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WRANGLER 
RESULTS 
AND A 
MEMORIAL 
RIDE
The Hesperia 
Wranglers had 
a busy month 
showing off  their 
gymkhana skills, 
and a look at 
the Equestrian 
Councils upcoming 
memorial ride

B U S I N E S S  |  C 5

THE S&P IS 
GETTING A 
MAKEOVER
Tech giants Google 
and Facebook will 
join Netfl ix and 
15 others in a new 
communications 
services sector.

HIGHDESERT Questions or news tips?
760-951-6235
ktrudgeon@vvdailypress.com

APPLE VALLEY
NAMIWalks fundraising 
night

A  f u n d r a i s e r  w i l l 
be held in support of 
National Alliance of 
Mental Illness annual 
N A M I  W a l k s  e v e n t 
planned Thursday from 
4 to 8 p.m. at Pieology, 
12218 Apple Valley Road, 
Apple Valley. 

For every purchase 
made at this Pieology, 20 
percent of the proceeds 
will be donated to NAMI 
Inland Valley. Download 
a flyer at www.namiin-
landvalley.org and bring 
it with you along with 
your family and friends. 

Each dollar raised goes 
directly toward provid-
ing no-cost resources, 
support and programs to 
those in need. The event 
will help raise aware-
ness, replace stigma with 
understanding and help 
thousands of families and 
individuals each year.

Community Advisory 
Committee meets Oct. 11

The Desert/Mountain 
S E L P A  C o m m u n i t y 
Advisory committee will 
meet on Oct. 11 with the 
business meeting from 5 
to 5:30 p.m.; dinner from 
5:30 to 6 p.m.; and pre-
sentation from 6 to 7 p.m. 

T h e  m e e t i n g  w i l l 
be held at the Desert 
Mountain Educational 
Service Center, 17800 
H i g h w a y  1 8 ,  A p p l e 
Valley. Topic: “The Road 
to Resiliency: Navigating 
Life’s Obstacles and 
Family Challenge.” 

Free dinner will be pro-
vided to attendees. Please 
RSVP (to ensure enough 
food), call 760-955-3552 
or for more information 
about the committee, call 
760-955-3581.

BARSTOW
Activities at Barstow 
Senior Center

The following activi-
ties will be held today 
at the Barstow Senior 
Center, 555 Melissa Ave., 
Barstow: Zumba gold 
exercise at 8 a.m.; chair 
exercise at 9 a.m.; Social 
Security Teleconference 
at 9:30 a.m.; Senior 
Resource Fair at 10 a.m.; 
bingo with progressive 
powerball at 6 p.m.; 
doors open at 4:30 p.m.; 
lunch from 11:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. 

The meal will be tuna 
salad sandwich, carrots 
and celery, tomato soup, 
apple slices. Open to the 
public. 

Sponsored by Barstow 
S e n i o r  N u t r i t i o n . 
760-256-5023. www.
facebook.com/Barstow 
Senior Center for updated 
activity information and 
special events.

REGION
Full moon hike offered 
Saturday

The Mojave Group of 
the Sierra Club will lead  
a sunset and full-moon 
hike in Grapevine Canyon 
on Saturday. 

The hike will take you 
down into the canyon 
and experience the sights 
and sounds of the desert 
as evening approaches. 
This hike is three miles 
and rated moderate to 
strenuous. Wear layered 
clothing and shoes with 
good treads and bring 
flashlight or headlamp, 
10 essentials, water, 
snacks and hiking pole. 
Meet at 6 p.m. at the 
Victor Valley Museum, 
11873 Apple Valley Road, 
Apple Valley. 

C a r p o o l i n g  m a y b e 
available. For informa-
tion, call 760-810-0223 
or email marydellavalle@
sbcglobal.net

L O C A L  D I G E S T

By Paola Baker 
Staff Writer

VICTORVILLE 
— Authorities said a woman 
died when her car exploded 
in flames after slamming 
into a traffic signal pole late 
Wednesday night.

San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Department officials 
said they’re still investigat-
ing the circumstances of the 
crash, which occurred at the 

intersection of Palmdale and 
El Evado roads at 11:44 p.m.

Officials said the woman, 
whose identity has not yet 
been released, was headed 
east on Palmdale Road in a 
2003 Lexus when she some-
how lost control and hit a 
traffic signal.

“Upon impact, the vehicle 
caught fire, and the driver was 
found unconscious and unre-
sponsive inside,” authorities 
said.

Witnesses removed the 
driver from the vehicle just 
before emergency personnel 
arrived. The woman suffered 
major injuries, authorities 
said, and was taken to a local 
hospital but was subsequently 

pronounced dead.
A section of Palmdale Road 

and adjacent roads were 
closed for several hours while 
investigators processed the 
scene for evidence and inter-
viewed witnesses.

