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with facts, figures, computer
modeling and law books.
The other side offered, well, a

lot of emotion. One literally
broke into tears. If they had
data, most of it was outdated.
After two 10-hour days of testi-
mony, some observations:

A The final 90 minutes were
crucial, but centered on arcane
details. Dorene D’Adamo – the
only board member who com-
bines a farming background and
deep water-policy expertise –
started questioning staff about
the rules around “carryover”
storage. She worried about lan-
guage suggesting the state could
take over operations of the res-
ervoirs, resulting in zero water
for farmers – especially in
drought years. Who decides
how much to store, she asked. A
staff member answered it would
be up to a committee that in-
cludes water board staff, water

F or those in the envi-
ronmental movement,
the State Water Re-
sources Control Board

hearings Tuesday and Wednes-
day were like an episode of
“Friends,” all warm, witty wel-
comes. For the people from the
Northern San Joaquin Valley, it
was like watching the movie
“Defending Your Life.”
The water board is consid-

ering a long-awaited staff plan
to send 40 to 50 percent of the
Stanislaus, Tuolumne and
Merced rivers to the ocean.
Such flows, say those testifying
from this region, would be ut-
terly destructive – killing jobs,
forcing farmers to fallow fields
and vastly diminishing the serv-
ices public officials can provide.
They backed up their warnings

district employees and, possibly,
others. Like professional envi-
ronmentalists.
Carryover is essential for

farmers and fish. Fail to store
enough, and a dry year means
dead crops. Drain the reservoirs
too low, and the water left be-
hind gets warm; salmon die in
warm water. So D’Adamo asked

again, “How much carryover?”
She never got a real answer.

A Turlock ID’s Steve Boyd told
the board that under the plan’s
carryover requirements, thou-
sands of farmers would have had
no water in 2014 and 2015.

A Turns out, there are no

OUR VIEW

Why have hearings
if state water board
isn’t going to listen?

BY THEMODESTO BEE EDITORIAL
BOARD

MIKE DUNBAR mdunbar@modbee.com

The Tuolumne River flows from near its headwaters in Tuolumne
Meadows in Yosemite National Park. The river looks placid and
languid on an August day, but it provides drinking water for millions
and food for millions more.

SEE OUR VIEW, 2B

D ear Editor of The Los
Angeles Times,
We know opinion

journalists often draw
different conclusions from the
same facts. But we have some
problems with both the conclu-
sions you’ve drawn and the
“facts” you cited in your edi-
torial, “Letting California’s
rivers run isn’t a ‘water grab’.”
After chiding San Francisco

over insufficient environmental
karma, you turned your pious
gaze on us Valley yokels. You
chastised us for being unwilling
to save the rivers that have
nourished us – and you, through
our vegetables, melons, wines,
nuts, cheese, tree fruit, etc. You
portrayed us as part of a villai-
nous “agribusiness,” perhaps
not realizing the average farm
size in Stanislaus County is 175
acres, and three quarters of all
farms here are under 100 acres.
For that matter, why is “big ag”

any greedier than big movies,
big bio-tech or big banking,
some of your big industries?
Relying on your great know-

ledge of farming economics,
you advised us to grow “less
thirsty” crops – a cheap shot at
all the almonds we grow. Did
you realize that two crops of
corn (the norm) requires more
water than a single crop of al-
monds? That it takes more
water to produce your $100
jeans than it does to fill a bag of
almonds of the same weight?
Then you blame diversions

from the Tuolumne for crippling
“the state’s once great ocean
fishing fleets and seafood pro-
cessors.” That’s my favorite.
Usually, your writers accompa-
ny such statements by citing a
study that said commercial
salmon fishing was a $1.4 billion
per year business. That number
came from a company specializ-
ing in studies for environmental
groups. In the year cited, Cali-
fornia commercial fishers
caught 1,032,000 pounds of
salmon. You think a pound of
salmon generates $1,400 in
economic activity?
Apparently, you take every-

thing said by the State Water
Resources Control Board as
gospel. Chairwoman Felicia
Marcus is smart, quick-witted
and was once one of your city’s
bureaucrats before going to
work for the oh-so-altruistic
Natural Resources Defense
Council (never mind allegations

of sue-and-settle tactics and a
$50 million payroll). She and
former water board staffer Tam
Doduc wouldn’t possibly color
the facts, leave out pertinent
data, discard valid peer-re-
viewed science and link one
arm with professional envi-
ronmentalists and the other
with Beverly Hills farmers and
developers to move water south.
Then you bow your head and

admit Los Angeles once sinned
against nature, draining Owens
Valley and the Mono basin. You
don’t mention that you’ve only
recently been forced to stop
taking more than your share of
the Colorado River.
Is that why you want more

from the Delta? You said as
much in April when you insisted
Gov. Jerry Brown’s tunnels be
built. By portraying some of
California’s poorest and har-

Would you like some
facts, or do you prefer
to remain all wet?

PAUL KITAGAKI JR. pkitagaki@sacbee.com

Hundreds of farmers attend the “Stop The State Water Grab” rally on Monday, protesting a state plan to restrict water deliveries on the
Tuolumne, Stanislaus and Merced rivers.

