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Editorial&Opinion
Doing away 
with dirty 
laundering

For most Californians, the 
year-2000 Proposition 34 
was little more than a 

meaningless formality. But not 
to politicians or political party 
officials.

The 18-year-old initiative sets 
inflation-adjusted limits on what 
individuals and organizations 
can donate to candidates, rang-
ing today from $4,400 for state 
legislative races to $29,200 for 
those running for governor. But 
there are no limits on giving to 
state and local political parties or 
how they can spend that money.

This gets little notice from 
most Californians, even those 
who examine the fine print on 
election-time mailers to see who 
is behind them.

But it surely means a lot to 
politicians and their parties. The 
power these rules give parties to 
launder money earmarked for 
particular candidates was behind 
the bitter and very close race last 
winter between Eric Bauman 
and Kimberly Ellis over who 

would be the next chairperson of  
the California Democratic Party.

But perhaps the most dramatic 
and clear-cut example of political 
parties’ power to launder cash 
and pass it along to intended 
recipients involved a locally well-
known power couple during the 
spring primary campaign in San 
Diego County.

The couple: Democratic state 
Assemblywoman Lorena Gon-
zalez Fletcher and her husband 
Nathan Fletcher, a former Re-
publican whip in the Assembly 
and a two-time loser in runs for 
mayor of San Diego.

Fletcher, who converted from 
Republican to Democrat in 2012 
and 2013, with an intermediate 
stop as an independent, was one 
of five primary election candi-
dates this spring for a seat on his 
county’s Board of Supervisors, 
getting large-scale financial 
support from the local Demo-
cratic Party and some from the 
county’s labor unions.

But nothing matches what he’s 
gotten from his wife. By the end 
of the primary season, Gonzalez 
Fletcher had transferred $355,000 
of her Assembly campaign funds 
to the county’s Democratic party, 
far outstripping other San Diego 
politicians like state Senate Pres-
ident Toni Atkins ($16,000) and 
Democratic Assemblyman Todd 
Gloria ($9,000).

The reason was obvious. While 
Gonzalez Fletcher was giving 
the party enormous sums, the 
organization was passing much 
more to her husband – a total of  
$680,000, of which he got $188,000 
in just one week. So there’s little 
doubt that Gonzalez Fletcher’s 
campaign funds were staying in 

Proposition 34 and  
the rise of ‘legal’ 
unlimited donations

By THOMAS D. ELIAS
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That’s the trouble with 
the entire current  

state campaign  
funding system. 

Forget ‘3  
Californias’ 
– we’ve got  
3 Sonomas...

To the dismay of  separatist venture 
capitalists everywhere, the equal-
ly-intriguing-as-it-is-alarming 

ballot initiative to divide California into 
three different states was blocked by the 
state Supreme Court Wednesday, after a 
group of  environmentalists challenged 
its legality, while most everyone else 
with a minimum seventh-grade educa-
tion level challenged its sanity.

Billionaire businessman Tim Drap-
er had funded the effort to place the 
so-called 3 Californias initiative on the 
November ballot which, if  approved 
by voters, would ostensibly carve the 
Golden State into a trio of  not-quite-as-
golden states: Northern California, with 
San Francisco and Sacramento and ev-

erything north; a Southern California of  
desert-y inland counties; and California, 
a coastal region encompassing Los An-
geles. The conservative Draper argued 
that the new Southern California, which 
holds a higher percentage of  Republican 
districts than the rest of  the state, would 
be better served representing itself  in 
Washington D.C. without being dragged 
down by the liberal whims of  all the 
Democrats in Sacramento. Whether it 
would be better served without all the 
water the rest of  the state provides that 
region, he did not say.

Legal experts have been dubious 
about the initiative from the get go – 
questioning its legality and pointing out 
that only the California legislature can 
approves changes to the state consti-
tution, and only U.S. Congress has the 
power to create new states.

Of  course, cooler heads are also no 
doubt weighing what’s known in mod-
ern representative democracies as the 
Trump Theory: which holds that the 
more crackpot a choice is that comes 
before voters, the more likely the crack-
pots are to vote for it. In other words, as 
nuts as it would be to throw the world’s 
fifth largest economy into chaos by cut-
ting off some of  its poorest rural regions 
from the Silicon Valley gravy train – this 

Court reins in state separatists, 
but Sonoma divides remain

By JASON WALSH

(Nouveau Sonomans) will 
often be held in disdain 

by Ye Olde Sonomans and 
skirmishes between the  

two factions will  
occasionally break out at  
City Council meetings...
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Many agree with 
Trump policies

EDITOR: Responding to Donald Van 
de Mark’s letter (“The Mob Rules,” July 
13), there are many who support Presi-
dent Trump because they agree with the 
content of  his policies.

Rather than name call, let’s engage in 
a discussion of  substance, such as:

* Where do we draw the line between 
judges making law and interpreting law?

