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Cartoonist’s take

STEVE SACK — THE MINNEAPOLIS STAR-TRIBUNE, MN

In his book “Man Down:
Proof Beyond a Reasonable
Doubt That Women Are Bet-

ter Cops, Driv-
ers, Gamblers,
Spies, World Lead-
ers, Beer Tasters,
Hedge Fund Man-
agers, and Just
About Everything
Else”, author Dan
Abrams makes
a strong case for
the fairer sex. He

states that “statistics and stud-
ies show women are better col-
laborators, are more cautious,
and more adept at navigating
treacherous terrain.”
I’m sure Abrams’ book will

be adored by women world-
wide and treated as nothing
less than a divine revelation by
Oprah and third-wave feminists

around the globe, but I think
the author has it all wrong. Men
are far superior to women at
lots of really cool stuff. For in-
stance, Abrams failed to men-
tion that men are better at:
• Chugging beer. It’s a fact

that men can drink about infin-
ity more than women and not
throw up. They’re also better
drivers when they’re drunk.
• Ball sports. Most women

don’t know a thing about a
47 quick pitch pass or how to
break a lineman’s nose with a
quick upward thrust of the el-
bow. Need I say more?
• Saving money. Men prefer

to stay home instead of going
out to an expensive dinner, as
long as someone else is cooking.
In these tough economic times
every penny counts, right?
• Babies? Sure, women are

better at having them. But men
are way more dedicated when
it comes to making them. They
can also put themselves in the
mood a lot faster to get the job
done.
• Entertaining kids. Men let

them eat what they want and
play R-rated video games while
they kick back in the recliner
and watch ESPN. Hey, it’s a win-
win situation.
• Witticisms and greetings.

Men can make rude noises with
their mouth and armpits, and
tell really cool mother-in-law
jokes. They also know how to
make complicated fist-banging
handshakes.
• Driving. Studies have

shown that most automobile ac-
cidents are caused by women
rushing their children to day-
care, running errands, getting

to work, and hurrying home to
make dinner for their husbands.
Men don’t have that problem.
• Cooking and cleaning. Men

are handier in both areas. We
just let women take the reins so
they’ll feel empowered. Aren’t
we nice?
• Business. When Lehman

Brothers collapsed, the Chief
Risk Officer and Chief Financial
Officer were both women.
• Living simple. The percent-

age of women who own fewer
than 20 pair of shoes is always
going to be zero. I’m not mak-
ing this stuff up. Go look in your
wife’s closet.
• Cutting back. Men are bet-

ter at forgetting those special
holidays, like birthdays, Moth-
er’s Day and Valentine’s Day.
That’s a big money saver.
• Weapons. Men know more

about guns than women. And
we’re good at using them, espe-
cially on road signs.
• Saving time. Men can eat

meals faster than women. We
have a lot to do every day, and
none of it involves lingering at
the breakfast table.
• Versatility. Men are better

with chainsaws, bullwhips, TV
remotes, and toilet plungers.
Not necessarily in that order.
So anyways, I’m just saying

that men are low maintenance
and tougher than a cast iron
skillet. Before women start call-
ing themselves No. 1, they’d bet-
ter step up to the nearest urinal
and prove it.

Tim Martin resides in Fortuna
and contributes this column
to the Times-Standard. Email
him at tmartin@sitestar.net.

Here’s a Thought

Book claims women are better than men? On what planet?