BY MIKE DUNBAR
mdunbar@modbee.com

SEE DUNBAR, 2B

W hatever day you
are reading this,
it is June 1973 in
Washington. A

lawyer close to the president
has turned decisively and
damagingly against him. Tes-
tifying before a Senate com-
mittee investigating the Wa-
tergate scandal, John Dean
described a high-level cover-
up, including the use of hush
money, designed to influence
the outcome of the 1972 presi-
dential election. And he iden-
tified President Nixon as part
of that criminal conspiracy.
In the course of Michael

Cohen’s guilty plea, a lawyer
close to the president admitted
his part in a high-level cover-
up, including the use of hush
money, designed to influence
the 2016 election. And he ac-
cused President Trump of
directing this legal violation.
This is different from our

daily dose of the president’s
outrageous tweets and attacks.
It is an inflection point in the
Trump presidency. He has
been credibly accused, not of
violating civic norms, but of
personal involvement in crimi-
nal law breaking. If Trump
were not currently the presi-
dent, he might well be indicted,
convicted and face jail time.
His violation of civic norms,

by the way, is not a minor
matter. The payment to Stormy
Daniels was made 11 days prior
to the election. This timing
indicates, not the prevention of
personal mortification, but an
attempt to deny voters relevant
information. As a result, the
2016 presidential election will
always have an asterisk – “out-
come may have been influ-
enced by Russian hacking and
campaign fraud.”
There is, again, a cancer on

the presidency. But the com-
parison to Watergate offers a
caution to the advocates of
impeachment. Dean’s testi-
mony was not enough. Many
dismissed it as the words of a
disgruntled employee.
It took a series of devel-

opments to turn the public
decisively against Nixon. It
was the White House re-
cordings that sealed the presi-
dent’s fate – including the
tape on which he said he
could raise $1 million in hush
money. It took the firing of
the special prosecutor, Archi-
bald Cox (whom Nixon later
referred to as the “partisan
viper we had planted in our
bosom”). And the resignation
of Vice President Spiro Ag-
new. And the allegations of
tax evasion. And the missing
18.5 minutes on the tapes.
And “expletives deleted.” And
“I am not a crook.”
It was only in June 1974 that

a majority of Americans
thought Nixon should resign
or be impeached.
Removing a president re-

quires not a nasty legal storm,
but a hurricane. And the presi-
dent has a political base – fed
on a Fox News diet – that
might be impossible to unroot.
Yet Trump still has serious
cause for worry:

A The Cohen wildcard is
not yet fully played. Cohen’s
lawyer, Lanny Davis, hints
that his client might be keep-
ing some revelations in re-
serve. What does he know
about potential irregularities
at the Trump Foundation?
About possible advance know-
ledge of Russian hacking?

A There is still a chance
Trump’s former campaign

A cancer
on the
presidency

BYMICHAEL GERSON
Washington Post Writers Group

SEE GERSON, 3B
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Get to know issues
and candidates
It’s easy to get all caught

up with the TV ads, news
articles and people’s opin-
ions, but when it comes
down to whom to vote for
in November it should be
about the issues. Let’s face
it, what people should
really want is someone
who will go to Washington
and represent them.
Every area of the coun-

try has their own issues,
and it’s the responsibility
of elected official to work
to resolve them. Josh Har-
der is running for Con-
gress to represent the
people of the Valley and
knows the issues. For the
last year he has been
meeting with voters every
week. He has met with
groups from all over the
district, knocking on doors
and even holding rallies in
driveways. He knows the

issues because, unlike our
current representative, he
has been listening to you.
Before deciding whom

to vote for in November
because they represent
one political party or an-
other, why not take the
time to meet face to face
with the candidates. Josh
will have held 16 town hall
meetings before the elec-
tion, and he wants to meet
as many voters as possible.
It’s your right to choose
who represents you.

– James Nelson, Tracy

Escalon officer did
the right thing

Re “Modesto, Stanislaus
County put Escalon on
notice over report of
homeless dumping” (Page
1A, Aug. 22): What would
Miss Manners say to all
this? Instead of bashing
the police officer, the po-

lice officer should have
been shown some appre-
ciation for doing a good
deed. This officer was
simply doing what any
Good Samaritan would do
by offering a helping hand
to those in need. If it was
not the police officer, it
would have been a taxi or
a passer-by helping this
couple. We are taught to
give a helping hand in the
society we live in. Other-
wise we become uncaring,
cold, indifferent; people
who do not care if a person
dies in the heat or shivers
in the cold in rags.

– Anna Bennett, Delhi

Harder was a
no-show on water

In every campaign there
are turning-point moments
that greatly affect the
outcome. We may have
just seen such a moment

on Monday from Josh
Harder. He chose not to
show up at both the water
rally in Sacramento and a
Farm Bureau debate in
San Joaquin County. By
contrast, Denham was at
both events.
Harder showed protect-

ing our water is not even
close to one of his top
priorities. With the state
water grab threatening the
very existence of our com-
munity someone who can’t
even show up to bipartisan
water rally, or engage with
those whose jobs depend
on water, is not a viable
candidate for our commu-
nity.

