
The Marin Chapter of the San Francisco Opera Guild’s Champagne Gala at the 
San Domenico School’s Hall of the Arts in San Anselmo raised more than $3,000. 
The event was attended by 125 people, including Bonnie and Skip Hunter, and Sally 
DiDomenico, all of Novato; Vivienne Miller and Tenki Davis, both of Mill Valley; 
Russ Wallace, Jo Richman, Camille Morishige, and Mark and Kay Noguchi, all of 
San Rafael; Annette Miller, of Fairfax; Shirley Lamere, of San Anselmo; Pat Rees-
Miller, of Tiburon, and Anne Zucchi, of Larkspur.

The Marin Center for Independent Living’s Writer’s Workshop at Isobel Wiener’s 
home in San Anselmo raised more than $1,500. The event was attended by 12 peo-
ple, including Kamille Caple and Dixie James, both of San Rafael; Kathleen Wood-
cock and Libbi Keating, both of Greenbrae; Isobel Wiener, of San Anselmo; Kevin 
Tinto, of Tiburon, and Myles Knapp, of Novato. 

If you have news about the fundraising and benefit scene in Marin County or 
about an event that just took place, email calendar@marinij.com. Please send 
high-resolution (300 dpi, 2 MB) JPG photos no later than 9 a.m. on the Monday 
immediately following your event. Please identify the names and towns of everyone 
in each photo (from left), and give us a photo credit for the photographer. Please 
tell us how much money your organization raised and how many people attended 
your event.
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Cooling the North Bay
For more than four de-
cades, the Marin Ice Co., 
along with the San Rafael 
Ice Co., supplied all of the 
North Bay with ice to cool 
food and beverages for pri-
vate homes and commer-
cial firms. The delivery of 
ice was an important and 
thriving business before 
the advent of inexpensive 
refrigeration units, and the 
almost daily arrival of the 
iceman was a fixture of 
early 20th century life. 
Sic Herzog, San Rafael’s 
first elected mayor and 
founder of the first certi-
fied dairy in Marin, owned 
and operated the Marin Ice 
Co. on the present site of 
United Liquors at the west 
end of San Rafael. The 
company owned a fleet of 
trucks that made deliver-
ies as far north as Napa 
County. In 1937 Herzog’s 
company also installed 
an ice “slot machine” 

that allowed customers 
to purchase and carry 
away 25- and 50-pound 
blocks of ice from the 
premises 24 hours a day. 
As personal refrigerators 
became more affordable, 
the Marin Ice Co. also 
went into the business of 
renting refrigeration units 
to customers for as low as 
$1.70 a month to remain 
competitive. 
Longtime and well-known 
resident Pete Ostaggi, who 
had emigrated from Italy in 
1920, lived with his family 
on Clorinda Street in San 
Rafael. He is listed in the 
1930 census as a truck 
driver for an ice company 
providing a reasonable date 
for this photograph. Sig 
Herzog died in 1953 and a 
year later, with ice delivery 
no longer a profitable busi-
ness, Marin Independent 
Journal ads were listing 
the Marin Ice Co. property 
for rent. Ostaggi fulfilled 
his American Dream by 

becoming a leading citizen 
and business owner in his 
adopted country and town. 
He was a member of the 
Elks and Kiwanis Clubs, 
served as a boxing com-
missioner for the county, 
and endeared himself to 
generations of Marinites by 
opening and operating the 
West End Villa restaurant 
at Second and G streets 
in San Rafael. The Villa 
was known for its friendly, 
family atmosphere, and its 
delicious Italian food, es-
pecially the crab cioppino 
that was featured every 
Friday night for decades.

History Watch is 
written by Scott 
Fletcher, a volunteer 
at the Marin History 
Museum, marinhistory.
org. Images included 
in History Watch are 
available for purchase 
by calling 415-382-1182 
or by email at info@
marinhistory.org.

History watch

By Samantha 
Winegarner
IJ correspondent

While dogs and cats still 
remain the most popular 
companion animals, an in-
creasing number of people 
are keeping reptiles and 
amphibians as pets. Gener-
ally hypoallergenic, quiet, 
clean and relatively unde-
manding, they’re popular 
with allergy sufferers, peo-
ple living in small spaces 
and those with busy work 
schedules. With careful 
consideration and appro-
priate accommodations, 
reptiles and amphibians 
can be a fascinating and re-
warding alternative.

