for 
Westlake Village City Council in 
November. 
Sarah Reines
Westlake Village

 Candidate Ray Pearl would be 
an amazing Westlake Village City 
Council member.
 I met him years ago as a fellow 
parent at White Oak Elementary 
when he was the Parent Faculty 
Committee president, where his 
friendliness and wit brought vol-
unteers together. 
 He was a true leader who al-
ways kept our focus on the goal 
of making our school the best it 
could be. He led discussions and 
debates with calm civility, intel-
ligence and decisiveness. 
 Ray believes deeply in our 
public school system and in giv-
ing every child in our community 
an excellent education.
 He and his wife, Torreh, 
have lived in Westlake Village 
for 20 years, and are currently 
raising and educating their three 

children here. 
 He cares passionately about 
our community, volunteering for 
Westake Village in his spare time. 
 Ray has a master’s degree in 
public administration and works 
as a nonprofit executive director. 
 Because of all of these experi-
ences and more, he is exception-
ally qualified to give our city the 
caring and dedicated leadership it 
needs and deserves.
 Vote for Ray Pearl for the 
Westlake Village City Council 
this November.
Brooke Gabbey
Westlake Village

 We met Brad and his family 
over 20 years ago when my wife, 
Lisa, and I moved back to West-
lake Village to raise our family.  
 Lisa and I grew up in the 
First Neighborhood of Westlake 
Village. We attended the schools 
here, and we care very deeply 

about the city. I support Brad be-
cause he shares our passion about 
the city and its future.
 I know Brad to be a committed 
family man, a successful business-
man and someone who has spent 
many years volunteering his time 
as a leader of the First Neighbor-
hood Homeowner’s Association 
and now the City of Westlake 
Village through its City Council.
 I have spent many hours work-
ing with Brad on boards and in 
committee meetings, sometimes 
dealing with difficult issues. 
 Brad has always demonstrated 
himself to be thoughtful, fair and 
compassionate to his neighbors and 
the citizens of Westlake Village.
 Brad’s experience is important 
to the continued success of the 
city, especially with the retire-
ment of our outstanding City 
Manager Ray Taylor and our 
long-standing council member 
Mark Rutherford. 
 Please join me in voting for 
Brad Halpern for Westlake Vil-
lage City Council on Nov. 6.
Michael Wildermuth
Westlake Village

 The photo at right was taken by Acorn photo editor Rick Gillard 
at this week’s 9/11 tribute at Mesa Verde Middle School in Moorpark. 
The picture wasn’t taken at a shooting range or a police station. It was 
the scene Tuesday at a middle school in our own community—and it 
is at the middle schools, high schools and elementary schools of our 
country where so, so many mass shootings have taken place in recent 
years that, sadly, we can’t even keep count.
 The Falkor Defense 308 sniper rifle was one piece of equipment 
brought by the Ventura County Sheriff’s SWAT unit to the Moorpark 
school for a Sept. 11 Patriot Day tribute. There were other groups at 
the event. A U.S. Navy’s underwater construction team brought dive 
equipment, the fire department displayed a firetruck, Simi Valley police 
let kids climb into a patrol car, and the county presented lifeguards with 
a truck and rescue equipment. A K-9 team was also there. But it’s hard 
to understand why sheriff’s deputies thought it a good idea to set up a 
high-powered rifle on a middle school campus. And gun safety is not 
the issue here. The weapon obviously wasn’t loaded and the deputies 
around it were careful and instructive.
 Interim principal Melissa La Belle told us she wasn’t made aware 
of the specific equipment that would be on display, but she could have 
checked. We also learned that the family of the girl in the picture are 
firearm owners themselves who emphasize gun education and appreciate 
gun rights in America. So do we. The Second Amendment is a bedrock 
of the U.S. Constitution. But it comes down to this: Paying tribute to the 
9/11 fallen should not be used as an opportunity to introduce children to 

the workings of a military-grade sniper rifle. If an 18-year-old makes a 
decision to join the military toward the goal of one day defending their 
country, we applaud that decision. We do not, however, condone the 
placing of a rifle on a middle school campus so younger kids can play 
show-and-tell with the deadly weapon. Not given recent events.
 We recognize the importance of deputies having the appropriate 
weaponry to keep our campuses safe, and for that we are infinitely grateful. 
But the decision to bring this weapon onto this school campus in light of 
today’s realities is absolutely tone deaf and plainly inappropriate.


