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By Matthew Cabe 
Staff Writer

A P P L E  V A L L E Y  — 
Suspension of a retirement 
plan and the elimination of a 
neighborhood park represent 
two cuts proposed by staff 
that could be approved later 
this month when the Town 
Council votes on a budget for 
the next fiscal year.

C o m b i n e d  w i t h  o t h e r 
personnel changes, suspen-
sion of a 401(a) plan — the 
public-sector version of a 
401(k) — would free up nearly 
$433,000 in Fiscal Year 
2018-19, according to town 
documents.

T o w n  M a n a g e r  D o u g 
Robertson described 401(a) 
as a supplemental plan given 
that employees are part of the 
California Public Employees' 

R e t i r e m e n t  S y s t e m 
(CalPERS), which ensures 
pension and health benefits.

“Certain employees can 
get up to 5 percent (employer 
contribution),” Robertson 
told the Daily Press on 
Thursday. “That’s going to be 
suspended. There are elective 
amounts employees can pay 

with their take home. That 
will continue, but the town 
portion will be suspended 
through the next fiscal year. I 
suspect it could go on longer 
than a fiscal year.”

Those aforementioned 
employees are classified as 
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H E S P E R I A

MAIN 
STREET 
LANE 
CLOSURE 
TODAY
A lane closure is 
planned on the 
south side of 
Main Street at 
Escondido Avenue 
from 7 a.m. to noon 
today. The closure 
is necessary in 
order to allow the 
replacement of 
lane delineators. 
Delays are 
expected, and 
motorists are 
advised to use 
alternate routes.

E N T E R TA I N M E N T

ADELANTO 
STADIUM 
MOVIE  
NIGHTS
Adelanto Stadium 
will be hosting the 
fi rst of fi ve movie 
nights tonight with 
the showing of 
‘Justice League’ at 
7 p.m.

B U S I N E S S  |  C 5

HOW FOX’S 
BUSINESSES 
WOULD 
MATCH 
UP WITH 
DISNEY AND 
COMCAST
Competing bids 
from Comcast 
and Disney for the 
bulk of Twenty-
First Century Fox 
come as the media 
landscape changes 
and companies 
get more involved 
in both creating 
and distributing 
content

HIGHDESERT Questions or news tips?
760-951-6235
ktrudgeon@vvdailypress.com

BARSTOW
Calling all artists!

Artwork is now being 
accepted for the annual Mid 
Summer Desert Festival art 
show that will be held on 
June 23 at Desert Discovery 
Center, 831 Barstow Road, 
Barstow. 

Artists are free to submit 
works in any style matter 
(family friendly).  For 
more information, call 
760-252-6060.

HELENDALE
Free landscape workshops 
planned

Helendale Community 
Services District is offering 
two landscape workshops 
in June. 

T h e s e  w o r k s h o p s 
are offered in partner-
ship with Mojave Water 
Agency’s Alliance for 
Water Awareness and 
Conservation (AWAC) 
program. Classes will 
be held at the Helendale 
C o m m u n i t y  C e n t e r , 
26540 Vista Rd., Suite C. 
in Helendale. “Irrigation 
Workshop,” will be held 
from 10 a.m. ton noon on 
June 23. 

This hands-on class will 
allow participants to put 
together a basic irrigation 
system in a classroom set-
ting. “Plants, Trees, and 
Shrubs” will be held from 
5 to 7 p.m. on June 28. 

T o p i c s  c o v e r e d  i n 
this workshop include: 
C a l i f o r n i a  n a t i v e 
drought-tolerant plants; 
characteristics of popular 
trees and shrubs; rare dry 
climate plants; plant size 
and spacing; growth rate 
and hardiness. Register 
Online at https://helen-
dalecsd.recdesk.com/

HESPERIA
Leisure League holds 
weekly dance

The Hesperia Leisure 
League will be holding it's 
weekly dance from 6:30 
to 9:30 p.m. on Friday. 
Performing will be South 
of Santa Fe. 

Admittance is $5 which 
also serves as a raffle ticket; 
additional tickets will be 
available. Light refresh-
ments and line dancing at 
half time. Dance is open to 
the public (over 18). Come 
and join for some fun and 
comradery. 

No alcohol allowed. The 
League is located at 9122 
Third Ave., Hesperia. 
For information,  call 
760-240-5574.

VICTORVILLE
ExpressPass simplifi es, 
speeds blood donation 
process    

LifeStream donors can 
access ExpressPass at 
LStream.org the day of 
their donation to con-
firm their identity, review 
required disclosures and 
fill out the donor question-
naire before arriving at the 
LifeStream fixed site or 
mobile drive. 

