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Editorial&Opinion
The fires 
and the 
fury

No state has been more 
visible than California 
in resisting the environ-

mental policies of  President 
Trump, filing 38 lawsuits by the 
beginning of  this month. Now 
the state’s massive early fire 
season is demonstrating the 
merit of  those legal actions.

For every authority analyz-
ing the unprecedented level of  
early summer blazes here and 
around the world agrees that 
one major cause is heat – record 

heat that has beset almost every 
place in the world from Switzer-
land to Hong Kong, from San 
Francisco to parts of  Finland 
north of  the Arctic Circle.

Yes, Finland, where Trump 
staged his lugubrious July 
summit with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, has seen tem-
peratures in the 90s this year, 
for the first time in recorded 
history.

Meanwhile, England sweated 
through a record heat wave, 
while Greece saw the deadliest 
fires in its long history and Eu-
rope’s worst since 1900. Several 
prominent waterfalls in Swit-
zerland fed by Alpine snowmelt 
stopped flowing months earlier 
than usual.

And then there’s California, 
where at one time in July, 19 
wildfires burned simultaneous-
ly, taking well over 1,000 homes 
and some lives.

Scientists at the state univer-
sities of  Colorado, Nebraska 
and Nevada (Reno) report re-
gional temperature averages in 
the West have increased by 2 de-
grees since the 1970s, resulting 
in drier and more combustible 
plant growth. 

At the same time, NASA 
scientists say this climate 
change helped kill thousands of  
trees and bushes in California’s 
mountains, providing unprece-
dented amounts of  tinder.

Rather than act to help 
mitigate this crisis, Trump’s 
administration has taken myri-
ad actions appearing to further 
it. Trump is trying to roll back 
automotive emission standards. 
He’s shrunk several national 
monuments to make way for 
mining. 

The President ended NASA’s 
climate monitoring program, 
a head-in-the-sand move that 
allows him to keep denying cli-
mate change. He’s cut programs 
designed to find new renewable 
energy sources and shut down 
instruments on existing satel-
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The lawsuits at 
the heart of such 

resistance won’t end 
the far longer fire 
seasons that have 
become a regular 

feature of California 
life...

On Trump, 
the free 
press and 
democracy

“Nothing can now be believed 
which is seen in a newspa-
per,” wrote the leader of  a 

fledgling government in the years fol-
lowing a bloody revolution and transfer 
of  power by force. “Truth itself  becomes 
suspicious by being put into that pollut-
ed vehicle.”

While that may sound like a propa-
ganda line from a totalitarian autocrat 
like Joseph Stalin or Mao Zedong, it 
was none other than founding father 

Thomas Jefferson, writing in 1807 to 
offer advice to a colleague considering 
launching his own newspaper.

It’s seems the Fourth Estate has got-
ten a bad rap by some Presidents since, 
well, ever.

Of  course, POTUS 3’s irritations 
with the 19th century press of  the day 
– which covered such “scandals” as 
Jefferson’s love of  France, his waver-
ing faith and his alleged fathering of  
children with slave Sally Hemmings, all 
of  which turned out to be more or less 
true – never swayed him from the ideal 
that such a free press, as much as he at 
times disagreed with it, was an essential 
component to the promise of  democracy.

“The only security of  all is in a free 
press,” Jefferson famously said about 
the First Amendment.

Well, times have certainly changed.
This week, editorial pages across 

the country are answering a call from 
the Boston Globe for newspapers to 
collectively, yet individually, respond 
to President Trump’s so-called war on 
the media – his semi-frequent attempts 
to cloud the often embarrassing stories 
being reported in the press about his ad-
ministration by ignoring their veracity 
and damning their credibility.

Trump’s fallback response to media 
reports about his various falsehoods, 
indecencies and corruptions is to either 
undermine its credibility as “fake,” 
or lob ad hominem attacks at its mes-
sengers – calling journalists “scum,” 
“slime” and worse.

“I would never kill them but I do hate 
them,” he said of  reporters in 2015. “And 
some of  them are such lying, disgusting 
people.”

Because views on the President are so 
unwavering to so many, it’s easy to dis-
regard his invective. His “base” already 
believes the “liberal press” is slanted; 
the rest dismiss it as the tantrums of  a 
kid caught with his hand in the cookie 
jar. 

But his insistence that the media is 
“the enemy of  the people” – the specif-
ic charge that has brought about the 
Globe’s crusade to punch back – crosses 
a line beyond lowly name calling. Names 
can never hurt us, goes the old school-
yard mantra, but “enemy of  the people” 
accusations are the sticks and stones 
that can break the bones. 

As Republican Sen. Jeff Flake ob-
served last January on the Senate floor:

“So fraught with malice was the 
phrase (enemy of  the people) that even 
Nikita Khrushchev forbade its use, 
telling the Soviet communist party that 
the phase had been introduced by Stalin 
for the purpose of  ‘annihilating such in-

A response to President Trump’s 
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‘The only security of all is in 
a free press.’

 — Thomas Jefferson
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Bedtime reading
EDITOR: This last Twelfth of  Never I 

was listening to an alternative Mother 
Goose on Volpine View, that up-right 
station that skews the news, when I 
heard this faux oldie but goodie nursery 
rhyme: 

Little boy Don,
Stop tooting your horn.
The Russkies aren’t mellow. 
They’ve got you on porn.
But where is the Little Don to fight the 

Red creep?
He plays on his bass from his swamp 

that’s knee-deep.

