
ART

Female 
perspective
The exhibit “Bay 
Area Women Art-
ists,” opens with a 
reception at 5:30 
this afternoon at 
the O’Hanlon Cen-
ter for the Arts at 
616 Throckmorton 
Ave. in Mill Valley. 
Free. 
OHANLONCENTER.ORG 

STORYTELLING

African  
folklore
Storyteller Kirk 
Waller weves tales 
of African folklore 
at 7 tonight at  
the Wu Wei Tea 
Temple at 1820 Sir 
Francis Drake Blvd. 
in Fairfax. Free;  
donations ac-
cepted. 
WUWEITEATEMPLE.COM

MUSIC 

Kings  
of swing
Swing Fever will 
play the classic 
tunes of Duke El-
lington from 7 to 
10 tonight at the 
Panama Hotel and 
Restaurant at 4 
Bayview St. in  
San Rafael. No 
cover
PANAMAHOTEL.COM

TALK 

A truly 
wild life
Lagunitas resident 
Phil Arnot shares 
photos and stories 
from a lifetime of 
wilderness adven-
tures at 7 tonight at 
the Fairfax Library 
at 2097 Sir Francis 
Drake Blvd. in Fair-
fax. Free. 
MARINLIBRARY.ORG

Four things to do today >> 
How to choose the right contractor

Consumer tip 

Time for that summer project but how do 
you choose the right contractor?  
Deal only with licensed contractors. Con-
sumers have little, if any, recourse against an 
unlicensed contractor.
Get at least three bids and ask for customer 

references. Call former customers and ask questions to help 
decide whether the contractor will satisfy your needs. Call the 
Contractors State License Board at 800-321-2752, or go to 
cslb.ca.gov to verify the contractor’s license name and number, 
license status and insurance bonds.
Don’t pay cash, don’t let payments get ahead of the work com-
pleted and don’t pay up front more than 10 percent or $1,000, 
whichever is less, on the full job cost. Require a written contract 
with the contractor’s license on it and don’t sign until you fully 
understand the terms. 
If you have a major project, you may want a performance bond to 
guarantee completion.

MORE INFORMATION AT MARINCOUNTY.ORG/DA OR CALL 415-473-6495

If you’re a parent who has 
ever shopped with young chil-
dren, you know what a night-

mare that can be. 
At any moment 
they might throw 
a full-on down-on-
the-floor scream-
ing temper tan-
trum, or they 
might get lost, or 
they might have 
a bathroom acci-

dent, or they might start fight-
ing with each other, or they 
might break something, or they 
might otherwise act like you 
wish you never had them.

I know; it’s embarrassing, 
horrifying sometimes, and in 
this judgmental time, when 
strangers believe they have a 
right to say something about 
your kids or your parenting or 
often glare at you disapprov-
ingly, it can make a stressed-
out parent — and who isn’t now-
adays? — feel even more ex-
hausted.

I’ve been there.

Racism is 
something white 
people don’t 
generally feel — or 
experience. So we 
can’t possibly know 
what it feels like.

But I’ve never had anyone try 
to kick me out of a store or call 
the police when my kids misbe-
haved.

That wasn’t the O’Neill fam-
ily’s experience while shop-
ping in Sausalito’s Quest Casu-
als clothing store last month. 
They were trying on clothes and 
hats, the store owner got upset, 
told them to leave and, while the 
owner was calling the police, 
Anthony O’Neill’s videocamera 
started rolling.

When he posted it on Face-
book, it went viral.

As a mom of two once-young 
boys myself, I am trying hard 
to understand just what went 
down. If kids are truly making 
a mess or causing a scene or — 
heaven forbid — trying on adult-
sized vests and hats, it’s unpleas-
ant and it should be dealt with, 
but is it a reason to kick them 
out of a shop or call the police?

But, see, the O’Neills are 
black, and as we’ve seen over 
and over in recent months — 
years, if you’ve been paying at-
tention — people are calling the 
police on African-Americans 
who are just going about doing 
their thing and living their lives.

We saw it at a Starbucks in 
Philadelphia, at a barbecue in 
Oakland, outside San Francis-
co’s AT&T Park where an 8-year-
old girl was selling water bot-
tles, at Yale when a student 
fell asleep in her dorm’s com-
mon room, in Missouri when a 
few teens were shopping for the 
prom.

