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EVENT 

Day of  
the Dead
Celebrate the Day 
of the Dead with 
Latin music, arts 
and crafts, and  
face painting at 
3:30 this afternoon 
at the Point Reyes 
Library at 11431 
State Route 1.  
Free. 
MARINLIBRARY.ORG 

COMEDY

Funny  
business
Comedian Brian 
Copeland is among 
those performing 
at Tuesday Night 
Live Comedy at 
8 tonight at the 
Throckmorton The-
atre, 142 Throck-
morton Ave., Mill 
Valley. $17 to $27.
THROCKMORTON 
THEATRE.ORG

ART

Colorful 
creations
Woodacre art-
ist Harry Cohen’s 
exhibit “Continu-
ing the Quest” is 
on display from 11 
this morning to 6 
tonight at Room 
Art Gallery at 86 
Throckmorton Ave. 
in Mill Valley. Free. 
ROOMARTGALLERY.COM

MUSIC 

California  
rock ‘n’ roll
Bay Area rock band 
the Mother Hips 
play an acoustic 
show at 8 tonight 
at Sweetwater 
Music Hall at 19 
Corte Madera Ave. 
in Mill Valley. $27 
to $35. For ages 21 
and older. 
SWEETWATER 
MUSICHALL.COM

Four things to do today >> 
Paying to file for a tax exemption

Consumer tip 

You receive a mailed notice that you may be 
overpaying your property taxes. The notice 
states that for a fee, the service will file a 
homeowner’s property tax exemption with 
the county assessor to reduce the taxable 
valuation of your home. Is it worth paying the 
fee?

California law allows homeowners using a property as their 
principal residence to apply for an exemption of up to $7,000 off 
the assessed value. Homeowner exemption filing services are 
regulated by law and may only charge $25. The exemption must 
be recorded prior to billing. Publicly available recent home pur-
chase records allow these services to target certain taxpayers. 
Solicitations by these filing services must contain a disclosure of 
non-affiliation with government agencies. The solicitation must 
further state, “You can obtain and file a homeowner’s exemption 
claim form, at no cost, with the County Assessor’s Office.”
What to do? File the tax form yourself.

MORE INFORMATION AT MARINCOUNTY.ORG/DA OR CALL 415-473-6495

Vicki Larson, vlarson@marinij.
com; Colleen Bidwill,  
calendar@marinij.com.

Contact us

By Vicki Larson
vlarson@marinij.com 
@OMGchronicles on Twitter

It’s almost November and 
that means the holidays are 
rapidly approaching. Whether 
you’re excited by that or not, 
we often become reflective 
around this time of year, espe-
cially on Thanksgiving.

We are lucky to be sur-
rounded by beauty, but there’s 
a lot more about Marin County 
to be thankful for.

For November, please share 
with the IJ a six-word story — 
just one — about what you most 
appreciate about Marin County. 
Please make it a story with a 
beginning, middle and end, and 
not just six adjectives — make 
us laugh or cry or feel some-
thing. And please, we’ll be ex-
tremely grateful if you include 
your full name and your Marin 
hometown, write your short 
story in the body of the email 
not in the subject line or in an 
attachment), and use proper 
punctuation and check spelling.

Send your six-word story to 

lifestyles@marinij.com by Nov. 
16 with “Six-Word Story” in the 
subject line. Then look for the 
stories in the Nov. 27 lifestyles 
section and online.

Last month we asked read-
ers to share their stories about 
fear. Here’s what they had to 
say.

Our democracy dismantled 
daily. Utterly terrifying. — Su-
san Mines, Terra Linda

First step off plane wing sky-
diving. — Marty Komitopoulos, 
San Rafael

That distant siren wails for 
you. — Brigid Richards, San 
Rafael

Alone. Dark house. Alarm 
goes off. — Cecily O’Connor, 
San Rafael

Mom said, “Eat your Brus-
sels sprouts.” — Carl Ilg, San 
Rafael

Sleeping. Rumble awake. 
Earthquake rumble, crash. — 
Donna Reed, Novato

Woke up on Nov. 9, 2016. 
William D. Devlin, Mill Valley

Desperate migrant caravan, 
Trump’s terrible wall. — Gailya 
Magdalena, Lucas Valley