Michael Heiman
Sonoma

Talk about car 
dependent families!

EDITOR: Carl DeMaio, the chairman 
of  Prop. 6 (gas tax repeal initiative), 
writes in the I-T (“Elias Is Full of  Gas!” 
Aug. 10) that the new 12-cent per gallon 
gas tax increase will cost the “typical 
family of  four” $700 per year, but doesn’t 
attempt to explain how he arrives at 
this amount. Straightforward arithme-
tic shows that he is being intentionally 
deceptive, making grotesquely false 
assumptions to justify this figure.

Twelve cents per gallon translates to 
$1 per eight gallons. Therefore, to pay 
$700 more, this alleged family would 
have to consume 5,600 gallons (multiply 
700 by 8) in a year – 5,600 gallons! He 
must be defining a “typical family of  
four” as driving four separate cars, each 
consuming 1,400 gallons per year, which 
equals 28 gallons per week per person, 
or 4 gallons per driver per day, every 
day.

At a sub-standard 20 miles per gallon, 

that would mean each of  the four people 
drives 80 miles each and every day. Do 
you know of  any family that fits this 
description? That’s the only way his $700 
annual tax increase could be reached. I 
assume this initiative is just an attempt 
to incite Republicans to vote in Novem-
ber, since its financial claim is so obvi-
ously distorted. Any other explanation?

Richard Chadwin
Sonoma

Cannabis movement 
got burned

EDITOR: I have no vested interest one 
way or another with regard to the ap-
proval of  marijuana dispensaries. Since 
a clear majority of  citizens voted for ap-

proval, and given the legality of  tobacco 
and alcohol, it seems hypocritical for the 
city to ban marijuana distribution.  

I believe the distribution model should 
be well planned and thought out, and 
it takes time to do that right. The time 
frame should not be influenced by Jon 
Early’s business plans to operate a 
dispensary in a location he obviously 
jumped the gun on buying, and is likely 
now losing money on. That’s his prob-
lem. 

He made that problem worse by 
his colossally inept, transparent, and 
ham-handed threat against one of  our 
council members (“Bullseye Email 
Raises Alarm at City Hall,” Aug. 7). 
Regardless of  whether he disagrees 
with the council or not, there is no place 
for threats of  violence against a public 
official.  

Mr. Early was so misinformed that 
he thought he was sending a private 
message, but of  course any message sent 
to an elected official is actually public, 
and I’m grateful for that, because now 
we know the real motivation behind 
the local efforts to bring cannabis to 
Sonoma, and we now know how low the 
group behind those efforts is willing to 
go. There’s now a permanent stain on 
Mr. Early and the entire local canna-
bis movement, and I hope that the city 
makes it as difficult as possible for them 
to achieve their goals. 

Martin Laney
Sonoma
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Each of the four people 
drives 80 miles each and 
every day. Do you know 

of any family that fits this 
description? 

Letter writer Michael Heiman’s poetic 
parody of President Trump is an allusion 
to ‘Little Boy Blue,’ a nursery rhyme that 
dates back to the mid-18th century. This 
illustration by William Wallace Denslow was 
published in 1901.
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We know what you’re think-
ing: I can’t believe it’s “Na-
tional Safe Digging Day” again 
already. Fortunately, if  you 
missed last Saturday’s digging 
celebrations across America, 
you’re not alone. Nor are you 
too late. PG&E, which promotes the 
holiday in, er, spades, is never too busy 
to answer calls to its 811 emergency dig-
ging hotline to have underground utility 
lines marked two business days head 
of  digging projects, as required by law. 
“Guessing or assuming the location of  
an underground gas line is dangerous,” 
said Jesus Soto, PG&E senior vice pres-

ident for gas operations. “And 
the consequences of  hitting the 
unmarked line are often severe 
and can even be fatal.”

Think it’s all “safe digging” 
propaganda? Just last year on 
Safe Digging Day Eve, residents 

of  West Napa Street in Sonoma were 
awakened in the wee hours with an om-
inous telephone warning to “shelter in 
place,” after a road crew broke through 
a 3-inch gas line. According to PG&E 
there have already been 42 “strikes” 
in Sonoma County this year. Message 
received: Dig safe, Sonoma.

 — Jason Walsh

A longtime reader wrote in last week 
about the next best thing to sliced bread: 

Free bread. As L.S. 
tells it, an older 
gentleman was 
sitting outside the 
Basque Boulangerie 
Cafe one evening 
last week “making 
passerbys very hap-
py” as he handed 
out baguettes that 
were unexpectedly 
left over at the end 

of  the day. 
“Even those who politely declined 

walked by with a big smile on their face,” 
she says. 

Apparently, there would be no such 
polite declining of  baked goods from L.S., 
who also observed: 

“The bread was delicious.” 

GLASS FULL GLASS EMPTY

Have you witnessed any random acts of  kindness? Or perhaps a moment of  shocking rudeness? “Glass Full/Glass Empty” wants to know who to 
cheer – and who to jeer – in Sonoma. Tell us your tale at jason.walsh@sonomanews.com. Names may be changed to protect the innocent.