On May 17, 1968, along the
main road that runs through
the Baltimore suburb of Catons-

ville, Maryland,
a group of Cath-
olic activists
stood around a
small fire, pray-
ing and sing-
ing. They had
gone into the lo-
cal draft board
office and taken
378 draft re-
cords, for the

young men in the 1-A category
who were most likely to get
drafted to go to war in Vietnam.
They set fire to the draft records
using homemade napalm, made
from gasoline and laundry soap,
to symbolize the U.S. military’s
use of napalm on Vietnam-
ese civilians. Six weeks earlier,
on April 4, Martin Luther King
Jr. was assassinated in Mem-
phis. Robert F. Kennedy’s killing
would follow not long after. The
war was raging, with no end in
sight, and these nine, includ-
ing two brothers, Dan and Phil
Berrigan, both Catholic priests,
were engaging in an act of non-
violent civil disobedience to op-
pose it. The Catonsville Nine pa-
tiently waited until the Balti-
more County police arrived to
arrest them. The fire was put
out, but this bold action was a
spark, inspiring similar protests
around the country, fueling the
anti-war movement.
Among the nine were Mar-

jorie Melville, her husband,
Thomas Melville, and John Ho-
gan. Years before the Catons-
ville protest, the three of them,
as members of the Maryknoll
order of priests, brothers and
nuns, had been in Guatemala
following the U.S.-backed over-
throw, in 1954, of the democrat-
ically elected president, Jacobo
Arbenz. Because of their sym-
pathy for the poor and the rev-
olutionary cause in Guatemala,

the three were expelled. Marjo-
rie and Thomas left their reli-
gious order and married.
The other woman who par-

ticipated in the Catonsville ac-
tion was Mary Moylan, a regis-
tered nurse who had worked in
Uganda. She later said her mo-
tivation to participate was be-
cause she wanted to be a part
of a “celebration of life, not a
dance of death.”
The nine were prosecuted

and, in 1970, given prison sen-
tences of up to three years be-
hind bars. Dan Berrigan went
underground, evading arrest
for four months. At a recent
gathering of Right Livelihood
Award laureates in Santa Cruz,
California, Daniel Ellsberg, the
legendary whistleblower who
released the Pentagon Papers,
told us that the decision he and
his wife Patricia made to go un-
derground in 1971 was directly
inspired by Dan Berrigan’s ac-
tion a year earlier. Berrigan ul-
timately served a year and a
half for the Catonsville protest.
As demonstrated in the doc-

umentary film “Hit and Stay”
— a pun on the phrase “hit and
run,” highlighting how these
activists chose to stay, await-
ing arrest — the Catonsville
Nine, along with the Baltimore
Four protest the preceding
year (when Phil Berrigan and
three others poured their own
blood on draft files in Balti-
more), prompted a wave of sim-
ilar acts of anti-war, nonviolent
civil disobedience. It inspired
more radical tactics, escalating
the movement to end the Viet-
nam War.
It also led to a global protest

effort to end the threat of nu-
clear war, the Plowshares move-
ment. Plowshares actions are
inspired by a line from the Old
Testament, Isaiah 2:4: “They
will hammer their swords into
plowshares and their spears
into pruning hooks. Nation will

no longer fight against nation,
nor train for war anymore.”
In 1980, Dan Berrigan, again

with his brother Phil and oth-
ers, broke into a General Elec-
tric missile plant in King of
Prussia, Pennsylvania. They
hammered on missile nose
cones, damaging them beyond
repair, and poured their blood
on the damaged parts.
The 50th anniversary of the

Catonsville Nine action was re-
cently held, just blocks from
the site where these commit-
ted activists burned the draft
records. In 1968, the local
draft board rented an office
on the second floor of the lo-
cal Knights of Columbus build-
ing. The Knights is a conserva-
tive Catholic organization and
wanted nothing to do with the
commemoration, so the offi-
cial Maryland state historical
roadside marker sits about 100
yards away, in front of the pub-
lic library.
At the marker’s dedication

ceremony, one of the only two
surviving members of the Ca-
tonsville Nine, Marjory Mel-
ville, walked with us to the
scene of the “crime.” When
asked if, in retrospect, she
would have done anything
differently, she surveyed the
empty parking lot, smiling,
and said, “I would do it all over
again.” Her commitment was
reminiscent of Dan Berrigan’s,
when he was finally arrested
after being underground. A re-
porter asked, “What are your
future plans?” Smiling, in
handcuffs, Berrigan flashed a
peace sign and shouted, “Resis-
tance!”