Once the donor appears 
at the site, he/she needs 
only to show photo ID and 
be given the mini-physical 
(blood pressure, tempera-
ture, pulse, red blood cell 
level are checked to ensure 
ability to donate) before 
beginning the donation 
process. 

Whole-blood donors 
using ExpressPass are typi-
cally at the donation site 45 
minutes or less; a 25 per-
cent or more reduction.

 LifeStream center and 
hours: Victorville, 12520 
Business Center Drive, 
Bldg. G: 7:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday,  Saturday and 
Sunday; 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday. 

For locations of conve-
nient mobile blood drives, 
call 800-879-4484 or visit 
LStream.org.

L O C A L  D I G E S T

The closure of Virginia Park is one of the cuts proposed by staff that 
could be approved later this month when the Town Council votes on 
a budget for the next fi scal year. [JAMES QUIGG, DAILY PRESS]

Virginia Park on 
chopping block
Proposal, coupled 
with suspension of 
401(a) benefi ts, would 
free up nearly $498K, 
document shows

David Ackerman, with Superior Electrical Advertisement, installs signs for the new Dunkin’ Donuts off 
Bear Valley Road in Victorville on Thursday. The restaurant is expected to have a soft opening June 25 
and a grand opening June 30. [JAMES QUIGG, DAILY PRESS]

By Rene Ray De La Cruz 
Staff Writer

VICTORVILLE — Like a 
suger-covered diamond glit-
tering in the desert, the new 
Dunkin’ Donuts has captured 
the attention of commuters as 
they drive by the new shop on 
Bear Valley Road.

To coffee lovers' delight, 
the location is expected to 
open in Victorville this month 
with a slew of upcoming spe-
cials at the popular restaurant 
that serves coffee, doughnuts, 
muffins, sandwiches and 
assorted beverages.

“Our soft opening is sched-
uled between 4:30 a.m. and 8 
a.m. on June 25, and our grand 

opening and ribbon cutting is 
scheduled for 10 a.m. on June 
30,” Marketing Manager 
Brandon Myer told the Daily 
Press on Wednesday. “The 
first 300 transactions during 
our grand opening will receive 
a special Victorville Dunkin’ 
Donuts Iced Coffee tumbler.”

Beginning July 4, Dunkin’ 
Donuts will  introduce a 
weekly program that will fea-
ture eight different products 
over the summer, Myer said.

As construction Manager 
Brian Yangyuen worked 
on his laptop inside the 
2,100-square-foot restau-
rant, a cleaning crew worked 
on the dining room that 
looked like it was nearly ready 

to welcome customers.
“We’ve come a long way 

and we’re almost to the finish 
line,” Yangyuen said. “We’re 
still working on our outdoor 
patio and drive-thru menu 
board, but we’re pretty close 
to opening the first Dunkin’ 
Donuts in Victorville.”

Knowing that Bear Valley 
Road tends to back up in front 
of several businesses in the 
area, the company chose the 
corner of Bear Valley Road and 
Locust Avenue to give cus-
tomers better access to and 
from the main thoroughfare.

"Nobody wants to wait for 
a break in traffic to get into 

Slam Dunkin’

Dunkin’ Donuts on Bear Valley Road set to open this month

Staff Reports

V I C T O R V I L L E  —  T h e 
search is on for a man sus-
pected of shooting another 
man in the face in the Old 
Town area Wednesday eve-
ning, leaving the victim in 
critical condition.

San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Department officials 
said they’re still searching for 
the suspect behind the shoot-
ing, which occurred in the 
15400 block of Sixth Street 
just before 8 p.m. Wednesday.

The victim, a 38-year-old 
man, was found unresponsive 
on the ground when deputies 
arrived. Officials said he had 
been shot one time in the face.

“Deputies and emergency 

medical personnel adminis-
tered life-saving measures at 
the scene,” officials said.

The man was taken to a local 
hospital to be airlifted to a 
nearby trauma center, where 
he is listed as being in “critical 
condition.” Further updates 
weren’t provided.

Witnesses described the 
suspect as a Hispanic man, 

Man in critical condition 
after Old Town shooting

See PARK,  C6

See SHOOTING,  C6

See DUNKIN,  C5

Authorities searching 
for suspect who shot 
victim in the face

Matthew Cabe

Virginia Kay Dunbar 
wasn’t a mover or a 
shaker. She wasn’t 

an official or some “good 
ol’ boy” whose local 
prowess equaled monu-
mental import deserving 
of those myriad modes 
of immortalization.