But before adopting a 
reptile or amphibian (also 
known as “herps”), it’s im-
portant to take into account 
several important factors:

Commitment
Most reptiles and am-

phibians are long-lived. 
Some lizards can live more 
than 20 years and a few 
species of snakes have bro-
ken the 40-year mark. Tur-
tles and tortoises can often 
live 50 to 100 years or more! 
Be prepared to take care of 
your pets for their entire 
life, not just until you or 
your child becomes bored 
with them.

Adult size
That cute little baby 

green iguana will soon be 
more than 5 feet long and 
that golf ball-sized Spurred 
Tortoise will eventually 
tip the scales at more than 
100 pounds. Research the 
growth potential of the herp 
you’re considering and its 
future space requirements. 
There are many species that 
stay small, and a few that 
grow extremely large.

Cost
The often elaborate en-

closure requirements for 
reptiles and amphibians 
can make initial setup ex-
pensive. Large terrariums, 
special heating and light-
ing equipment, specific 
substrates and cage decor 
can add up quickly. Veter-
inary care is also consider-
ably higher priced for exot-
ics, so be prepared to spend 
and keep some money set 
aside for emergencies.

Expectations

While many herps tol-
erate handling, they don’t 
relish it and will not seek 
out affection like a dog or a 
cat. Herps are, however, fas-
cinating to watch and their 
behaviors are unique. They 
have their own personal-
ities and can be enjoyable 
in their own quiet way.

Research
If, after careful consid-

eration, you believe a rep-
tile or amphibian is right 
for you, the next step is to 
do your homework, and lots 
of it. There are hundreds of 
species and all have spe-
cific and diverse care needs. 
Cage size, temperature and 
humidity requirements, 
necessary furnishings and 
proper diet vary greatly, 
and it’s crucial for your 
herp’s health that you pro-
vide them with appropriate 
accommodations. The in-
ternet is the most extensive 
and up-to-date resource for 
reptile and amphibian care, 
but take caution, as there’s 
also a great deal of incorrect 
and contradictory informa-
tion. Looking at as many 
websites and forums as you 
can find, reading recently 
published books and speak-
ing with experienced keep-
ers is the best way to filter 
out the good from the bad 
and give you a complete and 
balanced understanding.

Adopt don’t shop
The reptile and amphib-

ian trade is big business — 
and notoriously cruel. It’s 

morphed from brick-and-
mortar shops to large-
scale online sales. The lat-
ter even includes overnight 
shipping of these delicate 
creatures. According to 
the New York Times, “on 
their journey to your liv-
ing room, reptiles and am-
phibians first survive un-
regulated and sometimes 
illegal methods of capture 
or breeding, housing and 
transportation.” In 2012, 
Marin Humane was in-
volved with an investiga-
tion at a large-scale whole-
sale distributor, which un-
covered inhumane and 
unsafe conditions result-
ing in the suffering and 
death of tens of thousands 
of these animals. There 
are some reputable breed-
ers but as always, it’s im-
portant to do your due dil-
igence — for your sake and 
the animal’s.

Marin Humane often 
has reptiles and amphibi-
ans available for adoption 
and our staff can help you 
welcome a herp friend into 
your life.

Samantha Winegarner is 
the animal care manager 
at Marin Humane which 
contributes Tails of Marin 
articles and welcomes 
animal-related questions 
and stories about the 
people and animals in 
our community. Go to 
marinhumane.org, Twitter.
com/marinhumane, 
or email lbloch@
marinhumane.org.
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Herps gain favor as pets, but it’s 
important to understand what’s involved
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An increasing number of people are keeping reptiles and 
amphibians as pets. 

Marin Humane often has reptiles 
and amphibians available for 
adoption and our staff can help you 
welcome a herp friend into your life.

it ’s through monitor-
ing their social media ac-
counts, guiding their every 
step, or promoting “safe 
spaces” on campus.

Meanwhile, tourist des-
tinations like Las Vegas 
market excess, indulgence 
and freedom from respon-
sibility in casino environ-
ments that conjure memo-
ries of childhood fantasies: 
the Old West, medieval cas-
tles and the circus. Schol-
ars have also explored how 
this form of Las Vegas-style 
“Disneyfication” has left its 
stamp on planned commu-
nities, architecture and 
contemporary art.

Then we’ve witnessed 
the rise of a “therapy cul-
ture,” which, as sociologist 
Frank Furedi warns treats 
adults as vulnerable, weak 
and fragile, while implying 
that their troubles rooted in 
childhood qualify them for 
a “permanent suspension 
of moral sense.” He argues 
that this absolves grown-
ups from adult responsibil-
ities and erodes their trust 
in their own experiences 
and insights.

