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Several letters have been received 
which did not follow the require-
ments for letters, mainly not includ-
ing addresses and phone numbers, 
required for verifi cation.

Letters must contain the writer's 
signature if mailed or faxed, and 
all must include address and tele-
phone number for our reference. 
They should not exceed 300 words, 
and may be edited for focus on the 
subject.

To eliminate delay, send to: Letter 
to the Forum, Champion Newspa-
pers, PO Box 607, Chino CA 91708; 
FAX to 590-1217 or e-mail to:
Forum@championnewspapers.com 
(subj: Letters)

Forum requirements

Arming teachers Faith shaken in 
local government

Public Forum from our 
readers
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Here & There

I got to wondering what would 
have happened if John McCain 
had become president either 

time he ran.
A lot of good things, and probably 

some questionable ones. Time and 
personalities make a big difference.

We  p r o b a b l y 
would have had 
another Teddy Roos-
evelt-- courageous, 
independent, a rough 
rider sometimes un-
predictable but loyal 
to his beliefs.

We'd have had someone in the 
White House we could hold up as 
a role model for our children and 
grandchildren. Honor and straight 
talk would have had important roles 
as presidential attributes.

Relations between Congress and 
the White House would have been 
smoother, with less backbiting.

Relations between the President 
and the First Lady would have 
appeared less strained.

Although there might have been 
disagreements with other foreign 
leaders, there would have been 
trust and respect with many, and 
to others, little doubt about our 
policies.

We would be strong militarily.
Immigration, diversity issues 

and health care would have had a 

balanced approach.
Top administrative officials 

would have been properly vetted, 
and not likely to resign or be fi red 
so quickly.

The Republicans would have 
been a better party, stronger in unity 
yet more appealing to independents 
instead of being looked at as the 
“Party of No.”

Selection of judges would have 
involved conservative philosophy 
but would probably have appeared 
less political.

Americans would have felt better 
about themselves.

People wouldn’t be spending 
time on Facebook, YouTube and 
the internet 24/7 to see what the 
latest White House gaff was.

John McCain was far from 
being a perfect man. In fact, he 
was pretty imperfect, causing 
many gray hairs for his elders and 
teachers as he grew up. He was 
a hellraiser, had a lively temper, 
almost got bounced from the Naval 
Academy. He lost three aircraft, 

was fi nancially unstable, lost his 
fi rst wife because of infi delity.  In 
the Senate he became involved in 
the Keating controversy and was 
rapped but not sanctioned for ac-
cepting shady banking campaign 
donations.

He sought the presidency twice, 
the first time in 2000 in the 
nomination process with a more 
experienced politician, the second 
time eight years later to a Demo-
crat who promised the war-weary 
country new hope. Timing was not 
on his side in either case.

Despite all this he became an 
American hero, one for the history 
books, and he died an honorable 
man, his toughness, forthrightness 
and willingness to get along with 
people he disagreed with, overshad-
owing his missteps. It is signifi cant 
that he asked the two men, repre-
senting both parties and who beat 
him out as president, to deliver the 
eulogies at his memorials.

Thanks, John McCain, for having 
showed us a better way. 

Rolltop Roundup
Al McCombs

John McCain—
what if...

Flags throughout the area have 
been at half staff by presidential 
order since the fi rst of the week. 
The fl ag code specifi es a two-day 
lowering for Senators, which led 
the White House to raise its fl ag 
again Monday. After protests from 
veterans’ groups the President ex-
tended the memorial observance for 
national hero McCain.

While Chino Valley residents 
were rattled by the 4.4 (rated small) 
earthquake that struck Tuesday eve-
ning, no damage was reported in 
the area. The earthquake, centered 
north of La Verne, hit at 7:33 p.m. 
It was followed by several smaller 
aftershocks and was felt throughout 
Southern California. 

The California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife wants to hook 
people on fi shing by not requiring 
a license for those who do it today 
(Sept. 1). All fi shing regulations, 
such as bag and size limits, gear 
restrictions, report card require-
ments and fi shing hours and stream 
closures, remain in effect. For 
regulations, visit wildlife.ca.gov/
regulations. 