I forgot a No. 2 pencil. — 
Abby Lauter, Fairfax

Facing my fears has been 
liberating. — Jill Lessard, For-
est Knolls

I fear German history haunt-
ing us. — Steve Berryman, San 
Rafael

Black widows lurk under my 
pillow. — Linda Hale Bucklin, 
Mill Valley

Flight attendant fear of 
emergency landing. — Melinda 
Triplett, Tiburon

The test, endless waiting, 
doctor visit. — Char Maassen, 
Corte Madera,

Fear factor engaged world-
wide this century. — Karin 
Granados, San Rafael

Fear’s usually much ado 
about nothing. — Jason Griffin, 
San Quentin State Prison

Horror: fire devours furni-
ture, clothes, pictures. — Jean 
Rhodes, Mill Valley

Lost in Shanghai, saved by 
Canadians. — Sylvia Chipman, 
San Rafael

Himalayan extreme altitude 
produced fearful apparitions. 
— Patrick Ritter, San Rafael

Jumped from behind tree, 
“Boo!” Screaming. — Sharon 
Eide, Novato

Looked under my bed; no 
bogeyman. — Bill Medigovich, 
Novato

Waning moon, creaking 
branches, ghostly apparition. 
— Donna Cameron, Larkspur

Went to bed fearful — who’s 
under? — J.F. McConnell, San 
Rafael

All his teeth were pulled out. 
— Deborah Ress, Novato

Airplane vibrates, shudders, 
shakes. Hang tight! — Nancy 
Greenfield, Larkspur

Lifetime, 13 presidents; cur-
rent occupant worst. — L.E. Ly-
man, San Rafael

Larkspur’s scariest former 
resident? Gavin Newsom. — 
James Holmes, Larkspur

“Need a ride?” asked the 
clown. — Jane Mock, Novato

Slithering snakes give me 
the shakes. — Dave Cvengros, 
Larkspur

Slugs, they make me go ugh. 
— Sam Kennedy Cvengros, 
Larkspur

SIX-WORD STORIES

Readers share short tales of fear
 the horror!Oh

It has been a tough few 
weeks.

On Oct. 12, the IJ lost a long-
time friend, co-
worker and award-
winning photo-
journalist, Bob 
Tong, who, at 
58, died way too 
young.

Mr. Tong, as I 
liked to call him, 
sat next to me ever 

since we downsized from our 
building in Novato to an office in 
Terra Linda to an even smaller 
office in the same building.

To see his desk with all his 
things intact, but no person at 
it, has been unnerving and in-
credibly sad.

For those of us who have been 
here a long time, the IJ is like 
family. We are grieving.

Honestly, we have been griev-
ing for a long time. Not because 
we’ve had other deaths in the 
newsroom before. We haven’t, 
thankfully, at least not since I’ve 
been here. But because for the 
past 15 years, we have lost co-
worker after coworker to nu-
merous layoffs and buyouts. And 
that’s a reality not only at the 
IJ, but in newsrooms across the 
country.

More than half the jobs in 
newspapers have disappeared 
since 2001, according to the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics. In the 
last year alone, more than a 
third of U.S. newspapers had at 
least one round of layoffs, and 
almost a quarter of digital news 
outlets experienced the same, 
according to the Pew Research 
Center. Those are just numbers 
to most people, but to the jour-
nalists who have somehow man-
aged to stay employed — the 
survivors — it’s been painful.

We are grieving.
But we keep going. We work 

through holidays and earth-
quakes and wildfires and power 
outages and hurricanes and tor-
nadoes. We even work when 
a gunman bursts into a news-
room and murders five of our 
own. “I can tell you this: We 
are putting out a damn pa-
per,” a Capital Gazette reporter 
tweeted after a gunman did just 
that at his paper this past sum-
mer. And they did.

Our president worries about 
the loss of coal mining jobs and 
has promised to bring them 
back, but more journalists have 
lost their jobs than coal miners.

It’s devastating, and not just 
for the reporters, editors, copy 
editors, designers and photo-
journalists who have lost their 
careers — admittedly low-pay-
ing careers. It’s devastating for 
communities like Marin who 
look to those journalists to keep 
them in the know about local 
elections, city council decisions, 

SO IT GOES

We are 
grieving,  
but we  
keep going
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We work through 
holidays and 
earthquakes and 
wildfires and 
power outages and 
hurricanes and 
tornadoes.
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