– Ryan McDonough, Ripon

Make America sane
again; vote Harder

It is time for Jeff Den-
ham to admit his loyalty is
attached to Donald
Trump, not to his constitu-
ents. Not once has Den-
ham called out the sitting
president for his lies and
filth-filled actions. He has
remained silent, thereby
making himself a support-
er of Trump’s assault on
women, love for Russia
and its crimes against
humanity, destruction of
access to quality health-
care for all, and disdain for
civil discourse and con-
duct.
I don’t want this kind of

man to represent me for
anything. That’s why I’m
voting for Josh Harder.
Let’s remove the morally
corrupt individuals from
Washington and make

America sane again.
– Michael Sundquist,

Modesto

Protecting
Medicare and
Social Security

Social Security has been
helping workers for 83
years. It is not a govern-
ment hand-out, but a pro-
gram we build during our
years as workers. It is an
essential element of retire-
ment for many of us, and
we own a part of this pro-
gram. This summer Medi-
care turned 53, and both
these programs have been
declared solvent by trust-
ees.
These programs have

been attacked by a Repub-
lican-led Congress. The
programs we have paid
into are under siege. Jeff
Denham’s destructive
voting record in the House
is close to 100 percent in
support of GOP policies.
Voters in November need
to choose a representative
who works for the people
instead of for the wealthy.
Josh Harder is a long-time
member of our communi-
ty. He has been holding
town hall meetings
throughout CA-10 for the
public to hear his deep-
rooted values of communi-
ty service and economic
justice.
Josh is holding 16 town

halls in 16 Weeks before
the election. Go to
www.harderforcongress.
com/16-town-halls-in-
16-weeks/ to find the next
one. I’m voting in Novem-

ber for Josh Harder.
– Lynn Sarraille, Turlock

Why aren’t you
marching yet?

Taking children as
young as 1-year-old away
from parents? I am against
illegal immigration, but I
remember pictures and
newsreels of children
being pulled away from
parents during Hitler’s
reign of terror. Why aren’t
Americans marching in
the streets? How far will
Donald Trump and Jeff
Sessions go? How would
we grieve if our children
were taken and then just
disappeared? How will
they ever be reunited with
their families?
The government can’t

locate hundreds of chil-
dren separated from par-
ents. These acts are taking
America into the darkest,
most anti-democratic and
cruelest moment in mod-
ern history. Trump, Ses-
sions, Kristen Nielsen and
John Kelly all must be
made accountable.
A deep sickness per-

vades our country. Is it too
late for Americans to stand
up? No! We are well on
our way to becoming Hit-
ler’s amoral Germany. Pay
attention! The good Ger-
man people ignored what
was happening. Americans
must stop this evil. In
1948, I was 15. I am now
88. The handwriting is on
the wall.

– Joan Krajnovich,
Copperopolis
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A Doug Obegi, who
works for board Chairwo-
man Felicia Marcus’ form-
er employer, the Natural
Resources Defense Coun-
cil, insisted fish must have
50 percent flows. Any-
thing less, he said, and the
board will “watch the
Delta and species dis-
appear forever.” But the
rivers where fish are re-
bounding are mostly man-
aged by water districts.
Obegi must have fish and
farmers confused.

A The live feed went
dark near the end of the
second day. What you
missed, said those still
there, was board member
Steve Moore saying if they
hadn’t promised to put off
a vote he would make a
motion to accept the staff
proposal that minute. Tam
Doduc said she would
second it. Why have hear-
ings when board members
decide before arriving?

A Tim O’Laughlin, who
has represented several of
our region’s irrigation

longer specific goals for
fish populations. Instead,
the state will monitor
water temperature, flood-
plain development and
water velocity. Without
numbers, there’s no way
to tell when you’ve suc-
ceeded or failed. That
might be the point. The
state can forever move the
goalposts. Put simply,
farmers can’t win.

A John Swiegard,
Merced ID’s GM, looked
for common ground:
“We’re reasonable people,
willing to participate in
reasonable solutions we
believe in,” he said. “I
drive an electric car, I
have fake grass.” But he
noted “huge errors” in the
state’s plan, which em-
phasizes those changeable
“conditions” over fish
salmon counts. “We’re
willing to do our part, but
from what I’ve seen this
biological monitoring
thing is getting way out of
control. … Let’s do the
basic things first.”

districts, was asked by
Marcus why he no longer
appears before her board.
“I became frustrated,” he
answered. “It’s hard to
keep talking to people
when you see no reciproc-
ity.” Perhaps he’s already
met Moore and Doduc.

A Chuck Bonham, di-
rector of the Department
of Water Resources, had a
lot of nice things to say to
the board and all who
spoke. Then he said this:
“Water matters to all of
us. We need to get over
fighting over who it mat-
ters to the most.”
For Bonham, not having

water means his car stays
dirty, his lawn turns
brown. If a Modesto farm-
er doesn’t have water, it
means the 50 acres of
almonds turn to twigs and
the bank doesn’t get paid.
Maybe her kids won’t go
to college and the two
employees who have been
with her for 15 years will
no longer have a job or
health benefits.
Water matters here.

The board votes on
Nov. 7. By that time
they’re all likely to learn
exactly how much.

