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Your Public Officials 2017
Lincoln City Council
MAYOR STAN NADER, snader@ci.lincoln.ca.us
PETER GILBERT, pgilbert@ci.lincoln.ca.us
GABRIEL HYDRICK, ghydrick@ci.lincoln.ca.us
PAUL JOINER, pjoiner@ci.lincoln.ca.us 
DAN KARLESKINT, dkarleskint@lincolnca.gov
The council members can also be reached through the 
city of Lincoln mailing address or by calling 434-2490 
or fax 645-8903.
Placer County Board of Supervisors
JACK DURAN (District 1), vice-chairman, residing in 
Roseville
ROBERT WEYGANDT (District 2) residing in Lincoln
JIM HOLMES (District 3), chairman, residing in Auburn
KIRK UHLER (District 4) residing in Granite Bay
JENNIFER MONTGOMERY (District 5), residing in 
Serene Lake
Main office 175 Fulweiler Ave., Auburn, CA 95603 or 
530-889-4010. Fax is 530-889-4009 and e-mail is 
bos@placer.ca.gov.
State Assembly
ASSEMBLYMAN KEVIN KILEY (District 6), 8799 
Auburn-Folsom Road, Suite A, Granite Bay, CA 95746. 
Phone:  774-4430. Capitol office: 319-2006

State Senate
TED GAINES (District 1) Capitol Office, State Capitol, 
Room 3070, Sac., CA 95814. Phone: 916-651-4001. 
Fax: 916-651-4901. Email: visit www.district1.cssrc.us 
and click “contact Ted”
Governor
JERRY BROWN, Gov. Jerry Brown
c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173, Sacramento,CA 95814. 
Phone: 510-628-0202.
U.S. House of Representatives 
TOM MCCLINTOCK (4th District), 4230 Douglas Blvd., 
Suite 200 Granite Bay, CA 95746. District Office: 
786-5560 or fax 786-6364. Washington, D.C. office is 
508 Cannon HOB, Washington, D.C. 20525. Phone is 
202-225-2511 or fax 202-225-5444.
U.S. Senate
U.S. SENATOR KAMALA D. HARRIS, 112 Hart Senate 
Office Building Washington, D.C. 20510. 
Sacramento office: 448-2787; 
Washington, D.C. office 202-224-3553.
U.S. SENATOR DIANNE FEINSTEIN, 331 Hart Senator 
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20510. 
Phone: 202-224-3841, email: senator@ feinstein.
senate.gov.
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OUR VIEW

Carjacking hits too close to home
Many residents are shocked 

and enraged that an 83-year-
old woman was assaulted and 
carjacked in broad daylight at 
a busy shopping center. 

The carjacking (see today’s 
front page) happened Jan. 18 
right before 9:45 a.m. at the 
Lincoln Hills Town Center, 
which is located at Lincoln 
Boulevard and Ferrari Ranch 
Road. 

It was a typical Thursday 
morning at the downtown-ar-
ea shopping center. Residents 
were shopping, working, 
drinking coffee and eating in 
the food establishments, and 
buying gas.

Except it wasn’t typical for 
the elderly woman. She had 
just finished shopping at CVS 
and was about to enter her 
car at the handicapped park-
ing space in front of the store. 
A white or Hispanic man de-
scribed by police to be in his 
50s knocked her down and 
stole her car. 

Fortunately, the woman on-
ly suffered minor injuries and 
was released from the hospi-
tal the next day.

But it could have been 
worse. For example, an 
87-year-old woman died from 
injuries after being knocked 
to the ground last November 
by robbers at a Citrus Heights 
Rite Aide pharmacy.

No one, not a disabled old-
er woman or a physically fit 
20-year-old or any age for that 
matter, should have to wor-
ry about their safety when 
shopping or enjoying a cup of 
coffee. 

And the elderly Lincoln 
woman couldn’t have do-
ne anything more to prevent 
being pushed down and car-
jacked. She parked as close 
to the store as possible and 
it was a morning hour when 
plenty of individuals were 
near by.