Chino Valley residents heading 
out to Angeles and San Bernardino 
national forests this weekend 
might have an easier time getting 
information for their trip with the 
recent launch of forest-specific 
mobile apps that have maps and 
information on campgrounds and 
trails. Search for “Angeles National 
Forest” and “San Bernardino Nat. 
Forest” in Google Play on Android 
phones and Apple App on Apple 
phones.

Ontario approved a smoke-free 
and tobacco-free ordinance that 
took effect Aug. 22 backed by a 
group of teens, banning tobacco 
and e-cigarettes in public parks 
in Ontario. Chino Hills enacted a 
similar ordinance in March. 

Newspaper readers get a break 
from a decision from the Interna-
tional Trade Commission (ITC) 
announced this week. A U.S. tariff 
on imported Canadian newsprint, 
which would have actually ben-
efi ted only one U.S. supplier, has 
been terminated by the ITC, which 
helps offset a costly increase in 
printing costs which has hit the 
Champion and the rest of the print 
industry throughout the country.

Arming teachers is impractical, 
unsafe, and unnecessary to the real 
problem. First, arming teachers is 
simply not in the budget. Why should 
teachers be armed when the cost is 
much too high to even arm 20% of 
the teachers in the United States. 
According to the Washington Post,  
it would cost $251 million and exceed 
$1 billion to arm 20% of teachers. 
Where are we going to get the money 
to fund this? The school budget is 
already underfunded with having 
old textbooks and outdated software. 

Second, arming teachers is unsafe 
because the proper handling of the 
weapon is very risky and the risk 
of harming a student is just another 
concern, according to the New York 
Times headline, “Teacher’s Gun Is 
Accidentally Fired During Public 
Safety Class, Injuring 3.” 

Guns are untrusted for students in 
the classroom, making the classroom 
atmosphere very tense. Shayna Ko-
brinetz in her article, “A San Diego 
student's view on arming teachers” 
states that students fear teachers, for 
the chance of a gun being in the hands 
of a malicious user. This debate has 
arisen for the better of our students, 
for the next generation that will run 
this world.

Arming teachers is unnecessary. 
People are just avoiding the main 
issue. Gun control laws, along with 
having proper counseling. Instead 
of putting a bandage or a temporary 
solution to the issue, why not redirect 
taxpayer dollars to a well-spent cause. 
Gavin Pascale, Chino Hills 
Scout Troop 2399 member 
(Written for a merit badge project)

When things in Washington get 
messy as they are now, I have always 
had a lot of faith that at least local 
government seemed to work because 
people were so much closer to it.  
Last week I saw two examples that 
shook that faith.

There was a front-page article 
about alleged misconduct by bas-
ketball coaches.  I don’t know if 
they are guilty or not but if, when 
the parents complained to the athletic 
director, his answer was he did not 
handle misconduct charges, then 
he should be fi red.  Even if true he 
should have taken those parents right 
to the person who did handle those 
complaints.

In my years in business, I had many 
people come to my human resources 
office with concerns that did not 
directly involve me, the manager. 
Sometimes they needed the CEO 
or CFO, but my answer was never 
“I don’t do that.”  I made sure their 
complaint was heard and followed 
through.  The complaint process 
for every child and parent should 
be clear and posted prominently.  
Hopefully, the school board will 
uphold my faith in local government.

Second, the City of Chino Hills is 
going to add a fee if we don’t pay by 
cash or check.  Give me a break and 
come into the real world.  Pretty soon 
neither of these mediums are going 
to exist.   A lot of younger people 
don’t even own checkbooks these 
days.   You are going backwards.  
The City has so many wonderful 
things such as the best parks and 
recreation program I have ever seen 
in a small city.  You don’t need to 
pull stunts like this.  There should be 
more ways to pay not fewer.
Carol Schwartz, Chino Hills

