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Stuck in traffic and tired of the robust
offerings on satellite radio, a few
random thoughts began populating

my vast empty space:
The old axiom states “The more things

change, the more things remain the same.”
My first observations of the recent
elections seemed to nudge this axiom
slightly, but like a well-balanced toy, it
quickly righted itself. National elections
did create some firsts, like 100 women
elected to Congress, but on the very local
front here in Poway, even influenced with
the paradox of districts or at-large, all
incumbents prevailed. It has been said that
local politics is the best politics so maybe
there is something to be said for the ability

to run into your elected official at the
bank, grocery store or gas station.

While somewhat skeptical when
announced, this newspaper’s 60-day
moratorium on letters to the editor or
opinion columns about the approaching
election and/or candidates came and went
without dire consequences. There were still
ample ramblings from other papers and
sources to adequately whet the appetite for
every morsel of information out there,
true, false, noteworthy or not. I must
admit however that I may not have
prevailed in my first election in 1986
without the aid of a plethora of letters to
the editor in the local paper espousing
only my finer qualities. Those were the

days. No Facebook, Twitter, or internet
criticisms.

When asked a few years ago to write a
monthly column, my aim and goal was to
attempt to craft my observations into
positive themes, and when possible, weave
those into the fabric of Poway and
surrounding areas. Except for a rare
occasion where my heart insisted I weigh
in, I felt it best to leave national topics,
with all of their emotional (and usually
negative) baggage of social issues and
constant tests on the American character,
to Dick Lyles, Harvey Levine and others.
While these columnists’ written words can,
and will, certainly rise the ire in some, I am
always amused by the letters to the editor
from those in disagreement beseeching the
paper to discontinue their columns. These
letter writers must not realize that, in a
somewhat ironic twist, they are validating
one important fact. The paper is being
read, which always welcome news is for
prospective and current advertisers.

A segue if you may to the world of
sports. My sons are no different than many
former Chargers fans. However they were
never “all in” like many who destroyed or
threw away their assortment San Diego
Charger jerseys. Their jerseys still hang in
their closets gathering dust. And while

they did choose new teams to attempt to
celebrate (Saints and Seahawks) it appears
that a minor resurrection of their
heretofore Charger loyalty is slowly
manifesting itself. I came home the other
day and they were vehemently yelling at
the television urging the Charger defense
to just “hold them to a field goal.” My
dumb retort was my absent minded
curiosity of asking, “I thought you weren’t
rooting for the Chargers,” to which I was
quickly admonished, “Come on Dad, you
can’t blame the players for a lame owner!”
I guess winning does trump all, no pun
intended.

And finally, someone has said that
laughter is to life as shock absorbers are to
cars. It won’t take the potholes out of the
road, but it sure makes the ride smoother.
Faced with political issues, election noise
or just your favorite sport team
abandoning you, laughter indeed heals
many wounds.

And speaking of a smoother ride, I am
still stuck in traffic with my random
thoughts and observing all the drivers
around me I can categorically declare that
while the jury may still be out, I am still
not a proponent of the “driverless” car!

Higginson served on the Poway City Council
from 1986 to 2014.

A No-Brainer

BY DON HIGGINSON

Random thoughts
while stuck in traffic

It has been a little more
than a year since the
allegations of Harvey

Weinstein’s sexual
misconduct launched a
media storm called the
#MeToo movement. It is
worth taking a few
moments to discuss
whether the movement has
made a positive difference.
Are most women better off
today than before the
movement started? Has the
movement had a
constructive impact on
improving relationships
between men and women?

We can consider the
movement worthwhile If
even one or two women
were able to shake the
bonds of harassment or
bring their harassers to
justice. There clearly have
been more than just a few
victims and we should all
be grateful for this
outcome. But we need to be
careful about extrapolating
from a relatively small
number of anecdotal
examples to the larger
population. Too many
people (men and women)

are too eager to make
#MeToo about all men and
all women. These
generalizations are not only
incorrect, but they serve to
undermine the legitimate
purposes of confronting
sexual harassment and
assault.