Since the carjacking, we 
have heard from fellow resi-
dents and read many online 
comments saying that Lin-
coln has changed from being 
a safe town where everyone 
looks after each other to being 
as dangerous as Sacramento’s 
rougher neighborhoods.

But we have to remind our-

selves that the Jan. 18 carjack-
ing is still a rare occurrence in 
Lincoln. The last carjacking 
was 13 years ago, according 
to Lincoln Police Chief Doug 
Lee. In that case, a man gave a 
woman he didn’t know a ride 
at night, she jumped out at a 
stop sign, pulled him out of 
the car and drove the car to 
Sacramento.

 “This (Jan. 18 carjack-
ing) could have happened in 
Granite Bay, Sacramento or 
anywhere. People don’t need 
to be afraid of a crime wave or 
a new trend,” Lee said Mon-
day. “Just as always, be vig-
ilant of your surroundings. 
Park in a lighted area. Re-
member that a car is a piece 
of property. If someone has a 

weapon, let them have your 
car or purse. Don’t fight back. 
It’s not worth it.”

Lincoln is still a safe city, ac-
cording to Lee.

“In general, some people 
say crime is on the increase,” 
Lee said. “But we’re putting 
more (press) releases out. It’s 
just an increase in our efforts 
to share what’s happening 
with the public.” 

There is an increase for 
drug-related offenses, Lee 
added, with officers making 
more methamphetamine ar-
rests. Meth is a big problem 
here with addicts ranging in 
age from 18 to 50s, according 
to the police chief.

As for carjackings, resi-
dents should remain aware of 
their surroundings, whether 
they’re in Lincoln or visiting 
any other city. 

Barry Johnson, a retired San 
Francisco policeman of 32 
years and the current Lincoln 
Hills Neighborhood Watch 
public safety liaison, also says 
that Lincoln is a relatively safe 
area.   

“But always be aware and 

alert at all times, whether 
you’re around your house or 
you’re out. This (carjacking) 
is a good example,” Johnson 
said. “I say don’t live in fear 
but be alert, be aware, pay 
attention.”

Staying physically fit and 
mentally alert will help, ac-
cording to Johnson.

“Use common sense. Don’t 
park in dark places. Look 
around, see who’s around. Go 
back in the store,” Johnson 
said, “if something doesn’t 
look right and get a security 
person to go back with you.”

And at home, residents are 
become more aware by lock-
ing doors and installing se-
curity cameras, according to 
Johnson. He also recommends 
closing blinds and turning on 
talk radio when leaving home 
and installing motion-detec-
tor lights on all exterior doors 
as crime deterrents.

Taking these precautions, 
while out in public and in our 
homes, should make all of us 
feel more secure. Hopefully, 
this will be the last carjacking 
in Lincoln.

What does PG&E say 
about the possible 
switch?

I attended an informational presentation in 
Sun City Lincoln Hills presented by Pioneer 
Community Energy (on Jan. 16). It was very 
informative and confusing at the same time. 

Many questions asked by the attendees 
were about what PG&E’s (Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company’s) part was in the transi-
tion to Pioneer. 

Since Pioneer is in a partnership with PG&E 
(as stated by the emcee), I was disappoint-
ed that there was not a PG&E representative 
at this meeting to get their opinions on the 
PG&E questions asked. 

Some of the questions asked about PG&E’s 

involvement in the transition and billing were 
answered, “That’s on PG&E’s end.” 

Should I stay with PG&E or go with Pioneer 
Community Energy? 

I feel I got one side of the story at this meet-
ing. The Pioneer representatives were telling 
us what PG&E was going to do. I think PG&E 
should of been there to tell us what they will 
be doing if I switch over from them to Pioneer.

ARMANDO MAYORGA, Lincoln

“Remember that a car 
is a piece of property. If 
someone has a weapon, 
let them have your car or 
purse. Don’t fight back. It’s 
not worth it.”
Lincoln Police Chief Doug Lee

President Trump’s federal 
tax reform held up a mirror 
to tax-loving California poli-
ticians and they are afraid of 
what they saw.

