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NO CLASS—Calabasas High football players show off after tackling Westlake’s Kamren Fabiculanan on 
Sept. 28 at WHS. Coaches have failed to address bad behavior at Calabasas, Oaks Christian and Westlake.

Bad moon rising
COMMENTARY

 Sportsmanship in 
high school football 
reaches all-time low

SACK SPECIALIST—Oaks Christian defensive end Kayvon Thibodeaux 
notched one sack against Calabasas. He has 13 sacks in nine games.

Eliav 
Appelbaum

@EliavAppelbaum
on Twitter

 On Acorn Sports Island, an “In 
the Bleachers” cartoon by Steve 
Moore is tacked on the corkboard 
with a green pushpin.
 Within the strip, a football 
player/Golem strapped in a hel-
met towers menacingly at a sports 
editor’s door. The office manager 
speaks: “Yes, it was a very criti-
cal column. However, you still 
need to call ahead and make an 
appointment if you want to rear-
range his face.”
 Somebody mailed that to me 
with a single orange sticky note  
. . . and a smiley face. 
 Gee, now I can sleep at night.
 But when it comes to what irks 
me about what’s wrong and unjust 
in the world of sports, I rant and 
rave like a snot otter glugging 
Space Ghost’s Cimmerian Shade 
of the Uncommon Possum.
 Acorn All-Star Jonathan An-
drade can’t hold me back any-
more.
 Sportsmanship is at an all-time 
low.
 I don’t expect all kids to 
act like Barry Sanders, but bad 

behavior has saturated our lo-
cal football fields like acid rain 
from Kyshtym. 
 I’m not talking about Twitter 
trash talk. There’s been unsports-
manlike penalties, ejections, 
taunting, showboating, pile driv-
ing opponents into the turf and 
overall disrespect for the game, 
primarily from a handful of play-
ers at Calabasas, Oaks Christian 
and Westlake.
 Jermaine Burton, a Calabasas 
receiver, transferred from IMG 
Academy in Florida. On his own 
highlight tape, Burton picks up 
and body slams an opponent into 
the ground for yellow laundry. 
He got kicked out of a game at 
La Habra on Sept. 7 for taunting 
after scoring a touchdown.
 Oaks Christian threw the ball 
in the second half of an 83-0 
win on Sept. 21 against Bakers-
field Christian, a game televised 
live on ESPNU. Oaks Christian 
chucked a touchdown on the very 
last play of a 55-0 evisceration of 
Newbury Park on Oct. 5. Why the 
heck did the Lions throw at any 
point in the second half of blow-
out victories? That’s inexcusable. 
That’s sickening.
 If Oaks Christian head coach 
Charles Collins approved either 
one of those calls, then he should 
be fired.
 Just  last  week,  Kayvon 
Thibodeaux, Oaks Christian’s 
defensive end and the consensus 
top prospect in the U.S., refused 
to shake hands with Calabasas 
players during the pregame coin 

toss. 
 That’s not how leaders act. 
That’s how children act. 
 Every  day that  passes , 
Thibodeaux reminds me more 
and more of a Scooby-Doo villain.
 But I don’t want to blame the 
players. I don’t want to blame 
transfers; every local team has 
picked up at least a transfer or two. 
 There’s a bigger issue going on.
 I blame the adults—coaches, 
principals, athletic directors and 
parents—who enable this bad 
behavior to infect the game.
 Winning has taken precedence 
over playing with class and treat-
ing an opponent with respect. 
Celebrating with choreographed 
balderdash is now more important 
than simply playing.
 These knuckleheads are taking 

ink away from local stars who 
deserve praise.
 The good kids? I can’t name 
them all, but they include Oaks 
Christian’s Zach Charbonnet, the 
best running back I’ve seen in 
my 11 years at the Acorn; Oaks 
Christian linebacker/quarterback 
Josh Calvert, who committed to 
the University of Washington this 
week (and had no problem shak-
ing hands with the Coyotes); Oaks 
Christian’s Sebastian Macaluso, 
who outplayed flashier Calabasas 
receivers last week; Moorpark 
wide receiver/basketball wun-
derkind Drake London, a USC 
commit who might be the best two-
sport athlete in the country; Cala-
basas cornerback Keithan Gooden 
Jr., a hardworking, constantly 
improving player who will play 

Division I football; and Calabasas 
running back Johnny Williams, a 
thoughtful honors student who’s 
tougher than a honey badger.
 I continue to like what I see 
from teams playing the right way 
at Thousand Oaks, Camarillo, 
Oak Park, Newbury Park, Moor-
park, Agoura and Rio Mesa.
 The bad behavior doesn’t need 
to continue. 
 It can end today. 
 Coaches can stand up and 
discipline their players. Admin-
istrators can take off the blinders. 
And parents can raise human be-
ings, not monsters marauding on 
Maple Street this Halloween.
 Until then, this snot otter will 
continue to rage.
 Email sports editor Eliav Ap-
pelbaum at eliav@theacorn.com.

FOOTBALL /// Oaks Christian 21, Calabasas 13

Lions survive on the road
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GAME BALL—Oaks Christian High football running back Zach Charbonnet, center, rumbled for 255 yards 
and two touchdowns in the Lions’ 21-13 win against Marmonte League newcomer Calabasas on Oct. 19.

 It wasn’t a work of art, but the Lions will settle for a win.
 Oaks Christian High’s football team held on to defeat Calabasas 
21-13 on Oct. 19 on the road.
 Zach Charbonnet, a running back who verbally committed to Michi-
gan, propelled the Lions’ offense by carrying the ball 27 times for 255 
rushing yards and two touchdowns. He secured victory by intercept-
ing a Hail Mary pass. Josh Calvert, who earlier this week committed 
to Washington, was steady at linebacker and quarterback. Sebastian 
Macaluso had five catches for 91 yards for Oaks Christian (9-0 overall).
 The Coyotes fell to 7-2 overall.

THE MIDDLE—Oaks 
Christian’s Mister 
Williams runs with the 
ball against Calabasas 
last week on the 
road. Williams had 21 
rushing yards and one 
touchdown in a big 
Marmonte League win.