Rather, Virginia 
Dunbar was merely a 
citizen. A curly-haired 
kid who excelled at bas-
ketball. And yet, despite 
her relative anonymity, a 
quaint park in rural Apple 
Valley bears her name.

On Tuesday, the Town 
Council was presented 
with the proposition of 
closing Virginia Park 

T H I S  D E S E R T  L I F E

The park 
Virginia 

built

See CABE,  C5
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By Mae Anderson
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Competing 
bids from Comcast and Disney 
for the bulk of Twenty-First 
Century Fox come as the media 
landscape changes and com-
panies get more involved in 
both creating and distributing 
content.

X-Men and other movies 
from Fox’s studios would help 
beef up Disney’s upcoming 
streaming service. Comcast, 
already a major cable operator, 
would get a larger portfolio of 
cable channels including FX 
and National Geographic.

Comcast’s $65 billion cash 
bid Wednesday is higher than 
what many analysts were 
expecting and tops Disney’s 
all-stock offer, valued at $52.5 
billion when it was made in 
December.

GBH Insights analyst Dan 
Ives said Comcast’s price 
“speaks to Comcast really 
wanting these key assets.” 
Disney is expected to make a 
counter offer.

Each bid raises different 
regulatory concerns, though 
this week’s approval of AT&T’s 
takeover of Time Warner sig-
nals that regulators might 
have a hard time stopping 
mega-mergers.

Here’s how the companies 
would match up:

Movies

Fox’s film studios, with 
“ A v a t a r , ”  X - M e n ,  t h e 
Fantastic Four and Deadpool, 
would pair well with Disney’s 
studios. This includes reunit-
ing the Marvel franchises 
X-Men and the Avengers, as 
some of those characters were 
already in Fox’s hands when 
Disney bought Marvel in 2009. 
Disney also has the Muppets, 
Pixar and “Star Wars.”

In fact, Fox and Disney 
might pair too well, as far as 

regulatory concerns go. BTIG 
analyst Richard Greenfield 
estimates the combined stu-
dios make up 45 percent of 
worldwide box office reve-
nue. A larger studio could use 
its power to keep its movies 
in more theaters longer and 
squeeze out rival movies.

Comcast’s Universal movie 
business has such franchises as 
“Jurassic Park.” The Fox prop-
erties would expand Comcast’s 
reach, though the company 
would have just 25 percent of 
the box office with Fox added, 
according to figures from Box 
Office Mojo.

Television

Fox’s TV productions include 
“The Americans,” “This Is 
Us,” “Modern Family,” and 
“The Simpsons.” Its networks 
include FX Networks and 
National Geographic. The Fox 
businesses would pair well with 
Disney channels like ABC, the 
Disney Channel and Freeform. 
“Modern Family” already airs 
on ABC.

C o m c a s t  o w n s 

NBCUniversal, including 
the NBC broadcast network, 
CNBC and USA. Comcast’s 
studios produce “Chicago 
Fire” and “Will & Grace,” both 
airing on NBC.

Comcast might run into 
regulatory problems because 
the cable operator would 
control a larger portfolio of 
content along with its distri-
bution. However, a federal 
judge on Tuesday approved 
a similar attempt by DirecTV 
owner AT&T to buy Time 
Warner. The judge rejected 
the government’s fears that 
the AT&T deal could lead to 
higher prices for consumers 
or hinder online alternatives 
from getting content.

Regardless of which com-
pany prevails in buying Fox, 
the Fox television network and 
some cable channels including 
Fox News will stay with media 
mogul Rupert Murdoch.

Sports

Disney’s deal includes get-
ting Fox’s regional sports 
n e t w o r k ,  w h i c h  s h o w s 

hometown sports in sev-
eral cities including New 
York, Los Angeles, Dallas, 
C l e v e l a n d ,  D e t r o i t  a n d 
Kansas City. Those net-
works would complement 
Disney’s nationally focused 
E S P N .  D i s n e y  r e c e n t l y 
launched ESPN Plus, a sepa-
rate streaming service with 
more local offerings. That 
service could benefit from 
Fox’s regional offerings.

Comcast already has simi-
lar regional networks through 
NBC Sports, including ones in 
Boston, Chicago and the San 
Francisco Bay area. Getting the 
Fox networks would expand 
Comcast’s territorial reach.

Streaming

Whichever company pre-
vails will control streaming 
service Hulu. Currently, 
Comcast, Disney and Fox 
each has a 30 percent stake, 
with Time Warner owning 
the other 10 percent. With 
Fox’s share, either Comcast 
or Disney would end up with a 
controlling 60 percent stake.
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a business," Yangyuen said. 
"We want to get our customer 
in quickly so we can serve 
them and get them on their 
way as fast as possible."