T h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e 
c r a s h  r e m a i n s  u n d e r 
investigation.

Anyone with information 
or anyone who may have wit-
nessed the collision is asked to 
contact Deputy Adam Hylin 
of the Victorville Sheriff’s 
Station at 760-241-2911. 

Persons wishing to remain 
anonymous can contact the 
We-Tip Hotline at 1-800-
782-7463 or online at www.
wetip.com.

Woman dies in fi ery crash
Driver slammed into 
a traffi  c signal pole at 
intersection of Palmdale 
and El Evado roads 
before car burst into 
fl ames, authorities say

Victorville City Council candidate Lionel Dew advocates for a two-fold approach to reduce homelessness 
in the city, one of the key problems facing it today, saying that local government should follow models 
that have proven successful elsewhere while also securing and relying on partners like San Bernardino 
County for help. [JAMES QUIGG, DAILY PRESS]

By Shea Johnson 
Staff Writer

VICTORVILLE — During 
the past two election cycles, 
Lionel Dew has come remark-
ably close to winning a 
Council seat: In 2016, he lost 

by 404 votes despite holding 
a lead for days as early results 
were counted. Two years 
before, 11.

Dew, who ran on a strong 
governance background 
— including stints on the 
28th District Agriculture 
Association, Mojave Desert 
R e s o u r c e  C o n s e r v a t i o n 
D i s t r i c t  a n d  S h e r i f f 
I n f o r m a t i o n  E x c h a n g e 

Committee, as well as edu-
cation boards — will now 
seek to clear the hurdle that 
has prevented his arrival as a 
city councilor.

He has sat up on the dais 
for the past four years, albeit 
in a different capacity. As a 
Victorville planning commis-
sioner appointed in 2014 by 

E L E C T I O N  2 0 1 8  |  V I C T O R V I L L E  C I T Y  C O U N C I L

Familiar candidate touts public 
service background in latest run

Dew: ‘I can move us 
forward in a way that 
everyone is proud of.’

Staff Reports

ORO GRANDE — A man is 
in custody after authorities 
say he shot at a passing car 
along National Trails Highway 
and waved a rifle in the air 
Thursday morning.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  S a n 
Bernardino County Sheriff’s 
Victor Valley Station Sergeant 
Mark James, deputies initially 
responded to reports of a man 
standing in the roadway with 
a handgun at approximately 
7:30 a.m.

The man was reportedly 
swinging the gun around at 
passing cars, shooting and 
striking at least one, James 
told the Daily Press.

When deputies arrived, 

Man arrested after shooting at car along 
National Trails Highway in Oro Grande

See DEW,  C6

See SHOOTING,  C6

Matthew Cabe

On Tuesday, at 
around 1:30 p.m., 
Bill Dunbar was 

waiting for the mayor.
Seated in the kitchen 

of his home that fea-
tures a backyard view 
of the Hilltop House, he 
talked about last year’s 
World Series before 
making an extended 
business call. He was 
dressed casually. Los 
Angeles Rams hat. Gray 
T-shirt that revealed 
his tattoos. Dark blue 
jeans. Skechers.

Later, at the behest 
of his mother, Mary 
Dunbar, Bill showed me 
his Los Angeles Dodgers 
bobblehead collection. 
He has 60 by my count. 
They’re neatly displayed 
atop five shelves on a 
wall in an otherwise 
empty room. Bill called 
it a “work in progress.” 
If he was nervous about 
waiting, it didn’t show.

Mary’s favorite bob-
blehead commemorates 
“Roy Campanella Day” 
and an exhibition game 
the Dodgers played 
against the New York 
Yankees on May 7, 1959. 
Campanella’s Hall of 
Fame career catching 
for the Brooklyn 

T H I S  D E S E R T 
L I F E 

Virginia 
Dunbar 
comes 
home

See CABE,  C6
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Dodgers included eight 
consecutive All-Star 
seasons, three National 
League MVP awards 
and a World Series 
championship in 1955, 
the franchise’s first.

That career was 
cut short by a 1958 
car crash which left 
Campanella paralyzed. 
The Dodgers-Yankees 
exhibition was played 
in honor of the wheel-
chair-bound legend. 
“Pee Wee” Reese, a 
Brooklyn teammate, 
pushed Campanella 
onto the field before 
the game. 93,103 fans 
witnessed the bit-
tersweet moment of 
love and compassion 
between friends.

Bill’s bobblehead 

recreates Reese and 
Campanella’s time 
on the field. That it’s 
her favorite explains 
everything you need 
to know about Mary.