* What do we think about China’s 
trade practices and how, if  at all, should 
America respond?

* Do all NATO nations adequately 
support the NATO mission?

* What type of  health care insurance 
system to we need and what role should 
individual choice play?

* Are tax cuts a plus for economic 
growth and if  so, does that benefit 
outweigh the impact they have on the 
national debt? 

Discussing issues can bring comity 
back into our political discourse.

Alec McAndrew
Sonoma 

LPG tankers in  
wildfire season

EDITOR: Our family of  six live on the 
east side of  Sonoma, and I was alarmed 
by a couple of  recent letters to the I-T. 
Norm Gilroy wrote about the danger 
of  catastrophic explosion of  the tanker 
cars in the Northwestern Pacific Rail-
road storage yard near Shellville, in the 
event a wildfire should reach the area 

(“LPG Tankers? Well Blow Me Down!” 
June 12). (I also did not appreciate the 
glib headline above such a serious 
issue). Then the following week another 
letter (“LPG Storage on Shaky Ground,” 
June 19) pointed out that an earthquake 
on the Rodgers Fault could also detonate 
the LPG railcars, and the storage site is 
just a couple of  miles from the edge of  
town.

I hope that the Index-Tribune will do 
some research and write a follow-up 
article that clarifies the dangers, and 
suggest possible remedies or protec-
tions. Let us Sonomans know who we 
can contact to initiate the actions that 
could help protect our town and fam-
ilies, especially as we face markedly 
increased wildfire risk every summer 
and fall nowadays. 

Richard Chadwin
Sonoma

SDC a technical 
school?

EDITOR: In the June 28 edition of  the 
Press Democrat, David Sortino wrote 
why Santa Rosa needs a technical high 
school. I have for long believed that not 
every person wants or needs a college 
education, but would prefer access to a 
training program in a hands-on profes-
sion. Mr. Sortino mentions a four year 
technical school, with jobs such as car-
penter, plumber, electrician, hairdresser, 
dental hygienist, preschool teacher, and 
I would include auto mechanics and roof  
installation, among some others. 

Therefore, I am offering a suggestion 
to any committee studying the prospects 
for the closing Sonoma Developmental 
Center to consider very seriously using 
some part of  the facility for a technical 
school, and call upon Mr. Sortino as the 
very qualified consultant that he is. It 
could be large enough to accommodate 
Sonoma County students, as well as per-
haps some from neighboring counties. 
It would also provide a number of  new 
jobs, to replace some of  those we are 
now losing with the closure. I hope any 
committee will consider this feasibility.

Dorothe Andrews
Sonoma

EDITORIAL

There are many who support 
President Trump because 

they agree with the content 
of his policies.

Liquid petroleum gas tankers in a 
high-fire-danger neighborhood? ‘What 
could go wrong?’ asks letter writer.

See Focus, A9

See Editorial, A9
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Discarded remains found following a small 
fire July 18 beneath the Ig Vella Bridge.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Email letters to jason.walsh@
sonomanews.com.  All submissions 
must include full name, physical 
address and phone number for  
verification. Contact information is 
never published or shared. 

Todd wrote 
in to “warn 
good-heart-

ed Sonomans” 
about the infiltra-
tion of  what he 
describes as “pro-
fessional beggars” 
at Sonoma Valley 
shopping centers. Apparently, there’s 
a community of  Romanians based in 
Hayward who have sent various mem-
bers and their young children to affluent 
areas in the Bay Area to play upon the 
good natures of  those who open their 
wallets to offer a helping hand. Shame 
on them. But at the risk of  blind naivete, 
we’ll assume the local needy are just 

that, and urge good-hearted Sonomans 
to carry on handing out their pocket 
change as they see fit. 

 — Jason Walsh

Blue ribbons 
for the Blue 
clan! Local 

musician Earl Blue 
is more than just a 
talented pianist – he’s 
now a multi-award-
winning photog-
rapher. Earl says 
he took the “grand 
slam” at the recent 
Sonoma-Marin Fair, winning honors for 
“most original print,” first place for J41 
photography, best of  class and first for 
“state parks print,” which was the theme 
of  the fair. Blue’s entry, “Wonderment,” 
shows his grandson Casey gaping at 
futuristic do-dads at the Exploratorium 

in SF. Turns out talent runs in the Blue 
family – Earl’s daughters Susan and Sal-
ly also earned 10 ribbons, including “best 
of  show” flower design.

GLASS FULL GLASS EMPTY

Have you witnessed any random acts of  kindness? Or perhaps a moment of  shocking rudeness? “Glass Full/Glass Empty” wants to know who to 
cheer – and who to jeer – in Sonoma. Tell us your tale at jason.walsh@sonomanews.com. Names may be changed to protect the innocent.

Real, or Roma? Your call, Sonoma.‘Wonderment,’ by Earl Blue.


