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EDITORIAL

Something is terribly wrong with this picture, our economy
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FEEDBACK

FROM ANGELA ADRIAN
TRINITY RIVER COMMUNITY PARTNERS, INC.
TRINITY RIVER PARTNER LLC
TRINITY THEATRE

Trinity Theatre would like to say, 
thank you for the recent article on the 
work being done to relight the neon 
“Trinity” sign at the theater. 

We have been working toward this 
goal for almost two years, as part of 
the exterior renovation, and are excit-
ed to see it moving forward. 

The final decision on the relighting 
will be voted on by the Board of Su-
pervisors. The owners of the theater, 
the nonprofit Trinity River Commu-
nity Partners, Inc. and the theater’s 

managing company are starting to 
research and look for grants and 
donation possibilities to assist in this 
endeavor.  

We would like the light as historical-
ly correct and true to when it was first 
lit in 1939. The current information 
we have from memories and per-
sonal statements is that those colors 
were red and green, not white as was 
(provided by the planning department 
and) stated in the article.  

Please, if you have an old colored 
photo, we would appreciate a copy. 
Contact can be reached at Trinity The-
atre or email at trinityriverpartners@
gmail.com.

FROM ROBERT C. VAN FLEET
BURNT RANCH   

As the Trump circus rolls 
merrily along, conspiracy theo-
ries about what it all means have 
become popular. Well, here’s one 
to consider.

Could it be that when the 
Corporate Republican Party and 
Corporate Democrat enablers 
realized that this incompetent 
cretin would in fact be appoint-
ed president, they saw a golden 
opportunity to enact their agen-
da in service of their campaign 
donors — corporations and 
wealthy members of the ruling 
class? 

Could they have made a deal 
with Trump to do the only thing 
he does well, that is to be a nar-
cissistic, ignorant fool and per-
form for his base — those who 
are angry at the status quo and 
who think they will somehow 
benefit from Trump’s turning 
everything upside down?

Could they have made a deal 
to compensate him just for cre-
ating this lunatic smoke screen 
for as long as it takes for him to 
be impeached — say a couple of 
years — while the incompetent, 
interest-conflicted stooges he 
has appointed proceed to de-
stroy many of the fundamental 
institutions and agencies which 
serve us all, but which get in 

the way of maximizing profits 
to the wealthy minority which, 
thanks to Citizens United, has 
purchased all three branches of 
our government?

While we are mesmerized by 
the media’s coverage of Trump’s 
daily embarrassing antics, the 
real damage is ongoing and only 
incidentally reported — back 
to offshore drilling, massive 
tax breaks for the wealthy and 
record-profitable corporations, 
withdrawal from global cli-
mate-change  initiatives, fur-
ther damage to a flawed health 
commerce system, denial of 
women’s rights, loss of our 
country’s status as a respected 
world leader, continued deni-
gration of immigrants, religious 
perversion of our public schools, 
enabling of racist hate speech 
and behavior, vote suppression, 
roads in wilderness areas, etc.

This is a really crazy conspir-
acy theory, isn’t it? Is it? Even if 
this scenario wasn’t planned, 
it appears to me that this is 
exactly what we are witnessing. 
According to Howard Zinn and 
other historians these are the 
conditions under which mass-
es of victimized citizens have, 
in the past, organized to fight 
back against a malignant system 
which has abandoned them. We 
can hope.

FROM JOEL KAUFMANN
LEWISTON 

It was wonderful and vaguely 
nostalgic to read Steve Lindsay’s 
letter. Absolutely delighted that 
he’s alive and just as nasty as 
always. 

Happy to learn that he is a 
fifth-generation Californian (as if 
that gives him special rights).

As well as his admiration of 
California’s governor and sanctu-
aries for people in need, Lindsay 
did not disappoint: he holds the 

world in spectacular disrespect, 
particularly people who are un-
documented. 

I wonder what he hates more 
about them, the fact that they are 
of different skin color, or that 
they can call him a pinche cabron 
to his face and he may think that 
they are calling him the great 
white hope. Lindsay performs a 
great service in that he reminds 
us that virulent hatred is alive, 
and must be combated, and 
defeated.