I never expected to 
meet the Dunbars. 
I didn’t even know 
they existed until 
after June 12, the day 
Town Manager Doug 
Robertson informed 
the Town Council that 
closing Virginia Park 
was a cost-cutting 
option open to them. 
They exercised that 
option two weeks 
later with a 5-0 vote.

Virginia Park was 
named in memory 
of Virginia Dunbar, 
Bill’s sister. Mary’s 
daughter. She died in 
a car crash in 1986. 
She was 19. Everyone 
called her “Virgie.”

Her family read a 
column I wrote on June 
14 about Virginia and 

the municipal threat to 
her park, which meant 
meeting them was inev-
itable. A second column 
followed the Council's 
June 26 vote. In it, Mary 
said she was willing to 
work with the town to 
preserve her daughter’s 
memory, as well as the 
spirit of volunteerism 
the park represented, 
in another way.

The Dunbars are good 
people. Bill is an easy-
going conversational-
ist whose quick to a 
thunderous laugh. His 
son, Bryant, is quiet. 
We exchanged a few 
glances. Come to think 
of it, he might just be 
quiet around strangers. 
Mary, meanwhile, is a 
kind, loving woman. 
Like me, she’s a nut for 
classic movies and old-
Hollywood trivia. Her 
knowledge of town his-
tory is rivaled by few.

Here’s what really 
kills me, though. Mary 
adores Apple Valley. 
She raised a fam-
ily there with her late 
husband, also named 
Bill, and created a 
lifetime of memories. 
The closure of Virginia 
Park tainted one of her 
most cherished, and 
that’s tragic no matter 
how Virginia is remem-
bered going forward.

Mayor Art Bishop 
arrived around 2 
p.m. Pleasantries 
were exchanged in 
the mid-September 
heat before he asked, 
“Well, where do you 
want to put it?” The 
“it” was the Virginia 
Park sign, which was 
removed after the 
park closed in July.

Weeks before that 
question, I phoned 

Mary to see if any-
one from the town 
had contacted her in 
August. I had an email 
saying someone would 
“invite the Dunbar 
family to meet” to 
discuss the future of 
Virginia’s legacy.

No one had, though, 
according to Mary, 
who was concerned 
because Bill wanted 
to know if the town 
would give him the sign 
that once welcomed 
visitors to his sister’s 
park. Worry washed 
over me. They’ve got 
no reason to keep the 
sign, I thought. What 
if it was thrown away?

So I rang Bishop. 
In three years he’s 
never ignored a call 
from me. I explained 
the situation. Gave 
him Mary’s number. 
A week or so went by. 
We spoke at the Sept. 

11 Council meeting. 
He had the sign.

With his son-in-law’s 
help, Bishop lifted the 
park marker off the bed 
of his Toyota pickup. 
Mary watched as they 
set it on Bill’s driveway 
for a quick photo. Aloft 
once more, the sign 
was carried into the 
garage. Virginia Dunbar 
had come home.

A handshake followed 
between mayor and 
citizen. Mary received a 
gentleman’s kiss on the 
cheek. She told Bishop 
she’d like to work with 
him to start a schol-
arship in Virginia’s 
honor. He thought it 
was a fine idea. Said 
he’d look into it. Have 
the family present the 
idea to the Council.

After Bishop left, 
I watched Mary and 
Bill as they admired 
the sign’s quality. 

Mary went silent for 
a moment. I asked 
for her thoughts.

“I think. I think, OK,” 
she said. “I think it’s 
too bad. You know, I 
think it’s too bad, but 
I’m pleased that that 
scholarship idea was 
so easy. I thought I was 
going to have to say a 
whole bunch of things.”

She paused to look 
over at Bill. He smiled.

“I just see Virginia 
wanting something 
like that to continue. 
And your dad,” she 
continued. “This is not 
the end. This is not the 
end ... This is living. 
Yeah. This is tangible. 
This is tangible.”

Matthew Cabe can be 
reached at MCabe@
VVDailyPress.com 
or at 760-951-6254. 
Follow him on Twitter 
@DP_MatthewCabe.

Councilman Eric Negrete, 
who he is now effectively 
running against, Dew 
nodded to his public ser-
vice experience and feel 
for city development and 
land use projects as giving 
him a leg up.

D e w  w a s  p a r t i c u -
l a r l y  p r o u d  o f  t h e 
Commission’s address of 
water use and problematic 
businesses and its deal-
ings with Cracker Barrel 
Old Country Store, which 
opened its first location in 
the state here earlier this 
year. The Commission 
doesn’t tackle merely 
what to build, but how 
to do it, he noted: “And I 
think we’ve gotten better 
at that.”

His decision to seek for 
a third-straight time an 
elevated seat within the 
city, he explained, stems 
from people asking him 
to run.