FROM PAGE 1B

OUR VIEW
dest-laboring people as
greedy fish-killers, do you
figure you’ll use the water
more wisely?
If you really, truly want

to help the Delta and save
salmon, you can. All you
have to do is turn off
those Delta pumps once in
awhile.
Instead, you complain

that our rivers are some-
times reduced “to a mere
trickle.” Did you bother to
check? At the height of
summer, the “mere trick-
le” coming out of Tulloch
Reservoir on the
Stanislaus was 1,642 cubic
feet (12,282 gallons) per
second on Thursday; it
was 1,891 cfs (14,441 gal-
lons) on the Tuolumne,
and 1,696 cfs on the
Merced. Some of that is
going for irrigation, but
most is staying in the
rivers.
If we increased the

instream flows by 60
percent tomorrow, only
around 2,100 cubic feet
per second of additional

water would enter the
Delta. Sounds like a lot,
until you compare it to the
amount leaving the Delta.
Since 1991, your giant

pumps have been sending
up to 15,000 cubic feet
per second down two
man-made rivers toward
Los Angeles. That’s when
the Delta started getting
saltier. By 2009, the Na-
tional Marine Fisheries
Services was blaming
water exports for killing
the fish.
By the way, how’s the

fishing in that cement
ditch you call the Los
Angeles River?
We are restoring our

rivers, using wastewater
for farming and vastly
improving irrigation
techniques. We don’t
mind reasonably increas-
ing flows, but that alone
won’t work.
Just ask renowned sci-

entist Peter Moyle, who
blogged in the midst of
the water board hearings,
“increased flows are not

likely to increase (salmon)
survival.”
Or ask equally

renowned scientist Jay
Lund, who said relying on
flows to fix any river’s
problems is “scientifically
lazy.”
Read the peer-reviewed

study that found salmon
prefer mid-range, not
massive, river flows.
Check the irrigation

districts who built restora-
tion projects on the
Stanislaus that already
have resulted in a three-
fold increase in salmon
without additional flows.
Or ask the state reg-

ulators who want to con-
trol our rivers how they
managed to kill thousands
of salmon on the Sacra-
mento River in 2014 and
trout on the Stanislaus in
2016.
Next time you set about

burnishing your green
cred by attacking us,
check the facts. They’re
fascinating.

Mike Dunbar is editorial
page editor of The Modesto
Bee and Merced Sun-Star.
209-578-2325,
mdunbar@modbee.com.

FROM PAGE 1B

DUNBAR

Trump’s “fake news,” is the
“free press”
“Get the people by the b---s and their

hearts and minds will follow.”
Sounds like a quote by Donald Trump,

aka the President, doesn’t it? But no, it’s
actually a quote from the Pentagon Pa-
pers, written over 50 years ago. In case
you have forgotten, or are too young to
know, the Pentagon Papers were a series
of classified documents detailing how
our government lied to the American
people for decades about the real rea-
sons for our involvement in the Vietnam
war and why it continued for so many
years killing so many of our brave, loyal,
dedicated military personnel men and
women .
Who was it that alerted the people of

this country to the disgraceful acts of
government officials?
It was the “Fake News.” Newspapers

like the New York Times, Washington
Post; newspapers in Chicago, LA and
Boston. Think about this the next time
Trump complains about the “Fake
News.” They’re also known as the “Free
Press” – and they’re doing a job protect-
ed by our Constitution.
Reporting the news of our country, our

government and the world to you and I –
aka the people.
Complain about the news media all

you want. It’s your right, after all. But
without a free press, who can say what
the United States of America would be.
Many different things to be sure, but
certainly not free.

– William Parkhurst, Modesto

Resist the dying of the light
Re “Trump must end his war on

journalists” (Page 6A, Aug. 16): On Aug.
16, something unprecedented occurred.
Over 100 national newspapers, including
The Modesto Bee, defended themselves
against the President of the United
States for using their First Amendment
rights to uphold the pillars of our democ-
racy. It is sadly ironic that this president
uses his own free speech rights to vi-
ciously attack the very institution, the
Fourth Estate, that helps assure our own
citizens’ rights to free speech and their
right to know. Autocrat wannabes like
Trump have done this throughout histo-
ry. The first casualty of their rule is the
destruction of a free press.
President Trump’s serial lying and

boorish belligerence toward the press is
profoundly disturbing and dangerous.
He is amazingly ignorant about how our
republic actually functions. With his
false charges of fake news and his stok-
ing of irrationality, he has planted the
seeds for the destruction of one of our
most cherished institutions whose func-
tion is to seek the truth and provide
transparency to counter the ever-present
tendencies of those in power to conceal
what they are doing from the public.
Even with its inadequacies, our form

of government, an historic miracle, can
be destroyed from within. Resist the
dying of the light!

– James Costello, Ceres

Why we still need the real
news and real reporters
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A t one large-scale politi-
cal event I attended
within the last year, I
was booed. At another

I was bored. Which one do you
think was worse?
The Republican’s Lincoln Day

Dinner last April (an odd month
to celebrate, considering Lin-
coln was assassinated in April)
attracted police, TV cameras,
the FBI and dozens of protesters
outside Modesto’s Centre Plaza.
That’s because Ann Coulter was
inside. The Bee had angered
many in the audience of 650
that night by wondering what
they found entertaining about
an antagonistic, divisive, profes-
sional racist. The boos and in-
sults I got were expected.