At major issue to the pan-
icked Progressive political 
class is the state and local 
tax (SALT) deduction, which, 
until now, has allowed tax-
payers who itemize the abil-
ity to deduct their state and 
local taxes on their federal 
tax returns. The average Cal-
ifornia SALT deduction per 
claimant was nearly $39,000 
in 2015 but the deduction is 
now capped at $10,000.  Cal-

ifornia was the largest ben-
eficiary of the now-reduced 
deduction, with tax filers 
claiming roughly $100 bil-
lion in 2014. This deductibil-
ity has softened the blow of 
our state’s punishing tax reg-
imen and helped cover up 
the fact that our politicians 

have been shoving our taxes 
into the stratosphere. 

With the capped deduc-
tion, coupled with Califor-
nia’s sky-high taxes, could 
California taxpayers lead 
another Prop. 13-like revolt 
and tear down the high-tax, 
high-spending edifice that 
so comfortably houses fat cat 
politicians and their political 
allies?

It’s this fear that has led 
to the absurd, over-the-top 
howling about the tax bill, 
with embarrassingly apoc-
alyptic rhetoric about this 

California must follow Trump’s 
lead and cut taxes now

ANOTHER VIEW

READER INPUT

Ted Gaines 
State  
senator

SUBMITTED BY COLFAX SOROP-
TIMIST INTERNATIONAL AND ALL 
SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL 
CLUBS IN DISTRICT 4, PLACER 
COUNTY

What is human trafficking?
Human trafficking is mod-

ern-day slavery.
Children, teens, women and 

men subjected by force, fraud 
or coercion into sexual ex-
ploitation or labor are victims 
of human trafficking.

Indicators of possible vic-
tims: evidence of being con-
trolled, lack of identification 
or documentation, bruised or 
other signs of physical abuse, 
fear or depression, avoiding 
eye-to-eye contact or not smil-
ing, not speaking on own behalf 
and dressed inappropriately.

If a situation does not look 
right, it probably isn’t.

Human traffickers have no 
regard for human life. It is not 
uncommon that girls/women 
may be sold by a friend, fami-
ly member, boyfriend or neigh-
bor. Once abducted, their ab-
ductors brainwash with drugs 
and beatings into submission.

Victims live under 24-hour 
watch. It is not unusual for a 
girl to service up to 30 men a 
night.

The problem in Placer and 
Sacramento counties is mas-
sive, due to the confluence of 
I-80, I-5 and Highway 99. The 
triangle from Los Angeles to 
Las Vegas and back to Sacra-
mento with so many on-and-

off ramps makes accessibil-
ity for traffickers to abduct 
victims.

Human trafficking is the 
world’s fastest-growing crim-
inal enterprise and is an esti-
mated $32 billion-a-year glob-
al industry. After drug traf-
ficking, human trafficking is 
the world’s second most profit-
able criminal enterprise, a sta-
tus it shares with illegal arms 
trafficking. 

Like drug and arms traffick-
ing, the United States is one 
of the top-destination coun-
tries for trafficking in persons. 
California — a populous bor-
der state with a significant im-
migrant population and the 
world’s ninth largest economy 
– is one of the nation’s top four 
destination states for traffick-
ing human beings.

More than 40 human traf-
ficking, pimping, pander-
ing and prostitution type cas-
es in Placer County were in-
vestigated in 2017. That stat is 
combined total because, when 
dealing with human traffick-
ing, it involves pimping, pan-
dering and prostitution. The 
majority of the cases work out 
to be prostitution-type cas-
es or pimping cases. In 2017, 
more than 10 subjects were ar-
rested for pimping and pan-
dering charges. At least three 
juveniles were recovered. Fire-
arms and narcotics were al-
so seized during the different 
operations.

ANOTHER VIEW

Human trafficking 
is happening in 
Placer County

• SEE TRAFFICKING  PAGE A5

• SEE TAXES  PAGE A5

Let your voice be heard     
We need your help keeping this conversation going. We 
want to publish your letters, but they must include your 
first and last name, city you live in, a daytime phone 
number, and be limited to 350 words or less. 

 ▶ EMAIL: messenger@goldcountrymedia.com
 ▶ MAIL LETTERS:  553 F Street, Lincoln, CA 95648