Standout offi cer
I encountered a young in my 

guess Asian Chino police offi cer 
who was ordering food for lunch. 
This offi cer was so kind to all that 
I felt compelled to notify the Chino 
police chief. This offi cer was one 
of the most polite humans that I 
have ever encountered in my life, 
an example for all of our children in 
the area including my children. He 
was so kind that I paid for his lunch 
without him knowing. I believe that 
this needs to be told to our whole 
community. 
 Jeff Clements, Irvine
Building project manager

Th e Opinion page editor 

 is Allen P. McCombs

Chino Valley NOTES
Learn about
stars tonight

Residents can learn about 
stars and constellations from 
5 to 6:30 p.m. today (Sept. 1) 
through a program put on by  
Chino Hills State Park at the  
Rolling M Ranch. Take the 
Chino Hills entrance south of 
Soquel Canyon Parkway off  
Elinvar Drive, which curves 
into Sapphire Road, and pro-
ceed three miles on a nar-
row, paved road to the barn.

Food giveaway 
today

Food for Life Ministry will 
host a food giveaway 9 a.m. 
to noon today (Sept. 1) at its 
warehouse, 4712 Cheyenne 
Way in Chino.

Anyone needing food 
should bring identifi cation 
and a $5 donation, but the 
donation is not necessary to 
receive food.

The organization distrib-
utes food 4 to 6 p.m. Tues-
days and Thursdays at its 
warehouse.

Information: 627-3663.
YMCA showcases
programs, classes
Chino Valley YMCA will 

hold an open house 8 to 11 
a.m. today (Sept. 1) at 5665 
Edison Ave., Chino.

Guests can participate in 
classes and view demon-
strations to see what the 
YMCA is off ering this fall.

An adult workout class will 
be at 8 a.m., Bitty Sports T-
ball for ages 3-5 and dance 
for ages 3-5 will be at 9 a.m., 
Fury Dinomites Soccer for 
ages 3-5 and hip-hop dance 
class for ages 3-14 will be at 
10 a.m.

Information: 597-7445.
‘Wine and Brew’

fundraiser
P riceless Pets in Chino 

Hills will host a Wine and 
Brew for the Rescue from 6 
to 11 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
8 at 2810 English Road in 
Chino Hills. Tickets are $70 
to $81.25 and available at 
pricelesspetrescue.org.

The event will feature din-
ner, wine, beer, casino ta-
bles and live entertainment. 

Information: pricelesspe 
trescue.org.

Candidates speak  
to Chino Tea Party
The Chino Tea Party politi-

cal organization will meet 9 
to 11 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 
8 at Archibald’s Drive-
Thru,15421 Fairfi eld Ranch 
Road, Chino Hills.

The following candidates 
will speak at the meeting: 
Sylvia Orozco for Chino 
City Council District 2, 
Jody Moore and Brandon 
Blanchard for Chino Valley 
School District, Ben Lopez 
for Montclair City Council, 
and Earl DeVries for Chaff ey 
Joint Union High School Dis-
trict, area 3.

Everyone is welcome.
Information: Carol Hough-

ton at (951) 415-4507 or Toni 
Holle at 438-0370 or chinote 
aparty.net.

Democratic Club 
to endorse

The Chino Valley Demo-
cratic Club will meet at 7 
p.m. Monday, Sept. 11 and 
will vote to endorse local 
Democratic candidates for 
the school district, the Chino 
City Council, and the Chino 
Hills City Council. The public 
is invited. Information: Mar-
ian Arguello, 591-1864 or chi 
novalleydems@gmail.com.

Class of 1968
cocktail party

Chino High School’s Class 
of 1968 will host a cocktail 
party and dinner, Friday, 
Sept. 14 at Centro Basco 
restaurant, 13432 Central 
Ave., Chino.

A no-host bar will be 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. A taco bar din-
ner, including salad and des-
sert, will also be off ered.

Cost is $25 per person.
Information: Alice Gisler at 

(951) 271-0508.
Dance party, heroes

at Hills library
Children are encouraged 

to come in costume to cel-
ebrate the new book festival, 
3 to 7 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
15 at the Chino Hills Branch 
Library with appearances by 
Wonder Woman, Batman, 
Spiderman and Superman. 