And now we see it in Marin.
No one knows if Hooshang 

Seda, Quest Casuals’ proprieter, 
is racist; he is a man of color 
himself, not that that means 
anything. He denies the incident 
had anything to do with racism, 

SO IT GOES

Shopping 
in Marin, 
with kids 
or black

By Simon Gottschalk
The Conversation

If you regularly watch TV, 
you’ve probably seen a cartoon 
bear pitching you toilet paper, 
a gecko with a British accent 
selling you auto insurance and 
a bunny in sunglasses promot-
ing batteries.

This has always struck me as 
a bit odd. Sure, it makes sense 
to use cartoon characters to 
sell products to kids — a phe-
nomenon that’s been well-doc-
umented.

But why are advertisers using 
the same techniques on adults?

To me, it’s just one symptom 
of a broader trend of infantiliza-
tion in Western culture. It be-
gan before the advent of smart-
phones and social media. But, as 
I argue in my book “The Termi-
nal Self,” our everyday interac-
tions with these computer tech-
nologies have accelerated and 
normalized our culture’s infan-
tile tendencies.

As contemporary 
scholars note, 
however, this 
“infantilist ethos” 
has become less 
charming — and 
more pervasive.

The dictionary defines infan-
tilizing as treating someone “as 
a child or in a way that denies 
their maturity in age or experi-
ence.”

What’s considered age-appro-
priate or mature is obviously 
quite relative. But most societies 
and cultures will deem behav-
iors appropriate for some stages 
of life, but not others.

As the Bible puts it in 1 Cor-
inthians 13:11, “When I was 
a child, I talked like a child, I 
thought like a child, I reasoned 
like a child. When I became a 
man, I put childish ways behind 
me.”

Some psychologists will be 

quick to note that not everyone 
puts their “childish ways” be-
hind them. You can become fix-
ated at a particular stage of de-
velopment and fail to reach an 
age-appropriate level of matu-
rity. When facing unmanage-
able stress or trauma, you can 
even regress to a previous stage 
of development. And psycholo-
gist Abraham Maslow has sug-
gested that spontaneous child-
like behaviors in adults aren’t 
inherently problematic.

Society-wide problem
But some cultural practices 

today routinely infantilize large 
swaths of the population.

We see it in our everyday 
speech, when we refer to grown 
women as “girls”; in how we 
treat senior citizens, when we 
place them in adult care centers 
where they’re forced to surren-
der their autonomy and privacy; 
and in the way school personnel 
and parents treat teenagers, re-

fusing to acknowledge their in-
telligence and need for auton-
omy, restricting their freedom, 
and limiting their ability to en-
ter the workforce.

Can entire societies succumb 
to infantilization?

Frankfurt School scholars 
such as Herbert Marcuse, Erich 
Fromm and other critical theo-
rists suggest that — like individ-
uals — a society can also suffer 
from arrested development.

In their view, adults’ failure to 
reach emotional, social or cogni-
tive maturity is not due to indi-
vidual shortcomings. Rather, it 
is socially engineered.

Visiting America in 1946, 
French anthropologist Claude 
Lévi-Strauss commented on the 
endearingly infantile traits of 
American culture. He especially 
noted adults’ childish adulation 
of baseball, their passionate ap-
proach to toy-like cars and the 
amount of time they invested in 
hobbies.

As contemporary scholars 
note, however, this “infantilist 
ethos” has become less charm-
ing — and more pervasive.

Researchers on both sides of 
the Atlantic have observed how 
this ethos has now crept into a 
vast range of social spheres.

Increased monitoring
In many workplaces, manag-

ers can now electronically mon-
itor their employees, many of 
whom work in open spaces with 
little personal privacy. As soci-
ologist Gary T. Marx observed, 
it creates a situation in which 
workers feel that managers ex-
pect them “to behave irrespon-
sibly, to take advantage, and to 
screw up unless they remove all 
temptation, prevent them from 
doing so or trick or force them 
to do otherwise.”

Much has been written about 
higher education’s tendency to 
infantilize its students, whether 
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Many cultural practices today are infantilizing large swaths of population
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Smartphones endorse self-centeredness and inflated exhibitionism. 

COURTESY OF COSMOPOLITAN OF LAS VEGAS

Tourist destinations like Las Vegas market excess, indulgence and freedom from responsibility in 
casino environments that conjure memories of childhood fantasies, and that has impacted everything 
from planned communities to architecture to contemporary art.

Vicki Larson, vlarson@marinij.
com; Colleen Bidwill,  
calendar@marinij.com.
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