“I think that’s primar-
ily a result of my evidence 
of being a proven leader,” 
he said. “I can move us 
forward in a way that 
everyone is proud of 
and that we make prog-
ress along the way in the 
smartest way possible.”

He advocated for a two-
fold approach to reduce 
homelessness in the city, 
one of the key problems 
facing it today, saying 
that local government 
should follow models 
that have proven suc-
cessful elsewhere while 

also securing and rely-
ing on partners like San 
Bernardino County for 
help.

Dew described main-
taining a great rapport 
w i t h  t h e  S h e r i f f ’ s 
Department, as well as 
security, safety and a 
robust economy as essen-
tial to the city, and he 

indicated he was for the 
proposed high-speed rail 
between Victorville and 
Las Vegas.

To bolster the city’s 
economy, he said he 
would use his influence to 
seek to draw corporations 
that pay livable wages by 
visiting cities that have 
had such success and 

implementing similar 
models.

“I think it’s good to have 
a job, but I think it’s better 
to have a career,” he said, 
adding that higher wages 
would act as an incentive 
to young people to stay in 
the Victor Valley.

He said the ongoing 
transition to an inde-
pendent fire department 
would be something he 
would want to review 
if elected, not unlike 
everything else, but that 
he did have confidence 
in city decision-making 
because he knew the offi-
cials personally.

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  D e w 
was adamant that the 
Green Tree Golf Course, 
whose operating budget 
has been held up by 
Councilwoman Blanca 
Gomez, was an asset to 
Victorville, noting how 
nonprofits hold fundrais-
ers there.

“No one person has 
the right to withhold the 
progress” of the entire 
city, he said. “I find 
where we are today to be 
quite disruptive to the 
process.”

The general election 
is Nov. 6. Visit www.
vvdailypress.com to see 
videos of each candidate 
explaining why they’re 
running for office and 
what key issues they’re 
focused on.

Shea Johnson can be 
reached at 760-955-
5368 or SJohnson@
VVDailyPress.com. 
Follow him on Twitter 
at @DP_Shea.
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Obituaries
Tributes&

Romelia Moreno Romo

Victorville City Council candidate Lionel Dew, who ran on 
a strong governance background — including stints on 
the 28th District Agriculture Association, Mojave Desert 
Resource Conservation District and Sheriff Information 
Exchange Committee, as well as education boards — 
in the past, will now seek to clear the hurdle that has 
prevented his arrival as a city councilor. [JAMES QUIGG, DAILY 

PRESS]

By Paola Baker 
Staff Writer

VICTORVILLE — A 
woman and two men were 
arrested following a high-
speed chase in a stolen 
vehicle down the Cajon 
Pass after they allegedly 
robbed a jewelry store 
Thursday afternoon.

San Bernardino County 
Sheriff’s Department 

officials said the trio was 
taken into custody after 
the chase ended in a foot 
pursuit off Interstate 15 
and University Parkway 
in Devore just before 4 
p.m.

  The chase began as 
a strong-arm robbery 
when two of the sus-
pects, described as black 
men, entered a jewelry 
store in the 14600 block 

of  Seventh Street at 
around 3 p.m., Sheriff’s 
spokeswoman Jodi Miller 
said.

“They asked to see a 
piece of jewelry and when 
it was provided they took 
off,” Miller said.

The suspects jumped 
into a “newer-model teal 
Nissan Sentra,” reported 
to be stolen, and headed 
south on I-15. Miller said 

both aerial and ground 
units stayed hot on their 
trail as they continued 
down the Cajon Pass.

The suspects finally 
exited the freeway at 
U n i v e r s i t y  P a r k w a y 
where they tried to take 
off on foot, Miller said, 
but all three were quickly 
taken into custody. No 
injuries were reported.

Jewelry store robbery 
leads to chase, 3 arrests

Authorities responded to reports of a man with gun 
in the roadway along National Trails Highway on 
Thursday morning. A suspect was taken into custody. 
[PAOLA BAKER, DAILY PRESS]

the man, who has not 
yet been identified, ran 
into the front yard of 
a nearby house in the 
20400 block of National 
Trails Highways with a 
rifle in hand, holding the 
loaded weapon in the air 
over his head.

Deputies used "less-
than-lethal force" to 
subdue and apprehend 
the suspect. Medical 
aid was requested for 
the suspect before he 
was taken into custody. 
No other injuries were 
reported.

N a t i o n a l  T r a i l s 
Highway was shut down 
in both directions for 
approximately two hours, 
but was reported to be 
reopened as of 9:30 a.m.
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Mayor Art Bishop, left, stands with Mary, Bill and Bryant Dunbar as the family holds 
the Virginia Park sign. Virginia Dunbar was an avid volunteer in Apple Valley before her 
death in 1986 at age 19. [MATTHEW CABE, DAILY PRESS]
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