Last Friday, I went to the
third and final debate hosted by
the Central Valley Democratic
Club. With people filling each of
the 444 seats in the Gallo Cen-
ter’s smaller theater, and 60
more sent down the block to
overflow seating, Democrats
were delighted with the turnout.
My guess is that Republican

Rep. Jeff Denham, if he was
paying attention, was delighted,
too. Why? Because despite the
anti-Denham crowd, lots of
booing and a few insults, this
event was, well ... boring. Ex-
cept when it was aggravating.
When an event is scheduled

to start at 7 p.m., it’s boring to
wait until 7:30 for someone to
take the stage. That’s how long
it took for the MC to arrive. She
needed another 30 minutes to

ask the audience to turn off
their phones, not to cheer, not
to boo, to get involved in poli-
tics, to donate money and then
to explain, in detail, how candi-
dates receive party endorse-
ments. When the national an-
them singer finally got onto the
stage, she had forgotten the
words to the song.
A full hour after its scheduled

start, the “debate” finally began,
with candidates coming up two at
a time. Each got 2 minutes to
make their points and another
minute to rebut the other candi-
date’s argument. But it’s hardly a
debate when the candidates
agree on virtually everything.
All in favor of LGBTQ rights?

Aye!
More diversity in elections?

Yes!

Racism? Bad!
A woman’s right to choose

abortion? Hear, hear.
Each of the six candidates

were assured of getting to an-
swer six questions, meaning
each spoke 18 minutes on the
issues plus a 2-minute introduc-
tion and 3 minutes for closing
remarks – or 23 minutes in total.
The MC took longer than that to
explain the rules.
There had been two prior

debates (in Turlock and Tracy),
with each debate having a sep-
arate focus. The good stuff –
health care, infrastructure, tax-
es, education, etc. – had already
been covered. This debate was
about cultural issues. It seemed
like a contest to see who could
sound the most “politically
correct.”

Each candidate took well-
placed shots at Denham, but the
audience itself was the angriest
at the incumbent. Chants of
“Dump Denham!” rang out
prior to the show.
Considering the verbal beat-

ing he got, what possibly could
have delighted Denham?
Upon leaving, people were

given a chance to mark a slip of
paper with their favorite candi-
date. TJ Cox (like Denham, a
transplant to the region) got the
most votes with 120. Josh Har-
der had 62 followed by Virginia
Madueño with 51; nurses Sue
Zwahlen and Dotty Nygard had
58 between them and Mateo
Bedolla got 2 (perhaps explain-
ing why the Tracy man dropped
out on Friday). The audience
probably got it right, based on
the answers we heard and the
ability of each candidate to
connect.
But what happened to the

other 210 voters?
Organizers said 504 people

were seated in the two venues;

Boo me, cheer me, chew me
out ... just don’t bore me

BYMIKE DUNBAR
mdunbar@modbee.com

SEE DUNBAR, 2B

T he opioid epidemic is
now a full-blown na-
tional crisis, yet the
federal government

continues to dawdle.
President Donald Trump

declared opioid addiction a
public health emergency, and
he talks a tough game. But he
has not taken forceful action. If
he will not lead, Congress must
– and now, before the crisis
grows worse.
Opioid overdose deaths rose

28 percent in 2016, to 42,000
men, women and children.
Some 2.6 million more Amer-
icans are addicted to opioids,
and communities in every re-
gion of the country are suffering
from the resulting trauma.
Largely as a result, life expec-
tancy in America declined in
2016 for a second straight year –
something that has not hap-
pened since the early 1960s.
This is a solvable problem,

and through philanthropy we
can make some progress. But
real success requires much

bolder leadership – and a far
greater sense of urgency – from
both elected officials and in-
dustry leaders.
We must stop doctors from

over-prescribing opioids, espe-
cially when non-addictive pain
medications (such as ibuprofen
or acetaminophen) would be
just as effective. Steps have
been taken to educate doctors
and to curtail prescriptions for
opioids (such as Oxycontin,
Percocet and Vicodin), and the
prescription rate has fallen from
its peak in 2010. But it remains
three times what it was in 1999
– and four times what it is in
Europe.
More aggressive action is

needed. The Food and Drug
Administration should allow
only doctors who complete
specialized education in pain
management to prescribe

opioids for more than a few
days, a move FDA Commission-
er Scott Gottlieb is considering.
Some states have limited the
size of certain opioid prescrip-
tions – all should do so.
To avoid the need for bans or

other draconian measures,
which would harm people suf-
fering the most severe chronic
pain (including many who are
terminally ill), the medical pro-
fession must do more to rein in
prescriptions and create effec-
tive monitoring programs.
Insurers and pharmacy bene-

fit managers must better over-
see opioid prescriptions. CVS
Caremark has moved to limit
coverage for opioid prescrip-
tions. Others should follow suit.
These companies exist to help
people lead healthier lives, and
they should not be complicit

actors in a deadly addiction
epidemic.
We must hold pharmaceutical

companies accountable for the
supply of prescription opioids.
Like gun manufacturers that
continue to supply dealers with
a history of selling to traffickers,
pharmaceutical companies and
their distributors have a history
of turning a blind eye to pill
mills.
Local governments have filed

nearly 200 lawsuits against
manufacturers and distributors.
They deserve their day in court,
but we cannot pin our hopes on
the outcome. The federal gov-
ernment must do more to mon-
itor the supply of drugs and
crack down on companies that
skirt the law.