Researchers in Russia 
and Spain have even iden-
tified infantilist trends in 
language, andFrench so-
ciologist Jacqueline Ba-
rus-Michel observes that 
we now communicate in 
“flashes,” rather than via 
thoughtful discourse — 

“poorer, binary, similar to 
computer language, and 
aiming to shock.”

Others have noted sim-
ilar trends in popular cul-
ture — in the shorter sen-
tencesin contemporary 
novels, in the lack of so-
phistication in political 
rhetoric and in sensation-
alist cable news coverage.

High-tech pacifiers
While scholars such as 

James Côté and Gary Cross 
remind us that infantilizing 
trends began well before 
our current moment, I be-
lieve our daily interactions 
with smartphones and so-
cial media are so pleasur-
able precisely because they 
normalize and gratify in-
fantile dispositions.

They endorse self-cen-
teredness and inflated ex-
hibitionism. They promote 
an orientation towards the 
present, rewarding impul-
sivity and celebrating con-
stant and instant gratifica-
tion.

They flatter our needs 
for visibility and provide us 
with 24/7 personalized at-
tention, while eroding our 
ability to empathize with 
others.

Whether we use them 
for work or pleasure, our 
devices also foster a sub-
missive attitude. In or-
der to take advantage of 
all they offer, we have to 
surrender to their require-
ments, agreeing to “terms” 
we do not understand and 
handing over stores of per-
sonal data.

Indeed, the routine and 
aggressive ways our devices 
violate our privacy via sur-
veillance automatically de-
prive us of this fundamen-
tal adult right.

While we might find it 
trivial or amusing, the in-
fantilist ethos becomes es-
pecially seductive in times 
of social crises and fear. 
And its favoring of simple, 
easy and fast betrays natu-
ral affinities for certain po-
litical solutions over others.

And typically not intelli-
gent ones.

Democratic policymak-
ing requires debate, de-
mands compromise and in-
volves critical thinking. It 
entails considering differ-
ent viewpoints, anticipat-
ing the future, and compos-
ing thoughtful legislation.

What’s a fast, easy and 
simple alternative to this 
political process? It’s not dif-
ficult to imagine an infan-
tile society being attracted 
to authoritarian rule.

Unfortunately, our social 
institutions and technolog-
ical devices seem to erode 
hallmarks of maturity: pa-
tience, empathy, solidarity, 
humility and commitment 
to a project greater than 
oneself.

All are qualities that 
have traditionally been 
considered essential for 
both healthy adulthood 
and for the proper func-
tioning of democracy.

This article was 
originally published on 
the Conversation. 
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Marin Ice Co., a fixture of early 20th century life
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Marin Ice Co. with driver Pete Ostaggi, circa 1930.

instead saying O’Neill’s 
girls — ages 6 and 4 — 
were trying on expen-
sive adult items “that did 
not fit their age” and that 
were then dragged on the 
floor, and that they were 
“disturbing the orderly 
manner which we have 
maintained at this place 
of business for [sic] very 
long time.”

But, as O’Neill says, “it 
felt like racism to me.”

And racism is some-
thing white people don’t 
generally feel — or experi-
ence. So we can’t possibly 
know what it feels like. I 
trust O’Neill when he says 
he does.

“Retail settings are of-
ten sites where anti-black 
bias is made evident, re-

quiring black shoppers 
to navigate racial hier-
archies while procuring 
goods,” writes sociologist 
Cassi Pittman in a paper, 
“Shopping While Black.” 
“Discrimination alters the 
experience of shopping, 
arguably raising the costs 
and reducing the rewards 
derived from consump-
tion.”

Even President Obama 
has felt that bias, saying, 
“There are very few Afri-
can-American men in this 
country who haven’t had 
the experience of being 
followed when they were 
shopping in a department 
store. That includes me.”

OK, maybe the incident 
had nothing to do with 
racism. Maybe O’Neill’s 
girls were being total dis-
orderly brats, as 4- and 
6-year-olds can be when 
they’re tired or cranky or 
hungry or bored or seek-

ing attention. Still, if that 
truly was the case, there 
were myriad ways to han-
dle it other than the way 
Seda chose.

Because if you are 
white and you’ve shopped 
with your bratty kids, 
please ask yourself — how 
many times did you get 
kicked out? How many 
times did the police get 
called?

Yeah, I thought so. Me 
neither.

Vicki Larson is an author 
and has been an award-
winning lifestyles editor, 
writer and columnist 
at the IJ since 2004. 
She has worked as an 
editor in Santa Rosa, 
Petaluma, Walnut Creek, 
San Francisco, Napa and 
Miami. Reach the author 
at vlarson@marinij.com 
or follow Vicki on Twitter: 
@omgchronicles
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