Amy Goodman is the host of
“Democracy Now!” and co-
author, with Denis Moynihan
and David Goodman, of
“Democracy Now!: 20 Years
Covering the Movements
Changing America.”

Another view

The Catonsville Nine, 50 years later

I.

About 10 years ago, I be-
friended a man in the des-
ert. He’s since fled the Golden

State for Ore-
gon. We’ve kept
up on Face-
book. We both
enjoy the Fall-
out series of
video games.
He’s a fan of the
Raiders, which
I never under-
stood, com-

ing from a Niners family. He
likes hiking and cooking for
his wife. He’s also a steadfast
moderate, a firearms enthusi-
ast and a passionate defender
of the Second Amendment.
Although my friend’s at-

tachment to the silver and
black is unreasonable, he
is not. I believe that if he
knew in his heart of hearts
that acts of random violence
across America would stop
if he and everyone else gath-
ered up their firearms and
dumped them in the nearest
volcano, he’d be first in line.
But he doesn’t know that.

He knows instead that we
don’t live in a fantasy world.
He knows life is dangerous
and uncertain, and he knows
that he wants to keep himself
and his loved ones safe.
That is not unreasonable.

II.
“Item: A 15-year-old boy

opens fire in a Springfield,
Ore., high school cafeteria,
killing one and wounding 26.
Police search his house, find-
ing the bodies of his parents
and several bombs.
“Item: In Washington

state, a 15-year-old boy armed
with a gun abducts his girl-
friend, then shoots himself.
“Item: In Houston, Texas,

a boy’s gun accidentally goes
off in his backpack, wound-
ing a 15-year-old girl in the
leg.
“And all of this Thursday.
“On Friday, a 15-year-old

boy, upset that he wasn’t go-
ing to be promoted to the
10th grade, shot himself
in the head in the quad of
his high school in San Ber-
nardino. ...
“ ‘How awful,’ you might

say, and wonder how such
things could happen, and af-
ter awhile, forget about it.”
I did. Those words are

from an editorial I wrote 20
years ago. I ended that edito-
rial with an appeal to reason,
urging readers to contact
their elected officials.
I’m sure many editorial

writers did the same about a
year later, after Columbine.
And the year after that.
And the year after that.
If you’re getting the feeling

that something ought to have
changed by now — well, that,
too, is not unreasonable.

III.
Item: On Wednesday,

two ninth-graders — Olivia
Joachim and Eva Swartz —
went before their elected offi-
cials in Arcata and asked for
change: an ordinance that
would require firearms within
city limits to be unloaded and
stored in lockers or safes. The
City Council unanimously di-
rected city staff to research
the proposal.
Item: “The Texas student

charged in the school shooting
at Santa Fe High School de-
scribed planning the attack in
private journals, including a
plan to kill himself, posted an
image on Facebook of a “Born
to Kill” shirt and used his fa-
ther’s shotgun and pistol in
the rampage that left 10 dead
and 10 wounded, authorities
said Friday.”

IV.
For anyone who’s paid at-

tention to the events of the
last 20 years, it’s all too easy
to conclude that nothing will
ever change.
That whatever action the

Arcata City Council takes will
be futile.
That we live in a violent

world.
That we are doomed to un-

reason.
Perhaps that’s why it’s the

children — kids like Olivia
Joachim and Eva Swartz —
who will come up with ways
to better reconcile the Consti-
tutional rights of gun owners
with their own unalienable
rights to life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.
We haven’t been able to

strike that balance, but these
kids, they don’t know any
better. They don’t know yet
that some things just can’t be
fixed.

And maybe that’s why
they’re onto something.

Marc Valles resides in
Myrtletown and is managing
editor of the Times-Standard.
He can be reached at 707-441-
0507.

Editor’s note

What do these
kids think they
know, anyway?

They don’t
know yet that
some things
just can’t be
fixed.
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