Opioid epidemic can be
ended, but only if
we demand action

ED GAMBLE King Features Syndicate

BY MICHAEL R. BLOOMBERG
Bloomberg View

SEE OPIOIDS, 3B

THIS IS A SOLVABLE PROBLEM, AND THROUGH
PHILANTHROPY WE CAN MAKE SOME
PROGRESS. BUT REAL SUCCESS REQUIRES MUCH
BOLDER LEADERSHIP – AND A FAR GREATER
SENSE OF URGENCY – FROM BOTH ELECTED
OFFICIALS AND INDUSTRY LEADERS.

Thousands are dying from
overdoses of prescription drugs
as our elected leaders are
turning a blind eye. That’s not
good enough.

A few words on the
difficulty of voting
while black.
As we mark what

would have been his 89th
birthday, it seems fitting to
recall that Martin Luther King
Jr. spoke to that difficulty in a
1957 speech whose words ring
relevant 61 years later. “All
types of conniving methods
are still being used to prevent
Negroes from becoming regis-
tered voters,” lamented King.
As he saw it, neither politi-

cal party was blameless. He
castigated Democrats for
capitulating to the rabid rac-
ists of their Southern wing –
the “Dixiecrats” – and blasted
Republicans for caving in to
“right-wing reactionary
Northerners.”
“Both political parties,” he

said, “have betrayed the cause
of justice.”
While there are no more

Dixiecrats and the right-wing
reactionaries to whom the
GOP kowtows are more likely
to be found in the South and
Midwest now than in the
North, it is noteworthy that
King’s central point remains.
Neither party covers itself
with glory where African
Americans are concerned.
To the contrary, African

American issues – police re-
form, job discrimination, mass
incarceration – routinely go
unaddressed by both.
And here, someone will

demand to know how it is, if
both parties share blame,
black voters remain over-
whelmingly loyal to one of
them – reliably casting about
90 percent of their presi-
dential ballots for Democrats.
But it isn’t that hard to under-
stand.
Imagine you have two suit-

ors. One of them tends to
ignore you, often seems
ashamed to be seen with you,
but occasionally brings you
flowers. The other beats you.
If you must date one, is it

any wonder you’d choose the
former?
So Republicans, who pio-

neered the Southern strategy,
opened the 1980 election
praising state’s rights, demon-
ized Willie Horton, gutted the
Voting Rights Act, issued

Dr. King’s
words still
ring true …
61 years on

BY LEONARD PITTS JR.
Miami Herald

SEE PITTS, 2B
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Do something
about killer dogs!
Re “Authorities capture

dogs believed to have
killed Modesto woman”
(Page 3A, Jan. 4): I am
appalled that a 56-year-old
woman was killed by stray
dogs in the Crows Landing
Road area. They believe
she was carrying food.
I just read that animal

control officers with Sta-
nislaus Animal Services
Agency partnered with
Modesto animal control
officers to locate five of
the dogs in the area of the
attack. These dogs were
euthanized.
The six puppies found

are up for adoption. Exec-
utive Director Annettte
Patton said, “In the area of
Crows Landing Road there
are a lot of stray dogs. It is
an ongoing battle for us
and the community out
there. We can easily round
up 30 stray dogs ... in a
half day.”
If this is the case, why

don’t they? The woman
attacked by dogs was 56;
what happens if it is 6-
year-old child carrying
food? If people in the area
are not responsible pet
owners – keeping animals
confined in fenced areas,
feeding them, having them
spayed/neutered and
having them licensed –
they should not have dogs,
period! I encourage the
proper agencies to clean
out these stray dogs and
make sure no strays are
roaming Crows Landing
Road.

– Paula N. Tice, Turlock

Bee wants another
loophole for rich

Re “Who will help
protect us from this tax
reform?” (Page 6A, Jan. 6):
Who are President Pro
Tem Kevin de Leon and
The Bee editorial board
trying to protect? Is this
not another tax loophole
for the wealthy using the
middle class as an excuse?
According to Table T17-
0131 of the Tax Policy
Center, the top 20 percent

of income earners receive
83.7 percent (top 1 percent
receives 43.9 percent) of
the benefit from state
income and local tax de-
ductions. Other income
groups fair a little better
on property taxes but table
T17-0133 shows the top 2
percent receiving 67 per-
cent of the benefit from
property tax deductions.
Though everyone’s tax

situations are different, I
consider myself middle
class (homeowner, two
incomes, household in-
come over $100K) but I
am not in the top 20 per-
cent of income earners. I
will fair slightly better
under the new tax law.
I did not agree with the

Republican plan that gave
such a large tax break to
the wealthy and adding to
our federal deficit using
the middle class as an
excuse. But this legislation
will do the very same
thing. State tax reform, not
another loophole for the
wealthy, would be better
legislation.