Myer also revealed that 
a “combo-store” that will 
include Dunkin’ Donuts and 

Baskin-Robbins will be built 
sometime this year at The 
Outlets at Barstow along 
Interstate 15.

The first Dunkin’ Donuts in 
the High Desert came nearly 
five years ago when the com-
pany opened a store at Barstow 
Station. The Barstow loca-
tion was the second shop in 
California and part of the com-
pany’s expansion into the state.

The Dunkin’ Donuts in 
Victorville is owned by Joe 

Haupt, founder of Orange 
County-based Precision 
Hospitality and Development, 
which has opened several 
shops in Southern California.

Over the past few years, 
Dunkin' Donuts has made an 
aggressive move in the Golden 
State by opening over 30 res-
taurants and signing more than 
300 restaurants agreements.

Adelanto Mayor Rich Kerr 
told the Daily Press Friday 
that a Dunkin’ Donuts will 

be included at the Adelanto 
Towne Center near Mojave 
Drive and Highway 395, but 
no timeline was given.

Kerr announced nearly 
two years ago that he had 
all but secured several new 
eateries, including Dunkin’ 
Donuts, during his trip to 
the International Council of 
Shopping Centers convention.

Considered one of the larg-
est coffee shops and baked 
goods company in the world, 

the East Coast-based com-
pany has more than 12,000 
shops in nearly 36 countries.

The new Dunkin' Donuts 
is located on the corner of 
Bear Valley Road and Locust 
Avenue in Victorville.

For more information, visit 
www.dunkindonuts.com.

Rene Ray De La Cruz 
may be reached at 760-
951-6227, RDeLaCruz@
VVDailyPress.com

DUNKIN
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This Aug. 1, 2017, photo shows the Twenty-First Century Fox sign outside of the News Corporation 
headquarters building in New York. After a judge cleared AT&T’s $85 billion takeover of Time Warner on 
Tuesday, Comcast and Disney appear set to battle it out for buying the bulk of Twenty-First Century Fox. 
[RICHARD DREW/ASSOCIATED PRESS FILE PHOTO]

Try it on for sizeM A R K E T  WAT C H

Dow 25,175.31 ▼ 25.89
Nasdaq  7,761.04 ▲ 65.34
S&P  2,782.49 ▲ 6.86
Russell  1,684.72 ▲ 8.19
NYSE  12,771.95 ▼ 13.50

C O M M O D I T I E S 
R E V I E W

Gold 1,304.00 ▲ 7.10
Silver 17.226 ▲ .273
Platinum 910.90 ▲ 8.40
Copper 3.2165 ▼ .0315

Oil 66.89 ▲ 0.25
M A R K E T  M OV E R S

• Royal Caribbean Cruises 
Ltd.: Up $5.52 to $113.50 — 
The company said it will 
pay $1 billion for a 66.7 
percent stake in Silversea 
Cruises.
• Etsy Inc.: Up $8.66 to 
$41.65 — The online mar-
ketplace said it is raising 
its fees and also increased 
its annual revenue 
forecast.

B R I E F C A S E 

WASHINGTON
US mortgage rates jump; 
30-year at 4.62 percent

Long-term U.S. mort-
gage rates jumped this 
week after two straight 
weeks of declines, reach-
ing their second-highest 
level this year.

Against a backdrop of 
rising interest rates in 
the economy, long-term 
loan rates have been 
running at their high-
est levels in seven years. 
And the Federal Reserve 
on Wednesday raised its 
benchmark interest rate 
for the second time this 
year and signaled that it 
may step up its pace of 
rate increases.

M o r t g a g e  b u y e r 
F r e d d i e  M a c  s a i d 
Thursday the average 
rate on 30-year, fixed-
rate mortgages was 4.62 
percent, up from 4.54 
percent last week. By 
contrast, the 30-year rate 
averaged 3.91 percent a 
year ago.

The Associated Press

How Fox’s businesses 
would match up with 
Disney and Comcast

to help bring its General 
Fund budget into balance. 
Doing so will eliminate 
about $64,000 in costs.

Town Manager Doug 
Robertson divulged that 
talks are underway with the 
Apple Valley Unified School 
District to open a park on 
the town’s south end, and 
he said Virginia “is some-
what redundant to the larger 
parks in the area,” which, 
coupled with low usage, 
has deemed it expendable.

He then offered the 
Council “some history.”

“Virginia Park is actually 
owned, the land is owned, 
by Golden State Water 
Company,” Robertson 
explained. “Many years 
ago — in fact 30 years 
ago — the daughter of, I 
believe, the general man-
ager at the time, died. I 
don’t know all of the details. 
That’s not important.