FROM RODNEY BURKE
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA

I certainly sympathize with 
Steve Lindsay’s frustration ex-
pressed in his letter of Jan. 24. 
The Founding Fathers, possess-
ing great wisdom and insight, 
but were also products of their 
time, but also sowed the seeds 
of future change.

They believed that in order to 
be a citizen you had to be white, 
male, educated and a property 
owner. 

It was assumed that if you met 
those criteria you were automat-
ically assumed to be a responsi-
ble person. 

Hence the focus on the Bill of 
Rights, leaving out a Charter of 
Responsibilities.

Forever after, citizens have be-
come increasingly irresponsible. 
Our responsibilities are really a 

pretty short list which includes: 
1. Obey the law; 2. Vote; 3. Pay 
your taxes; 4. Contribute to the 
community; 5. The possibility of 
jury service; 6. The possibility of 
military service.

Even though we may get 
frustrated and disagree with our 
politicians, it still behooves us 
to take care of our own respon-
sibilities no matter what. Our 
Republic depends on it.

Additionally, when we do our 
duty, ultimately we are doing 
it for ourselves. As a veteran, 
people sometimes say: Thank 
you for your service. But to a 
real warrior the reward IS doing 
one’s duty.

So, let not your heart be  
troubled. It is people like your-
self that will allow our Democ-
racy not only to continue, but 
flourish.

Tule Creek Forest Products, a for-profit sub-
sidiary of the Watershed Center located in 
Hayfork, has shuttered its firewood bundling 

operation, citing insufficient local supply.
Let that sink in for a moment.
A small firewood operation in Trinity County, 

Calif., a county with 1 million-plus acres of heavily 
forested land, had to close because of insufficient 
supply. In a county that has for decades begged, 
pleaded and worked diligently in collaborative 
fashion with the federal government to widen 
firebreaks, thin the forest and clear tiny, strategic 
locations, there’s not enough action to supply a 
small company with necessary timber. Eight people 
will lose their jobs.

“I think that both our forests and the community 
lose out from our not being successful, but we just 
weren’t able to affect the larger trends in forest 
management that needed to align to supply the 
business,” said Nick Goulette, executive director of 
the Watershed Center.

Goulette is being polite. Though the Watershed 

Center and the Trinity Collaborative Group have 
both been successful in moving the needle and 
moving forest projects forward, the federal bu-
reaucracy still moves at a glacial pace. So much so 
that the Board of Supervisors recently authorized a 
letter urging the U.S. Department of Agriculture to 
step up its Forest Service hiring processes and fill 
key positions, saying the Collaborative Group has 
experienced a freeze in ongoing projects because 
of the federal freeze on staffing.

There have been successes in working collabo-
ratively with the USDA and the Forest Service, and 
those should be recognized, including post-fire 
salvage logging and the award of Joint Chiefs’ 
funding for fuel reduction, more than $5 million in 
grants for boat ramp improvements, and $1 million 
in matching funds from the state for forest resilien-
cy projects.

But the ongoing inability to move forward proj-

ects that could provide lumber to not only Tule 
Creek Forest Products, but to Trinity River Lumber 
Company also, not only hurts our local economy, it 
also hampers fire-reduction efforts, and it costs the 
federal government much-needed revenue.

We have lots of forest, we have a need for forest 
resiliency projects throughout the county, we have 
local companies which provide local employment 
which need timber to survive. 

The Forest Service constantly says it needs pri-
vate partners for its projects to pencil out. Well? 
It seems to us this is an easy win-win all the way 
around.

We’re disappointed to see a viable, local employ-
er have to shut its doors and sell off equipment 
because in a county with a million-plus acres 
of trees, a small firewood-producing operation 
couldn’t cut it.

When Donald Trump was campaigning for the 
presidency he promised to “Make America Great 
Again” and put Americans back to work. 

Apparently not, though, in Trinity County.

Golden opportunity for agendas

Virulent hatred must be defeated

Reward is doing one’s duty

Seeking old theater sign photos