A dance party, DJ, crafts, a 
selfi e station, the Batmobile, 
and emergency vehicles will 
be on display. 

The event will celebrate 
thousands of newly pur-
chased children’s books that 
will be available for check-
out. For every 15 items 
checked out, a ticket will be 
given for opportunity draw-

ings and a special reward. 
The fi rst 500 people will re-

ceive a free bag. 
Information: 590-5380. 

Local historian
to speak Sept. 17
The Chino Hills Histori-

cal Society will host a pre-
sentation by historian Paul 
Spitzzeri at 7 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 17 at the Chino Hills 
Community Center, 14250 
Peyton Drive.

Mr. Spitzzeri, who lives in 
Carbon Canyon, will share 
the history of Isaac Williams’ 
daughters, Francisca and 
Merced, and their husbands.

When Isaac Williams, own-
er of Rancho Santa Ana del 
Chino died in 1856, he left 
the large, prosperous ranch 
to his teenage daughters.

Within months, they mar-
ried southern men with 
strong personalities and 
short tempers who seized 
command of their wives’ in-
heritance, Mr. Spitzzeri said. 
Tragic and deadly circum-
stances followed.

Information: Chino Hills 
Historical Society, 597-6449 
or email chhistory@aol.com.

Luncheon, ice 
cream social 

Chino Valley Christian 
Women’s Connection will 
host a luncheon and ice 
cream social, 10:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 20 at 
Los Serranos Country Club, 
15656 Yorba Ave., Chino 
Hills.

Vocalist will be April Pana-
meno.

Lisa Patterson will speak 
on “Mother of Seven Tells 
How Life Can Go from Piec-
es to Purpose – Overcoming 
Addition.”

Drawings for prizes will be 
held.

Cost is $17. All are wel-
come to attend.

Reservations: Paula Mil-
berger, 636-8144.

Spaghetti dinner 
Sept. 29

Knights of Columbus St. 
Margaret Mary Council 
15339 will host its annual 
spaghetti dinner, 5 to 9 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 29, at St. 
Margaret Mary Parish Hall, 
12686 Central Ave., Chino.

Tickets are $8 for adults, 
$4 for children 12 and 
younger.

Spaghetti, homemade 
meat sauce, garlic bread, 
salad, dessert, coff ee, punch 
and water will be served. 

Raffl  e prizes and door priz-
es will be off ered. 

Proceeds benefi t the 
Knights of Columbus chari-
table causes.

Tickets can be purchased 
after St. Margaret Mary 
Church Masses at 4 p.m. 
Saturday and 7:30, 9 and 11 
a.m. Sundays. 

Tickets can also be pur-
chased at the door. 

Information: 591-8419. 
Applications 

sought
for award

Soroptimist International 
of Chino Valley, Inc. is seek-
ing women for its annual 
Live Your Dream Award of 
$1,500 to better their lives 
through additional schooling 
and skills training.

Women eligible to apply 
include those who are head 
of their household, attend-
ing an undergraduate de-
gree program or a vocational 
training program.

The winner will be chosen 
by a panel of judges.

Applications are available 
by contacting Marcy Melen-
dez at 573-7422 or Karen 
Haughey at 627-2607, by 
email at mymarcymae@aol.
com or online at sichinoval 
ley.org.

Deadline to apply is Nov. 
15.

Free math class 
for adults

Registration is ongoing 
for a free math class at the 
Chino Valley Adult School, 
12970 Third Street in Chino, 
to prepare adults for the 
GED test and other types of 
certifi cations. 

Two classes are off ered 
through Dec. 20, in the af-
ternoon from noon to 2:30 
p.m. Monday through Friday, 
and in the evening from 5:30 
to approximately 8:30 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday. 

Math basics, geometry, 
word problems and some 
second-year algebra are 
taught, teacher Alisa Kuhns 
said.

The class is free, but stu-
dents must purchase a math 
book and a special calcula-
tor. 

Information: alisa_kuhns@
chino.k12.ca.us