A few months ago, Men’s
Health and Women’s
Health magazines
partnered with Survey
Monkey to poll more than
3,000 American men and
women to find out what
they think of the
movement and how it has
affected their lives. They
misinterpreted key findings
because of erroneous
presuppositions they
brought into the study.
Here is just one example.
The data revealed 69
percent of those surveyed
said they had not changed
their opinion about what
behaviors they considered
to be sexual assault or
harassment. They also
reported 72 percent had not
changed their view about
the point at which consent
is required for physical

intimacy. Citing this data,
the authors concluded that
a lot of people have
catching up to do.

The problem is the study
failed to find out their
actual opinions. If most
men and most women
already understood what is
and is not O.K., they didn’t
need their minds changed
because they were already
enlightened. All men are
not sexual predators and all
women are not victims.
Both predators and victims
are in the minority, and
most of the perpetrators
who have been outed
during the past year are
from the media,
entertainment or political
arenas. Most private
companies attacked this
issue years, if not decades,
ago.

Celebrities have received
free passes for all sorts of
inappropriate behavior ever
since we’ve had celebrities
in America. Hundreds of
people knew about Harvey
Weinstein for years. The
same is true for politicians.
Look how long San Diegans

tolerated Bob Filner, or how
long New Yorkers turned a
blind eye to Anthony
Weiner. The same can be
said about all the media
types who were also finally
outed and booted.

Even though we’re a
species not long out of the
trees, a more logical lesson
to learn from the #MeToo
conversation is that the
vast majority of people
know what is right and
wrong and abide by
reasonable standards.
Unfortunately, the
movement does a disservice
by perpetuating the myth
that there is war between
sexes wherein most men
are constantly trying to
prey on defenseless
women.

Some men are beasts who
should be punished
regardless of celebrity status,
industry or vocation. Some
women have been
victimized and deserve our
total sympathy and
support. Although the issue
is extremely serious for this
small percentage, the actual
numbers of men and
women in both these
categories is small. It is time
to refocus our energies and
take drastic action where
needed. But we should just
as emphatically stop calling
everyone else either
perpetrators or victims.
Such thinking does both
men and women a
disservice.

Lyles, a Poway resident, is a
management consultant and

best-selling author.

Get Real

BY DICK LYLES

Reflecting on
#MeToo movement

citizens?
Judith LaBarbera MD

Poway

If only we could be good
Columnist Harvey Levine (Nov. 8) nailed it. Conservatives like

me are white nationalists, all greedy, selfish intolerant people. All of
us.

As Harvey points out, mass shootings only started when Trump
got elected. Ergo, it is all Trump’s fault (along with us white
nationalist conservatives). Obviously, those shootings during
Obama’s presidency weren’t Obama’s fault.

And the Anti-Defamation League’s recent report on
anti-Semitism cited one of the largest sources of anti-Semitism as
leftist university campuses (but never mind that part).

If only we conservatives could stop being bad people and be more
like Harvey, America would stop being so divided as a country.

Harvey Levine, bringing us all together. The man of
understanding.

Craig Cornell
Rancho Bernardo
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July 2019, PVSCC has put no transition plan in place nor has the
city received a formal request for specific assistance during
construction.

It appears one major hurdle PVSCC faces is its determination to
find one location large enough to host all its programs and
operations – primarily bingo - without having to modify current
schedules. While PVSCC has entertained temporary options, they
were dismissed because they wouldn’t allow for all current
operations to continue as-is, in one location. This is unrealistic.
Everyone using Community Park facilities will be displaced during
construction, even the city and its programs. Much like PVSCC,
the city cannot find a space where all our existing programs can be
accommodated during construction. We must reduce
programming during construction and PVSCC should reasonably
expect lighter programming and other changes.

As the city prepares for construction to begin in July 2019, we
will continue to assist PVSCC with its efforts to develop a transition
plan. Obviously, with the clock ticking, PVSCC should embrace
that things will be different during construction and urgently work
to develop a plan to carry them through the transition.

White is the Poway city manager.
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