– James Arnett, Modesto

Fusion unmasks
Senate’s lying

I guess 45’s lying has
rubbed off on lots of Con-
gressmembers. We already
knew Rep. J. Denham lied
to us about ACA/Obama-
care. He lies when he talks
to the press and says the
Horrific Republican new
tax bill will benefit District
10. Now we have two
senators, Chuck Grassley
and Lindsey Graham who
have been lying through
their teeth about the testi-
mony from Fusion GPS
executives.
They requested that the

Department of Justice
investigate Christopher
Steele, the FBI and GPS
Fusion over Steele’s dos-
sier on Trump. The sen-
ators “hinted” conspiracy
by the FBI, Hillary Clinton
and Fusion GPS. Grassley
claimed it was “not pos-
sible” to release testimony
by the Fusion execs even
after they requested it be
released. Too bad Grassley

and Graham not more
dedicated to the U.S. than
they are to Trump.
California Sen. Dianne

Feinstein, ranking minor-
ity member of the Senate
Intelligence Committee
released all 312 pages of
testimony to the public.
The pages prove that
Grassley and Graham
were promoting fake news,
aka, lying. Christopher
Steele is not even a U.S.
citizen, but realized his
investigation was finding a
“crime in progress” and
with GPS’s approval re-
ported his findings to the
FBI.
– Diane M. Kroeze, Modesto

A great airport
without airlines

Re “Modesto admits
that chance of bringing
back commercial flights is
dim” (Front page, Jan. 9):
Well, that is very true.
Along with the many rea-
sons mentioned for the
disappearance of air serv-
ice, the main reason was
overlooked or omitted.
The community did not
support the airline(s). We
failed to buy enough tick-
ets to make these flights
profitable for carriers, and
no one can operate at a
loss – at least not for long.
Unfortunately, we live

less than a 100 miles from

several major hubs – San
Francisco, San Jose, Oak-
land and Sacramento.
So, what should we do?
Being a regional/general

aviation airport is not a
bad thing. I encourage city
planners, the city council
and any businessperson
interested in aviation to
visit the Auburn or Liver-
more airports. Both are
successful regional/gener-
al aviation airports with
opportunities for aircraft
maintenance, radio shops,
flight schools and, above
all, a nice restaurant.
Auburn airport has a

great restaurant with a
patio from which you can
enjoy breakfast or lunch,
do a little hangar flying
and watch the airplanes
take off and land. Other
than the Commemorative
Air Force activities, we’re
not offering a great deal of
excitement or enthusiasm
at our airport.

– Bill Jaques, Modesto

You can’t negotiate
with catastrophe

Re “A Taxonomy of
Trump Tweets” (Page 1B,
Jan. 7) contains important
warnings. Ritually focus-
ing on a president’s emo-
tional contrivances means
paying less attention to
matters of substance in
government. (One exam-

ple is Republicans quietly
hamstringing the Affor-
dable Care Act through tax
reform.) The large number
of destructive policies and
proposals is frustrating
and dispiriting. Electing
better people to Congress
this year will raise hopes
for better governance.
But one problem isn’t

waiting around. Al Gore,
who wrote the stellar
“Earth in the Balance” in
1992, had been exploring
humans’ effect on the envi-
ronment since the 1960s.
As evidence from across the
planet got stronger, Gore
shared what he knew. Ex-
xon’s scientists had also
learned that the continued
burning of fossil fuels
would irrevocably harm us,
but the oil companies, with
electric utilities and pollut-
ing industries, did not
share. They liked the lucra-
tive status quo.
To better understand

this history and the critical
need for clean energy, I
recommend Bill McKib-
ben’s succinct essay “Win-
ning Slowly Is the Same as
Losing” in December’s
Rolling Stone. Denial and
procrastination have
brought our planet to a
dangerous crossroad.
Change is hard but we
must do it quickly. To
paraphrase McKibben:
Physics doesn’t negotiate.

– Diana Doll, Modesto

T he reports out of
Santa Barbara
County have been
heartbreaking and

terrifying: people swept to
their deaths by an ava-
lanche of fire-blackened
muck, half-burned trees
and cascading runoff.
Boulders rolling through
the night, crushing houses
and cars.
Like the record fire

season that preceded this
week’s lethal mudslides,
the worst-case scenario
has been far, far worse
than expected. The death
toll is at 17 as of Friday,
but some 47 people are
still missing.
As in the fires that pre-

ceded the slides, thou-
sands of people were in
harm’s way well past the
point at which they should
have been moved to safe-
ty. Why?
Santa Barbara County

officials said their cell-

phone emergency alerts
failed to reach those in
danger until nearly 4 a.m.,
after the hills around Mon-
tecito – denuded by the
largest wildfire in state
history and flooded by
rainfall – had already be-
gun to collapse.
Californians understand

that winter rains can
wreak havoc on the earth
scorched by wildfires. As
clouds gathered, local
authorities had issued
warnings through news
media, community emails,
the county website and
social media. Sunday,
some 30,000 people in
areas near where the Tho-
mas Fire had burned were

either ordered our or ad-
vised to evacuate.
But as with the wine

country fires, the sheer
speed of the cataclysm
appears to have over-
whelmed planning that
might have been adequate
in previous disasters. Sur-
vivors report confusion
over which evacuation
zones were mandatory and
which weren’t. In areas
given a choice, disaster
fatigue from the Thomas
Fire in December prompt-
ed many to stay put.
Too many were unaware