“He wanted to honor her, 
and the company wanted to 
honor her. So they gave the 
use of that piece of land — 
they have a well site there — 
they gave the use of that land 
to the old park district. And 

then, of course, the town has 
acquired the park district.”

The Council then weighed 
in; however, none of 
the comments included 
Virginia. In fairness, no 
one in the room was privy 
to her last name, let alone 
a meatier version of her 
life. But I had questions.

Who was Virginia? How 
did she die? What made 
her important? Wouldn’t 
closing the park elimi-
nate what remains of her 
memory? It bothered me 
that those elected to make 
such a decision might 
do so without asking the 
same. Without knowing 
who she was. So I spent 
Wednesday looking for her.

What follows is her story 
based on old Daily Press 
and San Bernardino Sun 
articles. Consider it an 
addendum to Robertson’s 
comments, the only dif-
ference being I do color 
these details important.

Her name was Virginia 
Dunbar, but she was 
“Virgie” to those who 
knew and loved her.

A 1985 Apple Valley High 
School graduate, Virginia 
was a two-year varsity 
star on the Sun Devils’ 
girls basketball team. As 
a sophomore, she helped 
lead the junior varsity 

squad to the San Andreas 
League championship.

Bob Goyer, who coached 
Virginia during her senior 
year, once said she held 
school records for sin-
gle-game scoring and 
field goal percentage.

An 18-year Apple Valley 
resident, Virginia worked as 
a clerk at the town’s Alpha 
Beta. She gave her free time 
to umpiring little league 
games and coaching in the 
Apple Valley Recreation and 
Park District (AVRPD).

Friends and teachers later 
told Sun reporter Priscilla 
Nordyke that the “5-foot 
7-inch, freckle-faced red-
head” was “a popular, 
outstanding sportswoman 
who befriended everyone 
and helped anyone.”

That volunteerism and 
selflessness would seal 
her legacy in town.

In the early morning 
hours of Sept. 27, 1986, 
Virginia was driving her ’81 
Oldsmobile home from a 
high school football game 
when she hit a guardrail 
post on Highway 18. She 
lost control and plunged 
off the pavement.

The Oldsmobile reportedly 
fell 100 feet, landing north of 
the Narrows bridge and 280 
feet west of Stoddard Wells 
Road. Sheriff's deputies said 

Virginia had been speed-
ing. Whatever the case, 
she was 19. Her friends 
read poems she had writ-
ten to them at her funeral.

In the two years after her 
death, Virginia’s parents, Bill 
and Mary Dunbar, worked 
to honor their daughter. At 
the time, Bill Dunbar was 
employed by the Southern 
California Water Company 
in Apple Valley, which 
became the Golden State 
Water Company in 2005.

The Dunbars and Southern 
California Water eventually 
struck a deal with AVRPD offi-
cials, who signed a lease agree-
ment in June 1988 to develop 
a small park on company 
land. The district chose the 
name, according to spokes-
person Beverly Lundgren.

A dedication was held 
Oct. 20, 1990. Mary Dunbar 
called the ceremony “a 
healing,” adding that it 
represented “an opportunity 
to support the youth activi-
ties” Virginia championed.

“It is very essential for me 
to stress the difference in 
naming a park after some-
body and dedicating it to 
something else,” she told 
the Sun. “It is named for 
Virginia — and we are deeply 
honored — but it is dedicated 
to the youth and volun-
teers of our community.”

I visited Virginia Park 
on Wednesday for the first 
time. A playground, picnic 
tables and a line of trees — 
mostly Mondell pines — give 
way to a field capable of 
hosting baseball and soc-
cer games. Bell Mountain 
lingers majestically in the 
distance. It’s quiet there. As 
unassuming as the woman 
for whom it was named 
nearly 28 years ago.

But now Virginia Park is 
slated for the cutting-room 
floor of Apple Valley history. 
And what irks me is not that 
closure is imminent, but that 
it’s happening to someone 
whose memory stands for 
something small and decent.

Golden State Water is 
“exploring alternative ways 
we can memorialize Virginia's 
life,” and rightfully so. 
Because the most I can say 
about her is she was active and 
appreciated in her commu-
nity. That she contributed to 
and affected the lives of others 
before her own was cut short.

That’s not earth-
shattering news, but it is 
a humble feat to which 
we all should strive.

And is that not enough?
Matthew Cabe can be reached 
at MCabe@VVDailyPress.
com or at 760-951-6254. 
Follow him on Twitter @
DP_MatthewCabe.
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