of their true peril. Officials
told the Los Angeles
Times they issued a cell-
phone alert at 2:46 a.m.,

shortly after one went out
from the National Weather
Service, but only people
who had opted in got it. It
wasn’t until 3:50 a.m. that
the county sent a bulletin
through a federal wireless
emergency alert system – a
push alert, similar to an
Amber Alert, that buzzes
every cellphone in the
area. By then, the earth
was moving and picking
up speed.
Authorities say even the

federal system doesn’t
effectively target those in
danger. Too broad an alert
and recipients might
gridlock the roads, slowing
emergency responders.
There’s a danger that too

many warnings could
cause people not to take
them seriously. Emergen-
cy managers in Sonoma
County offered a similar
rationale after the wine
country fires that killed 41.
The Federal Communi-

cations Commission has
announced it will take the
targeting issue up at its
January meeting, but
that’s just one problem.
California’s warning sys-
tem in general is a county-
by-county, and in some
cases, phone-by-phone
patchwork.
“We have a 21st century

problem we’re trying to
solve with 20th century
technology,” said Sen.

Mike McGuire, D-Healds-
burg. McGuire’s Senate
Bill 833, introduced with
Sens. Bill Dodd, D-Napa,
and Jerry Hill, D-San Ma-
teo, would set statewide
protocols for emergency
alerts and require every
county to adopt compat-
ible systems.
It’s a start. So is the

$11.5 million in the budget
proposal Gov. Jerry Brown
released to modernize the
state’s 911 system. So is a
bill by Santa Barbara Sen.
Hannah-Beth Jackson and
Assemblywoman Monique
Limón to require multi-
lingual emergency com-
munications.
But it’s only a start.

Climate change is acceler-
ating and its effects in-
tensifying from flooding to
heat waves to tinder-dry
forests that burn like kin-
dling. We must update our
worst-case-scenario re-
sponses, and people must
all be prepared to get out
of harm’s way.

OUR VIEW

Disaster strikes without
warning; we must do better

BY THE EDITORIAL BOARD

LISA BENSON • WASHINGTON POST WRITERS GROUP

meaning 40 percent of the
audience didn’t vote.
Couldn’t be bothered?
Couldn’t choose? Didn’t
like anyone?
This bodes ill for Demo-

crats, even with the head

of steam they’ve gathered
since Trump won the Elec-
toral College vote, then
attacked their health care,
sympathized with white
supremacists, ignored the
deadly Napa wildfire,
decided to drill for oil off
California’s coast and
called a few other coun-
tries ... well, you know
what he called them.

In 2016, Trump wasn’t
popular in District 10. But
even with him on the bal-
lot, Denham got 124,671
votes. In Stanislaus
County, he outpolled
Trump by 14 percent.
Thousands who can’t
abide Trump still voted for
Denham.
Since then, Denham has

taken up residence in

Trump’s suit pocket (the
deep one), voting for
Trump’s agenda 98.3
percent of the time.
With Republican Party

money cascading into the
race, Denham won’t be a
pushover. The party is
working to raise his stat-
ure, putting him in front of
MSNBC, NPR and news-
papers like the San

Francisco Chronicle.
Democrats can be a lot of

things between now and
then, but they can’t remain
disorganized, politically
polite and certainly not
smug. Mostly, they’ve got
to be better than boring.

Mike Dunbar:
209-578-2325,
mdunbar@modbee.com
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coded appeals to white
racial resentment, de-
meaned the first African
American president, and
were hit just last year by
federal judges for a photo
ID law designed with
“surgical precision” to
stop black North Car-
olinians from voting, have
no standing to ask black
people, “Why don’t you
like us?”
Unfortunately, the

GOP’s resort to these
“conniving methods” has
left Democrats no mea-
ningful competition for
the black vote – and
where competition is
absent, neglect invariably
flourishes.
Though they occasion-

ally come bearing flowers
– e.g., Barack Obama’s
quiet dismantling of the
War on Drugs – Demo-
crats are far too likely to
ignore black issues or, at
best, pay lip service to
them. And they are for-
ever stepping over black
voters while giving the
high sign to white ones,
like a married man wink-
ing and mouthing “call
me” to some other wom-
an while his wife is stand-
ing there.
Witness Democrat

Doug Jones, elected to the
Senate in December over
that odor in a cowboy hat,
Republican Roy Moore.
According to election
postmortems, Jones owed
the upset in large part to
African American voters,
women in particular. Yet
days later, there he was
on cable news, pivoting to
the right, warning he
would side with Repub-
licans on certain issues.
So much for gratitude to
the voters who gave him
his victory.
But one gets used to

being shoved aside when
voting while black.
It says something that

presidential candidates
routinely spend more
time discussing the con-
cerns of 50,000 coal
miners than those of 43
million black people.
What it says is that Afri-
can American votes, like
African American lives,
count for less.
“Give us the ballot,”

demanded King in 1957.
And yes, much has
changed since then. But
in some sense, we’re still
waiting.

Leonard Pitts Jr. is a
columnist for the Miami
Herald. Email
lpitts@miamiherald.com
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